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Mr Balfour on Education
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1,1*3 in nn ml nOf the right of the parent^ determine the great efforts which the Church of England has ^he first of . these two alternatives. The (Cheers.) That has been settled for them by teaching ability in religious matte?2o refuse
religious education of his- children in elemen- made for generations and is still making in the mo.re observe the general tone of the edu- an Act of Parliament obscure ambieuous in that right is reallv irrotesnue WhaTrtL r™, •
tary schools (Hear, hear.) It was not. anew cause of. elementary education as if they had ^onal movement throughout the world, the its wording, but still intentionally desÇned o ernmeft wou concede Jo the^om^Sh*
principle; it was as old as any jurisprudence never been made at all. (Cheers.) It really is more convinced shall we become that no prevent the teaching of anv narticular Henom nL «‘T. concede to the Roman Cath-
in the world, and they had applied it to the absurd for any particular legislator to come for- greaterdisaster could happer to any commun- ination being given^o the chUdren of thltdë" whirh u ^espect 18 a th,n& .
great religious difficulty of the day and had ward—unless he avowedly comes forward as ,4y ths»J that it should banish religion, as a nomination g Now that is a svstem which Yh h .the Ch ch of England and every other
made fair progress. This league had been in the mere tyrannical instrument of a temporary thing of no account, from the lessons which are breaks down altogether at the bar of reason denomination has- the right to require,
existence for only about nine months, and al- majority—it is quite absurd, I say, for any be taught to its children. (Héar, Hear.) And and which five minutes argument knocks to ^Cheers.) I do not care what is to be in the.
ready it had between 70,000 and 80,000 mem- practical statesman to come forward and say lf am told> as by some I may be told, that pieces, and which has not even the practical Educatl0n BllI> provided it be left open to ; .
bers. drawn from all parts of the country. The that the Legislature may invite n great relig- rehÇon 18 a very good thing—that religion advantage of satisfying the community as a' those who are responsible for the selecting of
league belonged to no political party, it was at- ions community to spend vast sums of money, ou^h.t tobe taught to children, but that the whole, but which must absolutely go if parents’ teachers> not to ask offensive questions, not to '
tached to no special school of thought in the to undergo enormous labor and cost, at the in- PeoP*e w,ho ou&ht to teach it are the parents, I rights are to be regarded (Cheers) In other Put preposterous tests, but simply to make
Church. To hear some people talk one might vitation of the State, and then to have the res- say’.L°?k around upon the actual facts of the words, if you really wish to have a stable and themselves acquainted with the broad fact
think it was a special dodge of the High ults of all those labors and all that expenditure civilization in which you live. If ydu compel logical arrangement, you will have to allow Can this teacher teach that which we are em-
Church party. (Laughter.) It was nothing swept away in a momont without considéra- *.give up their duties as regards indeed to encourage, Nonconformist teaching ploying him to teach? (Cheers.) Mr Balfour
or the kind The list of speakers for that^ven- tion, without regard for the cause for which ^ ar^du£atlon to the teachers of your ap- in Church schools where the Nonconformist after giving a resume of his previous pSs’
mg demonstrated that fact, and there was the those labors and that expenditure were under- pomtment, how can you ask them to divide parents desire it, and you will have to allow said:-There only remains the fifth sten to
further evidence that among the many thou- taken. (Cheers.) I do not believe that the ,edu^at‘on m tbls kind of way, and require effective denominational teaching in the coun- take, which is to ask who is to have the con-
sand. members of the league was a large pro- Church of England, will ever stand in the way kJ*.* tbem that- f the cost of cil schools. That is not all. ft is perfectly trol of the appointment^ those tether! who
portion of Nonconformists. (Cheers.) Their of a sound system of education. I do not be- State< and.by teachers in whose appoint- clear to me that, if religious education is to be are to give religious as^ell as secular ed^ca
cry was for religious hberty-for the right of l.eve she w.U ever regard her interests, or her £çnt the community has a voice, to teach effective, experience shows we must encourage tion. I would ventiire td say that there must
minorities, so that every child could be brought supposed interests, as being in any sense ob- them that their secular education has to be the teachers to take part in it. (Cheers.) I do be some kind of veto by the Darents imon thJ
up in the religion of its parents. (Cheers ) stades m the way of a really national system. d°”e. by that machinery but religious educa- not say that the whole religious teaching need selection of the teacher who is to teach theiJ

