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no inat has a right to assume that because sin is, thercf'orc it
could not but ho. The doctrine that wliatevcr cornes to pass was
dccrccd, tliat thc disobedience of itien is itselt'n ,ccc of obi dicace,
thatif it is a iwî&i (111 hUoly ordiliaice of Cod, thirt Jehovai WiL.cd
it, is a rnost pernicious doctrine, and ruccives no ceuntenance froin
reason, or script-tre, but, on the contrary, is condenined by bothi.
Men wlho cati -ive uttoranco to, suchi statenments as thoso W'îieli ive
have just quotcd, sceni to us to, utter langruag~ whiiel borders on
blasphomiy thoughi thiey know it îîot.

We slhal only trouble you hiero with one othier quotation on the
doctrine of ncccssity. It is froni Dr. John P. Snmith, iii Book 11I
of his first linos to Chiristian iheology. In answer to the objection
that ncccssity inakes God thc author of sin, lio says:

The utmost tliat cati be justly advanced in the objection is tliis,-that
in the vastly and to us ic >rnpreliensibly extensive systemn of created
existence and moral agcncy which tic Deity bas ebtablishied, tlic exist-
ence of moral and natural evil to a certain cxteiit was, ai Zrinscn
sidered and in reference to tlicir final resits, a oeccssary part of the
Divine plan,-tlîat plan wliicli is nccessarily the ivise.çt <idi best. But
this does net relîresent God as aîîproving evil, or clîoosing it for it8 own

Vcry truc, we rcply, it doos not represent God ns npproving
cvil, or dhoosing cvii for its owni sake, but iL inost assuredly doos
represont God as apprîotiig evii, andl choosing ci il for the
gake of somnething cisc. Thtis thoory, thougli sustained by groat
and learncd divines, is, wc app)rohend, radically defoctive. Il is a
thcory whiclî indorsos the principle that the end sanctifies the
moans,-thie principle that it is righlt to do cvil that good may
com,-a principlo whidli is condcmned b'y ireason, ald by cvory
euliitoned consciece,-a principle with w'lich the iMEnitely per-
fect Jehovali nover lad, and nover cati bave any synipatlîy wlhat-
sover.t

Sin thon is no part of God's plant, it nover eould ho in God's
plan, it is no spccics of obedience, it is nu o/fsping of lus decree.
We bohieve it to, ho just wliat the highost authority designates it,

a transgression of the law of God." It is that abomninable thing
which ho hates. It nover was and nover cati bo amy thing cisc or
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tDr. Wardlaw very justly and trnly says, Il Pollution cannot flow

from a spring of pîîrity. A principle tîtat generates evil cannot have its
enigin in tlîe blessedl source of all gooil." Lecturec on the Epiitle te the
Romans. Vol. 11, page 50.


