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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1898,

THE TRADE OF THI YUKON.

The Montreal Herald says that omly
about one-tenth' of ‘the trade of the Yu-
kon comes to Canads. This may have
been true as far as the outfitting went,
but it will hardly hold good mnow that
regular channels of communication have
been opened up, There is no more rea-
son why a merchant should buy goods
in the United Statés to sell on the Yu-
kon than to buy them there for sale
at Edmonton. It is true there are some
slight charges necessary, because the
way imto the Yukon is across United
“States ‘territory, bit ‘theése will not
amount to sufficient to divert the whole-
sale trade to the United States.

The Herald apparently is under the
jmpression that hereafter, as in the past,
every miner going north will take an
outfit with him, Only a few of them
wili do this. The majority will buy
what they need from merchants in ‘the
Yukon, excépt 'possibly clothes and a
few of .the lighter articles. The staple
food supplies will be purchased at Daw-
son or elsewhere in: the North. There
wiil be considerable outfitting trade in
the early part of next year, but the in-
dividual purchases will not be . lgrge.
‘After mavigation opens next year there
wili be no reason for miners to take in
staples, because prices will fall td a rea-
sonable figure at all Yukon points. The
day of phenomenal prices for commodit-
jes there is very nearly.over. One ef-
fect of this drop will be to drive trade
into Canadian channels. When goods
brought almost anything a person chose
1o as. for them the duty cut a small fig-
ure; but when prices are down to a rea-
sonable commercial margin of profit,
merchants will have to consider all the
factors which go to regulate the cost of
articles, and the duty is one of them.

‘We suggest to our Montreal contem-
porary that it ought to use its influence
with its friends in office to promote in
every way ' possible the supplying of the
Xukon from Canadian sources. One way
*in which this can be done is by the gov-
ernnient hereafter refraining from plac-
ing any contracts, either for supplies or
transportation, with United States con-
cerns. Another is to secure the carriage
of Canadian mails on Canadian vessels.
Doubtless other ways will suggest them-
seives to the department, whose special
duty it is to look into such matters. The
Yukon trade is a valuable one, will grow
and will be permanent. A special effort
should be made to secure it.

THE POLICE MAGISTRACY.

Ay the City Council on Monday night
the Mayor expressed his belief that the
Police Magistrate of Vietoria ought to
be a good lawyer and should not be al-
lowed to practice his profession. There
is a good deal in this. It would be bet-
ter that the position of Police Magis-
trate should‘ be permanent and the sal-
ary and emoluments large enough to at-
policy should prevail: A police magis-
tract a good man, than that the contrary
trate ought ‘net to be in such .a_position
that his business interests might come in
conflict with his official' duties; and it is
easy to see that if he is a practicing law-
yer they might do so. He might any
day be called upon to sit in judgment
upon ome of his best clients, which

.~ would not be a very desirable thing

either from a public or private point of
view. - ¥ \
The office is one of very great import-
ance. The powers of the police magis-
trate are large, and the class of people
with whom he has for the most part to
deal is such that he must necessatily be
thg final judge in the majority of cases.
1t s, therefore, desirable that the place
should be given to a man conversant not
only with the law, but with the ways of
men. He should be able to bring not
only some degree of learning, but a rea-
sonable share of experience to guide him
in his labors. To secure such a man
gaod remuneration’ and permanency of
tenure of office are essential.
L A R

FRANCE IN EGYPT.

