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iuiii4c ils ntcsi i uî t t>> lt 'i r T* ~ lh s>* %v'ee t ti-cli tir- dti aiv imld i vi.- gihits t. s ta
jisb uabout ta goi up the witle iitiri.l SIte).4, liait. te xlpenci iii tiiat va>'.
wiletî Essi ucopîed ttiIsilst<'ly with lui ex - , % sîi ut1 11- .' -iie , 1-s' .4e ill remieinher
liaiititio>î oif tstirpri-P l its- tr.ei andi surliri-4td taok of that

0h1>, rank, there lim oi( tif tilt- ibliie4 îlres.ît ietîl,~ vil lie fauîndt so umaie tittia
smit intLime t'nld in-tiii.iii.r tiî.îr apîvii ense ansi pIca.-ure,

Ands theri., %lire- vltohiglî. oni tettiis
traite, w'ithth ie tigiat falliln-g fliîl (In hilm,
witiî sllow on i% ul..ncovereil teaut wiv IL
litl unslgres.esl batie3.

Whs'IîL iskes ys s stay smnt liter' in te
cali '* î~kstEas.i, ri%.rIl Wtt> slsn't

N'seu coulin ,I '

"I 1lhave. liî clotîtes to weitr, ari.swcresl
Lte cîtilal.

Il 011, yuin cati litve uIiy cltît." 14I' 1 htaeoe,
s1uickiy tàking odit Lte littie saftLy-lineil
wrap. 'l'lie letdsy tauie clown La thel lîewer
sitejî and litlow'cd E.a.li Lie put tuttii ilttu
lier colit; #tnithonieite %.tsecisru vent
inît ogýetlier.

Nobody secniesi to notice tduit te baley's
feot were tiare, or that bis goilclen curis
wcre covered wvith snaw. Evvry chiid
sceieiel teà bit bent on enjoyirîg lulnscîf,
wiLlîs» iL îtîch titouglit of obiiors.

'Willt greait iigits ' I exciaillied the
iîab>' ; Ila4 sitïn as the stars; where (tilt

Moncey bouîglit Lbîetl, said Es-;ie.
"But whly don't they tako 80onie of thein

down Lu toe poor limoiies, whcre thbe
citdren go t-o bed this Ctîristinas 1Eve in
Lte dark,7 ikkedl tîto clild.

al I don't kîîow," aîîswered Essic, doubt-
!uliy.

I low (id they flnid so inany ilowcrs ?
aliked the cill( again.

IMonecy botigflit blielti," said Es.ie
«But", eriesi the baby, Il Lhose luîtlo

chitdren 1 LeII vou of have no inoney Lo
buîy bods or blauikets - they lie sud shiver
Luis Citristinats tiitue."

1"iC aS ilient.
"'Anid cati the-se cilidre.n cat ait that ?

continti the strange eli.*ld, poinLing to
the loiteed bibles; Ithiere are littie cltildren
that I know who lire crying fur brcad;
one bib of al, thtis iniit save their lives.
Couli waly; would you tisare to stay and
heip tW wtîste ail this, white ail thoso littIe
otiei of ttîy lienvcnly Ilather perisî t 'l1
coid and Ituitîg-er ? Il

Anîd Essie Lurîîed andl followed lis out
into tii' dtîrknesis. Site slared noL ilsk the
1111n111 of this strange, ILr4inge cbild. but sîxe
fe.lt I tlie tiglît ini bis eyes that iL tnuasL
bc the CiîriLtînas babit, the Christ chibil,
and., oih. iow sorry ý'.he %vas duit lie should
copie uand finit thei (loin-, aIl for theai-
selves, dloiiîg noLhilig for those littie ones
for wlhitt lie hlli conte to (lie.

"Essie' Essie ! uvake tup for dintner," said
bier unother, giving lier a geuitle shake to
rouso lier tmp fronîi Mthe library sofa. Trie
guests %vcre gone frot t e parlour, itiother
biad cbangcd lier dress, pal)a lta'i coîtie iii,
dinner uvas ready-and tilt te rest was a
dream!

But tho dreara îîîadc Ess'ie very cager
about getting clotheq, and fsode. and
blankets for tîtose littte babies out ini tho
coldy and the unother gave cacli chitd tic

Xit l tisiîeli ftur the littie oîîci ()lt ini
tlt- 'îd
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UNE 0F GOD'S LITTLE MINISTERS.

