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their own young. Bees are partcularly subyedd
to such 1nsidivns enemics, 1 fact, nu cunceal-
ment unics, perhaps, under water, scems aul-
nctent to saflle the ichneanua, and vollung can |
SUTPARS 115 PCFSCYCTANLE U0, I8 CZRN AFC sately
placed 10 the conditivn saabl fur s progeny.

HABITS OF INSKCTSN,

The aascrtion i altogether g* ,undless that in-
sects experfence no scneations of pain although
trapsfixed with a pin, around which cven aslight
deposit of verdigris collects, and left till they
perish from hunger; for although in all proba-

bility they dv not suffer pain during the latter
perivd, there is no doubt but they feel acutely at
tha mowmnent of the transfixion, It is only neces-
sary to watch the cffect when a peedle is thrust
through the back ofun insect, and it will bd obvi-
ous that it makes many powerful and convulsive
movements, indicative of pain,and not of strug-
gles for crcape.  Butterflies plerced with a com-
won pin cxhibit these symptoms, and the spasms
are repeated if a heated pin be aflerwanls
introduced. But siill, as sald before, much
depends on the organisatior. , and besides, the
formation of ipsccts is so cuhnr to themselves,
that we have no parallel in any of the other
classes.  Sutne of the animals of the class Vermes
may be cut and divided alinost ad tnfinitum, and
cach pact will eventually become a perfect ani-
mal. Svme insects with this reproductive power
will bear dividing, and still continue tu live, and
perform most of the varjous functious with which
they are endowed. The common dragon-fly

Lidellula vario) will live for days without its

cad ; and if instead of the head, the abdomen be
taken away, the animal sceins to fecl no material
injury. This inscct ix of a most voracious na-
ture, and has been known to feed under the follow-
ing extraordinary circumstances. A gentleman
being engaged in collerting insects, caught aspeci-
men of the common dragon-fly, which he fastcn.
cd down in his collecting box, with alarge pin
thrust through its thorax, when to his astonish-
ment, he observed the dragon-tly held in its for-
ceps a fly, which was still struggling for liberty.
'I'K?s ft soon devoured, without exbhibiting any
signs of piin, sceming wholly uaconscious of his
own unpleasant situativn, beiag still secured by
the pin befure named, to a picce of cork. When
the fly was devoured, the inscct began to flotter,
and made several attempts to regain its liberty.
The gentleman, greatly surprised at this jncident,
and willing to prove the experiment still further,
caught another fly, which he offered to {t. This
vas eagerly seized by the rapacious inscet, and
devoured with greedincss, and when its meal
was finished, i began to flutter again as before. !
It certainly is not derogating from the benevo-
lence so conspicuous in all the works of Provi-
dence, to conceive ft probable that it has, with in.
finite wisdom, withheld from some of the lower
classes of animals that degree of sensation so
abundantly dispensed to others filling the higher
ranks of czeativn, a=, from the habits necessarily
cntailed upon them, they are more likely to cn-
counter accidents that tend to matilate, than other
individuals of higher power of scnaation.— Thomp-
son’s Passions of Animals,

Agricaltare,

PAVING FOR CATTLE $TALLS.

At a meeting of the Highland Agricultural
Sucicty, held last week, Mr. Maxwell, before
the commencement of the discussion, called
the atiention of the meetng to specimens of
grooved bricks for laying the floors of catile
salls, invented and maaufactured by Mr. Fortes
at the Newark brickworks, near Ellon, in
Aberdeenshire. Their peculiarity consisted in
the bricks being slit 1n the susface and grooved
in the ceptre, the grooves communicating . with

puncpls o A man Jiam, shih ftorres :hcir'

contcnts, and forms the grp or gutter. le
mentioned that he had recesven from Sie John
Fortwe, and vanigus pracisear fasmersin Aler-
deenshire, siatements cerutying the adsaniages
of the invenuon in potnt of cicanliness, ecano-
my of ltter, and comtort, and that he under-
stod that the bricke were x0)d at the kiln at
Be, per 100. 160 being suilicent for lour anmals. -
‘The LDuilder,

DIRFASKS OF SHEED,

The diccase in shrep known ac *stanly”
which i« very prevalent in some districte, and has
tang haflled the «kill of 1he veterinary art in ellect-
ing a curc with any amonnt of certainty, can
now be treated with the greatest suceese theongh
the perseverance and ingenuity of Mr. Neil
Ballingal, Seggie Kinrow.shire, who lately in.
vented a et of instruments consisting of a tro.
char, cannula, and svringe. In periccting thes:
instriinents Me. Ballingal has devotel much
time and attent'on, in conjunction with Mceers,
Hilljands, inurament makers, Edinburgh. The
opzration iv a very simple one, anid a curecan
now be reckoned on in eight cases out of ten
This made of treating the discare having come
rapidly into use throughout the counties of
Fite and Kintoss, a number of sheep farmera
who have derived great “encfit from Mr. Ball
ingal’s invention presentea a textimonialto him
on Saturdny last, conelsting of a geld watch,
guard, chain, and seal, to mark thefr apprecia.
tion of tho value of his labours aund the kind
manner in which he had so rcadily placed his
own successful expericnce before his brother
farmers.—Scolsman.

Oriental Sapings.