‘.;It is just a century since France be-
gan to dream of an Egyptian empire as
an offset to British India. In July,
1798, Napoleon landed in Egypt with
hiy army to carry out a very comprehen-
sive plan. His object, as outlined in
his address to his army before starting,
was fo relieve the pegple of Kgypt from
g Ly T
¢ us of Suez, an
1:? make the Red Sea a basis ofez’opera-'
tions against India. “ Bgypt will off-
set the possession of the Cape by Eng:
land,” was one of his phrases. There
is reason to believe that he had a greater
ambition than this—nothing less than
the establishment of a great Moham-
medan empire. He was then 'only 29
years of age, and a position on the
Directory of France was closed to him
by reason of his youth for eleven years.
He believed he saw an open door in the
¥ast. More than one declaration of
his belief that in the East only could a
great conqueror find scope for his ambi-
*‘tion has been preserved. = On his arrival
in Egypt he lost no time in appealing to
the fanaticism of the people.  While
. Tecognizing the supremacy of the Sul-
3: Qltbi: f};nstént_inople, he issued a pro-
mtion declaring that he w:
‘foretold in the tmm,h:udn?:il:"‘lpl:eatggE
sions were recognized 'in influential
Mohamimedan guarters with at least the
appearance of  sincerity, It is not
necessary to give a history of the Egyp-
tian campaign. - The chief point of in-
terest mow is ‘‘that the overthrow of
Napoleon’s plans was due first to Nel-|
‘sou, who gt the battle of the Nile fought
‘on August 1 and 2, 1798, destroyed all
hope of succour from France for the'

army, which rapidly became  weakened
through the effect of the climate and the
‘excesses indulged in; and in the second
place to Sir Sidney Smith, by destroying
 the French flotilla in the harbor of Acre,
and afterwards compelling Napoleon to
raise the siege of that town, effectually
prevented the consummation of . the
scheme for the conquest of Syria.

The HEgyptian expedition never was
favored by the French Directory. Napo-
leon was allowed to go in the hope that
he would never return. Nevertheless
the popular mind in France was fired
witli the idea of the control of both ends
of the Mediterranean, and England was
never forgiven her part in preventing its
realization. Frenchmen have since then
looked upon Egypt as their right by way
of sentiment. Hence when in 1856 De
Iesscps invited. subscriptions from the
pecple of France to pay for the construe-
tion of the Suez canal, money flowed in

moiety of the stock offered to the public
wis at once subscribed in that country.
Frenchmen thought they saw at last the
genius, of their nation - asserting itself,
and abeut to complete what the great
emperor had attempted and failed in per-
forming.. In 1869 the canal was. opened
for trafic. Ten years later the finances
of Egypt became’' so involved that
France and Great Britain conjointly
undertook to supervise the government
of the country. @The British interest,
which warranted a demand for a joint
centrol with France, was based in part
upon the claims of Egyptian bondhold-
ers, but chiefly upon the acquirement of
the Khedive's interest in the canal by
purchase in 1875. ' The joint contrel did
not last very long. Arabi Pasha headed
a rebellion against the Khedive in-1881.
Great Britain asked: France to join in
suppressing it, but the request was re-
fused, and thereupon Great Britain did
the work alone. This was accomplished
in 1882, and in the following year the
dual control, already practically at an
end, was formally dissolved. It is an old
saying that we cannot forgive other peo-
ple for our own mistakes. The blunder of
F'rance in refusing -to participate in the
suppression of Arabi’s revolt lead to the
ousting of that country from a position
to-which she claimed a historie right,
and Great Britain has never been for-
given for it. ' Since 1883 France has not
attempted any interference in the affairs
of Kgypt, except as far as could be done
under the terms of the treaty providing
for a British Resident at Cairo. The
Marchand expedition was not under-
taken with any intention of acquiring
from KEgypt, through the back door,
vhat had been allowed to slip out of
the front one. Yet in the irony of fate
it has happened that, just as for the
third time there seemed to be a prospect
of French dominion being extended over
sce part of the Nile valley, Great Brit-
ain again interposes with a command to
abandon. the field.

It thus appears that Frince has really
no claim either to the possession of
Egyptian térritory nor to a voice in the
control of its government, since she re-
fused to exercise the latter at the only
time when active interference was called
for. French policy in regard to Egypt
has been a succession of blunders, but
its failure does not chafe the national
pride_any the less on that account.. This
disappointment and jealousy of British
swecess in the same field in which
Frcnch arms and diplomacy have been
such conspicuous failures, are what will
lead to hostilities between the two coun-
tries, if ever they come to pass.

THE CURRENCY PROBLEM IN
THE UNITED STATES.

