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C. P. R. VICE-PRESIDENT 
ARRIVES IN VICTORIA

ENTERTAINED SEAMEN.

Pleasant Event- at Institute Rooms on 
Sunday AfternJeon.

The looms of the Seamen’s Institute 
on Làngley street were well filled with 
sea-faring men on Sunday afternoon, on 
the occasion of the at home given by 
Mrs. James Anderson, assisted by 
number of Victoria ladies, to the sailors 
of the port. The rooms, under the di­
rection of Miss Nellie Devereux had 
been converted into a perfect bower of 
flowers and greenery, and looked ex­
tremely pretty.

The ladies assisted by several gentle­
men rendered splendid selection of 
cal and instrumental music, sacred songs 
playing a large part in the programme. 
The weatherbeaten sailors listened with 
delight to such well-known hymns, n« 
“Safe in the Arms of Jesus,” “Rock of 
Ages” and “Abide With Me.” At the 
conclusion of the programme, 
ments were served by the ladies.

J. S. Bailey, the veteran manager of 
the institute delivered a short address at 
the close of the programme, thanking 
the ladies for their efforts in behalf of 
the sailors. The men could always feel 
assured, when far at sea, said he, that 
they had friends among the ladies of 
Victoria who took an interest in their 
welfare.

Those who assisted. Mrs. Anderson in 
entertaining the. sailors were: Mr. and 
Mrs. Ladhdy, Mr. and Mrs. R. Jones, 
Miss Seoworoft, Miss Devereux, Mrs. 
(Capt.) Troup, Miss Cridge and Mr. Wil­
liams, of the staff of tfie Jubilee hos­
pital. „ - - . .

kicked by catholics.
t ' —— v - :

Dunkirk, France, Dec. 17:—A local of­
ficial who attempted to enter a church 
here today during mass to note the in­
fractions of the Taw, was driven out, 
beaten and kicked by enraged Catholics.

FOR MRS. PATERSON.

Forwarded by Local Council of 
>man Will Be Made Up Today.

The purse to be given as a Christmas 
present to Mts. Thomas Paterson, of 
Cape Beale, by the Local Council of 
Women, as a mark of appreciation of 
her heroism during recent wrecks on the 
West coast will be made up today, ari 
Mrs. C. W. Rhodes for the commj^B 
requests that any closing subscripnilB 
may be left iinmediately at either the 
Colonist office or Fell’s grocery store. A 
donation of $1:50 is acknowledged from 
“M. & H.” of Burnaby Lake, B. C. The 
Queen City, sailing on Thursday will 
bear the purse ,to Mrs. Paterson, accom­
panied by the good wishes of the people 
of Victoria.

HUNDREDS SHIVER
FOR WANT OF FUEL

ALASKA COMPANY WILL -1 YK

WHARFWilliam Whyte Talks of Company’s Hans, for Expansion 
and Improvement in the City and 

jon the Island,

a
Wéather Becomes Colder On Prairies With No Relief in 

Sight—Schools and Hotels Close, and 
People Huddle Together.

Purse

pv

Architect Prepares Plans 
Work to Start in the 

Spring

for
ment of the main floor had been decid­
ed, and the architect would be here In 
a few days with the new plans. Thence­
forth work will proceed" without inter­
ruption. Tomorrow definite steps will 
be taken as to laying ont the grounds. 
Tentative plans from prominent land­
scape gardeners are already in the 
Hands of the company, and an effort 
will be made to lay out at all events 
the portion facing James Bay-causeway 
before the opening next “June. This 
will be one of: the matters : to ^receive 
Mr. Whyte’s personal attention.

And then came the question of Isl­
and development. Extreme reticence, 
characterized Mr. Whyte’s manner 
when this subject was brought up. He 
was distinctly non-committal.

“Merely gathering .information,*’ he 
replied to all queries.

“But Mr. Shpppurd and others gath­
ered information," mentioned the re-, 
porter, “and it is rumored the party re­
cently sent out is making a location sur­
vey for railway extension."

Mr. Whyte considered a moment, and 
said: “That may be so.” > !

This brought up general extensions ofi 
the E. & N. railway, but Mr: Whyte 
declined, to make any specific state­
ment. He partially admitted that exten-: 
sions were included in the engineer’s es-

“Within two or three weeks the clear­
ing and settling of 150,000 acres of 
land in the E. & N. railway grant will 
be definitely decided upon one way- or 
another," said William White, second 
vice-president of the O. P. R., last 
night. “R. E. Goeuell, of Victoria, is 
now in England financing the British 
Columbia Development syndicate. If he 
is successful the provisional contract 
now made will become absolute;

“It’s terms cell for the acquirement 
by the syndicate mentioned of 150,000 
acres in the E. & N. grant at a figure 
that will permit of sale to settlers at a 
very reasonable rata, after clearing. The 
syndicate is required to clear a làrge 
number of acres each year, the idea be­
ing to create traffic for the E. & N. 
railway at the earliest possible mo­
ment.”
. “Is any limit placed on the price at 

Which the land is to be sold after clear- 
Sir 

“No ”

. Brandon, Man., Dec. 17.—With the 
thermometer registering 25 degrees be­
low zero and not an Dance of coal or a 
stick of wood to be had for love or 
money, with hundreds of citizens entire­
ly out of fuel, the situation in Brandon 
today was of a most serious nature.

i\o fuel of any kind has reached the 
city for any of the dealers, and their 
offices are crowded with those looking 
for fuel in any shape, to keep their 
families from freezing.

