
KING PHILIP' WAR.

tives. Having found that they had encamped for the night, and
apparently not suspecting pursuit, the English left their horses with
a guard, and, with the Mohegans in the van, marched silently for-
ward to a field, at a place called "Nipsachick " (said to be within
the present town of Burrillville, R. I.). The night being very dark,
they were forced to wait for light. At dawn they made their attack
upon what proved to be Weetamoo's camp. The Indians were
taken by surprise and fled, leaving everything behind them. But
the Mohegans and English rushing forward found themselves con-
fronted with Philip's fighting men entrenched behind trees and rocks
ready for battle. Adopting the tactics of the enemy, the English and
their allies engaged them fiercely until 9 o'clock, when still fighting
desperately, but with powder nearly spent, the hostiles sullenly re-
tired, leaving many of their dead upon the field. Some twenty-
three of the enemy were killed, it is said, including a prominent chief,
Woonashum, called by the English, Nimrod. Of the English, two
were killed and one wounded.

Near the close of the fight, Rev. Mr. Newman and a party came
up, bringing supplies. Capt. Henchman arrived after the fight,
having sailed to Providence and marched up thence, with sixty-eight
soldiers and sixteen friendly Indians. He immediately took com-
mand, but concluded not to push the pursuit until next day. The
Rehoboth and Providence men returned home, to bring up sup-
plies for the further pursuit. They hastened back next day with all
speed, but found to tbpic great disappointment that Capt. Henchman
had not moved until that same day, giving the enemy a full day's
start; and Lieut. Thomas and his party overtoA him on the even-
ing of August 3d, at a place called by them in the report," Wapo-
,soshequash." The enemy were beyond pursuit, a part (Weetamoo's
people, except the fighting-men) having turned off into the Narra-
ganset country, while Philip and the rest passed into the great forests
beyond Quabaug. The Mohegans went to their own country on
August 4th, accompanied by Lieut. Brown and a small party, to
Norwich, to secure provisions and news of the enemy. After await-
ing the return of this party three days, Capt. Henchman on August
7th, marchedback to Mendon, meeting Capt. Mosely with a com-
pany of dragoons coming up from Providence with supplies. Next
day Capt. Henchman went up to Boston, and the Rehoboth men
returned home. Capt. Mosely was left in command at Mendon.
Capt. Henchman was relieved of command in the field and was sent
to bring off his men remaining at Pocasset. Mendon had been at-
tacked July 14th, by a party of Nipmucks, led by Matoonas, and six
or more of the settlers were killed while at work in their fields.

When the Indians returned from their siege of Brookfield, they
met Philip and his people in the woods and told him of their exploit.
He was greatly pleased, and gave some of the chiefs presents of
wampum, and promised them fresh supplies of ammunition and


