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Frouîî înlot,in*iCreSt or latnd-locked vile, or
oceafl's mlist)y isles-

Iu Indian or Austrahian wilds, in China or japanl,
Vea, ini the Ma-digascar swanîps, te Brothers

lend the vani
The 'î'lile, wvithi lîicir classic hialls putre Faith

-111( science î'ceî,
Thie Ni\ew \\'orld brings lier myriad sons to sttudy

i thecir feet."
Everywiîere the brothers have borne

wvitlî lieni the miethods of teaching be-
qucatlîed to thin by their venerabie
founder, and iii ev2ry land the leadiîg
educators have bestowed the liighesr.
enconîiunis upon that grand old' sys-
tein of public instruction that for
two long centuries lias seemied to
stand " the crucial test of timie."ý I say
senied becatise of laie, tlîree very,
enliglîrened nuen of the very enlightent:d
Province ot Ontario, have discovered and
muade kniown to the! Norld, tlîat ' as
regards the purnpose of educat;on and the
mneatîs of secur-ing it, tie B3rothers arc not
faînilfiar iih niodorti niehods of teaching."
just lîow Uie Colîîînîîssioners have arrived
at this Coniclusion is a illystery to) Qvery
logical mmid. '1'hat the rohs'scîools
in Ottîawa %vere flot up 10 theQ standard, that
soaie (f the teariiers wure itiefficient, muay
or iiay non be true. l3ur granted fu rh
sakze of argunment, tilar dic flirts were
e'çacilv as repre.sentedJ iii the report ; wvere
the Comn mission ers au lîor* zed to fornîiffate
therefroni a sweeping condleunation of
Uic eduixîtional niethods of la salle ?
Non in the least. A sysreml of education
is muot a p)ress-ttie.l)uittonwafld-l'ii.do-tlîe-
rest muachîine thant nuay' IC set iii mfotioni
ecitiall\p well hy tie initiated or tue
uniniiiated, but a unioni of principles to lie
aî)îlied in teaclîing, to be translated into
practice by individual teachers. 'l'lese
teaichers %vill lie nîore or le!ss faittîf*ul iii
their translation according as they are
more or iess inibucd witlî tlie spirit of the
systemi tliat they profess, andciheure a
teaclier înay î;roe iniiself airogether
itieicîctut even 1111(er the best systenm of
educmtioîu, Stiniv beau lit: luppetis to
he a bail tramslator of the I)risîci î)]es g-iven
l'or hiis guidance. Consequeîutly, the intffi-
ciency of several teachiers orof a wlîole set of
teachers is iotsutïicieiîtini itseif ru provettie
inefflciency of the systeni thicy jirofess;
îuay, even if several sciîoois of tue saiune

/"aiyin charge ort several !selarale

like that of the Christian Brothers, should
fait below the required standard, this fier
dues nor furnish, sufficient data upon which.
to base a general, unresrr-icted, absolute
condemnation of the Brothers and their
metliods. But the judgaient i)assed by
the Commissioners is flot only an itiogical
seqîlence from doubtful trenîises. Jr is a
conclusion fialse in itseif as I shall endeavor
to show in the followimiT pages. And lest
it n>ay seeni to savor of presumnption, nay
ot trmerity, on in y part, thar 1 slîould dare
to question rhe truth of the accusations
fonmulatted by such a cotupetent body as
the Ontario Coti)nîisiqon ig~ainst the
Christian Brothers, ]et me here disclaini
any presumotious pretentions of what kind-
.soever, for

1 n~ekxot to disprove vhit (the Commîission)
Spukt',

Butt hiere 1 .111 to spea< wvlîaî I do0 klow,

to speak; %Vhat every 11)n 1flot wholly
ignorant of thue history of education should
knowv, in regard to the B~rothers of the
Christian Schools andi the-ir m '-thods of
irnpar ring kniovledge ro the yomung.

ilnd in the irst place 'vhat are flhe
leficienci2s iiniplicitly imîpurted ' o the

svsrell of La Saýlle by the general vondeni-
nation pronounced by the Conmîssioners,
that "as regards~ the purpose of educarion
and the nicans of secturi-g ii, the Brothers
aire flot fanîiliar %vith no dern nietbods of
teachin.- T%>? ' p rîncipally, ; nîa% be
gleaned fron-i Uie report: (i) that mnder
the svsten) oA Li Lahle, the pupils are not
raughrt (o reasoni, andi (2) thar the said
systei is hehind the îwesenr age.

"'Fic reaonng powers are nor
exercied." So says Mr. Scoit. So,Iîkewise,
say , is felloiv Conmnissioners. And
yet nothin- is more frequenrlv repeated,
nothing more seriously inculcaicd in the
%wriiig'p of La Salle, ih-in the necessity of

dee<pirthe re.asoing powers of the
yonn!I;.lis reJ)CtitiCfl oi this tssential
p-mir Of Ccclueaton recuIrs 1;1 ofien in his
.IltdZ/?foilOS for the Brothers and ini bis

G~,vrnvcn/ot G/z;istiwnl Scwo/s. as to
becorne almost nionotoflous. Fle lays
down, for instance, as fundamiental prin-
ciples of lus sysren) C (1> "' We should

*The followilng quotations are îakcn (rom
De L'i salle aIi hîiq heh'sly a1 1ircîor
af Norimnl Schioul. l'il.zsj".