There is reason to suppose that one of
the plans of the Republican party in the
United States is.to retire the greenbacks
by the issue of bonds bearing a low rate
of interest. The greenbacks are a sur-
vival of the war of secession, which was
fgught on a paper currency. Many
readers may recall the daily quotations
of gold which were given out from New
York’ between 1861 and 1873. It was
found out very soon after the beginning
of the war that money could net be bor-
rowed abroad sufiiciently to meet ex-
peuses, and government mnotes were is-
sued, which were not inaptly. described
as a forced loan from the'people. By a
greenback the government of the United
States promised to pay the hearer a cer-
tain sum of money, and then by sus-
pending specie payments did not re-
deem the promise. Hence greenbacks be-
came depreciated, or, as the saying then
was, gold went up. In 1873 specie pay-
ments were resumed and greenbacks
thenceforward were at par. Greénbacks
ar now redeemable on presendtion at the
United States Treasury, but the law re-
quires that they shall be at once re-
issued in payment of public liabilities.
They therefore form a large and very
useful portion of the currency of the
_country, It is proposed mow to retire
them, and for that purpose to issue
bogds specifically payable in gold; that is
the holder of $1,000 in greenbacks, which
do not bear interest, will be enabled to
convert them into a $1,000 bond bearing
interest, By this arrangment the green-
backs will disappear from circulation,
Jbut the lability of ‘the treasury will not
be lessened.  "On the contrary, it will
be increased by the conversion of a non-
interest bearing debt into an interest
bearing one. On the face of it such a
proposition does not seem to be good
financing. The only excuse for it seems
to be that, while greenbacks are out-
standing, it is always possible for those
who want gold to get it out of the treas-
ury by presenting them for payment,
which leads to embarrassing conditions,
but under existing currency laws the gov-
ernment can easily protect itself from a
run by compelling the persons presenting

_greenbacks to take silver for them. No.
secretary of the treasury '»inoz long ﬁﬁg

_his had the conrage fo apply this héroic| -

remedy, which on its part is open to seri-
ous objections. - Tl

80 rapidly that the greater part of the
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How to get rid of the greenbacks with-
out seriously contracting the eurrency
of the country is the difficult problem
now' ‘confronting' the financiers of the
United . States. Indeed it may be said
without exaggeration that.the currency
problem surpasses in difficulty any other
with which the republic has to deal. In-
ternational bimetallism would. afford an
instant and complete @ remedy, for the
greenbacks could then be permanently
retired and silver be. substituted; but
the man who thinks he sees international
bimetallism anywhere in sight must be
leoking backwards and not ahead.

The Celonist is favored with many
letters for publication. In scme cases
the name of the writer-does not accom-
pany them, and hence the letters are not
printed. To some correspondents it may
seem strange that in their case this rule
is enforced, because the subject matter of
their letters is not suech as renders the
personality of the writer of any moment.
To such we have only to say that if
th> rule were departed from in one case
it would be impossible to draw the line
anywhere, and the result would be fre-
quent misunderstandings. Another ob-
servation may be made to correspond-
ents, namely, that while the newspaper
is not responsible ifor: the sentiments they
express, it is réspomsible for publishing
them, Hence both the matter of letters
and the manneér in which they are ex-
pressed  are subject to editorial super-
visicn and alteration, although as a rule
no changes in matter will be made with-
out the consent of the writer. We hope
our readers will keep these things in
mind, for by so doing they will save
themselves anpoyance and the Colonist
the necessity of performing a disagree-
able duty.

The city council and the school board
have arrived at a “modus vivendi,” but
neither side to the dispute will admit
ihat anything like a final settlement has
been reached. In the present contest the
Mayor stands in the position of Mons.
Delcasse, and the School Board repre-
sent the Marquis of Salisbury. Mons.
Delcasse says, “I am in possession of
I'ashoda, i.e., the money; and I will not
give it up.” The Marquis of Salisbury
answers: “Until you have given it up
I will decline to discuss whether or notJ
I kave a right to it.”” Thus an irresist-
ible force having come into contact with
an immovable object, something had to
happen, and so Delcasse remarks: “I am
willing to give it up, but you will under-
stand that I propose to reopen the whole
questiion.” Whereat Salisbury smiles,
and observing to his associates that it
is good policy never to bid a certain per-
sonage “Good morning” until you meet
him, accepts the concession and .awaits
developments.

