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With Singer

Comme nts ontheWeék’s Mus-
cal Happenings and :
© ComingEvents.

Recital by Miss Laura Adams’
Pupils on Friday
{Evening.

e
The chief event, from & musical stand-
point, during the past we’e;k was the vlnl;
of the ~*“Minstrel Kings,” Primrose an
Dockstader.  Their orchestra, which in-
wme very able performers, came
cluded 80 It was &
.o for special commendation.
e low the sympathetic accompani-
treat to follo 3 b a

.ot of the solos. In the selection of gem
e popular operas rendered by the sex-
o p&,cm was too much orchestra and
te“ei tle sextette. Harry Ernest’s singing
Lo e ullaby, “Baby’s Sleeping,” earned
of -mxemerited encore. He produced a clear,
a e tone, and each note held the purity
g  dewdrop trembling on & rose petai.
U;r n odling in the chorus introduces a
3(‘5, {xf[‘ecLiVe use of the falsetto, which
had no kinship to the meretricious vocal
tricks of the average German comedian.
Manuel Romain’s voice is eminently adapt-
od to the rendering of emotional bz,x,uads,
and his singing of “I Loved You Well’’ was
an excellent lesson of the ultimate aim to
pe achieved in singing. His art was of
the highest order, his naturalness impress.
ing without revealing any trace of the
cubtle process by which he attains his
ends. The vocal gem par excellence was
Ww. H. Thompson’s singing of ‘‘Because.
Having now heard his rich, virile baritone
it is not difficult to account for the praise
accorded him by the Eastern press. His
voice was not only full and round, bat
cach note sailed out into the auditorium
with free and graceful flight and pogsess-
ine a distinctive beauty altogether inde-
pendent of its relative position in the song,
No better male voice that Mr. Thompson’'s
has been heard here for many a day. The
“Quaker City Quartette’” did some very
‘.;:\Q-r and original work, the part singing
huving its chief merit in regard for pro-
portion and delicacy of shading.

" Gilbert and Sullivan’s operetta, “Trial By
Jury,” as prodaced on Wednesday and
Thursday evenings, made no great claims
for recogaition, and therefore created an
agreeable surprise by the capable manner
in which it was given. There were, of
course, streaks and patches of raw ama-
teurish work, but, on the whole, there
were many redeeming features for faults,
which were exceptional, rather than the
rule.  “Trial By Jury” was prefaced by
a short programme of song and recitation.
Mr. A. T. Goward’s singing of ‘The
Gondoliers” was much appreciated, and
he was given a hearty encore. His method
does not exhibit treatment appropriate to
the theme, there is too much sameness,
and his penchant for constant slurring
militates against his attempt to render
each piece with proper regard to its dis-
tinctive demands. Mr. F. Finch-Smiles
recited “The Portrait” (by Owen Meredith)
in a vivid manner, the admirable reserve
contrasting strongly with- the dramatie
finale. Miss Sehl in Sullivan’s ‘“Let Me

Dream Again” hardly did herself Jjustice,
her voice lacking in definiteness. Her
phrasing and articulation, though, were ex-
cellent. Mr. J. G. Brown sang ‘“The Pirate
King” with his characteristic dash and
spirit.

In the “Trial By Jury” Miss Stoddart
made a spiendid impression. She possesses
dramatic power, and her voice seems to
have more than the ordinary strength of our
amateur songstresses. It is possible to be
deceived, though, for the accompaniment
was confined to a piano, and the acoustic
properties of the Philharmonic hall are
somewhat different to the theatre. Mr.
Ives, as the ‘“Defendant,” sang and acted
very acceptably, being natural in demeanor,
and his vocal numbers being handled with-
out apparent effort. J. 8. Lloyd, as the
“Counsel,” satisfied all reasonable require-
ments, but his manner was not in keeping
with the traditional carriage of a senior
counsel. Mr. Monro, as the judge, gave
his topical song, descriptive of the methods
by which he reached the bench, in a very
humorous way. - Mr. W. Williams and
Mr. Sehl, as the usher and foreman of
the jury, respectively, had most of the
comedy work, and added much  to the
operetta’s success. Considering that “Trial
By Jury” was not heralded with any ad-
Vvance mnotices of lavish praise, it fulfilled
¢very expectation, and Mr. Ross Monro and
his amateur assistants were deserving of
uwore liberal patronage, as much time must
have been given to the preliminary details.

The piano recital by the pupils of Miss
Adams attracted a large audience to. Phil-
harmonic hall on Friday evening. Miss
Adams was assisted by Mr. E. Powell on
the viofin and Migs Sephie McNiffe, Miss
McNiffe scored a great success in her two
numbers. Her singing of Bartlett’s “A
Dream” was delightful, the phrasing and
intonation assisting her sweet, clear so-
prano to produce a mere than usually good
impression. In her second number, ‘‘Stars
of Night Adoring”  (by Mekerlin), she had
in the light and tripping measure an op-
portunity for flexibility and fluent execu-
tion, which was taken advantage of in
the happiest way. Dvorak’s Slavonic Tanz
by Miss Marjorie Wollaston and Miss Nora
Drummond, Reinecke’s Sonata by Miss
Hilda Leiser, and the March Triumphale
by the Misses Kains, Garvin, Royds,
Adams, McCandless and Lubbe provided
satisfactory evidemce that Miss Adams’
pupils are well grounded in elementary
‘technic. Schubert’s Scherzo, No. 2, as
played by Hugo Seelig and Herbert Leiser
was interesting, prineipally as a contrast
to the lighter touch of the young lady
performers, Masters Seelig and Leiser play-
ing with firmness and confident attach of
chords. Miss Violet Powell’s precocity vies
with that of Paloma Schramm, and in her
two numbers amply proved that under Miss
Adams’ careful instruction she is rapidly
developing into a elever pianiste. Her runs
were exé¢euted clearly and evenly, and the
forte passages were remarkable in volume
for one so’ young. Miss Blanche Richards
rlayed Raff’s Il Gladiatori in & way giving
bromise of more ambitious work in the
future. Saint Saln’s duo on a Beethoven
theme with variations received very scholar-
!y treatment from Miss Brady and Miss
Adams, though the concluding chords lack-
ed in unity and precision. Miss Adams
concluded the entertaining reeital with two
lumbers. Her interpretation of the David
Liszt Romance was thoughtful in its por-
trayal of poetic imagery. Kowalski’s
Octave was given without restraint, and
for the first time during the evening the
Stefnway was called upon to reveal its full
richness of tone ard volume.

