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A TOUGHING INCIDENT OF THE
BENLFICENCE OF FREE-
MASONRY.

Daring the war between the United
States and Great Britzin, of A. D.
1812 1814, when, a3 is well known,
there was such a bifter feeling be-
$ween the two countries, and when
hostilities were carried on as inten-
eoly as If no community of interests
or feeling ever existed between the,
people of the two nationalities, it is,
zefreshing to be able to cite insiances .
where our common humanity arose
aborve the bitterness of national strife |
and the animosities of anholy war,
and in which the peaceful mission of
Freemasonry became & prominent .
factor.

In the latter pazt of July, 1612, a
nomber of American prisoners were |
brought inio the port of St. Johm, ;
New Bronswick, and condned in the '
connty jail. An incident of this '
Xkind, a$ that period, would not ordi-
narily attract unasuel attention, as
prisoners wera being continually
captured on either side and taken in-
to American or British ports; bat on
this particalar occasion it was ru-
ported that there were Freemasons
among the prisoners hers alluded to,
anG this had its effect mpon the
brethren of the only Masonic lodge
then working in 58. John,—St. John's
Yrodge, No. 29.

On examining the record beok of '
this lodge, containing & minate of
the regalar communication held Au-
gast 4th, 1812, I found the foilowing
entry:—

«Jt was proposed and unanimously
resolved,—That Bros. Wm. Darant,
John Dean and James Holly, be s
committes to wait on the American
prisoners now confined in the connty
38, and if any of them belong to
qur Auncient Order, fo ses if we can
zender them any assistance.”

Although thers were no ¥reema-
spns among the pridoners, and al-
thaugh the cherifsble impulses of the
brethren of St John's Licdgs wezs

not, in that special instance, called
into action, nevertheless the act and
intention were impressively illustra.
tive of the universality of Freema-
sonry, which in this and other ways,
humanely influencing her children,
and in folfilment of her beneficent
mission, soars abcve and beyond the
narrotv prejudices of nationalities,

. sects and politics, and bearing aloft

the olive branch of peace and good
vAill, ¢svothes the mnhappy, sympa-
thizes with their misfortunes, com-
passionates their miseries, and re-

' stores peace to their tronbled minds.”

And thas the brethren of St. John's
Ledge, at that time, impelled by sach
fezlings and influenced by such prin-
ciples, cast aside their political and
national animosities to practically
carry ouf the fenets of their Masonic,
profession.

War. ¥. Buxroie..
—Liberal Freemason.

GLEANINGS.

Non-affiliation of long standing is
usually regarded among Masons as s
serious offense, and is punished by
withholding al. the rights, benefits
and privileges of the fraternity. Itis
regarded as cheating the lodge and
fraternity out of what is fairly due,
in moral and financial sapport. Itis
a wrong towards needy brothers and
disressed widows and orphans de-
pendent upon the fraternity for aid.

' In short, it is an effort to Hank the

toll-gate and custom-house, and geb
to Heaven on a ‘‘flowery bed ezse,”
and can hardly be regarded as exaci-
ly on the Square.—.{dzaratr.

Iris said Rev. Mr. Stoddard has
been exhibiting around Niagars, the
stone which the Mar- 1s tied fo Aor-
gan to make his drowning a sure job..

| The evidence that the stone was

uced is a trifle weak, but it is af leasd
possible that some Mason wanted to
use it that way, and ss it is s sub-—
stantial thing, would have done the
basiness if it had been uced.




