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carried in the pile of neatly arranged 
clothing.

Ten minutes afterward there step­
ped oat of the compartment a tall, 
loosely bout man with bright bine eyes 
staring from a son tanned counte­
nance. His eyes darted hither and 
thither and concentrated on Pete’s 
frightened features.

“B-b-bring that g-g-gun back!” he 
commanded roughly.

“Wb-what gun, sah?” parried Pete, 
ashy white with terror.

"I’ll show you, you black”— Fen- 
by's form curved into snakelike tithe- 
ness as he slouched toward the black 
man. His right hand suddenly darted 

■down and the men watching from their 
hiding place in one of the compart­
ments saw that now In bis hand there 
was a keen two bladed knife.

“Hand it over!” snarled Fenby sav­
agely.

"B-but, sah”— protested Pete.
Just then Fenby leaped, but the po­

lice officer was too much for him. He 
darted out, his foot flashed forward 
against Fenby’s advance and the ab­
sconder measured bis length on the 
tiled floor. For an Instant he lay there 
stunned, and before he recovered suf­
ficiently to rise Bardwell and his men 
were upon him and the handcuffs were 
slipped over his wrists.

"B-b-bardwell, b-b-by Jovel” he said 
dazedly. “They t-told me you had 
gone b-baek to N-new York.”

“I’m on the Job,” said Roy grimly.
“W-well, what do you w-want of 

me?” asked Feuby, with sudden bra­
vado.

“About $10,000,” was Roy’s cool re­
ply.

Bardwell threw back his head and 
laughed. “I lost every p-penny last 
n-nigbt.” he asserted.

But the detectives were not so easi­
ly convinced. When Fenby was 
searched at headquarters it was found 
that he was possessed of $15,000 in 
cash.

A week later Roy Bardwell started 
north with $10,000 In bis pockets and 
his copy of a contract signed by the 
new manager of the Bardwell Lumber 
syndicate in the I.ontlgua district. And 
the new manager was well known to 
Cyrus Sackett, a man to be trusted, 
but Bardwell did not tempt him with 
the possession of large sums of money.

As for Fenby. he served a term in 
prison for bis offense and lived to at­
tempt revenge upon Roy Bardwell'* 
company. How he accomplished it and 
the result are part of another story, ’
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Sackett consulted a small book. .
“A fruit steamer should be dt the 

wharf now, clearing for New Orleans 
early tomorrow morning. I can get 
you passage on her If you wish.”

Sackett’a cablegram bad summoned 
Boy Bardwell to the little Central 
American republic, where were situat­
ed the 10,000 acres of mahogany forest 
belonging to the Bardwell syndicate of 
New York.

Roy found Cyrus Sackett at his desk 
in the consular office at Lontlgua, and 
after the preliminary greetings were 
over the consul pushed a box of cigars 
across the table and lighted a ciga­
rette for himself.

"You sent for me. I am here. X 
suppose there is something wrong,” 
began Roy nervously as he scratched 
a match.

Chartered Accointant r tnïïhPriÊdpîi
Two days later Boy Bardwell was 

In Galveston In company with a New 
Orleans detective.

"Man named Fenby? Stammers? 
No. sir; never beard of him. Had a 
fellow here named Jacobs. He stam­
mered some. Cards? Well, yes; he 
did play a mighty lot when he was 
here. Don’t know where he went, but 
he did say he aimed to go to New 
York.”

That was a sample of the informa­
tion that Roy and Fox, the detective, 
gathered In their search for a clew to 
Fenby’s present whereabouts. At last 
there came a day when a definite clew 
was obtained.

Fenby, or Jacobs, as he now called 
himself, if be was the late superintend­
ent and manager of the Bardwell! 
Lumber syndicate, was at the Hot 
Springs. So Roy and Dan Fox Jour­
neyed north to the famous health re-, 
sort. <.■ i

Two days’ search of the city failed 
to result In finding the absconder.

Then Roy developed a touch of his 
old enemy, rheumatism, and he resort­
ed to the baths in earnest 1

“I will go on to Richmond,” said 
Fox. “A man named Fenby has Just 
cleaned $5.000 out of one of the gam­
bling houses there, and I believe he’s 
the man. You stay here, Mr. Bard­
well; It Is possible that be may come 
hack again, for It Is my belief that he 
has been here and left”

“I’d go in a minute if I didn't have 
a feeling that he'd be around here,” 
said Roy. “I've got to get him, Fox, 
with the money if I can. There are a 
couple of hundred small stockholders 
In New England that must be pro­
tected. He’s got the money, the cnrl” 

The third morning after Fox’s de­
parture Roy Bardwell went down to 
the bathhouses for his morning dip. 
His rheumatism was yielding to the 
treatment

I’ete. the black attendant prepared 
Roy’s bath, and the president of the 
Bardwell Lumber syndicate entered 
the compartment and prepared to en­
dure the suffocating atmosphere pre­
scribed for bis ailment 

From outside came the sound of 
voices in conversation.

"Bb-ath ready, Pete?” asked a south­
ern voice, mellow in its drawling ac­
cents.