Schools and Hotels Close 
All the public schools of < thé city 

closed down today.
Two of the hotels will have to be 

closed tonight, as fuel for cobking,. to 
say nothing ;df heating, cannot, he . ob­
tained. Other hotels are becoming very 
short, and if the situation is not re­
lieved in a few days, tjiere will he very 
few open.to,the' publie.

Families Leave Home

vo- pounds of fuel to the farmers who 
waiting in town with teams.”

North Dakota Suffers 
Grand Forks, N. D„ Dee. IT.-tu 

fuel situation today is critical. In 
town in the northern half of the 
coal can be had only in small , 
ties. In dozens of places there is 
Factories, -schools, heating plants 
industries generally have closed 
for lack of coal.

were

COST IS ESTIMATED IT $25,000: every
state

Quanti-
none.

! refresh-

Locatifcn Will Be on the Inner 
Harbor at the Foot of 

Humboldt Street

and

Inadequate Production 
Washington, D. C., Dec. 17.—Hr™ 

ard Elliott, of the Northern p.,,™ 
Railway company, telegraphs the Inter- 
State Commerce commissioners that tin 
fuel famine in the Northwest is,~ his 
opinion, due to an inadequate sunniv , 
the product. Mr. Elliott says his-^mT 
pany advised coal dealers last summer 
that a great increase in general busi 
ness would probably produce a eonm" 
tton at this season, and urged them to 
increase their orders then or to try and 
find new sources of supply.

“The difficulty in Montana, Idaho and 
Washington is that not enough coal js 
being produced to supply promptly the 
increased domestic trade and furnish 
the railroads with fuel for the operation 
of their trains,” he says, adding that 
damage'to equipment by floods further 
complicates the situation.

Lives in Danger
Minneapolis, Minn., Dec. 17.—It is 

probable that in every affected state, 
but notably Minnesota, North ami 
South Dakota and Montana, the fuel 
famine crisis will be made a matter for 
legislative investigation. Towns suffer­
ing now, or recently, are seeking to 
have" the subject brought tip at the com­
ing sessions of state legislatures.

It is a race now between the rail­
roads and the cdlliers. If the weather 

Alarming at Hartney cuts down the efficiency of the motive
„ , -, tv— it wi- *-ii__ power and brings on heavy blizzards,Hartney, Man., Dec. 17. The follow- tliere be suffering and almost cor­

ing statement » on the authority _ of tajn l0BS of life. Reports today indi- 
Mayor Hill: The shortage ef fuel in cate ybat the railroads are rushing fuel 
this town and district has become to- jnto ^ districtB where there is either 
tally alarming. Some who are out of actna, want or 6t0cks are low. 
wood and <?oal have resorted tt> lienee Q . .a ln T>mnwr»tur*
postà for fuel; while others are waiting. Sudden D4op in Temperature
to take the 3Sxst train, ont of the dis- St. Paul, Mmn., Dec. 17;-Smce yes- 
trict, having little hopes fhât a* better terday the temperature m St. Paul has 
state of things is, likely to exist here dropped twenty-eight degrees. The 
for some time to come. The roller mill lowest temperature here today was six’ 
and the Hargey Manufacturing com- below zero, at Duluth and Moorehead 
pany have both closed on account of be- the mercury fell to 16 below. At Bis- 
ing unable to get fuel. A single car of march it reached 20 below; at Devils 
coal that arrived this morning for a Lake, 28 below,, and at Wiibston, N. D., 
dealer provided about five hundred j 34 below.

ROBLlfo GETS BUSY.
; A modern wharf is being planned by 

a local architect for the Alaska Steam­
ship company. It will be constructed on 
the foreshore property owned by that 
concern on Htunbolt street at a point 
just across JamélBay from the present 
C. P. R. docks.; gtha -floor dimensions of 
the new structure will be 150 by 100; 

qjk, it is understood, will'start early 
the springs, alHWiiig time for the com­

pletion of the undertaking before the ar­
rival of the steamer Iroquois ahd Chip­
pewa the palatial passenger boats, for­
merly plying uppn the Great Isikes, 
which' have been purchased for the Sound 
service. It is estimated that the wharf 
will cost in the neighborhood of $25,000.

The structure will be up-to-date in de­
sign. Although the foreshore controlled 
by the company is only 53 feet in length 
the water line extends to 251 feet, which 
will allow the construction of a fan- 
,shaped wharf—one growing broader as it 
projects' into the harbor. Generally, it 
will be similar to the C. P. R. wharf. 
The freight accommodation, according to 
present intentions, will be the same, 
while the lending provided for passen­
gers will be similar in every particular. 
It will be set on pontoons and will rise 
to a level with the bridge of the passen­
ger vessels in the service. Thus the ebb 
and flow of the tide will 
convenience to either the traveling pub­
lic or to the officials or crews of the 
ships.

The sheds, freight office, and, in short, 
the wharf generally will be fitted up in 
accordance with the most modern plans 
All the conveniences known for the hand­
ling of freight will be provided, while 
the comfort of the passengers will be 
equally well cared for. The sheds, the 
-office, and apartments set aside for the 
public will be well furnished and bril­
liantly lighted. .. .

It is hoped that the wharf and all its 
accessories will be ready for use by the 
time the Iroquois and the Chippewa ar­
rive. One of, these will make the rim 
between Victoria ail(3 the Sound. In all 
probability the former will be selected 
They are large and have the best pos­
sible accommodé tibii. >

Winnipeg,. Man., Dec.'15.—In an in­
terview, Premier Roblin announced that 
the government had accepted the vote 
in Winnipeg on municipal phones as 
mandate from the people and will at 
once call for tenders for building a thou­
sand miles in the province next year. 
H.e declares the government will cut the 
Bell rate in two.
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oSEALSKINS SELL 
AT LOWER PRICES

-, Mr. Whyte replied; “hot yon 
understand that it wHl - be neces­

sary for the syndicate to sell at reason­
able figures or else the land Wjll remain 
tin their hands.”