Montreal people are being wurged to
burn all household refuse.. The advice
is good for every city. It is true that
in Victoria we have the Strait for a
dumping ground, and the tides carry tne
sweepings and scrapings of the city
everywhere, but, as' a matter of domes-
tic. economy and for general ‘sanitary
reasons, it would be wise to burn every-
thing that is capable of being burned.
Many families follow that practice now,
and if it were generally adopted  there
would be a great deal more individual
and public comfort. Clean ashes are

it:prlrllensely superior to miscellaneous rub-
ish.

Yesterday was the first occasion upon
which the people of Victoria had the
advantage of weather forecasts. That
for the day was: “Moderate to fresh
westerly winds, generally fair, not much
change in temperature.” This was fairly
well borne out by the experience of the
day, although the showers foretold for
the Lower Mainland took in Victoria
on their way. Owing to the proximity
of the ocean, weather forecasts here can
hardly be as accurate as at interior
points, but they will be found very use-
fal. ;

As one of the most strenuous objeet-
ors to Mr. Muloek’s do-nothing - policy
in regard to the Dawson post office, the
Colonist is glad to be able to congratu-
late him upon his letter to the new post-
master at that mining camp. It hopes
that with this letter instructions have
been issued that will keep the subordin-
‘ate officials in a state of wholesome fear.

The correspondent of a contemporary
signs himself “San Juan de Fuea.”
When was Juan de Fuca ecanonized?
Unless’ tradition lies the old navigator
was decidedly a horse of another color.

Referring fo the intention of the Great
Northern to apply for a charter for the
Kettle River railway at the next session

of parliament, the Toronto Globe takes
strong ‘ground in favor of granting it.

The reports from Hootalinqua will once

more stimulate interest in that part of
the country. 'The probabilities are that
an immense amount of prospecting will
be done in that region and Northern
British Columbia next season. Victoria
cught to secure a ‘large share of the out-
fitting,
* What some of the city officials called
the Colonist’s plan for collecting water
rates seems to have been a great success.
At the same time it is not to the Colon-
ist alone that the city is indebted for its
adoption. We only did our share.

The discovery of gold near Glenora
bears out the suggestion of the Colonist
that a secondary gold belt extends: the
whole length of the province just east
of the Coast Range.
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WESTERN LIBERAL REVOLT.

The rejection of the Sifton '(:sngiidates
at the recent meeting of the Winnipeg
Liberal Association is only one sign
among many, pointing to the fact that
the Laurier government, by its mal-ad-
ministration of the trust confided to it,
is losing the confidence and respect of
the Western voters, as, to a large extent,’
it has lost its strength in the East. * *
The reports of the meeting show that
the members cheered when reférence was
made by Mr. Jamieson, M.P., to the
Senate’s ‘slaughter of the Yukon railway
contract job. Mr, Sifton was the father
of the scheme, but the whole government
sanctioned it, even Mr, Blair, who con-
tented himself by showing that he did
not like it over much. Whatever dis-
credit attaches to"Mr. Sifton in the mat-
ter, therefore, belongs to his colleagues
also, and any rebuke to him is a rebuke
to them, and will discredit the whole ad-
ministration. * * The West ia
against Mr. Sifton and the government.
Mr. Oliver, M.P., has been told by a
Sifton organ that he is not a good Lib-
eral, and has retorted in effect that he
does not want to be in Siftonism in Lib-
eralism. Mr. Richardson, M.P. for Lis-
gar, is leading in‘ the Winnipeg fight
against Mr. Sifton. The Province, which
Mr,. Bostock, M.P., has a control in, and
the Victoria Times, the paper of Senator
Templeman, have spoken, if not against
Mr. Sifton himself,’at any rate against
what is advanced in Mr. Sifton’s behalf,
by the few and’ not very influential pa-
pers that endorse his course, particular-
ly in regard to the Yukon country. And,
in the Northwest, Mr. Sifton stands for
the government, ., * * * The revolt
against him is a revolt against the gov-
ernment. It affects not only Manitoba,
but the Territories’ and British Colum-
bia.. It is proof of the government’s
decay. It is only one of many. The
Laurier government is on the down
grade.—Montreal Gazette.

