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sive Craft; this weuld give good reasons for believing that the Papal power bad at
least become gatisficd that the Templar Ouder preserved among the Free Mascns was
a legitimate continuation of the old anti-Papal Urder that had been supposed to have
been thorcurhly crushed out centwiies betore,  The re is nothing in the teaching of
Masoury pure and simple to warrant the intense hatred towards it that has for the last
hun-red years beep displayed by the Holy See,  We must theretore lovk for some
oceult reason for this hatred, and what better reason could be feund thun that the
Masonic Order had shielded and preserved the Order of the Temple. In 1776, the
Jesuits, having discovered that the Templar Oid r was continuing its operations
under the designatiou of the Xadosh, warned the Governments of Roman Catholic
countries aguinst the latter Order, and caused it to be proscribed as dangerous and
antagonistic to the doctrines of the Church of Rome,
CONSTITUTION AND STATUTES,

The Comwmittee appointed to draft a code of Statutes for the future government of
thi~ Grand Body, have ably performed their duty.  Copics have already been issued
to each Preceptory, thus placing before the whole of the members the result of their
labors, and giving them an opportunity to prepare such amendments and additions
as might be considered advisable, To the Committee and to our indefatigable Sub-
Prior as Chairman, who in this and all other matters counected with the Order which
he tnkes in hand. sp .res neither time nor tronuble, our warmest thanks are due. The
Statutes seem to me to have provided for every possiole coutingeney, and are 1 plete
as to diction and usefulness, embodying all the requirements necess wy for our Cana.
dian legislaticn  They will now be submitted for your approval and adoption, I
may here remark that I 1ok upon the annual meeting of the « Convent General” ag
a mistake, and that they might well follow the example of the tricnuial meetings of
the Grand Encampment of the United Statcs, and avoid by too fr quent meetings the
rossibility of complications arising out of legislation in whicl diflferent Great Priories
may Lave no voice, and which can only be met by some agrnda of what is proposed
to be taken up, being sent around befuie hand, aud in ample time for its mature
consideration,

COSTUME.

On the subject of costume the Committee did not consider it necessary to report, or
to submit any changes in the beautiful. ucimpaired symbolical integrity of that al-
ready establisbed, but whichi: not intended to be worn in public as an out-door
costume I'he white mantle is emblematic of the purity thereby intended to be de-
noted, as the wearing the sword is but symbo ic 4 of the sword of the spirit which is
the word of God,” and the cro-s of the faith and hope to which we cling. I believe
it is for the best interests of the Order to avoid all public displays as much as possible,
and undne publication of pr ceedings, such practices being at variance with the true
principles of the Grder. I have alwais objected to its being made or counsidered a
que:i military body, which has of late appeared to command so much attention, as
gratifying a newly acquired taste for military display and show, and the curiosity of
the out-ide worid. I must not be bere for a moment misunderstood as in the remot-
est degree attempting to cast reflections on the admirable system of organization,
followed by our enthusiastic and zealons fratres of the Unit-d States, or on their be-
coming and tasteful uniform, so appropriate to our day and generation; but that
simply I consider that it would be out of character for us to adopt it, end-avoring as
we ure, to approximate to the old Order which we represent. Has it never occurred
to our fratres who are so anxious tc assume a new and dramatic appearance, what an
extraordinary phase the Order has assumed by the introduction of a system ot drill,
in imitation of a military body? Have they forgotten that the ancient Templars
themselves were all men of rank and position, and not the cquivalent of 2 volunteer
militia battalion. No doubt in the early days of the Order, they fought in a Lody a8
fighting Knights, without regard to details of military organization ; but when the
Order became numercus and powerful, and when military formation, tact and drill
prevailed, there can be no doubt that the Templars retained a powerful body of men
at arms, and themselves all accupi d sup- rior positions We have an uctual evidence
of this in the contemporary Order of Malta; wherein in the modern period the Knights
not only maintained paid land forces, but a nivy also  The sight of an army in which
all the privates are Knights is indeed something to be iooked upon with curiosity.

CONCLUSION.

And now, Fratres of the Great Priory of Canada, allow me again to congratulate
you on the declaration of your independence aud the position you hold asa Sover-
eign Budy, The Order is in your own hands to make it worthy of the high posit.on