Dozens of families have been forced 
to vacate {heir Homes and go and live 
with their .neighbors . and friends.

Tile C. P. R. loaned an engine and 
snow plow on Saturday to the Souris 
coal company, for the purpose of clean­
ing out the siding to the mines, and it 
is reported that between thirty and 
forty cars are being loaded for Bran­
don.

THEMIS ASHORE 
AND TOTAL LOSS

t. can

E. & N. Improvements
A matter that will be taken up by 

Mr. Whyte during bis present visit is 
the sum to be expended on the E. & N. 
railway during the coming year. “Un­
til the estimates, as prepared by the 
divisional engineers, have been discuss­
ed and . decided upon by the executive 
of the company, they are treated as 
confidential,” he said, “bnt I may say 
that it is suggested to replace many of 
the wooden bridges by steel, if it can 
be obtained in the present congested 
state of the iron industry, and also car­
ry out many other improvements.” Mr. 
Whyte refused to give an estimate of 
the total sum, hut admitted it would 
be a large one.

“If adequate terminal facilities are- to 
be given to Victoria they must be lo- . 
cated on the Songhees reserve,” he con­
tinued ; “it is the only site available. The 
present agitation to have the matter 
settled is a good thing. The opening of 
this reserve would not only be a benefit 
to the C. P. R., but a greater one to 
Victoria.”

Mr. Whyte refused to state if the 
elans prepared by Joseph Hunter, C.E., 
would be followed, but confined himself 
to stating with emphasis that the open­
ing of the reserve would settle all trans­
portation troubles.

Reference was made as to what could 
be done to relieve the present conges­
tion temporarily. „It was explained that 
-complaints had been made of cars be­
ing held at Russell station for several 
days owing to the limited trackage for 
unloading available.. Mr. Whyte ex­
pressed surprise that such a state of 
affairs existed. It had not been 
brought to my notice before.” be said,

■“but I will look Into the matter tomor- apd 
pow. Though the Songhees reserve 
must be the ultimate remedy, I will see 
what can be done in the meantime.”

The Empress Hbtei
One of the objects of Mr. Whyte’s 

visit is in connection with the Empress 
hotel. He stated that the rearrange-

Bring 12* Per Cent Les^ Than at 
the Sales Held at Lampson’s 

Last December

timates for the coming year, Irat gave 
the present confidential nature or uthe 
proposed appropriations as his reason: 
for not giving any definite information..

Rise in C.^P. R. Stock 
There was absolute conviction in Mr/

Whyte’s reply as Co -the rumor that the
2WMnar? was^caused^by ‘ mF Cndeavol ‘^ited northwest fu.sealskins sold
™ ^Vor&ero aT’RJH9H«?Llhhe The above eabîe^ràm roceived yester- 
G/!»t Norffiern, and K H. Harrlman, d moming tell8aof yU decline in the 
of the Southern Pacific and allied, roads rice of thi sealskins disposed of yes- 
t? «cqmrç an interest , in the Canadian terd at the afinual sale held by C. M. 
Pacific. “It would be extremely diffl- Lampson & Co. where 14,391 skins 
cult, if not impossible, for any one in- taken in Bering: sea and on the British 
terest to acquire the .control of the C.- Columbian coast by the Victoria sealing 
P. R.,” he said. “The shareholders are geet and coast Indians brought an aver­
se widely scattered, and there are so age price of $21.56, at least $3 less than 
many of them, tjiat I consider the ru- the price realized last December. As 
mor so much nonsense. Von need not1 the cost of getting the pelts this year 
look for outside influences being re- was $1 in excess Of the1 year before- 
sponsible for the rise. The earning $8 per skin having been paid this past 
power of the road, and its lands that season--to the eealhnntent instead of $7 
are rapidly increasing in value, are, to the previous year# the: net -result will be 
my mind, " quite sufficient reason for that therewill be $4 less profit for the 
the advance ” schoonpr^owhers this year. The total

Mr. Whyte, concluding the interview, amornft obtained was . approximately 
said that it bad been decided that D. E. *olu 

' Brown, ' at present agent for the - U. P,- 
R. steamship service in Hongkong, slump, 
would shortly be placed in charge of the. ter in Europe ahd the consequent poor 
ocean steamers on. the Pacific. His demand for fura and the fact that a

years are considered chiefly responsible 
for the decline. The price paid by buy­
ers last year was the highest on record. 
Not all the skins sent from Victoria were 
placed on sale; the catch of the schooner 
Umbrina, 881 in all, which was delayed 
by stormy weathdr en route from Bering 
sear failed to- reach Leemsooto, mart, ir 
time to be offered with, the ,otMr skins 

The price paid for the skins taken on 
the British Columbian coast in the spring 
months when the herds were moving 
northward to the rookeries differed less 
this season from that paid for skins 
taken in Bering sea. In past years the 
Bering Sea pelts have brought a much 
higher price; but’ this season there was 
slight difference. '

The next sale win be "held on Jan. 21 
when skins received too late for the sale 
of yesterday will be offered and -the 
catch of the Japanese vessels, mostly sent 

; from Japan by the Blue Funnel steam­
ers also sold. It is expected about 6,000 
of the. skins taken off Copper islands 
and in Bering sea by the Japanese Ves­
sel will then be offered.