LIBERAL EDITOR IN DAWSON:

The Pembroke Observer is a staunch
Grit paper, It is,a strong supporter of
Liberal principles and of the Laurier
administration. The editor, Mr. R.-C.
‘Miller. is at present in Dawson Cily and
last week the Observer printed .a three-
i column letter from him, and in conclud-
ing his deseription of his trip up there
Mr. Miller says: ;

“I had thought of giving you an ink-
ling into how things are at Dawson and
the Klondike, but the subject is both too
big and too warm for the fag end of
this already long epistle. I may just say
by way of an inkling, though, that it
has been our pleasure or the reverse all
summer to listen to’ most violent rail-
ings at the government and the officials
at Dawson, who were both charged with
the most vile and deliberate corruption.
For myself, I did not believe the gov-
ernment knew anything of the dirt here,
even if it really existed as chs:rge'd,
though many good friends have mdxg-
nantly declared to me that it is their
busiress to know. Since I have reached
Dawson I have almost been forced to a
like conclusion and have no hesitation
in dedaring that if they do not take
strong and speedy steps to end the orgy
that is in progress here, they will not
only have become’ partners in the dirt
themselves, but shall have permitted the
continuance of a system which must
result in very great financial amd moral
injury < to the Domimion. I* have been
her: now for two Weeks and have been
nuting and enquirifig on evety hand, and
though T cannot yét give you facts and
figures I have seéh enough to convince
myself that it is worse even than the
mind of an honest man can conceive.
That the mining laws are being set
aride on a colossal scale is beyond all
question, and that barefaced bribery is
the rule of the day is equally certain.
But why go on. I have already told
you it was high time to draw this letter
to a close. And doubtless you have
Leard ef the seamy side of Dawson from
a number of other sourcés. Believe me
you can accept ‘#l1 you hear in that
line—no matter, how extravagant—as
within the bounds'of probability. Yours,
R. C. Miller.”—Ottawa Citizen.

VANCOUVER, FOR INSTANCE.

The Ottawa Free Press declares that
the Toronto Globe is no longer the of-
ficial mouthpiece of the Liberal party.
With Liberal papers all over the country
repudiating each.other and casting as-
persions on each other’s integrity, and
otherwise doing their best to injure each
other’s character, the time for the fall
of the party they represent must be
drawing nigh.—Montreal Gazette.

AN IDEA FOR VICTORIA. .

In Toronto, as in Montreal, a move-
ment is on foot fo¥ the organization of
an association whose object it will be
to promote tourist traffic. These Toron-
to men realize that any increase in the
number of summer tourists visiting their
city. means. dollars .and cents to Toronto
roerchants, hotel-keepers and transport-
ation companies—and through these to
all classes of the gommunity. Montreal
merchants, there.is reason to believe, are
coming to similarly realize the advan-
tages that may accrue to them through
a development of this tourist traffic.—
Mcutreal Herald.

NO HOPE FOR PROHIBITION.

