
TUEF COMING OP TIF LOYALISTS

within a specified time they surrendered themnselves for trial. These
arc flot isolated cases, but fair examples of the legisiation that folloNved
that famous Declaration beginning with "Ali men are crcated equial."
Upon the slightest pretext, the property of the Loyalists wvas confiscated
and not unfrequently passed to some prominent official and neyer
reached the public coffers.

Whatever plea niit be advanced for the unnatural treat-
ment of the Loyalists during hostilities, it wçould be difficuit
to find an excuse for continuing the persecutibn after the conclusion
of the wvar. During the negotiations for peace the welfare of the Lo0yalists
wvas frequently under consideration. The Americans, baving attained
their end, could ivell afford to be gencrous towards ai those who hlad
differed fromi theni. and one would scarcely expcct to find it necessary
for the British Conimissioners to urge sorne degree of leniency in pro-
viding for a gencral anrnesty to the Loyalists and compensation for the
property tliat had been confiscated. The Arnericans suggested no techni-
cal objections wvhen.agreeing, as they did, that thera should be no future
confiscations nor persecutions and that ail pencling prosecutions should
be discontinued; yet, wvhile assuming jurisdiction to cmbody these ternis
i a treaty of peace, they claimed that neither the Commissioners nor
Congress had power to provide for restitution of the property that had
been confiscated.

The outcome of the prolonlged conferences wvas a provi-
sion that Congrcss wvas. to recomniend to the several States that
indemnity should be granted to the Loyalists, and witli no further guar-
nntee than that, the Loyaiists wvere ieft to the tender mercies of their
persecutors. No colony suffercd quite as rnuchi froni the depre<lations
of the B3ritish troops as South Caroliria, yet, %Y'hen peace was concided,
it wvas thc only State to grant indeninity to the Loyalists and to receive
theni again into full citizenship. Ai the other States continucd to pur-
sue theni with rclentlcss fury. This uncompromising hostility towards
their former citizens is tersely described in Sabine's "Biography of the
Arnerican Loyalists." "At the pence, justice and good policy both
rcquired a gencral amnncsty and the revocation of the Acts of disabilitv
and banishment, so that only those wvho hand been gnilty of flagrant
crimes sbould be excludcd from bccornitg citizens. Instcad of this,
howev'cr, the State legisiatures generally contintied in a course of hos-
tile action, an<l treateci the conscientious and pure, and the unprincipled
and corrupt with the samne indiscrimination as they had done during the
struggle. In some parts of the country there rcally appears to have been
a determnation to place these niisguided but thlen hunbled men beyoiid
the palè of human %vmpathy."