Mr. Balfour, who was received with pro- But to tell me that all the sacrifices which 18 to, be divorced from it? I, therefore, necessarily be carried out by the teachers of children religion. That is in strict conformity
longed applause said:—My Lords and Gen- have been made in the past are to cçunt for hold—and in this I know I Speak the general the school. I certainly should not refuse the with the objects of the great associationS
tlemen,—Your chairman has briefly but most nothing in the arrangements for the future, *eJmgS.u countr>rmen—I hold that it is aid of ministers of all denominations whose I am addressing, and it appears to me ta he
clearly explained the principles underlying the and that what is to be done is to be done irres- not worth while arguing whether we shall pres- children were represented in the schools ; but perfectly practicable Whether this CovJn
Parents’ League As an abstract principle I pective of the wish of the great mass of the f™5 rellf°n ,n the .voluntary schools. Relig- in the main, if you want the teaching to suc- ment or any Government will feel that after
doubt whether there is a single citizen of this people—that, I sa?, is really absurd. (Hear, mu8t be,Pr,ff1rved and will be preserved, ceed, it is desirable to have teachers who will all the debates we have had the real outstand
country who does not’feel the irresistible jus- hear ) That is my first principle, or my first ^Hear- hef?) WfeIl> the only alternative, if you teach it. (Cheers.) On this point I do not pre- ing grievances of any class in the communhv
tice of the claim which it enshrines. There is conclusion as to the late controversy. - mean and in .so far as it is fomyi necessary, to tend "to have personal experience, but I have are so great that the labor and turmoil of in
no man who, if consulted as to whether he Contracting Out. alter the present system, is to move in the <«- conversed with a large number of experts, and other < Education Bill must be undertaken I
could find a scheme of education carrying it My SCCond is that no remedy for the present S ?, f5bt9 <cheefs). to modify there is almost unanimity on the point that, know not. But if the task is again undertaken
out to perfection, who would not adopt it— anomalies can be found in the direction of con- L f *i!at Pare,nt® sha11 feel what especially in large schools, it is the teacher by a responsible Government there can I
there is not a man to whom that question could tracting out. It is not impossible, and hmJght {eeI~that have alone, broadly speaking-I do not laydown think, be no doubt that the lines on whichthev
be put who would not answer it I believe in not be disastrous, to allow schools of great S K t J W'tbre^rd t0^ reli§mn any universal proposition-to whom should be ought to proceed are in the direction which I
the affirmative. But there is in this imperfect wealth, possessed of ample endowment!^ to that thp thcir chlldran- and entrusted, not merely the giving of secular have ventured briefly to indicate. They are
world of ours a large gap between the per- contract themselves out of the ordinary system X , £ T’ ?ot chosen by education> but of religious education. (Cheers.) m conformity, as Lord Salisbury told you jusJ

