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uiay bo nlléged, that ns the great end of the gospel ininistry is the siilvation or
Sols, so, that Tfllfist'2r i5sncsFi who lias been the instrumpnt of eifeeting
this great Nwork Vo any extsent. We grant that when a multitude, or even a
few, are brouglit fr-omn darknress te liglit througli the preaching or teachinq of a
îuinister, hie may bc regarded as stnccfflffull ia bis vocation, and imay rejolce, in
the blessed fruit of bis labours. That titis would be suicce.ss no one can ey
and every oue would gliadlv acknowvledg. Iu the saine wvay Luther nnd
Zingle, and Cilvini, and ÏXnox were Succ Msful. In like anrDr.
Duif amnd Anderson, and Nisbet and Wilson have beca smccssful mnLqsiollarjes
of thue Cross. ]But shall we regard thisý manifet witining of s;ouls ais tho oniy
tiingin a ministers labours whili is entitled to the narne of succcss? Must
wc iiiiinber ail to learned, d'vout, and devotcd servants9 of Christ, who
bave gonc down te their graves and left behind thers no record of sinners
converteil and seuls saved by tlieir inistry, as iinsucccssful in the ivork- of the
Lord ? Shall they be cousidercd as haviu)g laboured in vain-as baving gonc
ont to sow in tears, and returned Nvithout a harvesqt of shecaves? God ferbid that
this should be said ! One mian sows and anether reaps; one plants and another
prunes, and a third gathers the ripened cluster.s. Shal) we say that only the
reaipers are successful labourers ?-that they, and they olare entit.led to bave
their nines written in te records of the church as successfull mninisters of the
Word ?-that they only shial receive fros flhe judge on the day of account the
apl)roving sentence, IlWchl ýone govd and faithiful servant enter thou nt t he
joy of thy Lord "? This would ho te consign to infamy many of the xnost faith-
tfmI ministers of Christ, and Vo nnrrow the iden of ministerial success Vo a point
that wilI noV bear the test of Seripture or of reason.

What then is ministerial succcss? Iiow shal wve define it? We can tell
wlmat it is ia the oye and judgment of God. In this point of view there ;is no0
difficulty at ail. Scripture aifords us suflicient liglit clearly to detormine this
question. God ivill judge his servants according Vo the talents ho lias given
titea. le will i-:ot ask from hlm, who bias only one talent, the same increase
as ho wvil1 froin the possessor of ton. The faithful and diligent discharge of
the special trust ich God conimite Vo any man will in is sight be regarded
as the suecess of bis wvork. Hie may net have converted a soul, or even edifiedl
a saint; ho may net have been cloquent ia speech or bold in reprocf; ho mny
have been but a littie ene amotig the thousands of Judalb; but if ho has been
fathtful and prayerful in the work which, in providence, hoe finds for bis biands
te do, lie will bo recognized ameng the victors who have fouglit the good figlit
of faith and wvon the crown of a glorious immortality. There eau be ne doubt
as te wvhaV Ged ia his infinite rectitude ivill reckon te bo suecess in th-c ministry.
le wvill judge rigliteous judgrnent, and this is the hope and the comnfort of
the poor, the insignificant, and the despised servants of the Savieur. They
look te the heavenly tbings of te kingrdom, and having communion with thero,
are able with meekness and patience te do and te suifer ail that may be allotted
to theai by the heavenly Father. Ia the midst of their touls and serrews, they
hear the loving voice of Jesus saying te themn, "hbeocf good cheer it is your
Father's good pleasure te give yen te kiugdem.

When, however, we ceaie te consider what ministerial success is in the sigblt
cf mon, or in the general estimation of the Churcli, the question is net so
easily determined. Ilere we have te do NVih imperfect knovledge, and pre-
judice;' with p)assion and indiscriminating appreciation of facts and events;
with, in short, ail the weaknesses and imperfections of human nature. We fiud
the juadgment of elle generation condemned by that of pester ity ; eone country,
or people, or city, or district rev'ersing the judgment of another. Bumau
sentiments on this point are neot uiihike those whieh pertain in regard to the