The “Lady Minstrels,” who give their
opening performance at the Vietoria to-
morrow evening, will face a crowded house,
for the plan is well dotted. The burnt
cork artistes have kept their secrets pad-
locked and holted, and everyone is busy
suessing the line of Ethiopian specialties
to be given.

The Concert-Goer in its last issue con-
'4ins the following remarks on the “‘opinion
f the musical layman:” “Music that can
be understood and enjoyed only after min-
Ule analysis by students of harmony and
“‘lmtc‘rpoint is not to be classified as art.

-1 appeal of true art works is universal

| to natures “of “artistic lmpulses. And so
with musical performances. If they are
truly great the public will know it and
will respond. Geunius does not have to
await discovery by anaiysts. The criticism
of the musical layman 18 met to be de-
ised. Sometimes I think that their opin-
lons are more final than the arbitrary con-
clusions of the professional musician, who
is liable to lose the soul of u composition

in dissecting its anatomy." f

“Mezzotints in Modern Music”’ is a new
publication by James Huneker, the eminent
musical writer. The volume contains seven
essays, in which, among many interesting
musical subjects, are studies of the work
and style of Brahms, Tschaikowsky, Chopin,
Wagner, Liszt and Strauss. Huncker has
a fascinating style, and his eriticisms are
looked upon as authoritative. J

Rafael Joseffy, who had the first opportu-
nity of detecting Rosenthal’'s wonderful
powers, made his only appearance of this
season’ at Carnegie’s hall on Thursday.

And now for the much-lauded Rosentha].
This week will provide our musical peda-
gogues with an opportunity of testing the
truth of the superlatives in which the
critics refer to him. One writer gives his
impressious of Rosenthal’s marvellous pow-
ers in the following unique tribute: “‘After
hearing %this new idol of New York’s music-
mad population, one would imagine that
Rosenthal had six hands, with an allotment
of about sixteen fingers to each of them.
Shut your eyes while Rosenthal is playing
and you are convinced that’ what he is
doing would be impossible to a man with
less than ninety-six fingers. Candidly, you
cannot afford to miss Rosentlial—but take
Your opera glass with you.”” Moriz Rosen-
thal first gave indication of his great pow-
ers when he was hardly four years old,
and when he was nine years old he walked
from his native village, Lemberg, to Vienna
to call upon Josefty. Joseéffy was amused
at first, but after hearing him play became
enthusiastic and undertook his tuition. He
made his first sppearance when he was
ten years old with his teacher, Mikull,
playing Chopin’s Rondo in C for two pianos.
Subsequently his family removed to Vienna,
and he was placed altogether under Joseffy.
Rosenthal’s work at this time was wonder-
ful, for besides practising the piano six or
seven hours a day, he was also 4 student
at the University of Vienna, taking up
philosophy and philology as special studies.
He took the degreé of M.A. with high
honors. In 1882 Rosenthal dazzled Europe
with his wonderful technic and mastery
of the most difficult music. The greaf
feature of Rosenthal is that he is constamnt-
ly developing, and his qualities of sympathy
in touch and refinement of interpretation
are sald to enhance the works of the mas-
ters in a way hitherto undreamt of. Rosen-
thal is credited with being exceedingly
witty in conversation, and his range of
subjects is not confined to his art alone.
The great pianist is especially fond of
Heine, and it is related of him that he
can complete any one of Heine’s poems if
the first line is quoted. Rosenthal wields
a trenchant pen, and has had numerous
pclemies with critics like Hanslick and
Heinrich Erlich. Ip conjunction with Lud-
wig Scytte, the Danish composer, he has
written a book on the technique of the
piano, that has been translated into nearly
every language. Rosenthal’'s home life is
especially interesting. He spends a great
deal of his time in Vienna and Ischl, but
it is at his charming villa at Trieste that
he is seen at his best. There he devotes
from ejght to ten hours daily to practice.
He is an carly riser, and after taking his
matutinal plunge proceeds at once to his
Instrument. He receives hls visitors, chats
and transacts his business withont "even
allowing his fingers to wander aw v from
the key-board. It is difficult at (:mes to
convince him that there is such - thing
af food, and that he must stop lon enough
to eat. Rosenthal is beginning ¢ speak
English quite fluently. The ah e is a
summary of a lengthy and irteresting
sketch of the great Roumanian pianist.
The cursory comments on Idlanthe in last
Svnday’s Colonist were based altogether on
the first two performances. After listen-
ing to the final presentation, it is neces-
S2ry to somewhat modify one’s estimate.
The performance last Saturday evening was
a decided improvement, especially in re-
Spect to stage management, and the opera
ran with a degree of smoothness truly
creditable for amateurs. Miss Hartnagle
as Phyllis put more animation into her
dialogue and acting, and her singing show-
ed clearer enunciation. The best character-
ization of the evening was Mr., Rhodes’
Stephon. He sang with better modulation,
and his elocution was rendered with keen
insight to the sequirements of his humor-
ous part. Chorus and orchestra were also
above par, and one is foreed to admit that
the final performance of Iolanthe suffers
little is anything in comparison with Robin
Hood. The principals received encores
galore, and at the conclusion the audience
rose en masse and lustily cheered the clever
amateurs.