The annual meeting of the Victoria 
Sealing company will be held shortly, 
and no decision will be reached with re­
gard to the number of schooners to be 

: sent out until then. ’

Lights May Go Out
The Electric Light company, which 

uses a car a day, is nearly out, and 
there is every prospect that it will be 
closed down on Tuesday or Wednesday.

The asylum, hospital, Indian school, 
jail, Brandon college, and qther public 
buildings, fire becoming ' dangerously 
near being without fuel-, and it will re­
quire large deliveries during the next 
few days to prevent suffering on a large 
scale.

Norwegian Freighter Wrecked 
During a Gale in Queen 

Charlotte Sound

Where the sea swell sweep» from 
Queen Charlotte sound, the Norwegian 

cause no in- steamer Themis, laden with 1500 tons of 
ore for Crofton," from Prince of Wales 
island and part cargo of salmon, drove 
ashore in a southeast gale, 9 p. m. Fri­
day, and is a total loss. ' Capt. Kroger 
and S. F. Mackenzie prevented a rush 

. for the boats; otherwise lives would have 
been lost. All hands had a trying time 
before the flailing steamer Ban Juan res­
cued them frqm where they were huddled 
on the bow. . ,

Steamer Henrietta, which was. sent by 
S. F. Mackenzie to the wreck also went 
ashore yesterday morning on Danger reef, 
Ladysmith. Steamer Salvor of the B. 
C. -Salvage company, with H. F. Bnlien 
and a wrecking crew with pumps and 
wrecking apparatus on board left .Sun­
day afternoon and would arrive yeeter- 

. day evening.
Steamer Themis

|
A

/
asone are given for the 
mildness of the early win-

Va

was south bound with 
her charterer, S. F. Mackenzie as her 
only passenger and 1,500 tons of ore and 
600 tons of salmon comprising her cargo. 
Ip Queen Charlotte sound a heavy south- 

çale was encountered, and the night 
was inky. Capt. Kruger expected to 
sight Scarlett point light and get his 
bearings to run into Christie passage, 
from where the passage south would, be 
in sheltered Water. He did not. see. the 
iW. WUS%J»fl continued j-t.fpU speed 

It the^vessel slriick heavily, two rales 
i ,of Scarlett point, on Blade va
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DEALERS JRE SHORT 
ON SRPPLY OF COAl

PLAN TO BtHU) TUNNEL 
UNDER BRUSH CHANNEL

GOVERNMENT AGREES 
TO ME CONCESSIONS

the company’s offièe there.
On hto present visit Mr. _ Whyte is aO! 

companied by J. A. M. Aitkins, K. C., 
chief solicitor for the C. P. R.; P. Pf: 
trusteed, chief engineer; JR» Marpole, 
general superintendent, Pacific division, 

C. B. Cartwright, resident, engin­
eer at Vancouver. J* ; E.e".$6Wt -secret 
tary to the second Itifce-pjiSafot, and 
R. W. Breen, who mis "the jsaipe office 
for Mr. Marpole, are also of,title party., 
They will spend today in the city, leav­
ing for Vancouver by the Charmer to­
morrow morning. ■ -

’ east

Am ■ vil-roK Klo-t Ui J- 
n',-e«* ot been*.- -'"r- -in Scheme Tnvtiftfftjf Expenditure off 

$80,000,000 Before the 
British House

uût.i rtrv:r> ' •• •-• ' - ;
Education Bilj Again Comes Up 

in the House of 
Lords

Brisk Demand Would Result in 
Speedy Depletion of the 

Stocks

island, between the large Hope and Gal- 
iano glands. Tlie steamer lifted and 
bumped a second time, then rea

and 
remained

fast, vibrating from end to end. She 
immediiitely began to pound with waves 
breaking against her plates. Capt. 
Kruger and two officers were on the 
bridge. On the deck there was confu-

London, Dec: 17.^-A bill empowering 
au Anglo-French company to construct 
a tunnel under the British channel has 

■ been d-posited with parliament. It is 
estima led tliat this, .scheme will involve 
an- expenditure of , $80,000,000. It is 
proposed to build two parallel tunnels 
twenty-four miles long.

After a debate of several hours, and 
on motion of Winston Churchill, un­
der secretary of the colonies, the House 
of Commons today-approved the grant 
of constitutions to the Transvaal and 
Orange River colony.

•=*
. ■ - ?STEAMER ORES ASHORE 

AND CAPTAIN SUICIDES

There is a coal shortage in the city. 
Yestegday Richard Hall of ,the firm of 
Hall & Walker said: “If a cold snap 
came and lasted 48 hours the demand 
would deplete the stock of the local 
coal yards.”

The collieries are making efforts to 
keep the market supplied. At the offices 
of coal, companies jt was learned that 
preference was given to the local mar­
ket. -At Ladysmith, and Comox further 
contracts for bunker ' coal for tramp 
steamers loaded with wheat or lumber 
from Sound or Oregon ports are being 
refused so that the home and San 
Francisco markets may have the benefit 
of the supply. Better contracts could 
be made to supply the outside demand; 
but the old customers ate getting the 
preference.

At Seattle, Tacoma and other points 
the fuel famine is a grave question. 
Stearper Oscar which took a cargo of coal 
from Nanaimo a few days ago received 
$8 a ton on the wharf and the purchas­
ers demurred because five tons was kept 
by the steamer for bunker coal.

