
liearsay repaztsg but with full knowled1ge of I feared-The secret of titis serviint's trouble
eah as sahthe "noblemnan " in persan hear 'vas that he failed ta understand bis master's

each man's repart. Every man gainied- character, hencc his unmanly, unworthy con-
Persanally respor.sible in full measure Of duct. i-lad be truly feared bis master he would
the gifts, blessings and privileges enjoyed have been the mare careful ta makc a diligent
(Matt. t2: 36; Rom. 14: 12; 2 Cor. 5: iOl. iusecof the pound entrusted ta him. Unworthy
16. Thy pound-"« He gives the Mlaster ail thougbîs about Gnd alwvays lead ta unwoi thy
the profit and ail the credit tao. " ' «Not unto actions. The service of God is a service af
us, O Lord, nat unto us, buit unto ihy name'love, not t, slavish fear. Austere-harsb.
give glary ".(Ps. 115. 1). Gained the pound. !se, ere, stern, inconsiderate about the interesîs.
IlThe baud of the diligent maketh rich (Prov. i and rights of .others. Takest up-exacting
1a: 4). The story of the successful merchant i unjusîly and unlawfully more of a servant than
af Bristol is full of interest, the beginning of'lay in his power ta render. 22. Out of
whose merchant life was the horsesboe that he i thine own rnouth-With thine own wvords.
picked up one day on his way ta school, and 'His plea for excuse groundless, he now stood
carried three miles, and sold ta the black- before bis master self condemnned. Jud-Fe
smith for a penny. That penny was the! thee-" Lt is flot tbe atheist, or the criminat,
founidation of a business pronounced after bis, or tbe perpetrator of vicions decds; it is flot the
death the largest in tbe west of England, turn- -outward and flagrant transgressar who is bere
ing nearer millions than tbousands in the course: judged and condemned: it is the man Nvbo made
of tbe year. Ail 'vas tbe result of tbe judictous 1notbing of bis lifé. " The man who plays the
use of wvhat he had. (Pulpit Comn.) 17. Weil hypocrite, praclaimstbat tabegood andvaluable
done (R. V.).-The deligbt and satisfaction of wvhich be counterfeits. (Howe). 23. Where-
tbe Ilnobleman," a sense of which be expressed fore-introduces a very simple, practical and
ii. tbese words of approval and admiration. ipointedquestion. into the bank-.tatbe money
Good servant-reliable, manly and trust- excbanger. How manyaoppartunities and fields
warthy. Faithful-Not great endawinents, ilay open, wbere wve can use ail aur gifts and
nat great achievements, flot great apportunities, talents in advancing the interests af Cbrist's
not a great reputation, but true faithfulness in kingdamn "lat home and abraad." Usury-
the path of duty secures the divine appravai and simely the interest for the use of money. 24.
wins tbe crown of life (ReV. 2: 1a). A very Ta e from h im the pound-He wvbose it
little-F-aithfuness in littie tbings is tbe true; is ta give bas tbe rigbt ta take it froïn his
patb leading ta promotion. Many are anxious unprafltable servant and punish hilm. Idle
ta do great things, forgetting that the great Ichristians will grow more and more careless
tbings of life consist in the faitbfui performance and unspiritual. Gifts or members unused wvili
of the little ministries and duties of every'day in due time lose the pover for serv'ice at flrst
life in the home, in the field, in the market, possessed. ûive to him that hath-The
anywbvlerea-xd everywhere(Luke 16. ta). Ten !same l:w of growvth or increase holds good in
cities- -Archelaus bad given the government the spiritual world as in the natural world. A
and revenues of cihies to adherents 'vbo bacs diligent use of what one lias tends ta increase
remained faithful ta im. When Christ returns, bis capital. 25. Evidently the wvords of
in bis glory be will reward bis servants on a Jesus werc a matter of considerable surprise ta
nobler and more munificent scale (2 Tim. 2: 12). his bearers as is clearly indicated in their words,
18. The second came-He, too, had won of reply. 26. For 1 say-The "noblemnan "
for bimnself a higb and responsibie position in is here represented as proceeding ta lay dowvn
the kingdom. 19. Five cities-He did not the principles upox wvicb be wvill distribute
earn "lthe noble titie, Well donc " a-d Il<gaod the reWards of bis kingdom, and the punisb-
servant." I-le 'vas reivarded not praiscd. His ment that wvould be meted out ta those Ilciti-
cup of enjaymcnt ivas full. Some are capable zens " who wvould nat that he Ilsbouild rei.gn
of greater enjoymnents tban others; ilsorte an over thcm." Shali be given-He that turi.s
bundredfold, sixtyfoltl, tbirtyfold "(Matt. 13- ta good accauint that which hcbhas now, tbough
S). Il Ver>' accurately, indeed, it seemis, wvill it be "a ver>' ltle," shaîl find eniarged
places and naines and power bc awarded in iapportunities for greatgr service. Il Aptitude
the beaven-life, exactly in proportion ta merits comnes with effort and exercise." Shall be
and deserts. " 'taken away-Luewarmncss and indifference

111. TiiETRU-ST NF.GLECTE»i. 20. Here!in the matter of religion lcad ta, spiritual
is thy pound-gifts unused, opportunities paverty. and ruin (Rev. 3: 15.17). 27. SIay
neglecced, poivers ly-ing dorment,' faculties t hem-The awful and imipending doom awvait-
uncultivated, laid up in a napkin. lie wvas ing ail faithless souls. We sbould diligently
conimanded ta trade wi:b bis potind. He use every means ta increase and cultivate aur
simpiy folded it in a "bhandkercbief " and laid 'christian graces, and carcfully guard against
it aside. Ali are beld guiliy that do not use the spirit of indolence and slothfulncss.
their abilities and opporttunities fi-itbfuliy. 21.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.
i. God coniffs fa cvery, one a certain 1?ift-tbe time, circumstances, condition and

aliolilif of capital. This capital consists of 1 surraundings of aur beingr; season-that power
(9s)