Next Monday Rosenthal will perform at
the theatre, and it is hoped, in the interest
of art, that there will be a large audience.
No great plano virtuoso has visited Vie-
toria since Joseffy performed here in the
Philharmonic hail about fifteen years back.
If the experiment of bringing Rosenthal
here is a financial success, there will be
some grounds for hoping that Manager
Jamieson will take steps to secure Sauer
for a Viectoria engagement.

METRONOME.

0.

PRINCIPALS' SALARIES AGAIN.

This Vexed Question Once More to Be
Introduced in the School Board—A
Handsome Medal.

The members of the city school board
spent two hours or more last evening in
committee on the by-laws and regula-
tions, with which considerable progress
was made before the committee rose, re-
porting progress.

This was the only business of the
meeting—a special one—but prior to the
adjournment Trustee Mrs. Gordon Grant
gave formal notice of a motion for the
reconsideration of the vexed question of
principals’ salaries, at the next meeting
of the board.

When the trustees rose it was “to
meet again at the call of the chair.” It
is not, however, probable that any other
meeting will be held subsequent to the
next regular meeting of the board,
which is set for the evening of May 10.

While the trustees were in session last
night, they had the pleasure of examin-
ing a particularly handsome medal which
His Worship Mayor Redfern has offered
for a competition in mathematics among
the pupils of the High school. It is such
a trophy as anyone might well be proud
to possess.

e g

THE YORKTOWN'S CREW.

Supposed to Be Alive and Well in In-
surgents’ Hands—Another Officer
Missing.

Manila, May 1.—Gen. McArthur has sent
officers to Gen. Antoni Luna, the Filipino
commander, under a flag of truee, carrying
money and provisions for American prison-
ers in his hands and asking an exchange
of prisoners and the name of such as he
may have.

It is reported that the Insurgents have
two officers and sixteen others, and it ig
supposed that among these are Lieut. J. C.
Gilmour and eleven of the crew of the
gunboat Yorktown, who fell into the hands
of the Filipinos last month, 3

Major Bell, with a squad of seouts, has
captured the town of Macabebe, about four
miles southwest of Calumpit, the people
ringing bells and shouting vivas.

London’s reeord o‘i deaths by violence
was 3,514 last year, b_eing 124 above the
average of the preceding 10 years.

_VICTORIA SEMI-WEEKLY O

NELSON.

A. H. Clements has made a deal for
the sale of the Clements-Hillyer block
for $18,000. *

The contract for the work of straight-
ening out the Columbia & Kootenay
railway between Nelson and Robson has
been let to W, P. Tierney & Co., of Nel-
son. The Tribune states that work will
begin at once, and the contractors ex-
pect to have 200 men working inside of
two weeks. The greatest portion of this
work is solid rock, of cuts from 40 to 50
feet high, and will require great care to
prevent the destruction of trestles that
in several places are alongside the cuts.
Mr, Tierney has associated with him in
the work A. McPhail, who has the repu-
tation of being one of the best rock men
in British Columbia.

KASLO.

W. N. Brayton, who has been the
Canadian Pacific’s townsite agent, has
accepted a similar position with the
Kaslo & Slocan railway company, and
will endeavor to find purchasers for the
230,000 acres of land which the com-
pany secured for building the railway
from Kaslo to Slocan.

YMIR.

This place now has a board of trade,
with the following -officers and execu-
tive committee: 8. DesBrisay, presi-
dent; J. W. Ross, vice-president; A.
B. Buckworth, secretary; R, BE. Mac-
kenzie, treasurer; €. F. Mathers, W.
Delahey and J. W. Laird. The member-
ship fee is $3 per annum.

ASHCROEF'T.

Miss Roberts has resigned her position
as teacher and will leave for England
soon. She leaves unexpectedly on ac-
count of the recent death of her father.
Asheroft’s young people regret Miss
Roberts’ departure as she has many
friends here. Her gister, now at Victoria,
will accompany her across the water.
The principal and pupils have presented
the retiring teacher with a handsome
toilet case and address.

I. B. Hammond, of Portland, Ore.,
who is a practical dredging man, is ex-
pected to visit Cariboo within a few
weeks with a view of securing ground
for dredging purposes.

M. DeKeyser-Verbeist has made ar-
rangements with the manager of the
Gold Point Mining Company, of Ques-
nelle Forks, for putting in a large gold
saving plant of some 2,000 yards daily
saving plant with a capacity of some
2,000 yards daily. This arrangement
was made only after a very thorough
test, by Mr. Polleys, of the value of the
machine as a gold saver. In the tests
made by Mr. Polleys, with the fine gold
of the Thompson river, there seemed to
be scarcely any less—in other words, the
saving was very nearly 100 per ->ent.
Mr. DeKeyser-Verbeist is naturally feel-
ing much elated over the success of the
trials, which certainly go very far to-
wards confirming his claim that he has a
remarkable gold saving machine; a com-
bination of quicksilver, cyanide and ‘elec-
tricity.

