
Ugsn nomne. Meanness of nature la far
enough away from efhe spirWC of ýtruo re-
ion. That opirit; is not everlastingly

ggnaing upon the outer edgcs of its rigbts,
sud insisting that tint one of these riglits
kali in the slighitest degree bo invaded. It
mee fot mecly Ilwlhatsoever things are

tise, whatsoever things are honcst, whatso-
trer thinges are just, -tlrntsoeecr shinga are
pare,'> but aise, "wihatsoever things are
iorely, whatseer things are of good re-
port." Dishionorable conduct, overrcachingy
pactices, on the part of a professer, must

gatiy damiage the Christian naome in tito
wtimation of an honorable man of the
wIrld. The ungencreus, tire undignified,
the petty, the mean, shoculd neyer stain tire
action of the Ring's noblemen.

i. A spirit of coectousness aise manifl2sts
itsctlf in this cheico of Lot. Wh y did hie
io ungenerously accept Abrani's ofier, and
deooce the plain of Jordan?.- The ansiver
is clear from. the words : ".Lot lifted up bis
eyes, aud bcheld ail the plain of Jordan,
ths: it ivas well-watcred evcryivlere." .And
cmn there be inthing wrong in sucit a
choice, seaLue will bo prone- to nsk ? Is a
man auj les a Christian, for admiring the
natural beauties of 6cencry, or cntering bis
plough in a niellow soit rather thau amaong
stones? Sureiy net. Man is at liberty,
nay more, it is his duty te undo the hcavy
bardens that may be resting upon him in
tItisiworld. Ho îsjustifiedla rnaking hlm-
self as conifortable as possible, nay, in
seclring wealth, if hoe cari honestiy do sot.
Bodily mortification is ne part of religion.
t ii however eue thing te be ricb, and

another, and quite a différent thing, etigerly
to desire riches, and to bond ail our energies
and efforts to that eud, utterly regardiess
of consequeucca. And there seems tô be
litie doubt, that this eager grasping after
galu-this intense worldliness-was eue of
the ruliug passions, la tire mid of Lot.
when hoe chose that rich valley.

Thot this forma et Lot'8 sin stili prevails,
there tan bo little -doubt. les net ours -de-
tidedij an age of materialismn H ow many
nuake the acquisition-of wealth, the first
and highest end ini life, taking -littie 'or ne
cunt of auything else.? Thot warh1ing
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of ouf Saviour is as much needed to-day,
as whcen it fell frein bis lips, IlTake beed,
and beware ef covetousncss." This sin
presents itself under s0 many specieus
frnis, insinuates itself on so, nany occae-
siens, and may bc indulgcd in with, s0 little
danger of losing our reputation, that there
is a loud call for prayer and watchfulness
against it. When in any stop in 'life,
mental, moral, and spiritual profiting, la
dcliberately sacrificed te worldly gain, such
an eue should pause and ponder. There iii
great danger that he should ho led aleng
troublons pais. We do flot say, that
ho 'will nos sometimes secure his object.
The termination may not bo alwvays like
that of Lot. IlVerily 1 say unto you, tbey,
have their rcwvard.» But if. he be eue of
God's people, -whDo is iuduiging this sin, ho
may iay bis acceunt for a thorny ýand
briery WtLy.

3. There is further observable> in Lot's
conduct, a ]tsck of Christian prudence.
fi.hat Lôt know wvhen hoe made his choico
that ho was seteling down in a godlesa
]and, there can beo little doubt., It ia said
that 'l the men ef Sedoni were wicked, and
anns before the Lord exceedingly.> In-
dications ef that wickeduess werc prebably
epen te his view. And this. heing the case>
bow highly injudicious bis couduct' H Iow
great, a risk te hirnse'lf and childreu, te
venture such evil association!l

And what of the cousequences iu this
instance ? That Lot himself spiritually
suffered, is a fair inference,, frem, the offr
whieh ho afterwards makes te save his
gnoes. It is troue that it was made unrder
great mental confusion and anxiety; but
surely such an offer could flot have been
mode had noe his spiritual instincts been
somewhat marrod -by -the evil practices ef
the place.

But trom what is supposiien,let us turn
for a momntte %vhat lu reorded.fact. Bis
wvife and farnily feli in love with this n-
holy community; and wheutle pressed upon
hie sons-in-law "Up -get you eout of this
place for. the Lord, will destroy titis city-
he seeodas oeethat mocked." But as
-his sons-in-law weuldnet heur, he, à, cern-
unsndedttoleavé.tkiem, and.take bis 'oife