One niglit when a fainily wcre ail gath-
ered around the lire a litLlegirl looked up
iiid asked: 'IlPapa, w~hy does eoverybody
liko Eva, our neighbour*s littie girli She
titis got a %veak back, and ean't play like
the rcst of uq, and isn't often at school,
anti yet everybody likes her. flow's
that ? "

" Why," said lier father, Illook at that
Iiiiip; ib is a very frail thing, and doesn't
inake any noise, yet it inakes tlîis room
very bright and pieasant, does it riot?
The lanmp gives ligbt, and littie Eva gives
love ; aind tlîat is whiy people love lier."

Yeq;, that wvas iL; Eva wvas always "min-
istcring before the Lord," for they wvho
love do always thr.t. Won't yoaî try, cacbi
of you, to be one of God's littale ininisters?

INSTINNCT 0F AN OLI) RAT.

On a very warni day in early stmmer, 1
hanppened to bc standing near a cbicken-
coo~l in bacic yard, wboîî I noticed the
bicad of a -ery gray and grizzled rat thrust
froin a nciglîbouring rat-hole, and con-
ciuded to wvatch the niovetiients of the
vcteran. Aftcr a careful survey of the
surro'.uîdings, our old rodent semiled to bo

1sa2tistie(l that ail was right, ani mnade IL
cautions exit froin the homne retreat. A
fresh, pan of water had been rccntly

îplitre heforo the chick-n.coolp, and the
%vter tookcd i friendly invitation to the,
tlîirsy aid rat, who inmeiisteiy startcd
towards it.

The1< rat liad not rcachcd the îîtin befors-
live liiif.grrown young once ruslied alid
andi trXed to be the first ait tho watcr. Th(.
aild rat tiiereupon iiînmcidiately lnette a lent.
lik;e a kangttroo, and was at the cdge ut
the disi in advanceof tho forestnost of lier
litter. Then ensued a 111o4t roînarkablis
occurrence. Tite nother raiscd liersoîf oit
lier littunches, and bit and scratched lier
otislirinig sos sovecly wlîcno%'r Llîey at-
tesn1 tei to retîch the watcr that they ti

fnllv scudlded awvay, ovidiently î'ery ttîuelt
astonished and friglitencd lit the strangi.
and illiaccounitale bllaviour of tlîcir
inother. Wl'ten the littie ontes were uit IL
safe distance, the reasotîs for lier extra-
ordinary behaviour began to bo revealcd
at once in the intelligent action of the olft
unotlier rat. She first whctted lier whisker,
in the water, looked suspicionsly about
bier, then very cautiouisly and carefuily
took a dainty little sip o! tic liquid. She-
tasted it w, tentatively and crititally as a
professional tea-taster, and wben she wwi
satisried that ît containcd no poisonous or
other deleterious inatter, she gava a couple
of squeaks, which quickly brouLrht ber
young and thirsty brood to lier side, and
ail fearlessly drank to tlîeir fil]. ])oes not
this look very like reason ?

'UHE GRANDMOTIIER.

A letter to one of bier frienas from; a lady
wlio spent sorno tinie among the peasants
of the Tyrol, say.4:

The nlorningy after our arrivai we were
awakened by the sound of a violin and
flutes under the window, and hurryn
down foiund the littie lbouse adorned aufor
a fcast-garlands over the door, and
wrcathing a high chair whicb was set in
state.

The table was aIready covered wittî
gifLs, brought by tho young peop le wboso
mnusic we had heard. Tho vo se neigh-
bourhood wore kinsfolk, and these gifts
came fromn uncles and cousins in every
far-off degree. They wert very simple,
for the donors are poor-knitted gloves, al
shawvl, baskets of llowors, jirs of fruit,
boaves of bread; but upon ail some little
message of love %vas pinned.

IlIs there a bride in the bouse ?" I askcd
of niy landiord.

"9Ach ÀSeiiz!" lio said. "We do not
make zuch a bother about our young
people. It is the grandraother's blrth-
day!"

The grandmother in ber spectacles,
white apron, and high veivet cap, was a
beroine ail day, sitting in state to receive
visits, and deaiing out slices froin a siveeL
boa! te each one who came. I could net
but rememnber certain grandrnotbers nt
homne, just as nvîch loved as she, probabiy,j
but whosû duil, sad lives were noever
briglitened by any such gust of Iceasr
as ttiis; and I thougbt we could leara
mnucb front these poor mountaineers.