A prospector, John Blackhall by name,
brought in some fair specimens of copper
ore from his locations on the railroad
side of the river, about two and a half
miles west of Spatsum. Mr. Blackhall
states that from the small amount of
work done he finds that he has-a very
large lead, 15 or 20 feet or more in
width, -

The English party that is to leave for
the North within a few weeks for a two
years’ stay, is composed of the follow:mg
members: Messrs. Vernell, . Dowling,
Fison, Warren, Orett, Burgess and Pot-
ter. The first of the above mentioned
is the leader of the expedition. He has
been in British Columbia before. All
of the members of the party with one
or two exceptions are officers in Her
Majesty’s Royal Naval Reserve or in the
Jamaica constabulary. They purpose
taking 60 or 70 head of horses with
packers, etc.,, with them.

Messrs. Owen and Wm. Lyne will
leave in the course of a few days for
the Skeena river, taking in the Lynn
saw mill plant, with which they intend
to saw out the lumber aud gut ready for
opening up Lorne creek for hydraulic-
ing. This property, Which_is highly
spoken of, is owned by a syndicate com-
posed in part of Ashecroft men, Messrs.
Lyne, Henderson, Barnes and Collins,
and Messrs. Webb and Sims, of North
Bend.

Mr. A. W. Vovell, superintendent of
Indian agencies, from Victoria, spent a
day in town this week and is now on his
way to the 150-Mile House on business
connected with his department. Mr.
Vowell has been in Kamioops of late.

By a private letter from the Horsefly
under date of April 14th we learn that
the big shaft being sunk by the Mio-
cene company was, at that time, down
140 feet in solid blue gravel with a very
large percentage of quartz. Much more
than in the old shaft, boulders and drift-
wood. and colors of gold at every pan
indicating that the shaft is now nearer
the centre of ‘the channe] than before.
The increase of water also indicate this
although the water is now draining out.
The water in the shaft is under complete
control and altogether the outlook is fav-
orable. Enclosed in the letter is a photo
of the new shaft house, which is a sub-
stantial building about 100 feet long,
the shaft being sunk in one end and a
saw mill under the other eénd of the
building. Senator Campbell is steadily
and safely going ahead with this work
and the Horsefly country has a great fu-
ture. It will not be strange if thous-
ands of men are engaged in drifting out
the rich gravel of the old channels with-
in the Horsefly country before many
years.—B. C. Mining Journal,

CASCADE.

The Record states that for the first
time in many months the mail from
Rossland and Nelson was received the
other evening in Cascade the same day
as it was sent. This is one of the im-
mediate effects of changing the service
into the Boundary country from Marcus
to Bossburg. “If the American authori-
ties will keep on the good work, after a
while we may,” says the paper quoted,
“ possibly have a fairly good mail ser-
vice. However, there is still room for
great improvement, especially in  the
transmission of Spokane mail.”

Mr. Gerald Upton. of the B. C. M. &
M. syndicate, met with an exciting ex-
perienee the other Sunday afternoon.
He had been out hunting with Mr,
Mayall, and in descending a preeipitous
portion of the mountain behind Graham’s
found the rock was giving way  under-
neath him. Six feet below was a nar-
row ledge, and beneath that a sheer
precipice of 150 feet. He used his foot
to wedge back the rock, and being abso-
lutely unable to return or move forward
withoat meeting inevitable death, called
to his companion for assistance. This
was supplied by wedging in a stone in
place of his-foot, and allowed him about
half a second in which to make a dan-
gerous spring sideways on to the ledge
beneath. Instantaneously the rock,
weighing about 400 pounds, followed .by
smaller pieces, slid forward and passing
within a_ foot of Mr. Upton’s head,

thundered down the mountain side.
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PROVINCIAL NEWS Dead

R O ST

man s
Tangle ‘Gtovvs.v

Appears Thafff”rovinclal,’ Not
Dominion, Government
Is the Owner.

Attorney-General - Martin Finds
Himself in_Peculiar
Predicament.

There appear to be as many sides to
the now famous Deadman’s Island gues-
tion that for weeks has been agitating
Vancouverites as there are maledictions
for the George E. Starr, and now just
as the Vancouver correspondents assert
that an amicable settlement of the orig-
inal dispute may be looked for as the out-
come of the meeting to-morrow evening
between the Citizens” Committee and the
Vancouver Board of Aldermen, a new
element is introduced in the discussion
that leads away entirely from the orig-
inal osition.

It L;:()l;mthing more or less than that
Deadman’s Island js in very much the
same position as Beacon Hill par_k, in-~
sofar as the right of the province in the
title is concerned. ;

Rumor was busy yesterday with the
announcement that the provincial gov-
ernment had decided to lay formal claim
to the possession of the island. Premier
Semlin, when approached by an inter-
viewer upon the subject, admltt_ed,thaf
the matter was under considegatlog, and
while he was very guarded in his an-
swers to various questions put to him,
did not deny that the reports in circula-
tion as to contemplated action on the
part of the government have a substan-
tial foundation in fact. '

It appeared to him, Hon:_ Mr. Seml‘m‘
observed, that prior to 1895 the provin- |
cial government had claimed 9Wner§hlp
in the Stanley Park reservation—since
then, apparently, there had been a tacit
abandonment of the claim, although on
what grounds he was at a loss to under-
stand. :

Of course it would be impolite to sug-
gest that inasmuch as Hon. Jo:seph :\Iar-
tin, attorney general, is in his private
professional capacity solicitor for Mr.
Ludgate this may have something to 510
with the further pressing of the claim
if it is a tenable one. Mr. Martin’s po-
sition in the matter is none the less a
very interesting as well as a very com-
plicated one. :

As to the basis of the provincial cla}m
to ownership, the following facts are in-
teresting:

On the 19th of September, 1872, on
a motion by Mr. Robson, seconded by Mr.
Hughes, the provincial house ordered a
return of all public lands reserved, such
return to state the area and object of
each reserve. This return was presented
to the house by the Hon. Robert Beav-
en on the 14th of June, 1873, and in that
return the following appeared:

*“South of English Bay, Burrard Inlet,
naval, 788 acres; north of First
Narrows, Burrard Inlet, military,
334 acres; south of First Nar-
rows, Burrard Inlet, 950 acres, mili-
tary.”

