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INTRODUOTORY

Mark begins his Gospel with the ministry of
Anpunciation,

Jesus, Matthew with His birth, Luke with the

oha carries us back to the pre existent life that was *‘in the dbeginning with God.”
g

Itis natural ; for John was thedisciple who was most beloved and loved most, and therefore

had deepest insight.

His Gospel 1s more taken up with the thoughts and words of Jesus than with

His doings, and was written to show His Divinity, and set Him forth as the Divine Life Giver. It

is the gospel of the Son of God.

‘‘ These are written, that ye may belicve that Jesus is the Christ,

the Sdn of God, and that believing ye may have life in his npame.” (Gh. 20: 31.)

EXPOSITION

V. 1, I the beginning.” The words with which
the Book of Genesis also opens; but when the
world began to be, the Word was already in exist-
ence. ‘‘The Word.” Greek ‘' Logos,” which
means a word or utterance of the living voice.
The expression, the ** Word of the Lord,” was
used -by Jewish writers 1n the time of Christasa
synonym for Jebovah, especially for Jehovah as

manifesting Himself 10 men, ‘ God in expres-;

sion.” ‘“THe Word” was also used in some
of the religious phdosophies of John's day.
Jobn under the guidance of the unerring Spirit of

8God bere makes known at first hand the true:

nature of the Word.

t 2he Word was with God.” A separate per-
soaality, ¢ 7he M ord was God,” truly Divine.

‘* Was God.” Nota God. which would have
been abominable to Jewish ears.

V.2 ' Was with God.” Therepetition, as does
also the Greek preposition for “*with,” suggests
more than the mere existence of the Word side
It betokens personal inter-
course, fellowship, communion, mutual love.

V. 3 * Made by Kim.”" John is in no doubt.
The Word is the Crestor. *‘In Greek philoso-
phy the problem was t0 ascertain by whom, of
what and in view of what the world was made"”
(Dods). Jobn supplies the answer, ‘* 4/ things
were made by Him." In the first clause of the
verse we sweep the universe with a telescope,
ud o its utmost bounds, we dlscm‘ret only the
wogk of His bands. In the second clause we
search creation with & microscope, and find no
atom that He bas not formed.

V.4 “In Him was 4fe.,” To the student of
science the orgin and nature of lLife are a pro-
found mystery. The Bible teaches us that, in all
its forms, it comes from God, from Him who
slone ‘‘ bas life in Himself” (ch. §: 26). 4

U The Hfe was the light of men.”

When God?
. spde mea in His own image He infused inte him

such life—life in its highést form and most abun-
dant measure—that man was en)ightened some-
what as God himself is enlightened. ‘“God is
light.,” Where this light exists, what is beautiful,
i true and good is seen and approved and followed.
| Such was the condition of man before the Fall,

V. 5. ““The light shameth in the darknes;,” With
the Fall and sin came darkness.  Man Jost the
 knowledge of God and the love of good. But the
eternal, self-existent light had not perished ; and,
in the darkness, it was still shining. (Heb. 1:1.)
All the various forms of revelation which God
gave the. world under the old dispensation weré
beams from the Word, who is The Light.

‘“And the dorkness apprehended it mot,” rye
did not lay bold of and use the Light. The mass
of mankind still lay without knowledge of Divine
truth and without will to follow it.

V. 6-8. The Evangelist is giving in ucondonsed
but orderly, way the history of Redemption. Inthe
five verses preceding he brings us from the Begin-
ning to the Incarnation, but before he tells us
of the Incarnation, for clearness and com-
pleteness’ sgke,he must speak of the Forerunner,
the God-sent ** wirmess,” the Incarnate Word,

John the Baptist’s ministry had wade a sensa-
tion in Judea. Some, indeed, thought him the
Messiah, They were mistaken. “‘ He was ot
the Light, but came that he might bear witnass of
the Light”

V. 9. There are different renderings of this verse.
That of the R.V. margin is excelient. ** The true
light_which lighteth every mnan was coming into
the world " ; even while John was bearing wit-
ness and some were mistaking him for the Light.
L' Ths true ight.”  Patniarch, psalmist, proph.
{et, had all revealed some portion of truth. Bat
these were *‘broken lighte® They were bat
planets shining with reflected brightness.  Now
152 dawn had come ; the Sun, the true Light,the
Source of all light was rising.