RADDI AKIBA'S MARTYRDOM, FROM THE TALMUD,

e
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Under the tyrannical government of the Greeks,
the Jews were at one time forbidden on the pain
of death, to read theie law But Rabbi Akiba,
notwithstanding the imminentdangerin which he
exposed himselt, hefd daily public assemblies,
and fearlessly instructed the people the same as
he had hitherto done. Pappus, the son of Judah,
found him onc day thus cnﬁilgcd, and sald,
Akibat what, do you not fear the threatening of
the tyrants 1—

I will tell {ou a fable, replied Akiba, which
much resembles onr present condition. A fox
was leisurcly walking up and down by a clear

j nvalet, and ‘saw Luw the Jiule fish were Jdmidly

athering tugether, sometimes here and sumetimes
there.—Why du you wander to disquietly to and
fro1 asked the fux.—Because replied the fish, the
heartless men cast their nets into the water to
catch us, and we endeavour to escape them. In-
deed | said the fox, and why do you remain to be
thus driven about day by day 1 1 will offer you
some advice, come away from this place of
danger, where you are continually hunted from
place to place, come upto me upon the dry land
and I will bring you toa place where you will
have no longer to fear the fisherman.—What
replied the fish, art thou the fox, which is cs-
teemed the wisest of all animals 7 yon must in-
dend be the most stupid, if you can give ussuch
an advice, is the water not our_clement of lifc 3
and because we are not safe here, you would
~suncil us to flee to the element of death!

The application,thou sonof Judah, is . The
jaw of God isunto ns the eleroent of life, for it is
written,—* It is to thee, life, and length of days.”
Now though we are persecuted in this clement,
should we therefore flee into the clement of
death?

Shordy after, Akiba was betrayed, and cast
fato prison, and Pappus was also accused and
imprisoned in the samc dungeon.—What has
brought thee to this place? ashed the Rabbj.—

alarger brick of ‘sunilar consyuction; on the

Ob happy Akiba! exclaimed Pappns, thou art
suﬂ‘erin?;p{ccause thou has fajthfully continned 1o

i

read and iach b las, bt sk o Pagmiz who
hae to auflerr beeanee he hae negleciad .
Rabln Aniba was jed w0 death, but under

j the must excruciaung tonares e faliered not,

Las scholare were aswnished al the comporure
with which be tore hes eudersags.  Ob oy de-
loved «nest exclaimed the Master, all my days
have | longed for the oppaticnity 1o _be able to
keep the great commandment.—" Thou shalt
love thy Qoxd with all thy heart, with all thy soul,
and all thy might.” amfynow that | have the op-
portunily why should § ahrink from it1 Oh my
young {riends fear not the tyrant'e threate, nor
listen 1o his delusive wonds, to lead you from the
pathe of duty, but rather keep this great com.
mandment continually before your cyee. Re-
member this last exf:onmion of your loving
Maeter,

Having nttered these wonlds he ealmly yiclded
up his apirit to him who gave it. R,

ALEXANDER THR QRFAT IN &RARCH OF PFARADISK.

It is said, that whilst Alcxander the Great was
Jnthe remotest part of India, he came one day
toaclear stream.and being \'CI?' fatigued,and over-
come hy the scorei.ing heat. he sat down on the
banka of the rippinﬁ‘ waters. One of his atten.
dants, placed before him a salt fish which he had
washed in the river, and some hread. The King
was astonished at the unusually pleaeant taste of
the fish, which he al once ascribed 10 the
water of the river in which it had been washed.
In order to satisfy himaell more folly of the pecu.
liar execlleney of the water, he went down and
drank of it freely, which immediately imparted
1o him, a delightful freshness, such as he
never before in his life had experienced . —
Surely ! he exclaimed with cxtasy,—aurelv, this
must be a stream, lprooceding from Pnndiic. 1
will follow it until I come to {ta aourco, it is the
best guide that I possibly conld have. And be
]follgwcd it, through many a desert tract of
and.

At last be arrived at the portal of Paradise
and cried, somewhat anthoritatively, let this gate
be opened to me! for 1 am the conqueror of the
world, and the king of all the earth. Bot in.
stead of the gate opening to the monarch's com-
mand ; a soft, yet andible vofce, replied who is
the king of all the earth, and the conqaeror of
the world?  We acknowledge no human con-
queror here, depart, thou art stafned with the
blond of human victims, this {s the holy gate,
where none but the just may enter, n"l ma

) hot enter, said Alexander greaiy disappointed,

dv give me at least some token toshow thatThave
beel:xl here. And a human skull was presented
to him.

Alexander stond aghast at the sightof {t, and
hesitated for rome time to receive it butatlast
tnok it in his trembling hands  Whilst his
cves were vet gazing at the object of terror, he
felt that the skull grew heavier and heavier,
until he could carry it no longer. and finally
obtained to such a weight, as to outweigh all
the treasures that ho had gatbered in gmh
and India.

Troubled at this wonderful spectacle, and
having in vain inquired of all that were about
him, what this strange sight could mean, bo at
last l?p' »d to a Rabbi, This human skull,
Oh King! sald the Rabbi calmly, iz nonc other
than thyself, as long as thine c¥a are open,
thou canst not be satiated with gold and silver,
but behold, I will strew a little dust upon this skull,
and cover it with a haudful of earth, and it
shall become as light as any other.

And ithappened as the Rabbi had sald, Nor
was it long before this significant declaration
way accumplished. Alexander soon returoed
with bis large nrmy, and died at Babylon.—
His empire, after his death, was divided, and
the conquerors head waslaid in the grave like
that of any other martal. R



