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The Church and Her Ways.

VHI —AIVANTAGES OF A PRAVLR BOOK.

The question is fiequently asked by
persons not accustomed to 2 liturgical
service, * Why do you use prayers out of
a book #”

We answer, boeause many of our
prayers are common prayers, that is,
prayers which are to be sad by the minis
ter and congregation together, while
others, like the litany, are responsive
prayers. To each pettion the people
respond, *Good Lord, dehver us,” or
“\We beseech Thee to hear us, Goad
Lord.”

Bat it is asked again, “ Why reprat so
ofien these words?  Does not the Saviour
say, ‘ Use not vain repetitions as the
Heathen do »*" We answer, the Saviour
did not condemn repetitions, but vaix
repetinvons. That He did not condemn
repetitions as such, is evident from His
own history. In His last great conflict
with the *power of darkness” He went
away apan and prayed the third time,
£$SAVING THE SAME WORIn "

Neithar did tue Saviour condemn forms
of prayer, for He used them frequently
Himself in the Jewish Synagogue, and
when asked how to pray He gave that
beautiful and concise formula which we
call “The Lord’s Prayer.”

“But don't you tire of the Prayer
Book?” By no means. Like the Bible
or some beautiful hymn, it becomes
dearer and dearer the more we use it.
The apostolic age of some of its parts,
like the Creed and the Gloria in Excelsis,
demands our reverence. Its beauty of
structure command; our admiration, and
its cxhaustive enumeration of humao
wants, supplies every need of the heart.

* But how can we find the places?”
We answer, read the robrics. The ru-
brics arc directions in fine print before
each part of the service, telling just when
and how it should be used. Read these
rubrics at home so that when you go to
the Church you will be able to follow
the service readily.  No one really enjoys
the Prayer Bock service till he can take
partin it

IN. — POSTURES OF WORSHIPPERS
DREx OF THE \INISTER.

AND

The services of the Church are often
abjected 10 on account of the changes of
posture ¢f the minister and people.  All
these postures a~c sustatle to the part of
the service during which they are as
sumed. The public warsh'p of Gad sup
poses the congregation to be first as-
sembled, and cach onecon entering should
koeel and sileatly ask God that he may
Leable to worship Him in spirit and
wuth. Atzhe begnning of the service
the worshippers STAND, 1o signify their
attention 10 shoit admonitions taken
rom Holy S:tnpture, and to an exhona-
tion which urpes tham toa confession of
thar sins. Daring the confession and
Lord’s Prayer the people XNEEL—the
proper posture for humble petitioners.

While they praise and bless the Lord with
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs
they staNp according to the directions
given by God to the prophet Nehemiah:
*Stand to bless the Lord.”

To receve instructions, whether by
reading of Holy Scnplure or by the ser-
mon, the people sit. There is one ex-
ception to this rule, viz. : when the Gos
pel for the davis read. Out of respect
to the very name of Gospel, which means
g'ad tidings, and because it nearly always
contains some of the very words of
Jesus, and to show a readiness to confess
Him bsfore men, the people stand, as
also they do in saying the Cre :d.

An objection 1s often made concerning
the garment worn by the priest in the
mmstration of his holy office. In the
Jewish Church, God gave minute direc.
tions as to the garments for the priests
while they were ministering before Him.
There are no directions given in the New
Testament-about robing God’s ministers,
but Christ gave power 10 His Bishcps
and other ministers to legislate and rule
in the Church. It is their privilege to
decide what is decent and becoming n
the house of God. White linen is an
emblem of that purity and innocence
that should adorn the hearts of those
who minister to men in sacred things.
And so, 1n every country of the world,
wherever the services of the Church are
heard, her officating ministers are seen in
the same dress, the white linen surplice.
This simple rohe has the further advan.
tage that all munisters, whether able to
dress richly or only poorly, appear before
God and His people in the same clean
and appropriate habiliments.

Itis not error which opposes the pro-
gress of truth , it is indolence, obstinacy,
the spirit of routine, evcrything that
favors naction.
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FORM OF BEQUEST TO THE MIS-
SIONARY DIOCESE OF ALGOMA.

1 givo and bequeath unto the Right Reverend the
Bishop of Algowna, Sault Ste. Mario, Ontario, the
BUM Of - cveiems <cnvneeeen -+ 220 Do pald withall
conveniont speed aftor my decoase, oxclusivoly out
of such part of iny personal catate, not hereby spe-
clally Qisposod of, as I may by law bequeath to
charitable purposes; and I hereby lawfolly chargo
such part of my cstate, with the ¢sid sum upon
trust 20 bo applied toward tho e cveviaaas voans
e emmeress-ens --- 824 tho Teceipt of the Right Rev.
erend the Bishop of Algoms, or of tho treasurer
for tho timo Leoiag of thoe said diocese, sball bo a
suficient discharge for tho said legacy And I
direct that tho duty upon the said legscy bopatd by
my execotols out of the sald fond.

The will, or codicil, giving tho bequest, must be
sigued Ly thu testator in the proscuco of two Wit-
nessos, who 1nust subseribe their pames ia bis
presenee, £ad fo the praseuce of sach other.

NoTr.—This testament must havo been oxoctted
one year presious to the death of tostator, to give
it cffect over Mortmain Acts.
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