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ia'n general rulo, it is 3
‘the” expenditute of - the fa
Thescale of livingin the hou
wsually:adjusted .in accordance v
at.is‘proper ‘and :befit
en sometimes have a spasm of
 and : biry ‘a. handsome present
.consider-far more oxjiensive.than
vas necessary or desirable, bub it is always.
' plense and gratify :some specinl

“itself yot'the total cost reaching i sum that
is.by. ang insignificant, . -

Mustwe then deny ourselves the plensure
‘of-remeriiberirig- those dear to us ‘and re-
drain’ from any, substantial expressionof’
‘our regatd for them lest we should run
ito:‘excess .::Not at all. -, Wé have™to
between selfishness nnd extravaganee::

" ¢'-woman.decides’in her ow;
. how. much she:can-afford to spends3:
* whom she will. bestow her gifts, and

‘resolutely refuses to be tenipted beyon
mit she has assigned herself;:: ¢
{7 It s astonishing to thoge:who never have
. tried the experiment. howgiiiuch ean bo ac-
.- complished with‘small means plus care and
- thought and patient labor. . L
i Lowell, with the insight.of the poet who
+ sees clearly the spiritual Jaw in the natural
- world, has-told us,. R L

“The gitt without tho giver is bard,

b .'In'cl_iu_r” ﬁ‘g_r.ihgéft(}'oﬁt friehdé we should
« ity to put into them something ot ourselves.
¢ If they afe our.own productions,.the crea-

. the better. = We are not all skillful enough
to'be to give. of our’ handiwork; or

ugh to lay elaim to having origi-
ribute we bring."We . can’all
- by chousing them with special reference. to

+the tastes and-wishes and needs of-the
~cipients.<:;Ashoe:bag that, is, positively

:hold. the;shoes that have a habit of being
“lost:when

. eal comfort and satisfaction to
»a busy:iwoman than ‘a bracelet which' she.
. would only have an opportunity to wear at
- long intervals.. Ll
~-Sometimes-a dainty triflethat the house-
mother would not have time “to'make for
~herself, 4nd yet which she longs to have to
aid in the adornment of het home, will be
_moare dcceptable than & present of greater
intrinsic value for her own persomal use.
Bits of delicate embroidery, » table centre,
a set of doilies, a tea cloth, or a pretty toilet
set will give a young housekeeper as much
pleasure :as if her friend had oxpended
many times their cost in the effort to
gratify her without meeting her wants. -
.~ Bvidences of loving -care:for ourselves
always touch our hearts. To knoi that
we have. been specially thought of and
_planned for sends a- warm glow of gratitude
and responsive affection through ‘us that
nothing else can call. forth, .- With:what
tenderness we regard the gifts of ‘the chil-
dren wheti first they begin to manifest their
love forus by independent offerings. ‘They
may be ilmost ludicrously inapproprinte—
if they are the work of the little hands they
- are sure to be ‘full of imperfections—but
such as they are we .would not .exchange
. them fot' the most finished productions of
skilled workmen. B
+ . Goodtaste and thoughtfulness and money
- together: can ‘almost.:.work ‘miracles- when
- they are*brought. to.bear in this matter of
. prosents;. 'When a wonian has generosity,
.common sense and:the means to carry: out
- herplais, :she .can’ bring -happiness into
“many less fortunate: lives without..causing
- ainy..embarrasament. or:-painful . sense. of
obligatiopn. . There.are nuniberless:women
" with artistic. tastes.and alove for.the beau-
. tiful, witha'keen appetite for literature and
-art: whose limited incomes - forbid; their
s gratificition, . The new,:book, the picture
;or the cash, is a8 unattainable to them.asif
. they.had been removed, to another planet.
18 at Christmas that those who are blessed
his: world’s. zoods . ean .supply. some
' 112 vacuum of
. Jittle ‘dream, . A-sub-

_ 'hey: do ‘not waste money-ns weé | -
do’in'nutberless littlo gifts, enclsmall in’) 220

a.part of his rightful gratification;
ho

f disposition

-~ tion.of ‘our brains’ or our fingers, so muclhi| V! «
-4 On.. Chrigtma
no; lackof:lovin,

‘thanks for.the 1ve that has so boun

~add imméasurably. to-the value of our gifts|:

fill ‘a space-on a closet door, and '

hey are wanted in‘a hurry, will {ro

a favorite periodical will bring

b this time, . If.we kept

this before us it Would: make us hesitate. to

ofter frivolous memeutoes of a passing fancy

“a-pleasure in"receiving.
) the recipient is very apt
-at Jeast not to eéxpress in
nd:so: defraud the. giver of