come here to address vou tonight upon the sch0°ls ar? outside the system, and a large if the new system is to bp on thp«p > If that be admitted, we are driven on again . han the common law of England.theory of the Parents’ League if it were not notnVecommen7ft\nf>ntUreuS<lh00lS- 1 do carTies with U two conclusions! ” one of by irresistiblc logic *<>. aak how the teachers ™ bdievT'notTSp V^K/113^13-
that all .the signs of the times point to the fact disastrous effects’ R, 1 W?U,d bav.e,no ve^y which there would be Churchmen who would 'yb° ar5 t0 teach religion m accordance with ;n harmony with the r 6' ^bey
that if there is to be anv change in our exist- “isasb"?us effects. But what would clearly object, to the other of which there , the wishes of the parents are to be selected, and tere«t= 7 . tb® ,hlgbest religious m-
irig system of elementary7iducatfon, logic, prin- P)wethlS noorULStS’t educa.tlonally> ‘8 to al- Nonconformists who would object i. 7 thi.s is rcal.ly the all-important point. I am not l ti b*e COU”t^y; TbC7 faXor. P° deu°m*
ciple and expediency all point in the direction w ? Li h °ls ,î° C°Ctract °ut (Hear- The Cowper-TtoSnle Cl!u„ ^ discuSs the question of tests for teach- ^veeouaMnsH^ denomination. They
oi embodying as perfectly as mav be the orin- bea^) Directly you allow fhe poor schools to T. . . wper temple Clause. , ers. That was made, I am well aware, a shib- ^ ® ®quaI justice all round. In other words,
doles of 7the Parents’ League in the educa- contract out, and try to bring them up to their . *? qulte manifest that if you are going boleth of the platform, but it is a shibboleth m 3 ■reL°rrn °.” lme® which will stand the
tional system of the country (Cheers ) We f°rm^r rate-aided position by merely increas- sincerely to endeavor to give the children an quite useless except on the platform. (Laugh- n^ld scrutiny and the most pitiless logi-
all know not only thatTheed^ti^ contre- mAthe grant/ you only raise the general level education m the religion desired by ter.) It carries with it clear or definite “ U haf î« it, therefore, some
versy has absorbed an immense amount of the °* tbfrX>Sv e\efnentary education. I cannot * Pafents- you have to modify the existing meaning to any thinking man, and its whole S. PerPetuity, and if the people of this
time of Parliament has roused passions from myse,i believe that any government will again ’L Vscbo<?'s and y°u have al- object and effect is to call down cheers at the rJ are, 1Iîdeed discontented with the his-
one end of the country to the other has filled suggest that contracting out is the proper solu- • ? er to break down that most anomalous moment and possibly to obtain votes. (Laugh- c foundation upon which the religious 
the newspapers and has SvJn occasion to ^on of the question. The third principle I lay and i°defT*ble .arrangement, the Cowper- ter.) The recent discussions in the Housed fy^ei? of„the Act of Î902 was foùnded, let
countless pamphlets- we all know that and d°wu is that no solution will ever be accepted cmple clause in the provided schools. Commons have shown beyond doubt that the . 55 by ( means sweep it away. But do not
we all know that this question, debated’ now ry *5 ?e°p e of thls country which gives pre- ibane^S'^mtL°Ur chavT8'® must be à double Government themselves are aware of all the annth ” attemPt substitute for one anomaly
for more than a generation, has yet remained /^entlai treatment to the Roman Catholics. ,.There ^ Nonconformist reformers ambiguity which lurks under that well-worn * e: ly’ f?r one cause of scandal and .
unsettled. There^are many whoLhink that a (Near, hear.) I am perfectly ready to fight for ^ wbat tbfry consider to be the formula. In the strict sense of the formula I do , , an°*ber and yet greater cause of scan-
settlement must at all costs be immediately the Roman Catholic parent, as I am for the Lf \ce ,of V*eir °wn people, but absolutely not believe that any human being wants to im- , d .offence.. Let them boldly take the
arrived at • and all hope whatever their expec- Anglican parent ; but I will never willingly con- 1 .d to the equally obvious injustice that pose tests, and what is more, I do not believe , rational, broadminded course which I
tations may be, that that happy consummation Sentl L W.1 ,nevcr be.a Pa^y to any arrange- s?b.eye would-inflict upon Church people tests have ever been imposed. (Cheers.) But thLf ^I\tu.',ed to |ay before you tonight, and
may indeed be attained. But there is no use ment that S^ycs special privileges to any one ., 0 W‘SM°a on 7 ot}e kind of scheme, and that if you ask whether the abolition of tests means m„,.’ .n^ tbe1”. °nly> w.e shall have found the
attempting to solve the existing inequalities c°mmumon. (Hear, hear.) Now, if these prop- îhc Pr®vided school. And so little do they that no inquiry is to be made, no information m™bodiî)7 wblcb tb highest interests of reli-
and injustices in so far as they exist of the ?slL?.nS &(anted> m what line is movement know how to use the English language with received as to the capacity of the teacher to W1/ J?e found c mpatible with State edu- *
mesent system if ?ou are goinL to substitute t0 take place if movement be necessary? If we accuracy (laughter that thev describe this undertake the teaching of religion which is cation. (Cheers.)
new inequalities and new injustices for those Ion mï^wornove^”1 °f I9°2' in what direc- control by a® thc Part his duties, I say, in the first place, that The Dean of Canterbury moved-—“That
Which you are going to remove (hear, hear) ; mU8t We “OVe?Ai S h? coLfôrmiJv & 1 he rthgl°Vs Ueduca* « an absolutely absurd position to put any of thismeeting affirms the right of parents tb de
and when I hear the words “compromise” and ^ Two Alternatives. jSr of those/esPonslb[e f°r teaching in ; and, in the termine the character of the religious teaching
“arrangement” whispered about, talked about, There are really only two directions-oply (Heïr heaJ I o net f,the klnd' ==cond Plac.e- 41,6 Government themselves, in of their children in the schools of the couX
discussed in Parliament in general terms, I al- 7 1 do not know that I have any the stress of argument and with the—I will not and to have such teaching given in «Æi
ways from my heart desire that the aspirations ' ' ' ■■ ■ ' ■ _________________________________ __ hours by teachers who are qualified and he-
embodied in these words may find a successful r,_ ^ ~ —---------------------  lieve in what they teach.” He said that it was
issue, but I wait in vain for that clear appre- r I \ /T * 1 ^ e _ only within the last two years that in Englandlhe Mdton Tercentenary at Cambridge HEEE235BE