These three anre bracketed together
with a memorandum- concerning the en-
trance to Burrard Inlet. No date is giv-
en for the date of the re##@rvations.  The
last mentioned one is Deadman’s Island.
There is a memorandum attached to the
foot of the statement, showing that the
total acreage can only be considered as
approximate, the reserve not being sur-
veyed, and the quantities being calculat-
ed from charts on small scales, or esti-
mated from particulars of descriptions
in the Gazette notices.

A few years ago applications were
made to the provincial government for
a lease of Deadman’s Island by parties,
and, on attention of the Dominion gov-
ernment being drawn to this fact, that
government protested against any dis-
position being made by the provincial
government of the land in  question,
claiming it as a reserve. The provincial
government has never admitted the title
of the Dominion government to these re-
serves; but it being stated that it was
required as a military reserve, the Pro-
vincial government decided not to make
any disposition whatsoever of the island.

British €Columbia was admitted into
the Union on the 16th of May, 1871, and
under section 10 of the Terms of Union
the British North America Act of 1867
was made applicable to British Columbia
in the like way and to the same extent
as that act applied to the other prov-
inces, and as if British Columbia had
been one of the ° provinces ~originally
united by the said act. By séction 109
of this act, all land, etc., belonging to
the several provinces should belong to
the several provinces subject  to any
trusts existing in respect thereof, and to
any interest other than that of the prov-
ince in the same. By section 108, the
public works and property of each prov-
ince enumerated in the third schedule
should be the property of Canada. Sub-
section 10 comprises all armouries, drill-
sheds, military clothing, munitions of
war, and lands set apart for general pub-
lic purposes.

This province has always taken the po-
sition that the lands set apart for gen-
eral public purposes must be treated as
having reference: to the preceding terms,
viz., armories, drill-sheds, military cloth-
ing and munitions of war; and as Brit-
ish Columbia had no armories, drill-
sheds, etc., the government contended
that no reserves passed to the Domin-
ion.

There is also another view to be taken
of the matter, which will bear debate,
which is this: That all reserves for pub-
lic purposes made while the colony was
under the Crown did not belong to the
province at the time of confederatm_n.‘
They fall under the category of lands in
respect of which interests other than
that of the province existed.

It must also be remembered that dur-
ing the Crown colony times the Imperial
government made charts of the waters
of Vancouver Island and British Colum-
bia, and the officers engaged in such em-
ployment marked off certain places as
government reserves, which reserves ap-
pear on the charts. As the lands were
Crown lands at the time of these reser-
vations, it can be argued that these re-
serves were lawfully made without any
special reference to the local govern-
ment, s 2

Questions must therefore arise with re-
gard to the meaning of lands belonging
to the several provinces; whether the
province ever claimed title to the lands
in question; what title did the Dominion
government acquire? and whether the
title is still vested in the Imperial gov-
ernment, or whether any transfer can be
made without the express authority of
the Imperial Crown. :

Decisﬁns of the Privy Council ean be
eited to show that all the subjeets de-
seribed in section 109 and all revenues
derived from these subjects continue to

‘| years In the primary scéhools, tbere .was

eign head of each province. Whatever
proprietory rights ‘were at the time of
the passing of the British North Ameri-
ca act possessed by the provinces re-
mained vested if theém, except such as
were by any of its express enactments
transferred to the Dominion of Canada.
. Now the guestion is, what right has
the Dominion of Canada to dispose of
the property in question? Its claim is
by no means clear, and therefore it is
very easily seen a ' conflict is sure to
arise with regard to the title in question.

SCIENCE NOTES,

The police authorities of Bonn-on-the
Rbine have been investigating the drink‘ng
habits of small children. Out of 240 child-
ren between the ages of seven and eight

not one that had not tasted wine or beer.
One-quarter of them had tasted brandy.
Beer or wine wds drunk every day by one-
quarter of the children. Eight per cent.
received a glass of bmm‘ily each day from
their parents, “to make them strong.” Ten
per cetit. would not drink milk, ‘“because
it has no taste.”

The latest invention In the way of a
weapon is the short rifie owned by the
German Emperor. This rifie is only one
foot in length and resembles a Mauser
revolver. The rifled barrel’ is constructed
to .carry a nickel-plated bullet shaped at
the end like the so-called “‘dum-dum” bul-
lets. The powder used Is ‘‘Cordite,” and
the sights are arranged for distances up to
1,000 yards. When used at long range the
weapon is attached to a stock, fitting to
the shoulder. o

‘The London Mlectric Review is authority
for the statement that an' English firm
has developed a highly satisfactory electric
furnace for the production of ceramie
wares. It is sald to yield results far
superior to those obtainable by means of
the old style of furnace. and the tempera-
ture is under perfect eontrol.

The latest application of the Roentgen
reys is in testing coal. It is found that
carbon'is quite transparent to the X rays,
while all the substances which constitute
the ‘“ash” of the coal—silica, etc.—are
opaque to the rays. By placing a lump of
coal between a Crooke’s tube and a fluore-
scent screen, it is found that the slag and
clinker-forming materiasl can be detected
and their quantity estimated with consider-
able accuracy.

Signor Marcon! intends visiting America
in October of the present year, to show
that practical results have been obtained
in wireless telegraphy. He considers that
communication between England and Am-
erica by wireless telegraphy is no dream,
but among the possibilities of the not
very distant future. The ‘chief difficulty
which at present interposes is the height
of the poles that would be necessary on
either side of the Atlantic. These poles
would have to be from 1,000 to 1,500 feet
in height. Improvement in the apparatus
may remove thig difficulty.

