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observer, a man of science and a skilful and intrepid
mariner. As a cosmographer, Champlain added yet
another laurel to his crown, for he excelled all his
predecessors, both by the ample volume of his
descriptions and by the logical arrangement of the
geographical data which he supplied. The impetus
which he gave to cartographical science can scarcely
be overestimated.

Naturalist, mariner, geographer, such was Samuel
Champlain, and to a degree remarkable for the age
in which he lived. It is, 'perhaps, unnecessary to
dwell upon the morality of the virtuous founder.
The testimony of the Hurons, who, twenty years
after his death, still pointed to the life of Cham-
plain as a model of all Christian virtues, is sufficient,
and it is certain that no governor under the old
régime presented a more brilliant example of faith,
piety, uprightness, or soundness of judgment. A
brief outline of the character of Champlain has
been given in order that the plan of this biography
may be better understood. Let us now glance at his
career more in detail.

Before becoming the founder of colonies, Cham-
plain entered the French army, where he devoted
himself to the religion of his ancestors. This was the
first important step in his long and eventful career.
A martial life, however, does not appear to have
held out the same inducements as that of a mariner.
An opportunity was presented which enabled him
to gratify his tastes, when the Spanish government
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