May I begin by repeating the well-known HE tercentenary of the birth nf • r ou , . bls own rel>gioft.
and familiar fact that the Education Act of Jffe, John Milton was celebrated rerentte JU75bo1!' S° they w*e m MlIton 8 poetry, in poraries, who were engaged in civilizing Ehg- • education was reorganized
1902 was, in so far as the religious question at his college Christ’s College Cam7 ~blcb tbe science was as,wonderful as the art. lish poetry. He had little effect upon them; he ti,” def Eorster and Mr. Gladstone,
was concerned, based on the historic founda- bridge, were ’an iconograohicâ la îîd The art was science applied to thought and founded no school and gave no impulse of let- ! sbad°w of an attempt or a sug-
tion of the act of 1870; and like all structures nil bibliographical exhibition^ has been Ianguage and transfigured by that creative im- ters, except the impulse given to all true artists {L t ,dl7tat7 L0 the Parents of England 
based upon historic foundations, it presents open during the last twelve weeks ’ agination, on which the discoveries of science, when they saw and recognized perfect to art. ïj,:(tuS?i°‘rd }he foJ™ Pf religious education
some arrangements, some plans, some ground- The Master and Fellows of Christ’s entertained like the achievements oFart, were ultimately For perfection he discarded all else, tears t, " 4 r. ^‘ld:r®i“ 8bl°u^*d receive. The ques-
work which no architect would have chosen at dinner in the college hall some leading mem-1 based- In the science of his art Milton stood a,nd laughter, the common sweetness of earth, Donen!: 7L LV t“y £. •e admission of their op-
lf he had been able to select his own site and bers of the University and a number of disting- alone among the English poets, and it was this thc power to move the heart and to bring heal- ï™™? came. ,.° this—whether there were

UiT^ X« „se„„d by u« Master SMS =

Hnes.e11 AnL'rwnember X^Xar^^ï ^ ^ new^TatXwhS TTa^audtenStad Ï wou/dtbliterate SXÏ ollS gW scLS

education is concerned every Readmits thaî 'f'ÎS h!H where Milton ^ doneonce in theprogress of any literature-. sembled by ’invitation to see a performalceof Tbey might be a minority, but let
the plan laid down in 1902 istiie plan on which ®Jo X TÎrikîng6 rCTuCd S°mC of 1*1S efrly MiffXSeSelf Z™ f 7h Cornus by members of the University, assist- \ SL'?'ne,ckad ™in?nty in this matter,
hereafter, so far as prophesy can reach the Td* 5 striking. The menu card includ- Milton.set before himself. He held aloof from ed by ccrtain ladies. To this performance we (Cbfers) They had had.signs m the last two

