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venuilation, and warmth, to-the normal school
and its arrangements—all of them alluded to
with words of praise. At p. 380, reference
is made to the Schoul of Practical Scicnce;
and at p. 392, there is a warm culogy upon
the merits of Canadian teaching and its elab.
orate appliances; and above all, Toronto,
‘“‘a city justly celebrated for its scholastic
institutions.”  The gymnastic apparatus ex-
hibited are specially noted at p. 449; whilst
at p. 503, there is an account of the visit of
M. Buisson, in company with Mr. J. II
Smith, Inspector for the County of Went.
worth, to the High School at Wateidown,
where he was agreeably surpriscd to find in
a building of mudest appeaiance, ¢“scholars of
both sexes, of from fifteen to eighteen years, oc-
cupied in translating a page of the * Enejd '
*Under this admirable system,” adds the
President, ¢ (he families of farmers have no
cause for envying the inhabitants of the towns
and zities.”

It may be added, that much of the volume
which refers to the schools of the Union is
equally applicable to our own; indeed, Cana-
dians flatter themselves that where they have
copicd, they have taken care to improve
upon the examples, and that in many import-
ant respects, they have struck out an original
path for themselves. The volume which we
have noticed so bricfly, is an extremely valu-
able one on many accounts, It may cnable
instructors to see themselves as others sce
them, who live under diverse conditions.
There is much that is suggestive in the intel-
ligent observations of the Commission, and
there is abundant proof there of new life and
intelligence in a regenerated France.

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF TEACHING.
By James Johonnot. New York: I, Apple-
ton & Co.; Toronto: Willing and Wiliam.
son.

This, one of the latest additions to the lit-
erature of professional education, emanates
from Ithaca, N.Y., and on ti:e whole, is well
worthy of perusal. The author’s endeavour
has been, as he says, to examine education
from the standpoint of modern thought.  His
aim is an ambitious one, and having led his
readers to expect so much, it is his own fault

if the result is somewhat disappointing. To
state concisely the well settled principles of
psychology is a task so extremely difficult
and demanding such special qualification,
that it is no matter of surprise if Mr, Johonnot
has on the whole failed to make his sketch
practically of much use to teachers. A little
knowledge of mectaphysics is a dangerous
thing, and the teacher who will get his only
knowledge of the subject from the hook be-
fore us will not add much to his equipment,
while he who is well read in metaphysics will
probably skip the pages. Again ““a con-
nected view of the interdependence of the
sciences ™ turns out to be a short chapter of
twenty-two pages of which more than half
consists of a meagre sketch of the life and
work of Agassiz.  The great educational re-
formers consist for Mr. Johonnot of Pestalozzi
and Freebel.  We cannot account for his utter
silence with regard to Samuel Wilderspin the
founder of systematized and sensible Infant
Education. Surely no work of this kind
should have omitted mention of the man who
introduced gallery lessons, popularized ob-
ject teaching, and above all, brought into the
foreground of thought the subject of moral
training in the playground and school.  Wild-
erspin’s works were translated into German,
and the translator thanked by the Prussian
Parliament, years before Froebel borrowed
his ideas, and with real benevolence entered
upon the same path, although the dreami-
ness and want of ruling common sense of the
German educator have given a tinge of absurd-
ity to the otherwise charming Baby-Garden.

Mr. Johonnot’s chapter on Physical Culture
is well written and valuable, as also is the
following one on /Esthetic Culture.

We disagree with him in excluding thestudy
of foreign languages from all but the aca
demic course ; and we rise from the perusal
of his scheme of study with a conviction that
in his eflort to be practical he has only en-
couraged that superficiality which is the bane
of American schools. It needs to be borne
in mind, especially in this country where the
active work of life begins so early, that
gymnastics are the most important part of the
cducation of children. The muscles of the
mind as well as those of the body must be




