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38,00i0 arc reported as Christians, niot a these bciiîg active nienibers. The re-
few of wvho have beconie sucli throughi iainder opens a large anîd fruitful field
the influence of «teachers and fcllow-stu- for prayer and Clhristian effort.
den'îts. 0f tic 38,000, 27,000 arcera-m S. R. B k 0W N.
bers oi College Y. M. C. A.'s, '20,000 oi

A MISIONARY RETROSPECT.
ily Rev. J. W. Saiînby, B.A.

It seeiis to nie I %vas boni wvitli a love
for mîissions, thc lieritage of a godhy an-
cestry. Aiiionig tlîe mnemories of my chîild-
hîood niany of tlîe briglîtest are associated
%vitli iiiîssionary literature aîîd niissioiiary
aiiiiversarics. Tlîe Indiaii inissionaries
froiiî the Red River counîtry of those days
wvcre iy icleal hîrcrus, iii w1hoîn bhcnded
ail the qualities of soldier and of sainît.
Tlic old library at hîomîe wvas full of tic
nîissionary idea, but îîot so full as the
consccratcd lîearts froîîî whoi, as froîn an
open page, I lcarncd life's clîoicest lessons.

Witlî niy second birtlî canme tlîe distinîct
coiîand to go forth aîîd tell tlîc good
ilewvs, the ultiiiiate fulfliieiit of wliicli was
reaclîed wvlieiî I fouîiid îîîyself iii the re-
gions beyond.

Early iii tic fafl of 1886 1 Iaîîded in
Japaiî, freshi froîn college, wvitli the usual
enîiphasis upoii tlîe fresh. 0f course, 1
caile vithi iîy prcconceivcd nîotions ; evexi
the cnîpticst hîcad lias a full stock of tliese,
anid very oftcn iii direct ratio to the
enîptiness. Vcry îîaturahly, thîcrefore, the
uîîexpcctcd liappened. Ilistcad of liard-
slîip I found coîîîfort ; iîîstend of isolationî,
phcnty of coinpanionsliip, and that of the
bcst ; instcad of stagnation, keen mntal
stimîulus ; instcad of hiatrcd and opposi-
tionî on the part of tlîe Japaîîese, wvlcoiiie
anid blcsscd opportunities for îvork.

Tlîe difficulties, thierefore, caime froîîî ;i
mnîexî,ectcd source. Always excecdiugly
lîeahthy I anticipated îîo trouble froin wlîuit
quarter. And yet the chiniatie change re-
sultcd aliiiost iimiediatchy iii the loîvcriiig
of thie vital force, followcd quickhy by fail-
iiig vision, oft-recurring sick icadachies,
iiervous dcbility, anîd, hast of ahi, by a
"Japanese hecad," wvhicli is iuîdccd wvorse
thail uscecss.

Illîîcss was au alîuost coiîstauit experi-

ence in our homie, uzîtil ive wondered if
evcr we would be vcll again. And this,
of course, had an important bearing upon
the contînuaice of our niissionary work.
Whien I went fortli it was witli no other
thoughit than of rnaking it iny life work,
aîîd yet cvcn hiere the uinthought of lias
happeîicd, and I find niyself iii the pastor-
ate at home, glad and thankful, however,
that 1 ain no hcss a iiiissionary in heart,
but more. Neyer have I read as much
inssioîîary literature as I have tliis year,
and nieyer did iny hecart burti wvith mal
for that sacrcd cause as it does to-day.
The Guîding Eye that led ine out lias lcd
nie homne again, but I liold nmyself iii con-
stant readincss to go again Mihen the cal
cornes.

Aniother inost unexpcctcd phase also
very quickly caine to lighit. I expected to
find nothing but tic iuiost loving harmony
aniiong Uicinissionaries, anîd spiritual con-
(ditions t1îat ivoîîd be lîeavcnly, but to rny
surpirise, I found anitagonisis and licart-
burnings, and too soon wvas made ac-
(Iuainted wvith tlie fact tîxat this condition
of thîings wvas of years standinîg. But
pray, do îîot inisuniderstand nie ! This is
lîot conflned to aîîy onîe mîission. I caiî-
niot say it is absohutely uîîivcrsah, but, as
far as iny kîîowledge gocs, it is iearly so.
If it is ashccd wliat is the primîe factor ini
the cause of this, I wvould point back to
tie strife in the disciple band of our Lord
as to vhîicli sliould bc greatcst. Amibitionî
is iiniiate iii the hieart of tic bcst of us, but
thîcre i5 11o ruoîiî for it iu the mission field
c\cept as sanctifiecl to the actual wvork of
soîîl-winniiîg. Tlîat it is thîc, liowever,
anid is a perpetual source of trouble, is
bcyoîîd question.

Nor do I %visli to bc misunderstood on
anotiier poinît. I believe the nîissionaries


