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gcuer.xl gave the army about two hours rest,
when he again moved forward on Washing-
ton. It was, however dark Defure we
reached that city; and, on the general, my-
slf, and some officers advancing a short
way past the first houses of the town, with-
out being accompanied by the troups, the
cneny opened upon us a heavy fire of
musketry, from the capitol and two other
houses; these were thercfore, almost im-
mediately stormed by our people, taken
possession of, =nd sct on fire; after which
the town submitted without further resist-
ance.

The cnemy himself, on our entering the
iowrn, ses fire to the navy-yard, (filled with
naval stores), a frigate of the largest class
asimost ready for launching, and a sloop of]
war lying off it; as he did alzo the fort
which protected the sea-approach to Wash-
ington.

On taking possession of the city, we also
setfire to the president’s palace, the treasury,
and the war-ofice; and, in the morning,
eaptain. Wainwright went with a party to
see that the desiruction in the navy-yard
was complete ; when he destroyed whatever
steres and huildings had escaped the flames
of the preceding night. A large quantity
of ammunition and ordnance stores were
likewise destroyed by us in the arsenal; as
were about 200 yicces of artillery of differ-
et calibres, a3 well asa vast quantity of
smallarms.  Two rope-walks of = very
extensive nature, full of tar-rope, &, situ-
ated at a considerable distance from the
vard, were likewise sct fire to mmd consumed.

In short, sir, I do not helievs n vestige of !

poblic property, or a store of auy kind,
wkich could be converted to the use of the
sosemment, eseaped destruction: the bridges
a10ss the Eastern Branch and the Potomac
were likewise destroyed.

This general devastation being completed
coring the day of the 25th, we marched
sgin, at nine that night, on our rct\m:, by
Bladensburgh, to Upper Marlborough.

We arrived yesterday cvening at the lat-
ter, without molestation of any sort, indeed
without a single musket having been fired ;
and this morning we moved on to this place,

Manly, the tenders, and the Doats, and I
have hoisted my flag, pro fempore, in the
former. The trops will probably march to-
morrow, or the next day at farthest, to
Benedict for re-cmbarkation, and this flotilla
will of course join you at the same time.

In closing, sir, my statement to you, of
the arduous and highly important operations
of this last week, I have a most pleasing
duty to perform, in assuring you of the good
conduct of the officers and men who have
been serving under me.  Ihavebeen particu-
larly indebted, whilst on this service, to
captain Wainwright of the Tonnant, for the
assistance he hasinvariably afforded me; and
to captain Palmer and Money, for their ex-
ertions during the march to and from Wash-
ington. To captain Nourse, who has com-
manded the flotilla during my absence, my
acknowledgments are also most justly due,
as well as to captains Sullivan, Badcock,
Somerville, Ramsay, and Bruce, who have
acted in it under him.

Licutenant James Scott, now first of the
Albion, has, on this occasion, rendered me
essential services; and as I have had rea-
son so often of late to mention to you the
gallant and meritorious conduct of this
officer, I trust you will permit me to seize
this opportunity of recommending him par-
ticularly to your faverable notice and con-
sideration.

Captain Robins, (thesenior ofiicer of mar-
ines with the ficet,) who has had, during
these operations, the marines of the ships
united under his orders, has exccuted ably
aud zealously the several serviees with which
he has Licen entrusied, and is entitled to my
best acknowledgments accordingly; as is
also captain Harrison of the marine-artillery,
who, with the officers and men attached to
him, accompained the army to and from
Washington. .

Mr. Dobie, surgeon of the Meclpomenc,
volunteered his professional services on thig
accasion, and rendered much assistance to
the wounded on the ficld of battle, as well
as to many of the men taken ill on the line
of march.

One colonial marine killed, 1 ‘master’s
mate, 2 serjeants, and 3 colonial marines

where 1 have found hLis majesty’s sloop

wounded, are the casualities sustained by



