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Changed Prospects ini North China.

A ,lIg1*1,' ICuit .V'101, t.SyI. j

Il view of the extreiticly inmportant
changes whiclh have takeni place iii China
wvitin Ille past six înonths-changes
which ilniîmcdîaîely affect lier relationsr to
scveral foreign powers in a iost vital
rnanncr, and which inust, humanly speak.
ing, usher in a state of things widely
différent lront titat whicb bias hithttîo
obîtained-I feul Jiit you wiii expect
some commnicationî front nie, as charged
with the oversiglit of the Sucîety's Mis.
sions iii tlîis country.

1 îtec.d rt:fer but hiifly to the "conces-
sions" grantcd by the Chinese Govern-
ment on the reprcsentation of lier
M j esty's Minister atI lekirtg. They comi-
prise the ouening oi the internai watcr-
ways of Chiva to British and other
steamiers; the undertaking flot to, alienate,
by lease or otberwise, to any foreign
power Ille large if somiewhiat indeinite
rcgioit known as the X'ang-îze Valley; the
rs ti~îon of the post of Inspector-
Generat of Custonis in tite hands of a
Britibli subject whiie Britibih trade pre-
doiiites iii China. and the opcning of
more irtaii)-p)orts, and] especiaily of one
in Ille Pglovîîice of Flunlati.

To coni.e nearer to our own part of the
Country, a part miore directly affected by
the changes referred wo above. The lease

of Port Atrthur to Russia, with riglit of
building a railway connecting the port
wvitl tlteir great trans-Siberian system, is
an ttnmîstikabie sign-not to put it more
strongly-îiîat Russian influence niust
predonuinate ever increasingly in Man-
churia and iii Northern China generaily.
\Vliether titis svili me.în, as it should, the
gradui extension of the Ortiiodox Churchi
over tiiese regions 1 cannot sav; but lit
present I gather iliat the %vork of that
Churcli bas not extended bcyond Russian
territory.

'Ihere is one point which afrects us
more imxncid;ately, and that is the open-
ing of a tîew port in the northern part of
Ille Gulf of Pechili, c'ose 10Sanhi
kuan <witere the Great Wall abois oit the
sca). This place is in the neighibrurhood
of a sen side resort wi;ich lias sprung Up
withiît the last two years, easy of access
fro I'ientsin by means of tbe railway;
and tue "port" will probably include this
watering-placc. In any case it wili mean
atiother pulace for %whichi the iniistrations
of te Clhurch must be provided in the
near future.

Tîtat, i'owcver, which niost iiearly
touches lis and our work is the changed
prospec'i in the 1'rovilnce of Shan.îtung.
The sudien acquisition by Germany of
Kiao-Chau, the establishmuent of a Une of
stearncrs betwren thait pottand Shanghiai,
Chefoo, and Tientsin, the prospects of
railways being at once built to connect

the poil with the capital of the province
(Clii ruan fu),wt(I otfiir important centres,
anîd fitnally wiflb Ticnîbin and Ileking-all
ibis makes one feed that the Shan.-tung
Plrovince is ikely to change wiîli wonder-
fui rapidity. Again, as in tc case of tce
netiy-opened port in Chubli, so bere,
Kiao Chau wili have its population of
lE'nglishi people, and wili require the min-
istrations of the Church. 'l'len tic ac
quisitioî of lVei-hai-wi-only forty miles
troll] Cbefo-as a ntaval station by
Great Britain (toughi 1 presumne it wii
have its own chaplains) mal<kes aiother
point in tue province whence -nllueîîce
will be exerted on the country arournd.
List year, with the assent of tbe Bishops
gatltered in conference in Shanghai, a
proposai was submitted to the Arcl-
bîshop of Canterbury for the ercction of
a separate bishopric for Sban.îung. Since
titen events bave developed with starting
rap)tdity; and wbiie the proposed ratdways
wili, if huilt, lessen some of te presenit
difficulties, yet the prospect of ever-widcrt-
ing facilities for work renders il higbiy
advisable thal te Missions in the
province should be under the direction
of a Bishop on the spot. One of the
sliit objections to treating the Shan-
tung Plrovince as a whole as a separate
bishopric-viz, the difficuity of reach.ng
T'ai-An froin Cbefoo-wili be entirely
obviated when the new Gerntan Iine is
made connecîing Kiao-Çiîau with Chi-
nan-fuI for it wiii pass very near T'ai-An ;
wbile if a second (contemplated) Uine is
laid down (from Tientsin to the south),
it wili pass through TIai-An itF',if.