‘1 Bxpression-i

outspolen persons

without shyn, elfconsciousness, say
naturally ivl;k’;_bxsupper\n%stgﬁ eir minds.
They. may not: feel more gratitude ‘thin
athers;who eannot pat:their “feelings into

, in A lapgéggree, o matter:

-words but certainly they are far more satis-

factory recipients of gifts. - When one. lias
gpent time and thought in preparing what
one ‘hopes - will be a pleasant surprise- to
one’s friend, to have it receivéd with a tepid
‘thank ‘you,’” no’ surprise. manifested, .no
pleasure shown, is apt. to :make one feel a

:sense’ of ‘blank - discouragement’ that. pre-

ents the effort from being repeated -

of smiles.of gratitude and: warm, hearty
fally:
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r_back . parlor, withdrawing :room
hen,—however named, or_if, 'in

or

sanctuary of-‘the famnily life’ should exist:
It is‘as; helpful as'is the Amierican woman's
rocking-chair, or—sapolio.” A house widy
‘have o magnificent parlor, a fina reception
toom, an-elegant  dining-room,'a well-ap-
pointed kitchen, and ¢hambers of all vari-
eties of beauty and dainbiness,—yes, cven
an attic,—and yét be.far from an ideal
home, simply ‘because ‘there is no living-
room, - T e

.. Any room 'in the. house, ‘however, ‘may
serve this purpose . -if -only certain -con-
ditions ave fulfilled = It need not always
be planned for by.the architect; - Commeon
consent may convert the inost  precise and
proper of rooms in the cify:matsion, or the
one room of the’ frontigrsma

Ly L
n’s ‘shack,’

into the ideal living-room ~*I'would liko to.

suggest these few. conditions, ealling' them
room. oL R
_First, if you want your livirg-room an
ideal oue, thou shalt live.in it. .If one
member always gods to his own room. to
read, and: another betakes herself and her
sewing to her particular dpartwent, and
tlie cliildren are banished. to. the nursery,
and the father goes to the club, there is no
living-room, -no matter how besutifiil a
room you may. call:by that good, old-fash-
ioned name. ~ And 'if ‘only ‘a: part of the
family gathers here, there is.a vacuum in
the room, and -human mnature, as well as
bther kinds-of hature; hates a vacuum,
Second, thou shilt haye comfortable—

riot-necessarily hahdsome or-néw, better if

they are: neitheri—chairs in- the room,
énough of them to go around-in the family.
¢ Mhird, thow shalt, when “ini. it, worship,
not thyself, but the family,~~collectively
and “individually, “especially  tlie  latter:
There can be-nosélfishnessin'a true living-

room:

in igiving . thete: isalso, |

morning: there: should be;
ords . of “apprecistion,

is’ealled, wwhether living- | the kitchen rr
od, whether living 1 thing makes quite

e SUY TR . v o
deed; nameless, or even’ misnmhed,—this

the shalts and the shalt-nots of the livifg-

* DISPOSITION:: OF:"HOUSEHOL
¢If all housekeepers followed my: ex
ample,:the ashman. would have most of his
trouble; for his paing,’;remarked a -clenr-
headed womarn as she dumped s bundle of
odds and ends -int6 ‘a-kitchen range. * ¢ I
never haveanything forthe ashman except
at’- house-cleaning time :and. on unusual
occasions, save. the-ashes and ‘cinders. I

‘have several reasons for this.” - One is, that

I excessively dislike>the smell-of kitchen
refuse,.and never. allow it to'stand about

Af I can help ‘it: -After my.meal is pre-

pared,-I gather up everything that is use-
less'and put it on to the coals in‘the range,
then turn on the draughts full.. Infifteen
niinuteés, all other thingsbeing equal, there
will not be a serap of objectionable material
left ; ‘everything is réduced to clean ashes.
I consider it an actujl wasteto throw. out

the refuso into the garbage can, N

It is just so mucli’good-fuel to me, and
I never think of. doing'it.. I can keep:.n
fire for hours on "corncobs, potato-parings,
apple-cores, . peach-pits ‘and similar stuff,
that ia: ordinarily. thrown-away. I never