Incidental to the shortage a report 
reached Messrs. Hall & Walker that 
statements were made that ah 
ure was given. Both members of the 
firm immediately swore to an affidavit 
before C. K. Courtenay, notary public, 
in Which they stated: “During the past 
24 years we have never sold or deliv­
ered from our yards less than 2,000 
pounds net of coal to a ton, 1,000 pounds 
net to a half ton, 500 pounds to a quar­
ter ton and 100 pounds to a sack; that 
the scales used are inspected by the Do­
minion inspector of weights and meas­
ures; and that the coalyards are open to 
inspection together with the method of 
weighing coal at all reasonable times.

NOTES A bYg CHANGE.

Present Conditions in This City 
Contrasted With Those of 1883.

HOLLY IS SHIPPED 
TO SIN FRANCISCO

London, Dec. 17.—When the Educa­
tion bill, amended by the House of 
Lords, sent back to the House commit­
tee and returned to the Upper House 
by the House of Commons, reached the 
House Of Lords today, the Earl of 
Crewe, lord president of the council, an­
nounced that the government ’ was not 
prepared to sacrifice the main principles 
of the bill, but that with certain modifi­
cations the most important points might 
be agreed upon in order to enable the 
bill to become law. . Lord Crewe added 
that concessions of a most substantial 
character would be made. In view of 
this announcement, the House of Lords 
consented to an adjournment of the de­
bate in order to enable the leaders to 
reach an agreement.

* The crisis arising from the Education 
bill has taken a new turn as a result of 
today’s proceedings in the House of 
Lords, and it is becoming clear that a 
historic conflict between the two Houses 
is not likely to occur over the question 
of education. Both Houses are equally 
desirous of avoiding a conflict, and im­
mediately after Lord Crewe announced 
in the House of Lords the important 
concessions the government was prepar­
ed to make, it was'foreseen that m all 
probability the bill ’would be saved.

Immediately after the debate, a 
round-table conference was held, em­
bracing the leaders of both sides, in­
cluding Lord Crewe, the Marquis of Ri­
pen Lord Lansdowne, the Marquis of 
Londonderry, the Archbishop of Canter­
bury and others. The result of these 
deliberations is not known as yet, but 
the general opinion is that a rompro- 
mise will be arranged.

sion. Some tried to get the boats out; 
but Capt. Kruger and Capt. Mackenzie 
at' once took steps to quell the panic- 
stricken rush to the boats. Had they 
not done so lives must-have been lost; 
for the boats would have been swamped 
In the heavy sea. The officers feared 
the pounding vessel would slide from the 
reef; but they considered the chances of 
safetf greater on the vessel than in the 
boats.

The night was an awful one. 
Thoroughly drenched the ship's company 
huddled at the bow, fearing the steamer 
would break. Meanwhile the waves 
swept the deck. The starboard boats 
were ready in case the climax came be­
fore morning. The engine room crew

Steamer Umatilla Carries a Large 
Christmas Shipment From 

This Port

Prinzessin Victoria Louise, With 
Corpse in Cabin. Pounds 

on Rocks o

0
CHARGE AGAINST JAILER.

Toronto, Ont., t)ec. 17.—Charges 
have been filed against Governor Van 
Zant of tiie Toronto jail of gross im­
morality and abetting prisoners to dis­
pose of stolen goods. Van Zant gives 
a general denial. Y

----- r—r----- —O’-------- !------------
Y. M. C. A. GROWING.

Aa Result of Membership Contest 74 
New Members Are metalled.

As the result of the membership con­
test at the Y. M. C. A. that institution 
received an additional members. The 
contest bad been inptogress for sonie 
weeks and great rivalry existed between 
the various teams, and when the count 
was taken Saturday evening it was found 
that the “Reds,” captained by Charles 
Mason, had won by securing 26 mem­
bers. The “Whites,” Captained by E. 
M. Whyte, were second, with 19; “Blues” 
captained by O. Barton,.third, with 18; 
and “Green,” Jed by O. Margison, fourth 
with 11. .

The contest for the individual prize, 
presented by R. W. Clarke, created a 
good deal of enthusiasm, E. M. Whyte 
eventually won with a total of 10 to his 
credit, being closely followed by C. Ma­
son, with 9 and Barton, with 7.

When the steamer Umatilla sailed for 
San Francisco on Sunday night there 
was included in her cargo, fifty barrels 
of-Christmas holly sent from Victoria 
gardens to give holiday cheer to Cali­
fornian homes. Victoria exports year­
ly large quantities of holly and San Fran-: 
cisco is a buyer for all that can be se­
cured. This year a gentleman eam£ 
from San Francisco and made the rounds 
of local florists and private residences 
where holly is grown, buying all that 
could be secured. He left by the steam­
er Umatilla with no less than fifty bar­
rels well decked with the red berries.:

The holly is sold in the Bay city by 
the dealers for fifty cents a pound, and: 
finds a ready market. ;

Travel was very large by the water! 
route to California. The Umatilla had' 
249 passengers, of whom 86 embarked at 
this port, many of them being through 
passengers from Winnipeg and other 
Canadian points. ,

1 Kingston, Jamaica, Dec. 17.—The 
Hamburg-American line tourist steamer 
Prinzessin Victoria Louise went ashore 

• last night off Port Royal, whereupon 
Capt. Bruinswig, her commander, blew 
out his brains in his cabin. The 
Steamer's passengers were all safely

t worked heroically. When the vessel 
stranded there tvas a pressure of 180 
pounds of steam, and until this was re­
duced to 40 pounds the beiow-deek staff 
remained at work, finally wading to safe­
ty with water reaching to their armpits. 
The engines had been reversed at fnll 
speed after the vessel struck, but failed 
to move her. and then steam was blown 
off thronglytiie safety valves to lower the 
pressure before the water flooded out the 
staff. A big hole was torn in the hull 
forward of the bridge, the forebold fill­
ing at once. The hull aft did not break 
until the vessel had been pounding some 