The regulations for the Paris exposition
of 1900 are now completed. The authorities
have announced the various groups_ into
which exhibits will be divided. Among
those most interesting to British Colum-
bians are class 63—the working of mines,
ore beds and quarries; class 64, metallurgy;
class 65, metal working. The sections relat-
ing to forest products and fisheries are
also worthy of consideration by the people
of this province.

The Kalgoorlie mines in Australia pay
over $5,000,000 in yearly dividends. The
rock containing the gold is “‘diorite,” and
the gold is contained in ecertain portions
of the rock, without being bounded by any
well-defined ‘‘walls,” as is urual in min
eral deposits. The line of demarcation be-
tween the vein matter and the country
rock can only be determined by frequent
assays. Rock of a blue tinge and of a
somewhat ‘‘schistose’’ nature is character-
istic of the richest mines, while the unpro-
ductive areas have a greenish color. Some-
times the gold, in a finely divided state,
forms a beautiful glistening sheen on the
surface of the rock.

In the development of mechanical en-
gineering, one of the most striking features
is the improvement in apparatus and work-
shop appliances at the teaching institutions.
Formerly a few models and sections of ma-
chinery were considered sufficient. At
present it is usual to provide large build-
ings, fitted with machines of exactly the |
same size and design as would be met with
in actual practice. The full size passen-
ger engine lately presented to Columbia
College is an example of this. The engine
is the gift of one of the large locomotive
works and was exhibited at the World’s
Fair. This engine is a full size standard
gauge passenger locomotive. It is provid-
ed with all the latest improvements, in-
cluding air brakes, etc. In addition to
the educational functions of this locomo-
tive, it will be used in solving numerous
problems: connected with design and
economy of fuel, etc.

The Red Mountain Tunnel Co. proposes tc
ran a tunnel from the Columbia river,
near "T'rail, B. C., to tap Red mountain near
Ressland, a distance of five miles. The
purpose is to drain the mines of Rossland,
ventilate and furnish them with light and
power, and afford economical -methods of
extracting ore. The work is estimated
to cost $4,000,000. C. R. Hosmer, who
is interested in the Centre Star, Virginia
and Monte Christo mines, and H. 8. Holt,
the railway magnate, of Montreal, are lead-
ing the project.

Unusual is the scene at Summerland,
Santa Barbara Co., Cal, whére on the
ocean. beach on.a platform built out 300
feet. in the wuter are pumps raising rich,
black petroleum from the sea. Rich strata
of oll lie beneath the ocean’s bed, and wells
that puncture the rocky, sandy bottom give
it an outlet. The Treadwell platform, or
wharf, 300 feet in length, has a string ot
wells along its sides, and the limit of the
submarine oil fields has not yet been reach-
ed. Even in California it is something
new to bore in water for oil-bearing sand,
striking it successfully at a depth of 325
feet.

The arrastra is still used in California and
other states, and is a favorite in many
almost inaccessible localities. It is a good
amalgamator, but an expensive ecrusher.
It is a primitive contrivance—usually a
shallow, tub-shaped enclosure about 12 feet
in diameter, or either iron or stone. An
upright shaft fixed to pivots above and
below stands in the centre, and from it
arms extend, to which horses or mules
are hitched. Usually, however, arrastras
are of one mule power. Blocks of stone,
attached by thongs or chains to the cen-
tral arm, are dragged around the enclosure,
the front of the lower surface of each
block being slightly raised, so that -the
block crushes the finely crushed ore in its
passage. When the ore is well pulped
mercury is added and the grinding process
continues. during amalgamation.

The greatest known depths of the sea
are in the South Atlantic Ocean, midway
between the Island of Triston d’Acunha
and the mouth of the Rio de la Plata. The
bottom was there reached at a depth of
40,238 feet, .or seven and three-fifth miles,
In the North Atlantic Ocean, south of New-
foundland, soundings have been made to
a depth of 4,580 fathoms, or 27,480 feet,
while depths equaling 34,000 feet, or six
and a half miles, are reported south of

A

T; evaporation from : a seas.
The glaciers of Greenland and northern

to the Gulf Stream. If, then, the region
about Behring Strait should sink down
enough to admit a large part of the Kuro
Siwo_or Japanese current into the Arectic
Sea, it is possible that the conditions would

furnished that would be necessary for
the formation of our great ice sheet.  Bvi-
dence is found around ME 8t. Elias that
the adjacent shores of ‘'were once
4,000 feet lower than they are now, a
fa:tt. that lends color to a theory of this
80; :

RAILWAY SMASHUP.

Three Pnssengersilled and Many
Fatally Hurt Near Rochester,

Rochester, May 1.—The most disas-
trous railway wreck that has ever hap-
pened on a Rochester railroad occurred
this afternoon on the Rochester & Lake
Ontario railroad, better known as the
Bay railroad, about one-half mile north

of the city line, when two cars on an
excursion train filled with passengers
left the track. Three passengers were
killed, and a dozen were fatally hurt
and over fitty injured.

. John Hilberg was standing on the plat-
form between the second and third cars
between the two cars and crushed to
between. the two cars and cruched to
death.

Little Emma Tuefel was among the
first of the wounded taken from the
wreck. ‘Her face was covered with
blood, her nose broken, and cuts and
‘bruises over her face, hands and arms.
George Brasser, who sustained a com-
pound fracture of the forearm, was
found pinioned under g heavy beam.

CABLE FOR PHILIPPINES.