“Yes, sah; Jes’ a minute, sah.”
That was all. But it was quite 

enough for Roy Bardwell. Without 
pausing to use the towel, he hopped 
out of the steaming tub and into his 
bathrobe with nervous haste.

When he heard the stammerer enter 
the adjoining compartment and heard 
the splash of water Roy stepped out­
side where Pete was hanging the new­
comer's clothing In the checking room.

“Why, sah, yon done botch yore 
deff!” gasped Pete as he beheld Roy's 
flushed face, moist with the steaming 
vapor. “Whuffor you cornin' out dis­
se way. Do doc say you have to stay 
In dere an hour and”—

Pete's month openod so wide with 
astonishment that speech was utterly 
impossible, for Roy was holding a 
twenty dollar hill agreeably close to 
that black, toll worn hand.

"Pete,” he whispered softly, "I'm 
hunting for the man that stutters. 
He's committed a crime. In the pock­
ets of his clothes—you have ’em there, 

.m.v man—should ho a weapon, pistol 
probably. lie Is a dangerous man and 
might muss up your floor here with my 
blood. Sure thing, PeteTlf he sees me 
first! Tfois twenty Is yours If you 
hand over the pistol to me. How many 
arc there? Two? By Jove, Fenby 
Isn't faking any chances! Now, bring 
me my own clothing. Oh, don't you 
worry, Pete, the police will be here in 
a jiffy and you’ll be protected.”

The scared but opulent Pete assist­
ed Roy into his clothes and led him 
to the nearest telephone booth. There 
be washed his hands of the whole 
transaction and went back to his du­
ties In the checking room.

Roy had a few moments’ conversa­
tion with the chief of detectives and 
then sat down to wait for the arrival 
of the officers with the warrant for 
Fenby’s arrest

It was two hours before they beard 
Fenby’s preliminary cough and then 
bis stuttering call for the attendant 

Pete waited on him and obediently
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'What's the matter?”
Sackett looked at the glowing end of 

bis cigarette, while be answered the 
question by asking another.

"Known this Fenby chap very long?”
“Oh, a few months before he came 

\ down here. Why?”
"Ever do business with him before?”
“No, bnt be came highly recommend­

ed from your predecessor on this Job. 
Seems be used to be secretary to old 
Kerfoot when be was in Lontlgua 
some fifteen years ago. I have per­
fect confidence In him.”

"Then maybe I’m mistaken in calling 
you down here, but his bead man, the 
one In charge of the native help, came 
to me a short time ago and said Fenby 
bad disappeared.”

“Disappeared!” echoed Roy blankly. 
“Impossible, SackettI Why, be had 
$10,000 of our money in bis pockets. I 
sent him a draft on the 1st of the 
month. It was for running expenses 
In getting out the timber, bis salary.
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“He bas cashed the draft” said the 
consul

Roy was pacing tbe floor now, his 
brows meeting in a black frown and 
bis hands clinched In his pockets. 
Suddenly be turned and faced tbe con-, 
sut

“Tell me what to do, Sackett” be 
pleaded. “Why, we’ve got Orders for 
timber enough to clear expenses and
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A Portrait That Was Slashed as Soon 
as It Was Painted.

Lord Kedesdale once gave n descrip­
tion of Whistler’s- methods to a meet­
ing In London In support of a memo­
rial to the great artist. The eccentric 
master was painting, he said, a por­
trait of a lady.

Whistler took up his position at one 
end of the room with bis sitter and 
the canvas at the other end. , For a 
long time he stood looking at his 
model, holding In his hand a huge 
brush full of color, such a brush as a 
mart would use to whitewash a house. 
Then he rushjjd forward and smashed 
the brush fimof color into the canvas. 
Then he ran back, and forty or fifty 
times he repeated this. At the end of 
that time there stood out on the can­
vas a space which exactly indicated 
the figure, the form and the expression 
of the sitter.

There was a pathetic story attached 
to the picture. The bailiffs were in the 
house when the picture was finished. 
That was quite a common occurrence, 
and Whistler only laughed, but he 
went around his studio with a knife 
and deliberately destroyed all bis can­
vases, including this picture, which 
was to have been his <Lord Redes- 
dale's).—Dunrtee Advcrtlser.
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“disappeared!

pay a huedsoihe dividend, and I have 
promised delivery at the time specified 
by Fenby. The $10,000 I sent to him 
was a special Issue of stock, and the 
stockholders are people In moderate 
circumstances. If 1 can’t recover the 
money the whole thing will go to 
smash!”

“He hasn't- had it long enough to 
spend much.” said Sackett thoughtful­
ly “This morning 1 learned that be 
was last seen in Galveston. Oh, jes, 
they usually make for the States to 
spend money. 1 suggest that yon go 
there and take up the trail. Get a 
good detective, and when you find your 
man nail him and see if you can't get 
some of the money hack. Only my ad­
vice la to locate him as soon as possi­
ble. before he gambles It away. That’s 
his failing—cards. Look for him where 
there is high piny and you’ll find him.”

“I’ll do It,” said the boy. with sud­
den decision. “When can
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