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draught, bnt my thirstscemed unquenchable ; still
my spirit_upheld me, and I stuck to my bat,

The twilight gradually setiled down upan the
scene ar | achieved cightv tuns, to the despair of
the village clab.  Far a long time both sides had
dona thetr wotk quite mechanically, as 10 they
had been spell bound by the magic of my hat.
All eyes were fixed with & Mare wpon me {n pers
fect wonderment,

At tast, a figure, with cateful siep and well.

1sed ball, 100k his place atthe bowler's stand,
roshmldcml as 1 lovked upon him, his scruy
pualously elegant cnickeler's cottume, and the deep
shaluw cam fruin the broad brim ol his straw.hat,
contid not lnde from  me the bright eycs and san
doni¢ amile of my last night's visitur,

Fatigne and cxcitemnnt had_long hushed the
murmurs and the applaitse of the lookers on
My preteenatural teauce of my post had atilled
thewn (nto silence; so that 1 was surtounded b
hundreds of distended eyes that had long berorue
palnful to my sight, when my occupation allowed
mo an oppurtuaity of a futtive glance at them,

Thoy watched with quickened glances the ap-

roach of the new and my terions bowler Not'a
leh nor a word broke the silence of the evenjng.
All around jooked pale like statucs walting the
wand of the enchanter (o telease them or give
them vhiality,

Atremur passed through. my frame as [ saw
his hand preparing to'launch the ball ‘The
magic bal quiverced fo my hand—il refused W
move—and thu ball struck with superhuman force
upon the stumps, which, the next moment, lay
shattered at my feet.  The batbecame, as it were,
aninated, aod twined itsell round my wrists,

The shout that followed my downinll was tro-
mendous, The buwler walked upto ma with
petfect unconcern, and passing .his azm through
mine, led me unresistingly through the crowd;
which a tapidly falling darkness turned into
phantoms, The moment he touthed me, a
parch and burning fecling tecmed to scorch ine,
and a liquid fire ran through iny veins.

* You ve had your gane,” he hissed into my
cars; *and had not 1 had the forerighite beon
grouad, you would never have finished. Your
exeriion, as it is, has cumplcwly Goished you,
therefore 1 claim you while your rcmaining
strength allows me to walk you off. Yuu are
not the urst gpan 1 have bowled out.  You have
beaten allthose fupls,~I have beaten you, Of
course, you pay moe the forfeit; come, stir your
stumps, for 1shall not accept dail; and you are
now guing where you will make n long stop; for,
you sce 've not only buwled but eaught you ol

Ifel¢ that I was in the power ofthe fiend, and
for what? [ louked tack despairingly to the fast
fading crowd. of . my frends, They scemed 10
take no heed ol me, and [ was lost.

A thuughit of resistance rushed into my brain;
T endeavoured to struggle. with my tormentur.
He only smuded pymy- puny efurty, yerl perse-
vered, and in a8 mameni burstfiom my bonpds, lo
my struggle [ awoke myself, and found thatL.was
scated by the window of tho chamber, where L
had steptall nighualier.tha day of my mortifying
defeat.  Healed as £ hadbeen, the cold had seatad
a fever in my blood, whieh had carried out the
full vigopr.o my.drcam.

The cold grey light of morning saw me crawl,
almost crippled, to.my bed, from which I did got
Tise for some weeks, as (he peoalty .of my fully.
and when, \nafter years, I becamd a rising man
inthe game of the world, I looked back with
horror to.the Dream of the Demon Bowler,
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MATERNITY,

Woman's .charms are certaioly many .and

werful., Thecxpanding fase just.bursting inio

auly, has .an irresistible-bewilchingness; the
Ulooming.bride, led triumphantly o thehymenca
allar,awakeosadmiratiopandinterestand e blush
of her cheeks fills with delights but the charm of
maternily is more sublime thauthese, Heaveo has
imprinted on the mother's.face spmething beyond
!himmldjsqnqthqu»whn;._ ch.¢laims kin;fzed‘ . Wit

| ]

|

the skics=sthe angelic smile, the tender ook, the !

waking watchful eye swhich keeps its fund vigl
aver her slumbering tabe.

‘These are objecis w hich neither the pencil nor
the chisel can touch, which poctry fails ‘o cxalt,
which the most eloqnent tongue in vain would
enlogize, and ta porteay which all description
becomes Incfirctive,  In the heartof man lics the
lovely pictare: {t Jives jn his sympathics, it
to.¢nt in his affrctions; his cyes look round in
vain for such another otject on carth,

Matemltp—~cestatle sound! 0 txined mund
our heart that 1t st ceare ta thili ére we fore
t1 Tisour first iove! 'Tiv part of oue re.
tion]  Nature has xet the mother upon sach a
plinacle, that oot” infant eyrs and arins atc first
uplified 10 i1; we cling 1o it in Inanhood, we al.
most worship itin old a%c. tle who cAn cnter
an apartment, and behold the tendee babe I‘cmlln;i
ipon i\ thother’s beaaty, nonrished by the tide o
fife which flows through her generous veins,
without a panting bovora and greatfyl cyc, is no
man bnt a monster. 1o who can approach the
cradic of slecping innocence withont thinking * of
such is the kingdom of heaven,” ov view the fond
Eamm hang over its beanties, and halt retain het
reath lest she should break i slumbers, without
a venctation beyond all common (echng is to be
avolded nevery.inticousse fo life, andisfit only
:lor the shadow ‘of darkness and the solitude of the
osert,
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CONVENTION OF TIIE PRESS.