New York, May 1.—The United States
cable steamer Hocker passed out from
quarantine this afternoon, bound for

cipal points in the Philippines. = The

ocker was formerly the Panama, one
of the first prizes captured in the Span-
ish war. Lieut. John R. Maxfield is in
command, and with him goes a full de-
tachment of the signal corps.

—0

THEIR FIRST MEETING.

Ladies’ Committee of the Protestaat
Orphanage Meet and Elect
Officers,

The first meecting of the newly-elected
committee of ladies of the Protestant Or-
phanage was held yesterday afternoon at
the home on Hillside avenue. After the
presentation of credentials ‘and other
routine business the following officers were
elected: Mrs. W. F. McCulloch, president;

Mrs. Chas. Hayward, vice-president; Mrs.
W. R. Higgins, treasurer; Miss Edith Carr,
hon. secretary.

Several applications for admission to the
home were received and referred to the
reception committee with power to act.

Five applications for girls as domestie
helps, and one for a boy to assist on a
farm, were referred to a committee for
further inquiry.

A large committee of the ladies was nom-
inated to assist in carrying out the details
of the promenade and refreshment concert
kindly tendered by the Fifth Regiment
band in the Drill hall on May, 10.

A report from the monthly visiting com-
mittee was received and filed, and the fol-
lowing named as the committee for May:
Mrs. James Hutcheson and: Mrs, George
. Milne,

The matron reported all well, and receipt
of the following donations for April, which
are thankfully acknowledged: Mrs. Beaven,
secretary of King’s Daughters Ministering

Mr. Beauchamp, two boxes .apples; Mrs.
Wilkins, clothing; Mrs, Smith, clothing:
Mrs. E. C. Baker, clothing; Miss Madigan,
clothing; Mrs. MeKilligan, eclothing; Mrs.
McCulloch, clothing, boots ard biscuits;
A Friend, dried peaches; A Friend, cloth-
ing; Mr. Jack, dripping; Times, Colonist
and Globe publishing companies, daily pa-
pers; Mr. R. E. Knowles, milk daily; Court
Vancouver, Ancient Order of Foresters,
check for $10.
g

GOOD SHOWING.

Customs Returns for the Port of Vie-
toria for Last Month.

The returns of the Victoria customs
house for the month just ended make a
splendid showing. They are as follows:

Duties collected $ 86,371 89
Other revenues .., 31,315 96

Watal . a0 e e $117,687 85
Imports—Free .... - .$107,180 00
Dutiable 268,418 00

Poral vl s o Bl $375,598 00
Exports—Produce of Canada. .§ 44,588 00
Not produce of Canada........ 11,791 00

$ 56,379 00
AN ISTHMIAN CANAL ASSURED.

The severance of the American isthmus
seems assured, and with the completion
of an adequate and easily navigable ship
canal from the Atlantic to the Pacific
will come changes and expansions in the
commercé of the world which can as yet
scarcely be conjectured. Experience
has amply proved that increased facili-
ties create new traffic, greater as the
gain in time and safety in facility be-
comes more considerable. In a case
where the change is so great and far-
reaching as that which will be made by
the completion of the trans-isthmian
water route, data of existing tonnage
carried are of little value as a guide to
an estimation of the traffic or the finan-
cial profit of the undertaking. Some
suggestions, however, may be found by
the study of other works of similar
character, bearing always in mind that
ocean freight-carrying is much more
beueﬁ_ted by small savings in time of
transit, especially when effected at the
cost of more difficult navigation, while
the gain from a large saving rises in
rapid ratio.—E. L. Corthell in The En-
gineering Magazine for May.

—_— T

Object to Potlatches—A delegation of
natives from the Naas River district
waited on Hon. Joseph Martin yesterday
to see what could be done towards hay-
ing the law prohibitisg the custom of
potiatching enforced. The deputation
consisted of Luke Nelson, of Kinkolith,
chief of the government-appointed coun-
cil in that settlement: Andrew Mercer,
of Aiyansh, a member of the council;
and David. McKay, of Lak Kalzap, also
a member of the council there. Rev. 8.
S. Osterhout, who happened to be in

the Bermuda Islands. The average depth
of the Pacific Ocean, between Japan and |
California, is a little over 2,000 fathoms?
between Chili and the Sandwlch_lslands,'
2,500 fathoms; and between Chili and New
Zedland, 1,500 fathoms. The average depths '
of all the oceans is from 2,000 to 2,500
fathoms.

Prof. Shaler does not belleve that the
ice age in America was caused by much
more intense cold than is now known on
this continent, but rather by an enormonsly |

' be vested in Her Majesty as. the sover-

increased fall of snow in the boreal regions

the city, acted as interpreter and intro-
duced the natives to the Attorney-Gen-
eral. All the old objections to potlateh-
ing were again gone over and appealed
most foreibly to the Attorney-General,
who promised to write to the Dominion
government at once about the matter
and use his influence toward having a
prohibitory law enforced.

Sev.enteen parcels of ants’ eggs from
.Russla.' weighing 550 pounds, were gold
in Berlin recently for 20 cents a pound.

Scandinavia are attributed in gréat measure |

Manila, to connect by cable all the prin*[

Cirele, 14 pinafortes and one work apron;t

of America, such as wou.ldyfn'lin; - en-
larged ageere x| A Northern

Boat Arri\}cs

8teamer Alpha Completes Her
First -Trip to Lynn
Canal Points.