“Yes, the idea of the Canadian club Gme- and then flooding water put out
aTrigVJridejfsMiibte,*tiJ't^s >Earw«K,^roto «

dav Mr^CiS^wTarV^’tbe^b' weattl6r "ew found movement
difficult and waited in what shelter the senphon book of the club, which is engineer’s messhouse afforded for day- 

now kept at the Imperial bank, await- light; never expecting to see the dawn, 
mg the signatures of all who wish to After midnight when the rush to the 
join. The book already bears over fifty 
names, and Mr. Gibbs states that he ex­
pects the number will have run up to 
over one hundred within a few days.

"The present executive of the club,” 
said Mr. Gibbs, “is: a provisional one.
The first general meeting of the club 
will be held on the first Wednesday in 
February, and then the officers for the 
ensuing year will be elected."

AH those who have signed their 
names to the roll of the club before the 
meeting will be charter members,- and 
will he privileged to vote at the meet­
ing. After the meeting, the names of 
all new members will have to .be sub­
mitted to ballot.

The rolls of the clnb'at present bead 
the names, of some of Victoria’s fore­
most citizens. Among the- names are 
those of Richard McBride, Capt. Tat- 
iow, Col. Prior, Mr. Justice Irving, Mr.
Judge Lampman, Mayor Morley, City 
Clerk Dovler, C; H. Lugrin, W. Fleet 
Robertson, Herbert Cuthbert, John 
Nelson J. S. Gibbs, H. B. McKenzie,
J. A. Say ward, A. W. McCurdy, J. J.
Shallcross, Wm. Piggott, Lindiey 
Crease.

ON A GOOD FOOTING
Foremost Citizens Signing the 

Roll to Become Charter 
Members

landed here today.
The vessel was on her return trip to 

New York, which porf she left for 
Kingston, Dec. 12. She is pounding 
heavily and the seas are breaking over 
her, but if is yet hoped she can be 
saved. She is on a rocky ledge.

The German cruiser Bremen is try­
ing to float her, and the French training 
ship Duguay Trouin is preparing to 
leave port to assist. The captain’s 
body is yet gboard the stranded ship.

The Victoria Louise went ashore be­
cause she had no pilot, and the captain 
who. was in charge of liar followed a 
wrong course and piled her up on the 
rocks near the lighthouse. He locked 
himself in his cabin two hours after­
wards, and killed himself. Sad was the ending of a romance

The steamer’s officers and the Get- begun in Staffordshire, Eng., seven- 
man consul here tried vainly to conceal teen years ago, when William Jones: 
the tragedy. The local police will take and Floretta Stringer were boy and, 
charge of the body and hold an autopsy. Sflrl together. Mr. Jones came to 
The captain will probably be buried in Victoria and tor some time has been 
New York in business as an auctioneer. Year-
* The'sea'was calm when the veSsel after year they exchanged letters On 
struck, but the passengers became pan- Sunday afternoon December 9, Miss, 
ie-stricken and much disorder ensued her™ll0 ~ld"
until they learned that there was no im- ?he Re'/
mediate danger. Their transfer to later th^brlde 4
Kingston was without mishap. They An lnouest wîs held y^sterdav hv 
are .n0T^, î1 Dr. E. C. Hart, coroner. Dr. Stanier
weather blew heavy after the accident. and william Jones gave evidence. The

doctor told of having been summoned 
to attend Mrs. Jones and finding her 
unconscious on Friday night, and of 
performing an autopsy wnich showed 
death had resulted from hemorrhage 
bf the brain.

William Jones stated his wife had 
been sitting ln a chair after dinner, 
and had suddenly fallen to the floor. 
He thought she had been seized with 
an epileptic fit, and auer taking meas­
ures to revive her, summoned Dr. 
Stanier. She never regained 
sclousness and died at midnight, about 
three hours after ,siie xell from the 
chair.

The jury found dpath was due to 
natural causes.

ort meas-

ir
%

starboard boats had been repelled by the 
officers, two rockets were exploded ; but 
were not seen. At daylight the San Jnan 
appeared, and rescue was quickly effect­
ed in the dories of the fishing craft. Men 
who had bedn numb, drenched and over­
come from their experience of the night 
were soon dried, reclothed, fed, and in 
an hour after they reached the San Juan 
were as well as ever. One man was left 
at the lighthouse to keep track of any 
wreckage washed ashore, and at noon, 
Saturday, the San Juan left tor Van­
couver to land the survivors.

SHORT MARRIED LIFE.

-o
STRAUSS IN OFFICE.

_ __ _ _ George M. Taylor, the consulting me-
Washington, Dec. li.—Oscar Strauss chanical engineer of Vancouver, came to 

of New York, today was inducted into Victoria a couple of nights ago to spend 
the office of secretary of the department a day or two in the city. “What a 
of commerce and labor. , change,” he said, ’’Victoria presents from

Later, Charles J. Bonaparte, the re- tbe grst time i aaw it, in 1883: Then 
tiring secretary of the navy, took tiiepre- no building was over two storeys in 
scribed oath ns attorney1 general. W. H. height, the store windows were all small 
Moody, his predecessor today entered and the city generally presented the ap- 
upon his duties as associate justice or pea ranee of a sleepy, provincial town in 
the supreme court of the United, States the old Country, 
thus bringing the court- up to its full sigb 0f prosperity 
membership.

