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TRANSACTIONS OF THE

ed for o her than those meniioned he is sued
for, aud then comes on the horrors of the
division court.

The year 1856, *57 and *58 were very baid
for clearing land, the snow lay deep and long
ia the spring, which was cither very harsh and
dry witha wet harvest, or a very wet spring
ani a very dry harvest. Oxen in spring are
very weak owing to the want of root crops
and turn ps, the growing of which is shame-
fully neglected in this county.

Bat worse thae «ll t is is that curse of
curses to the farmer and liborer, the Credit
System. in «onnection with the means of col-
lecting the debs.

The land mauia that every one was afflict-
ed -ith, lrove many out of their senses as
well as properiy. DPeople imagined that if they
could not get land for their children at the pre-
sent time they never would have the same op-
portunity again. They bbrrowed money at any
rate of interest, no matter what, if they could
only get it.  Others, if they c.uld scrape up
820 to pay down on one hundred acres,
would squat on the one along side, while they
went in debt for every thing they required.
But how, may be usked, dil they obiain this
credit? Ou account of their property. The
land in general was good, and for every one
that wanted to sell there were three ready to
purchase. From $1000 to $1600 was the
usual price asked for the good will of 100
acres. according to the improvements and lo-
cality. Every ¢ rner was considered rillage
property, and if it was oniy staied off and a
map made of it, it was considered worth $500
an acre. I suppose there have been as many
as three hundied persons in the Township of
Bruce in 1856 lvoking for land, which they
would pay a fair price, but could ob.ain none
under the abose figure ; to-day one half ths
Township v uld be sold for from $400 to
$500 Lor the zood wil of it, and the land is
the best on the face of the glob2 Under the
circumstance mentioued ab.ve, with regard
to the suppo-ed value of pioper.y, the settlers
did not seem to vare what de.ts they ¢ n-
tracted. The merchan:s on the o.ker hanl
were not slow tv give them an opportunity.
All a person bad to do was to say he had so
much land with as mu h paid on it, and his
credit was good for $200. But the local
merchant was not the worst, the fo:eizn trad-
er is the party that has ruined the County of
Bruce. First, the stove pedier, the plough
maker, fanuing miils, fruit trees, and furniture;

the number of agents fiv the sale of thee
artides as astonishing, an absolute pest
no soonor had you bought off one, than an
other was in the clearance or house as th
case might be. The more you proteste]
against buying the more pre-sing they became,
All they required to know of the parties wag,
had they land? and then, as they said, the
law was sute to find them their piy. Tt
true many bought articles that they did nt
want or intend to pay for, but for this the
venders secured themselves by charging dow
ble the value of the article to every purchas-
er.  Others again bought what they were
not in the slightest need of ; parties bought -
stoves that had not a herring to co k on then,
and others got them that did not know which
part of them to put thefire in a year befor,
and if they weie not getiing them on the cred-
it system they would not have one in the
course of their lives. In no county in Cana
da could such things have been m e cadlf-
dispensed with, for better material for build
ing chimney of either stone or clay is nt’
in existence, than can be found in the Couny
of Bruce. Tvery body knows hw stune ot
burnt biick chimneys are built, but the ey
chimneys in the coun'ry are highly dangerou,
and should not be allowed in a settlement.”
Chimneys can be built with clay, solid o
moulded into sun burnt br.ck, which artick
can be prepared in this manner: Markot
a piece of ground for a bed, say 12 feet by6,3
remove the surface carefully till you getbe
low the roots, and loose soi!, which is general-*
ly from 8 to 12 wches. In some parts bj.
that depth you will be in the marl (whichi
the best manure for sandy, mucky, or loany
land that can be applied) ur in stiff clay, bu
it does not matter which, as either is equally
good for the purpose ; of this you will di
and break as fine as possible 1 foot deep, the.:
soak it through with water, leave it to soak
for 24 hours, then tike a horse, or ox an_d
leal, drive, or ride him through it untlil
is completely mixed and no raw particles ap
pearing in  it,when turn with the chovel:
The only point where judgment is required
is to know what temper is required for mould-
ing or building ; it for moulding it need ool
be very stiff, but if for building a solid chir-
ney the stiffer the better. This is the partd
the operati n that has defeated thousands,atd
led to the practice of putting wood alongmth‘
the clay, which has ended in the buraingdf
many houses. When a bed of clay of a foot



