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fjii^ory, if one may. judge from their faftories up-;

on other rivers j and the trees all the way were of,

full fize and growing near the edge on both fides,'

Without a fxngle ftuiinp among thqm, or the leaft

token of any having ever been cut down: but

wheipe there is a fettlement, a great quantity of wood
is cut down in one yeaj*s time, and that is taken

which is neareft and to be got with leaft labour.

Indeed when I was up this river in the winter, I

found in a creek on the north fide, a little way a*

bove Gillam*s ifland, two or three flumps ol large

trees; but I immediately conje<5tured, that they

mud: have been cut down many years ago by pcr-

fpns who had accidentally tented in that creek

;

fpr the flumps were very old and decayed, and
tbey do'not decay fail in this country. Befides, if

any of the Company's fhips had ever gone up^ this>

river, the entrance of it could not have been im-^

known in 1745 : neither would they have left it td^

fettle upon Hayea*srriver, where they had a fettte-

ppjent above Hiity years ago whea the French took

.

pofTe^ion of it, and gave the name of Fort Bourbon'

to. what the Company at firft called) Fort Nel%i^
from the mafler of Sir Thomas Button's fhip, but*

\

afterwards York-fort in compliment to the duke 1

of York; nor would they have had two faftories'

fo near each other. Indeed, either thro* ignorance

or defign, the old name of Port Nelfon has beetir

fince refloredi the Company's letters in 1688,
IJ690, and 1 69 1 being addreffed to governor Geyfer'

and council at Port Nelfon-, yet the anfwers to thefe

very letters are all of them dated from York-fort.

From the whole therefore it is evident, that no-

fettlement has ever been made upon the branch

called Nelfon-rivcr, fince the date ot the Company's
charter.

Aswewalked alongthe river fidewe fawmany flones

ip fti^pe and colour like a cannon ball i and upon
breaking/.'*


