27

machmcryfor loading and unloading the vessels that
bring goods or convey them from this place. - -

Mr. Franklin having settled the route, we'took a
final leave of Philadelphia, "in a stage waggon, in-
tending first to make the {our of the southern states.
‘I'he country about Philadelphia is well” cultivated,
and abounds with neat country houses ; bat has a’
bare appearance, from the taste of the inhabitants
for cutting down all trees near their dwellings,’
cither for the sake of the wood, or to make way
for the plough. The waat of hedges adds to the
nakedness of the prospect; for the ficlds are di-
vided by a double railing, placed in a zig-zag, so0
that the ends of one tier rest upon those of the
next.  We crossed the Schuylkill by the lowest
of three floating bridges, which are made of large
trees chained together, and placed crosswise in the
water ; upon this raft, beams are put the contrary
way, and it is aftérwards boarded and railed on cach

| side. I felt a little alarmed when I saw the bridge
sink under water by the weight of our waggon ;
hut one of the passenrers smiling at my fear, I
presently fecovered myself.  Our ride fo Chester
Jiy through a pleasant eountry, diversified with
woods and rising grounds; and as we approached
the town we were gratificd by a majestic view of
the river Delaware. The first colenial asscmbly -
having met at this place, ‘is the only distinction it
can hoast. ,\We passed through \Vihhin«ton for,
the second time, and halted at a small town called
C2 Havre,