LECTURE COURSE.

Instructive Series Arranged by 
manual Baptist Church.

Em-

£ BRYCE AS AMBASSADOR^A highly instructive and entertaining 
course of lectures has been planned by 
Emmanuel Baptist church, and will be 
given in the cosy, comfortably-seated 
auditorium of their building during the 
next three months. Most of the lec­
tures will be illustrated by 
views with electric light illumination. 
Following is the plan:

Jan. 2.—“Old World Scenes,” by R. 
Morphett, , of Bristol, England.

Jan. 22.—“An Evening with. Long­
fellow,” by Rev. T. W. Gladstone ; 
Longfellow recitations end music by 
young people and choir.

Feb. 5.—“Round t-he World in 100 
Minutes,” by Edward B. Paul, M. A.

Feb. 19.—“Wild and Wonderful 
Scenery of British Columbia,” by Rev. 
G. W. Dean.

March 5.—“An Evening with TeUny- 
soû,” by Rev. A. E. Roberts; recita­
tions and songs by young people and 
choir.

April 2.—Easter Concert, by the 
choir, assisted by notable musical tal­
ent.

London, Dec. 17.—It was-declared in 
the lobbies of the House of Commons 
tonight that James Bryce, chief secre­
tary for Ireland, had accepted the post 
of British ambassador to the United 
States in succession to • Sir Mortimer 
Durand. Mr. Bryce is now universally 
regarded as the next ambassador to 
Washington. »

. It. now shows every
. . prosperity and, in addition to its 

beautiful situation, is rapidly gaining in 
commercial importance.”

Mr. Taylor, who went through con- 
straction times on the C. -P. R. loo*5

■o-
LAUNCH WRECKED.

Government Vessel Total Lots on 
Rock» hf T exada Island.

lantern --------- --------o—--------------
NINE SAILORS DROWNED.

Dec. 17.—Nine forward to similar conditions when the
actual

Portsmouth, Eng., -,— --—. ™ «mum ™
sailors, belonging to the *ew of the bat- ! Grand Trunk Pacific: _____ _ ____________________ _______________ ________commences
tleship Hindustan were drowned today ! building operations. “We worked hard- 
owing to the upsetting, of a cutter in e-« be aaid “got more money and made 
which they were returning to the war- more du8t fly tjian anywhere else in 
ship. . , America. For the C. P. B. supplies

There were forty men in the cutter, came in from the Bast, but for the norl­
and ail were thrown into the water. road the West will be largely drawn 

Owing to a heavy fog the boats in the upon This will bniid „p Victoria 
vicinity had difficulty m rescuing 31 of trade t0 an extent very few people real- 
the sailors. Many of the latter were un- ize 
conscious when picked up.

special despatch to the Colonist 
from -Nanaimo says: The government 
gasoline launch Rockaway, which had 
been in use in these waters for the past 
few months conveying government log 
scalers from place to place, was wrecked 
on Saturday on the Texada 
about 25 miles below Van Anda, the 
launch had been at anchor and in rais­
ing the anchor chain the propeller was 
fouled and the boat drifted onto a lee 
shore, w^ere she crashed on the rocks 
and was soon a total wreck. She was 
a fast cruiser and one of the best 
equipped launches on the coast

-------------- o-------------
PICQUART SAILS IN AIR.

A o
DEAL IN ESQUIMALT LAND.

Twelve Acres on Harbor Acquired, 
Evidently for Mill Purposes.

Twelve acres of land in Bsquimalt dis­
trict was sold yesterday through F. B. 
Pemberton & Sens - for $1,900; and it-is 
reported the intention is to use the land 
as a site for the lumber mill which the 
B. F. Grahame Lumber company pur­
pose establishing on Esquimau harbor.

The site was reported to have been- 
sold by R. P. Rithet & Co., J. H. Law- 
son was asked with regard to the matter 
and said he would neither affirm nor 
deny that such a sale had been made, 
and he could not say whether any in­
tention existed to establish a mill.

Officials of the lumber company said 
it was premature to make any statement 
with regard to the plans of the mill com­
pany.

LIKE THE RAILWAY.

Quebec, Dec. 17.—Quebec Central 
railway today opened its branch line to 
St, George, a town of five thousand peo­
ple, amid great demonstration.

PREMIER AT°REVEL8TOKE.

island coast con-

Prices of real estate, the absorbing 
topic at present, were mentioned and

for-DRY AT NORTH SAANICH. Mr. Taylor expressed himself very

Sr SHiKSSctEHH? E
property into a private residence. There toria on rounding Laurel point and the 
is no longer any accommodation for the Parliament buildings. Empress hotel ami 
public there. The building used as a postoffice came in sight, 
post office has also been acquired by “There is nothing like it anywhere els,- 
Mr. Barrow for private purposes,,and in the West,” Mr. Taylor remarked, 
on Jan. 1 the postmaster will move to i “One of the best assets of Victoria is its 
some other location in the district. > natural beauty.”

ROOF COLLAPSES.

Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 17.—About fif­
teen feet of the roof of part of the con­
servatory being built at Government 

Paris, Dec. 17.—The LeBaudys Diri- House fell on Saturday. The toss will 
gible war-balloon with Minister Picqnart be about $100, and can be repaired in 
on board, made an extended flight today a day or so, if the material can be ob- 
leaving Meuden and maneùvring for tained. The story of the falling is not 
more than an hour over Paris. correct.