: rd or aréa-way to.be cumbered
; *dust-sweepings,
éi‘ith_jhgégoes

--|.ontthe windpipeandcrop,whiéhcanbedonowi

:Shieniclose to tho body, the whole intustines cit
| berenioved in & mass. - Be especially ‘earcfulno
g to.break the gall-bag,..which is near tho uppe

ngeoffall- down byholdingoverabluzi
oralittle aléohol.burning in a'sauc
cetand ends of the wings, and th
At is-datk. 1fthe fowl:iskillod:at
‘that the:head ischopped off;and n
‘neck to:bo-wrung, asis often'don
an-uninereiful way ol killing,:but:tl
th i ‘and settlés:abou

should:be:"

wKnife,! ¢ ¢
:loosening it with tho finger and thumb,.and drav

ovt nigking any-cut.”*Now cut aslit in‘the ]
art of the fowl, the best.place being close L
highy)i By working the fingersin slowly; keepi

part'of the brenst-bone, and aitached to theliver,
“Af this operation’is cirefnlly.-performed, it wil
'b‘q by:no means so.disagreeable;as it scems. i
French cook simply .wipes®out the inside,. con

sidering that much- flavor is lust by washing. © I+
prefer: to:wash in.one. water, and dry quickly, "
though ‘in the caso_of an old'fowl; which oftcy
:has:ai trong. smell, it.is: better to' dissolve n ten.
spaonful ‘ot soda in _tlio first water, which should -

‘be’warm;:and-wash.again in cold, then wiping

dry agipossible.” Split aud:wash’ the giz
servinRitforgavy, o o s T
~ "DRESSING IOR 'POULTRY.—One.pint of bread’
or cratkér crumbs, into which mix dry-ons'tea.
spoonful of pepper, one-of- thyng®or summer
savory, one even tablespoonful of:salt, ang, if in -
season; a little chopped parsley. -Melt a picco of
butter  the sizo of an egg in onecup of boiling
waler, and:mix-with the cx_-umbs,-mfdin one.or
two well-beaten -egys.- A slice of salt pork .
chopped fingis often substituted for the butter,
For ducks two onions: are chopped “fine; and
added to theabove ; ora potatodressing is made, -
ag for. . geese, using s8ix- large boiled potatocs,
mashed. hot, and scasoned with an even table-.
spoonfut of salt, .a teaspoonful cach of sage and
peppet, and two chopped onivns. Gumeisusually .
roqsted ‘unstuffed’ ; “but -grouse aud - prairie-
chickansmay have the sume dressing as chickens -
and turkeys, this being used also for boiled fowls,”
Roasr TURKEY.—Prepare by cleaning, as in
general directions above, and, when dry, rub
‘thé 1side with a teaspoonful ot salt, I’ut tho
gizzard, heart, and liver on the fire in a small
saucepan, with one quart of hoiling water and
one tedspoonful of sult, and-boil two hours, Put-
a litsle stuthing in the breast, and fold back tho
skin of the neck, holding it with a stiteh or with
a small skewer, - Put the remainder in the body,
and:séw-it up with darning-cotton.. Cross-and’
‘tie thd legs down tight, and run askewer through
tho wings to fasten them to the body: : Lay it in

notile#s than:three hours” time. a ten. ok twelve: -
pound, one needing four. Puta pint of boiling
water: with one teaspoonful of salt.in'the pan,.
and add to it as-it drics awny. Melta heaping ",
tablespoonful of butter.in the water, and basto .
very otten. - The secret of a handsomely-browned ..

. |.burkey,.lies-inuthis 'tx:cqueubib(i'sting.V'xDmd{;e:
ho

[ over with flour two or three- times, and turnt)

, of difference in-my
‘eoal. bills, 'and " that,’: to me,.is an item’ of
‘some importane TR R
-+ T'am forced to admit, however, that the
average servant is 1o’ .good whatever.as-a
consumer of odds. and ends; indeed, it-is
searcely safeto expect lier to dispose of
things in this way."."One whom I attempted
to teach dumped tho remains of Sunday’s
roast, half « plum pudding and &' goodly
quantity of stale- bread into the fire, and
with it. destroyed my. ambition to teach
help to doanything out of the beaten track.’

e
HOW WOMEN REST. )

‘How difierently men and women indulge
themselves in what is called a'resting spell.
‘T guess I'll sit down aiid mend theso stock-
ings and rest a while,’ says. the wife ; but
her husband throws himself upon the easy
lounge or sits back in his arm-.chair, with
hands at rest and feet placed horizontally
upon another chair. - The result is that his
whole body gains full benefit' of the half
hour he allows himself from work, and the
wife only receives that indirect help which
comes from change. of occupation. "A
physician .would tell her that taking even
ten minutes’ rest in a horizontal ‘position,
as a change from standing- or sitting at
work, would prove more beneficial to her
than any of her mikeshifts at resting.
Busy women have aliabit of keeping on
their feet just as long-as they ean, in spite
of back-aches and warning pains.. Asthey
grow older they: see:tlie folly of permitting
such drafts upon their strength, and:leain
to take things easier, let what will happen,
They say, ‘I used {o think I must do.thus
and so, but I have grown wiser and Jearned
to slight things.”  The first years of house-
keeping are truly the hardest, for, untriad
and unfamiliar cares are almost daily: thrust
upon the mother and homemaker. . .
. 'CoCOANUT CAKE.—Four cups of flour, three of
sugar, ong cup milk, flve oggs, beaten scparately,
{savo the whites 'of threo for. icing), ono cup.of
‘butter, two toaspoonfuls cream’ of tarter, ono

teaspoonful 8oda, ‘ono.cup :shredded: coconnut:
Bake in thin pans. :Tho whites of the threo cggs,

eali ‘mixed with onc-half cup of powdered sugar, an

half “a' cup of ‘coconnut,’ flavor 'to: sunit,” when
dong spread betweenand on:top of the cake, put

- linthooven for a fow minutes, . ..