~ : • rca . ’ t“e cd a reproduction of the Onslow portrait of the literature of his own time, and studied 111 ^ . we or three months that in some quarters
œÆttwtï in,he Mm°”“ —> s Si
criticism" hraesgb°eUeSn ma'de!^ in rejection The toast of “the King” was proposed by mo^ years p,a5sed before beh allowedit to be ing alike were very highly to'be remmeLded^It pritnci^le tbey were assertihgPthat night was
with which difficulties have arisen. For my the Idaster. who al8° offf^d a welcome to his walS thlthe LhLulht lktk ofTte JeVdënre may be recorded as an unusual circumstance maintefn abuntefoJrthJe dergy and BlsboPs to
own part, judging as impartially as I can from ^«ts; and the,toast of “The Immortal Mem- îfr L&* sdf'dePre* that the performers, desiring that the honor £ w ïw ;the Parei>ts to fight for, and
the information which reaches me from all ory of John Milton was proposed by Mr. J,. station was never a feature of his character, should rest solely with the author, were partie- ’ b vu r/ Ll aS to permate and in­
sides, I should say that teven on the Sous W- Mackail, Professor of Poetry in the Univer- b“ T* Pf Parad,se L?9t he8e.cmcd to have ularly anxious that their names should be kept Chj,rch ParLents of Lancashire,
P* th«= is gross es.ggera.ioo KC ='» <* °«°"> {£ 5? Tq” repeated btfoE th"= ”eed b« ” h" rf result (Cheers.)
«cetanes made upon the act of MM. That Professor Mackail said that MOtou's pH- “denle we S of his otn fallen VtSi “hiSS'n ïf'n cl™S' ** MilMn 
ti™, ‘î did so”î. 'S6 tmperfec- macy ,n English poetry might he said to have angel. After “Cornus” came a gap of 20 years, exh‘b"l°" c,os= th,s =v="'"g-

c ,Lhe A U lu7°’ mltlgated tbf™; alie" be.enurLStAUbhTCl7 Proclaimed by Addison and and then just as that long strenuous self-educa- 
v"*ed tbem. “ a11 the respects of which the established by Johnson, but he had never want- tion was complete and perfection was on the 
am.conformiste complained; It mitigated the ed his followers, his admirers, his critics, in his point of attainment, he fell blind. When we 
n,toi ?C<Ï the- Nonconformist teacher; it own University. Johnson’s suggestion that he thought of “Paradise Lost” composed in dark- 
t he. gnevance of the single-school was rebellious at • college by his remain- ness, preserved in memory, dictated in frag-
rrri3.h TlereuS u0t °ne °J Lhe Nonconformist mg there for nearly eight years. Cam- ments, it might well seem to us the most as- 
n . ■ wbl7b was not alleviated I do not bridge left an indelible impress on his genius, tonishing of all the products of high genius 
< t • m ‘guer tban.tbat by Ibe Education Act and the only one of his contemporaries to be guided by unconquerable will. <ln the words of 

rV % f utJ 9uite ^re.e t^iat ^an.otTl" mentioned in ‘Paradise Lost” was Galileo, one De Quincey, it was not a book among 1>ooks, 
hav ■ L J0U?d4 ‘^Perfections which it might of the intellectual founders of Cambridge. He not a poem among poems, but a central force 
remn *g^ted. but which it did not wholly called him the Tuscan artist,” as if to indicate among forces. Milton moved on a higher plane 
emove, and which remain to the present day; that science and art were inseparably in con- in a different atmosphere from hit contem-
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When they saw and recognized perfect to art.
Fpr perfection he discarded all else, -tears
and laughter, the common sweetness of earth, „„ .. .. . . ------
the power to move the heart and to bring heal- 5° entu’ ca,T?e. this—whether there
ing into the lives of men. He stood now as he ^baract[epstics m the Church of England
stood then, awful, magnificent, alone. Prof es

ma
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. Lord Balfour, in seconding the resolution, 
said that he. believed tbat

Ï3-1.... JB. no more unstates- 
manlike utterance in this matter was ever made

GHvemor Oglesby once visited the State
penitentiary at Joliet to hear complaints of were to have a national V
prisoners and inspect the premises. The gov- religious education must not only be a S of 

nor stopped before a cell containing an un- it but so great a Dart as to n^rmeat^ ««« 
nsnel y ugly „„ “My man ” said doverno, nience ttFStofe K SJZSStt&Z 
Oglesby pleasantly, ‘Tiow did you get here?” the children. (Cheers.) &
For abducting a girl.” growled the man. Gov- \. ’

emor Oglesby looked him over critically and . 1 he resolution was carried with acclama- 
then said : “Well, Til pardon you as soon as I *lon*
get back to Springfield. You could not get a , Votes of thanks to Mr.* Balfour and the 
girl in any other way! chairman terminated the proceedings.
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