Revelstoke, Dec. 15.—(Special.)—The 
Coribervatives of Revelstoke held a 
“smoker” in Selkirk hall tills evening 
in honor of Premier McBride, C. Holton, 
president of the local association was in 
the chair. The hall was crowded and a 
speech by the premier, was received with 
Teat enthusiasm. Other speakers were: 
dayor McLeod and-, Thomas Taylor,

While the primary object of the 
course is to furnish instruction and 
wholesome entertainment, there is a 
secondary object, which is to raise 
funds to assist in paying the church 
debt. 6—r

i
:.v.—. ..... *
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Friday, December 21,

REJECTS SUGGESTI 
OF PROPERTY

City Council Feels That 
slty Exists for Pro 

Referendum

The city council and t 
Property Owners’ Associât 
of each other at the reg, 
meeting of the former boi 
evening.
Warded a lengthy commu 
the council requesting that 
lions, duly set forth, be 
the ratepayers for a refer 
at the coming election ; 
lutlon which the council w 
adopt

The property

The aldermen 
communication, turned do 
questions and passed the r 
to the Incoming council, 
aldermen had finished “rubl 
the property owners, Al, 
arose and read a letter fr 
C. Sorbÿ, thé secretary of t 
tion. In which he Insinuât 
council had failed to keep 
the electors, and had gone 
pro-electton vows.

Thé questions on which t 
Owners’ Association, wish 
vote to be taken were 
(1) Shall an Independent 
auditor be appointed, as ] 
the Municipal Clauses Act? 
the High School be made s 
lng, as provided in the .act? 
the indemnity to aldermei 
lshed?

A letter was received 
Mason, stating that in 
undertaken by the city to 
payment of a licence by al 
practising In the city, a decl 
the city had been return 
Honor Judge Lampman. 
decision was returned be< 
disagreement between 
copies of the revenue by-li 
amendment of the law, as 
tion of the word “any." 
advertence is regretable,” 
ter, "but it is the opinion 
barrister that the court of 
give the construction of 
desired by the city, and cor 
have given notice of appea 
court, which will be held
8.”

Notice was received from 
tors of Rebecca Jane McLa 
at the next sitting tof tl 
court she intended applying 
the subdivision of lots 37 
section 75. . “

Hon. F. Gourd can, depul 
of marine and fisheries, 
mating that the patents foi 
lots on Rkick Bay could no 
until the necessary fees had 
It was decided to pay the fee 
lng to $23, at once.

A letter was read from F 
bury, architect, asking that 
be granted him to add à st 
building 
Yates an
tenbury pointed out that j 
possible for him to conform 
the building- regulations on' 
the structure of the buildini 
consequently Building Inspei 
cott had consistently refuse 
the permit: Mr. Rattenhi
to strengthen thfe building 
and concrete : and as Mr, 
who was present, stated ti 
opinion such action woul 
the necessities of the case, 
elded to grant Mr. Rattenbu 
sion to proceed.

Messrs. Bamby & Shuttle! 
are fitting up amusement p 
nished with electrical ciné 
machines .wrote asking thw 
a moderate licence for them.

Oh Investigation of the 1 
was found that they made r 
of any licence for a place 
mént unprovided with seat 
most looked as if Messrs.. I 
Shuttleworth might have 
parlor without paying any 1 
they so wished. It was i 
refer the matter to the cit 
with Instructions to levy a 
tax.

The secretary 
the Women's Christian T 
Union wrote asking that th« 
tlnue its usual liberal don 
Christmas. The Mayor stat 
usual handsome donation c 
already been forwarded.

City Clerk Dowler com) 
read a letter from the city i 
regard to the claim of M 
worthy for damages to 
other garments spoiled by 1 
muddy holes. Aid. Yates < 
the reading of the letter.'

"I don’t think such letter! 
be read,” said he. “We ml 
these, claimants know wm 
going to d« with their claim

“Well, It doesn’t matter in 
anyway,” replied the Mayor, 
solicitor recommends that i 
attention to the claim.”

Aid. Yates—There you a 
this I think that such letter 
be shown to the aldermei 
being read in public.

It was decided to leave thi 
the Mayor.

Much heated discussion o 
of Aid. Fell arose out of th 
the city solicitor regarding 
ity of the city in yegara to t 

• Mr. Clark, the present occup 
fiark land recently purchas 
city.

on the southeast 
g- Broad streets.

of the local

The solicitor po»nt« 
ln relinquishing the term oi 
Mr. Clark had surrendered a 
make claims for his crop i 
city decide to use the lai 
under the necessity of dest 
crops.

Aid: Yates was of the opln 
the city destroyed the crops, 
pensation should be mad
Clark.

‘T begin to think we need 
pal auditor, all right,” «aid 
“This man has got a claim 
we are not liable, and here 
recommending that we make 
liable to him. 
very loose way of dealing 
Public money.”

The council finally got ox 
difficulty by leaving the mat 
next council.

City Assessor Northcuit 
lng that he had received a 
$195 tor certain properties o 
He stated that in his opinio 
were worth $250. 
to write stating that tne 
Purchaser could have the lot: 
tion for $260.

A petition was received fr 
Gateley and forty others, t 
that a light be placed at the 
Wilson and Catherin, streé 
light committee will report.

The tender of Walter S. Fn 
for supplying pipe and bras 
for the water works departi 
accepted. The amount was

For the wire fence around t 
voir the tender of Thomas Ti 

cents a foot was accepted, 
engineer having statgd that

That’s wha

He was

1. - ■
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