Mr. H. Langley Comes From
Atlla Through Snow
) and Slush,

Steamer Alpha, Capt. J. D. Warren,
arrived yesterday morning from: the
North. She left Skagway on Monday
last and had a fine passage both going
and coming. On the north bound trip
the officers received the following ad-
dress from the passengers:: “We' the
undersigned passengers on - the steam-
ship’ Alpha from Victoria to Skagway
consider it our duty to inform the trav-
elling pablic of the courteous and most
considerate treatment sccorded to" us by
the officers of the above steamer, not to
mention “the ‘elegance’ and’ cemfort the
vessel affords seldom found in travelling
on the above route. Especial praise and
thanks to her worthy commander, Capt.
James D. Warren, chief officer, Capt. O.
Bucholtz, the genial purser,” Dougtas-S.
Gray; chief engineer, W.- Q. ~Veyy and
steward, W. Ross." 'We ean cheerfully -
recommend the Alpha to any one, wish-
ing to travel with speed and ‘sdfety.”
The address had attached the -Sighatuses
of nearly every passenger on the vowage.
'The steamer had a small list on her re-

arn.
Among the arrivals were H. Leslie
and wife who came out from Dawson: be-.

‘hind two big. St. Bernard digs in six- -

iteen days. They have come down for
 Supplies, every dollar’s worth  of which
|—and there will be 15 or 20 tons alto-
!gether—will be purchased in . Vietoria.
The couple left for San Francisco yes-
terday morning to visit friends and will
return to this city in a fortnight or so.

Another passenger was C. D. ‘Newton,
who went through to San Franeisce
to secure hydraulic machinery for the
tyvorking of some 15 or 20 mining claims
in the northern country. :
’ H. Langley, of Vancouver, also came
down on the Alpha. He left Atlin Oity
a week ago last Tuesday and waded
through soft snow and slugh almost the
entire length of the trails. Atlin, Ke
says, has now a population of 2,000. It
is a city of tents Atretching along in
street fashion to Pine creek, a distance
|of six or seven miles. There are several
log houses and one two stories high in
,course of erection next-the customs
thouse, is costing $10,000. After June
1 a general transformation of the place
| will take place, as according to law can-
vas buildings must be replaced by frame
structures. There is three feet of snow
ion the ground in Atlin Mr. Langley
,States, but it is disappearing very rap-
ild]y. The weather is very fine and it
{was so light that he could see to read
a newspaper at three o’clock in the morn-
ing. Mr. Langley brings news of the
ideath on or about the 3rd inst. of a
Nova Scotian named Robinson who went
{into Atlin with. the intention of seeing
’the country before proceeding to. Daw-
son to develop a number of claims. He
|took sick on' the trail into: Atlin and
died the second day he was in the hos-
pital. He had just been back Bast_and
had arranged for a number of Nova
Scotians to ‘go North to work his clainis.

While on the way to Skagway: Mr.
| Langley heard of a property on Otto.lake
;having been bonded for $75,000, of whieh
amount it was said $30,000 was paid
‘down. The young fellows having the
property had a very narrow escape from
dying of exposure on the trail while on
the way to the recording office at Ben-
nett. Their provisions had been stolen
by the dogs, and while one had barely
istrength enough to reach the Teapae
house the other lay on the trail until
assistance was sent to him. T

Mr. Langley thinks Atlin a grand coun-
try with area sufficient for a million or
more inhabitants. He strongly condemns
the alien law, o

JACK WADE CREEK.

It Was Discovered Fivé Years Ago but
Abandoned for Other Diggings.

The Klondike Nugget of recent -date
contains quite an interesting story of. the
finrding Jack Wade Creek, the latest Bl-
dorado of the Yukon. The Nugget says.

“Five years ago two men wandered into

an unknown stream joining Walker’s Fork,
eight miles, from the confluence of that
Stream with Forty Mile: When eight eor
ten miles up the unprospected tributary,
the men sank two holes to bed rock, and
in each founad splendid prospects. They de-
termined to locate claims, but at the very
moment when they were about to record
the same, news of Miller Creek came’ to
hand, the two prospectors hastening to the
scene of the ‘‘latest marvel.”” For many
years thereafter Jack Wade Creek was
known as a profitless “pup” of Walker's
Fork.

“In September of last year the creek was
staked from head to mouth, but the vast
majority of claims were never placed on
record. About the first of Janpary of the
current year, two parties began prospect-
ing the creek, though without the knowl-
edge of each other, one working near the
mouth and the other near the fountain head.
Almost at the same moment bed rock was
reached by both parties, and so rich re-
sults obtained that the two discoveries were
put on record that the vast wealth of the
strike’ tipped to personal friends. At the
end of a few days the creek had been
staked its entire length and also the bench-
es and tributaries, the latter being fifteen
in' number, Concerning the prospects of
Wade Creek, Captain Henry Benis, owner
of number 4 from the mouth says:

‘“‘In my opinion Jack Wade Creek fapr
surpasses anything yet found in the Klog-
dike or Indian River districts, due weight
being given of course to the expense neces-
sary to operate mining properties in Alas-
ka as against this territory. ‘The new creek
is 16 miles long, and wherever a hole has
been sunk to bed rock, extraordinary rich
pay has been located. My claim, number
4, is anything like go rielias thosge higher
up, but my groudd shows an average of
40 cents, which ig quite satisfactory to me.
At lower discovery the gound is much bet-
ter, ' while -upper discovery, only a short
distance from the head of the creek, the
best pay of all is found. : vy

““ ‘It is all shallow iggings, bedrock being-
from 4 to 11 feet below the surface, The
claims can be worked all the year round,
which is of course a big item. The ground
around upper discovery will average $1 to
the pan, the paystreak being very wide and
deep. There have been $60, $70 and $80
bans taken out, but the average is $1 ang
all course gold. Nugget’s ranging from $1
to $48 are common. Of the tributaries
only two, Roberts and Clark, have so far
(l::;xd prospected and a good paystreak lo.
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