‘We are now about td propose h measure which
may be Jouked upon as Utopian by five-sixths of
thosc under whose notice it may come, but that
ix nothing, the measure must svoner or later be
proposed, and we are satlficd the fulfiiment of its
am is only a question of tme. We prupose
then that there be 2 Convention of the Press of
Upper Canada fn some central lncality, prior
w the meeting of Pailiament, to take Intv cunsl-
deration the propricty of making a unued, vigor
ous, and determined effort to maKe one more step
in the way of, Pustal Reform.  Lasi Scssion effects
ed wonders in that way, aud the precedent then
furnished not ouly leads to the further proseen.
tion.of the -idea; but incites the bope that our
efforts will not be fruiiless, Ailexchange papers
are now sent free, and publishers have duly ap-.
preciated the boon,  But we want an exiension of
the principles We must have the free circula.
tion of all newspaper literature, as the present
system tends to too much exclusiveness, and cic-
cymseribes.the circylation of newspapers by con-
fining themto the locality in-which they are pub-

1| Yishéd, This burden presses rhore heavily upon

the pablishers of datly papers, as the.expense
in gettingupa Daily;—say, for example, :the Co-

lonist, Pavriot, or Spectalor—can barely be met

byuhecity circalation of such ;japers, and the

.

present systemn pecesearily confines their circula.
tion to the hmits of the city.  With the exception
then of supplving newsrooms, hotels, and such
places, the great end and aim of such papers s
defeated.  The raan who geis lns paper supplied
ty the pubitcher has it at the publisher's price;
but the than wicy lives a f>w miles distant, has &
wx of 135, a yeat to pay, which would sepply
lum with a good weekly papet, and f his paper
in delivered to him by post, the rate acconling 1o
the present pocltion of affaira, Is necersarily
doubled, so that for a datly paper supplicd by pot
he would have 1o pay 26s. a yeat.  Thisamounts
to a dircet and certain prohibitions 1t isecasy (o
say that persons 00 chicumstanced must content
themselves with papers published in thelr own
ticighboutloend, or ¢lse take only weekly papers,
and the cxpense will be lexs; but this is victually
saying that 1t is wrong tolive four mifes beyond
the city limits of Forontv or Hamllton, d0d asa
punishment for this fault we will take good care
you shall ba denicd & peivilege, which all gnod
ritlzens chjoy, and sceing that R fs 20 carnesily
coveled, ftsloss will bethe more keenly feit, Now if
there was any benefit 1o be given in & postal way,
that belongs of right to thode in tite country, fuf
the person §n town is not only supplicd with his
motning paper at the publisher’s price,but be has
the advantage of a Reading Room whera for &
amall sum he can peruse all the daily papers in
the province, In justica then W those who are
without, this tax of postago ought to Le withe

drawn, that they may have a small sharc of the
priviieges which cuizens cnjoy. The same cfe
Tect 1s apparent with weekly papers, although the
expense 1sso much less,  Many country peuple
whou may live in comfortable clicumstances so fac
as the nccesearics of life are concerned, have lit-
ile moncy‘raulug through their bands, and while
they would willingly take a paper at iwo dollars
a year, yet when théy have to pay nearly anotbee
dollar for fls tranymission, the{ just }ay, we will
sce by and by, and they go whthout, and are left
ina political serfdom.. We have thus at present
brought out three points. "The present sysiem fne
jures the puttisher by confintug his citculaton
to his own jmmediate neighbouihuod,—~it puin.
wishes the man who tives at a little distance jrom
the centre where these papers are published ;—
and.at entirely prevenis the man of smnail pecunis
ary means froin taking advantage of one of the
greatest blessings of the age~a free and inde.
pendent newapaper liergture.  Will the Press
take up this maner, and call a coliventuvn o be
tield an Kingrion sdy, prior o the jueeiing of
Puiriianent, in order to make a _determioed "and
aniied eftort to obiain the desited boon. ’

SELF DEFENCE,

Well, as 1 have said before, my attltude of
self-defence is pot only the simplest, but almost
always the sarest, and most conducive tq comfort
of mind, and soundness of ‘body. I bad at ons
time ap acquaintance, a salesman in an establish-
ment In the High Street of Edinburgh. He was
a tall, athletic, firmly knit young n{an.wil}zq}i
excellent conatitution, He was a rnost agrecablé,
social and intelligent companion, but had’ qnfgi-
tunately studied pogilism. Isay unfoxfxunnuly‘,
for it pruved so in his case, as it ingpired ;him
with the desire to maintain his ground on all
oceasions. If for Instance any drunken wight

io passing up High St had asked rather moes



