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Fig. 3S.-Square Mound, near Marietta.

used precisely as similar structures were used in Mexico
and Central America. The lower mounds, or most of
them, must have been constructed as foundations of the
more important edifices of the môund-building people.
Many of the great buildings erected on such pyramidal
foundations, at Palenque, Uxmal, and elsewhere in that
region, have not disappeared, because they were built of
hewn stone laid in mortar. For reasons not difficult to
understand, the Mound-Builders, beginning their works
on the lower Mississippi, constructed such. edifices of
wood or some other perishable material; therefore not a
trace of them remains. The higher mounds, with broad,
flat summits, reached by flights of steps on the outside,
are like the Mexican teocallis, or temples. In Mexico
and Central America these structures were very nimer-
ous. They are described as solid pyramidal masses of
earth, cased with brick or stone, level at the top, and fur-


