
OF TH.. BOARD OP AGRICULTURE.

"In August the nettle has performed all its
notions for the year, even te the production of

eed, se that, although upon being cut down it
'Il disappear for thatyear, the pest ii not at all
jured in productiveness for the next season.
he fallac, of prcmmni A t cut of

We are glad te see that an influential meeting,
lied by public advertiserment, bas recentlybeen
Id in the city of Kingston, te corsider the
opriety of establishing a Botanical Society.
ie Rev. Dr. Leitch, Principal of Queen's Col-
ýe, was alled to the chair, and opened the
oceedings with a perspicuous and eloquent
dress. The learned Principal was followed by
ofessors Williamson, Weir, Mowatt, Litch-
Id, Yates, Stewart, Lawson, etc., who pointed
, the advantages which such a Society,
connection with a Botanical Garden, would
fer not only in thè vicinity of Kingston, but
the British Provinces generally. The in-

ests of Botanical science would thus be pro-
tediin an extensive region of country, which
hitherto been too much neglected, but which
aises te all zealous cultivators an abund'ant
vest. The.resolution te establish the Society
carried unanimously, and a code of Laws

its government agreed' te, and' a considera-
number of gentlemen entered their names as
bers. The Society consists of four classes,

1. Honorary Members; 2. Fellows; 3.
ual Subserilers; 4. Correspondin; Mfem-

The subscription of Annual Members ai
Members generally will enj@y certain pri-

-ges, such as. air èreli:ange of plants; infor-

muation relative te their habits, mode of culture
and economie uses, &c.

As the proceedings of this Society, if proper-
ly sustained and carried out, cannot fail to influ-
ence favorably net only the Horticulture but
also ta a considerable extent the Agriculture of
Canada, we subjoin without abridgruent the abIa
and interesting address of Professer Lawson,
who is ready te furnish all particulars.of the or-
ganization and objects of the Society, and th&
manner of carrying the letter into ed'eet..

hese weeds must be apparent te everybody.
P madman in the poem ui made to say te the

'ldier as te killing his eniemies-
Kill a fool's bond of your own;
They'l die of themselves if you let them

alone.'
And this is quite true of the enemies of the
rmer at this season. The first cold night nets

uite as readily in destroying the above-ground
owth as the nost careful eutting. Hence the
jury inflicted by August cuttng is more appa-
nt than real."
In dealing, therefore, with perennial plants of
is kind, as found in pastures, the only plan is
bruise them when they first appear, and again

benever they re-appear, and their permanent
struction will be ensured at a quicker rate thar
generally supposed.
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PROFESSOR LAWSON's ADDRESS-.

Dr. Lawson pointed out the peculiar spheret
in which the botanst is called te labor, the:
range of his studies, and the menus required.for
their pursuit. It is of great, importance that.at
the outset the real çbject. of our proposed So-
ciety should be undrstood. The establishment..
of a Botanical Garden and other appliances.
must be regarded ns secondary to the great. oh-.
ject of the Society, the prosecution of scientific:
botany. Botany is at a low ebb in.Canada,.ak
a lover ebb than in niost civilized or half civil-
ized countries on the face of the earth.. At.the
close of the eighteenth century only five disser-
tations on botanical subjects had been published&
by the whole medical grad'ates of the, groat.
continent of America. Sirce then the indefati-
gable labors of such men as Michaux, Torrey,
Haîvey, Curtis, Boott, Engelmann, Tuckerman,
Sullivant, Lesquereux, and especially of one .
whose name and fame rise above all the rest,
Asa Gray, have brought our knowledge-of the
botany of the United States on aIeLweth that.
of the best botauized countries of Europe. The.
Flora of Canada bas also been elaborated-sinee
then by one who still prosides.over the destinies.
of botanical science, net in England alone, for
his authority is recognized wherever the-science
is pursued. But durqig a period of nearly tbirty
years very littL- bas been added te oûr pub-
lished knowled;ge of' Canadian botany. Infér-
mation respecting our indigenous plants must.
still bp sought for in. the work of Sir William
Hooker, issued fro- the Colonial office in Eng-
land in 133. That work, founded- as it:nees-
sarily was, on di-ed speciniens carried home hb
passing travellers, afforded te the betaniaat
world an adinirable example of how much could'
be made out of slender material when in good
bands. Unimpeachable as a work of sciîené
unsurpassed in the whore range of botanical
literature in the ,accuracy and beauty. of its il-
lustrations, the Flora oreawli-Americañá af-
forded the means of developing stilf more fully
aknowledge of the Canadian Flora. The North
American Floira of Torrey and Gray, and the,
MannaT of the Botany of the Nortbern States>
offered additional temptations te the puisùit;
but advances have net been made coinmensurate
with the advautages that were offered ve ' ,e


