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'T'le State has the right to teachl any
biancl of know ledge that will proiote the
public welfare. This is the broad pioposi-
tion on whici public education rests. The
attempt to draw a line through education
and <teny the iight of the State to cioss it,
is illogical and futile. 'hie State lias either
the riglht to teaclh ail blanches of u'efdil
knowledge, or it has no right to teacli any
biancli. Telire is no middle groiund.

'T'lhe right of the State to teach ail tseftil
knowledge does not necessarily make such
instruction its dty. 'lie riglit to teacl is
one thing, and the obligation to teach is an-
other. Thle duîty of the State in education
is limnited by its ability. It cannot teacli all

persons ail knowledge, and it is not its duty
to attempt it. Whben the teaching of one

kind of knowledge necessarily excludes more
important instruction, the Siate is released
fromî obligation to teacli sucli knowledge.-
If it lias not the ability to cover the whole

rotundîl, it becomes its duty to give attention
to the more important and usefuil.

'l'o what extent, and liow, should the State

provide this mîdustrial instruction and train-
ing ? This, as is seen, involves the question,

To what extent can technical instruction
be given in our public schools ?"--
To narrow the question, permit me to as-
suimle that it is the duty of the State to pro-
vide an efficient system of industrial training,
and then let us see how much of such train-
ing can be wisely incorporated into our pre-
sent school system.

The public school exhausts neither the
right nor the duty of the State in education.

It may establislh higher institutions, and it
iay organize or encourage special schools of

an elemientary character to meet the wants
of classes. 'lie public school is primarily
an agency for the gencial education of all
classes of youth. It is a comsmon school,-
a school designed to imîpait a coiion edu-
cation,-an educal ion useful to ail and open
t o all..

This priiary funîction of the public school
is of the highest praclical importance and
vahie. Its comprehensive aim is to prepare
the child to discharge the dities and ieet
the obligations of coming manhood, includ-
ing his relations to the faiily, society, and
the State,-relations involving the highest
and mîost important activities of civilized
life.

The public school assumes that every child
that crosses its threshold to receive instruc-
tion is to be a mian, and that his first and
highest need is to have ail the elements of
manhood within him developed, quickened,
and energized. lhe first eleient in this
elemientary training is character, and the
second is intelligence,-intellectual furnish-
ing and force.

My next position is that this primary func-
tion of the public school should not be sub-
verted to provide technical instruction.-
This would sacrifice the more important to
the less important. Al experience shows
that even for industrial purposes, no techni-
cal training can compensate for the lack of
general edtcation. " The hand," says
Mann, " becomwes another hand when guided
by an intelligent mind." Thought gives
quickness and accuracy to the eye, and cun-
ning to the fingers. Popular intelligence
not only promotes industrial skill but it
creates a demand for its products. It touches
both of the great laws of wealth. What
a conserver of industrial skill and enterprise


