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which tortures the heart. Are we then
to despise and fling aside the advantages
which accrue from the study of science,
from civilization and the wise and sweet
use of our liberty? Assuredly not. On the
contrary, we must hold them in the high-
est esteem, guard them and make them
grow as a treasure of great price, for
they are means which of their nature are
good, designed by God Himsell, and or-
dained by the Infinite Goodness and Wis-
dom for the use and advantages of the
human  race. But  we must subordinate
the use of them to the intentions of the
Creator, and so employ them as never
to elimingte the religious element in
which their real advantage resides, for
it is that which bestows on them a spec-
ial value and renders them really fruite
ful.  Such is the secret of the problem.
When  an  organism perishes and cor-
rupts, it.is becanse it had ceased to be
under the action of the causes which had
given it its form and constitution. To
make it healthy and flourishing again, it
is necessary to restore it to the vivifye
ing action of those same causes. So so-
ciety in its foolhardy eflort to escape
from God has rejected the divine order
and revelation ; and it is thus with-
drawn from the salutary efficacy of
Christianity which is manifestly the most

" solid guarantee of order, the strongest

bond of fraternity and the inexhaustible
source of public and private virtue.
This sacrilegious divorce has resulted
in bringing about the trouble which now
disturbs the world. Hence it is the pale
of the Church which this lost society
must re-enter, if it wishes to recover its
well-being, its repose and its salvation.
Just as Christianity cannot penetrate
in the soul without making it better, so
it cannot entcr into public life without
establishing order. With the idea of a
God who governs all, Who is infinitely
wise, good and just, the idea of duty
scizes upon the consciences of men. It
assuages sorrow, it calms hatred, it
engenders heroes. If it has transformed
pagan societv—and that transformation
was a veritable resurrectton—for barbar-
ism disappeared in proportion as Chris
tianity extended its sway, so, after the
terrible shocks which unbelief has given
to the world in our days, it will be able
to put that world again on the true
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road, and bring back to order the states
and peoples of modern times.  But the
return to Christianity will not be eflica-
cious and complete if it does not restore
the world to a sincere love of the one
Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. In
the Catholic Church Christianity is in-
carnate. It identifies ftself with that
perfect, spiritual, and, in its own order,
sovereign society, which is the mystical
body of Jesus Christ and which has for
its visible head the Roman Pontifi, suce
cessor of the Prince of the Apostles. It
is the continuation of the mission of the
Saviour, the daughter and the heiress of
His redemption, It has preached the
gospel, and has defended it at the price
ol its blood, and strong in the Divine as-
sistancs, and of that immortality which
have been promised it, it makes no
terms with error, but remains faithful
to the commands which it has received
to carry the doctrine of Jesus Christ to
the utmost limits of the world and to
the end of time, and to protect it in its
inviolable integrity. Legitimate dispensa-
trix of the teachings of the Gospel it
does not reveal itself only as the con-
soler and redeemer of soulg but it is
still more the internal source of justice
and charity, and the propagator as well
as the guardian of true liberty, and of
that equality which alone is possible here
below. In applyving the doctrine of its
Divine Founder, it maintains a wise equi-
librium and marks the true limits be-
tween the rights and privileges of so-
ciety. The equality which it proclaims
does not destroy the distinction hetween
the different social classes. It keeps
them intact, as nature itseli demands, in
order to oppose the anarchy of reason
emancipated from faith, and abandoned
to its own devices. The liberty which
it gives in no wise conflicts with the
rights of truth, because those rights are
superior to the demands of liberty. Nor
does it infringe upon the rights of jus-
tice, because those rights are superior to
the claims of mere numbers of power,
Nor does it assail the rights of God be-
cause they are superior to the rights of
humanity.

In the domestic circle, the Church is
no less fruitful in good results. For not
only does it oppose the nefarious mach-
inations which incredulity resorts to in,