Thtis brings nie to - 'cf-P fhich 1 wish
to empbasize. tbe interest and iniport-
ance of the nîisionary work iii Ibis dis.
trict. In the neighbaurhood of Pekiti
we inherit work--which, thanlr God, is
stili growing and flourishing-hrom the

C...In S/,ai,-tuezo the work is tiîe
direct outgrowîh of your own Missi 'i
sent out in 1874.

Apart fronu uts religious associations-
and these are flot inçîgnificant, for im-
miediateiy behind T'ai-An city the great
sacred nîounitain, vîsited annuaiiy, il is
said, by nearly one million pilgrims,
towers up 10 the highest point in Shan-
tung; while the birthpiace and burial-
place of Confucius is only distant about
sixty miles 10 the soutb-apatt front these
interesting features, a glance at the rnap
wilI show that the western part of Shan-
turtg is rigbx on the route of the irst trunk
fines whicii wiii be made from Peking 10
tbe south, and wiil be opened uap in a
marked.degree by the inîprovemenîs in
locomotion.

1 bave just corne (rom a three weeks'
visit Io lte issions in that part ; and
whiie tiiere is notbing of a sensational
nature to record, I am full of thankful-
ness at the steady, quiet progress which
is being made, both at T'ai-An, wbere
Mr. B3rown litas taken Mr. Sprent's place,
and at Ping-Yin, where Mr. Griffith bas
b2en carryingeon Mtr. Iliii's work during
the (urluu,»lî of the latter in Engiand. I
sitouid like Io se this Mission generally

strengtliened, for tougli titere are miany
Rotait (.atholics at %vork, and Fîtterly
several Prtotestant mtissio na ries aoyet
the Cîturcli of Erugland, havittg heen the
first toc10 p Ill~ te City, lias a %wel.l.recog-
nised position, and site ouglit to have
represcntatîves, cîttit Eniglislt or native,
iii ecd of the depattments uinder the
rule oh 'ai-An.l-Fu.

%Vilie on the subject of cxtziîsion,
Liiiig-hita-fiei, i tue Cîtihli i>roviîice,
sitould siîorfiy be made a fresh centre.
Our liîtie body of Cltriý.tiaîts th-re lias
held firmly to its Citurcli Failli, but te
distance from n i~-hm wlîose resi-
dent pries., lias chtarge of the station,
forins a very serions hiîtdrauce to ils
development, and ntoreover injuriouisly
affects the work at Yunr'-C11i11g it'elf.
The place us in the iiiîdst of a district
where tire Roman Cathohcs are strotng,
and their attitude everywhere is increas-
ingly aggressive. Twvo mien p)rel:irîng t0
take up titis work, and a seco..d nin to
support Mr. Allen in lus work in i>ekinig
and to relieve ii when bis furlougb
contes, 'are urgently needed in the nortit-
cmn part of the <liocese.

But 1 did flot intend to enter intc
minute details of our owtî present iueeds.
1 trust that the whoiiî' unpreccdentei
condition of affairs in titis great Enmpire
may induce tbe Society <SPI G ) to face
the question wbether the ttne lias îlot
conte for a large increase ii the scale of
their op rations in China. Is it too eari>
to suggest that a sceene stoîtld be care-
fuilly considered by wltich a itishop and
thre~ priests siîouid be planted iin a ciiosen
centre in each of tue provinces in titis
1'diocese " sul untoticlbed by any work of
the Anglican Church-ie.,Siansi, Sîtensi,
Honan, and Kansu ? It seenis to me
essentiai, if missionaries are sent so far
into Ilte interiar, that a h-tzd slîouid be
sent 71'iih themn. It wvould be wholiy im-
possible for any bishop in a coast prov-
ince t0 '"oversee» missionarie; tru any
ofh eparts which I have named until
raîlways cotinect these distant regions
with the seaboari. Rotait C athiolie and
I>rotestint missionaries are working in ail
these distant provinîces, and, in spite of
the well-known dificulty atteruding tlue
consecration ai bishops for countries
outside Her Majcsty's domtinions, tîte
Churcit nîight sureiy find a wvay 10 dlaim
ber part in the establishmnent of the King-
dom of God in Ihese far-oir regiotîs. [t
seemns iikely that the changed condition
of tbings to which I htave aliuded above
wili ere long lead to the residence oh
Englishmen and others in inland towns o!
Chinma, iii wlich case tbere would be
obvious grounds for the provision of the
minisîry of the Church.

le people of Ch-na are ntore havour-
ably inclined towards the eniighteîument
which "loreigners"I have to bring to them
than they have ever been befort, and
titis attitude of muîhd will speedily have
ils effect in the way ;n which the Gospel
of Christ is regarded. 'ie tgreat «I'brazen
gales " are at ienigîh open. Up to within
a short tinte ago the work of opening
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