*| done, take up-on-a hot plaifer. Put the baking: -

Jpan on the stove, having before this chopped the
Zizzard and heart fine, and mashed:theliver, and
put them in the gravy-tureen. Stira tablespoon-’
fulof, brown flour into'the gravy in the pan,. .
scraping up-all the brown, and add slowly .the

giblets, and ‘taste to gee if salt enough, he’

Servo with cranberry sauce or jelly. .
_PLum PuDDING.--Yolks of twelve eggs, and
whites -of six, beaten separately and well; one
pound of best sultana raisins, stoned ; .one pound
of best currants, picked,” washed, dricd, and
rubbed on .a -towel; one ‘pound of beef suet,
chopped .. and shrcddc_d: onoe pound of flour,
siftcd§ half a pound of white sugar, a quarter of
a pound of citron, snipped very fine ; half a nut-
ineg, . grated ; ono teaspoonful of powdered: -
ginger; half a pinb of rich,_fresh cream; one
Wwineglassful of rose water, Mix the flour with
the fruit; stir in the whipped cggs;i add the -
croam, spices, citron, and suct; then the.sugar,
.and rose water ; beat well all the fimeit-is being
mixed; then tie tight in a pudding-bag weil
dusted with flour; let it boil for six hours, turn-
ing it’in the pot from: time to time; when done,
plunge for a second in cold water to prevent its
sticking to the.bag. Admirable, and will keep

for wéeks., . .

CHRIsTMAS CAKE.—Onc pouna each of sugar,
butter; cition and currants ; two Eound of raising,
sceded: one and one-half pounds of flour, two-
thirds of a cup of currant jelly, twelve eggs, one
teaspoonful soda, the snmeof salt; a @asheachof
cayenne pepperand black pepper, and one cu})fnl
of molasses. " Dividotheflourintotwo parfa:into
one part put one teaspoonful of cinnamon; one .
nutmeg, grated ; onc-fourth teaspoonful of cloves, .
and two-thirds teaspoonful. of allspice, - Mix.
fruit avith ‘tho'other half of flour; Cream the
butter and sugar, add the.eggs, wall beaten;”
dissolve the soda_in warm waler, and stirin the .
molasses. Mix all well together, and put in pans -
lined with buttered' paper. This will make two =
Jargoloaves. Bakein a moderate.oven for two'
hours; 'Tho result is & Christinas ‘cake_which
will delight the heart of & goud housewife and "

please the palates of those who eatit.: - ;
‘DELICIOUsS CHOCOLATE, PUDDING.—Boil *four .|
ounces sweeb chocolato in a quart.of millk ;iwhen -
quite’dissolved, pourover.a pint of bread erumbs -
and 1¢t it stand for an hour:or so.” Miash thes
bread-well and, if Lthere are any pivees- of crust, .
‘it'may be pnased:through, a sieve until' a -per-.
fectly smooth mass is.obtained. Add four well- -
beaten cgrs, a cupful of butier, two.of sugar;ia;”
little grated nutmeg, & cup of stoned raising, and .
another of blanched almonds, Steam for an hour. .
' FRUIT PUNDING.—Four. onnces of rplled bread .
crumbs; eight ounces. of sifted flovir; ono 'tor-"
spoonful of baking-powor s a’ quarter of'apound :
of suét; a quarter of a- ponnd of sultanp:raising, .
.seedcd and chopped : & %ugxrl.er,,of_n; pound of:"
eurrants; - picked, waghed,’and-dredged ; ‘two*
‘ounces of.citron ;'the juiceand grated rind.of.n
Jemoi 5 half ‘s pound: of treacle:.ono cgg,: wel
‘beaten': enough milk to bind all” together
‘pinchiof salt, and n teaspomful of allspice.:: Mix
ag nstind, pourinto two:-huttered moulds of equa

theroasting-pan, foran eif';hb-pound turkey allow |}

turkey so thatall sides will bo reached.. When”|f: "

water in which the giblets’ were boiled, . which ] .
should be abouta pint. Strainon to the chop'Fed Il 3

gravy for all yonst poultry is madein thisway, -

size, and steam or boil ¢ach for-tyo hour