The proposals' of the prohibitionists
being radical in /their nature, they could
not be accepted by any administration
of men with a reasonable sense of the
responsibilities of their position, unless
th> will of the people was expressed so
clearly that there could remain no doubt
as to the force of public opinion which
would sustain the sumptuary law after
it was sed. Not merely did the re-
recent plebiscite show that thereé was-no
preponderating majority of the voters
whe went to the polls in favor of prohi-
Lition, but it proved that there exists
in the Dominion a large body of men so
indifferent regarding the question that
they did not give expression to their
opinion. A government, when a ques-
tion of this charaeter is up for considera-
ation, , cannot ignore this indifference.
If it did, and attempted a radical depar-
ture in legislation, it would very probab-
ably find this indifference to an academ-
ical proposition become a very positive
force were the theoretical to become the
actual. The Dominion goévernment, in
view of the result of the plebiscite, has
no reason to feel that action on its part
is- demanded. For the prohibitionists to
insist to the contrary is to invite de-
served criticism  from friends of the
movement who desire to see its advo-
cates guided by practical wisdom as well
as inspired by enthusiasm.—Montreal
Herald, ,

THANKSGIVING.

When Canada first adopted the Yan-
kee idea of setting apart a - day. for
thanksgiving to: the Lord, the : first
‘Thursday in November was fixed, year
after’ year, for the holding. ~ When the
present American govermment (came - in-

to power at Ottawa, it went a step fur-p'W.

Mocedt Ay d P

ter in Yankeeism and ordered the hold-

a0 Y

ing‘ “of " thanksgiving - day on the last

‘| Thursday in-November, the date of the| D:
American ‘thanksgiving day.” Bat that

is ‘eiitirely too late for Canada.’ It is too
near Christmas, and the weather in Can-
ada is' not gemerally very good im the
last days of November. The general
opigion sems to be that the holiday
should be fixed late in October, when
better weather is to be expected. Many
of our contemporaries are advocating a
change in the date, and the Spectator
adds its say to the general clamor te
fix the Canadian thanksgiving holiday
aceording to the Canadian weather nro-
babilities. Late in November may be
all right in Florida or Louisiana, but
it is all wrong north of the great lakes.
—Hamilton Spectator. $

LIBERAL M.P’S PROTEST.

The position boiled down is this:

If it is being “out of step with West-
ern Liberals” to protest against the fail-
ure tv meet our expectations on the tar-
iff, then is The Tribune “out of step.”

If it is “out of step with Western
Liberals” to ask for economy in the ad-
ministration of public affairs;, then is
The Tribune “‘out of step.”

If it is “out of step with Western

Liberals” to call for an investigation into
official crookedness in the Yukon and to
insist on a sweep in the interests of the
government  itself, if malfeasance is
proved, then is The Tribune “out  of
step.”
Tr it is “out of step with Western
Liberals” to protest in the name of Lib-
eralism against any alliance real or imag-
inary between the C. P. R. and the Lib-
eral party, then is The Tribune “out of
step.” ¢ :

If it is ‘“out’ of step with Western
Liberals” to insist upon knowing why
the C. P. R. company handed over a
property valued at. apwards of a han-
dred thousand dollars to the minister of
the interior and to demand in the name
of Liberalism what was the quid pro
quo, then is The Tribune “out of step.”
—Winnipeg Tribune.

A contract has been let by the Ross-
land Skating and Curling Company, lim-
ited, for the erectiom on their seven lots
et the corner of Spokane and Second

avenue of a mammoth combination rink.
The dimensions call for the skating rink
proper to be 165 feet by 75 feet, with an
arch 40 feet in height covering the same,
Surrounding this central rink will be
walks and a balcony. This portion will
be used by the skaters and hockeyists.
On other side will be curling rinks- 150
feet by 16 feet. The rink will be com-
pleted as rapidly as possible, to allow
for amusement as soon as frost appears.

The new hotel at the War Eagle mine,
Rossland, has been opened, and is said
io be perhaps the fines: of its kind on
the continent. It was designed as a
home for the miners working at the pro-
perty, and in elegance of detail it is the
equal of many first class hotels in large
cities, The new hotel stands boldly out
upon -the side of Red mountain, a little
distance above the mine offices, As seen
from the town the massive three-story
building of stone and wood presenis an
imposing appearance. Cool verandahs
surround the hotel, and offer a pleasant
loitering place during the summer
months, - The building is owned by the

War Eagle Hotel;O ny, 4 Corpora-
tion subsidiary to th;t?ar Bagle Con-
solidated Mining and Development Com-
pany. The hotel company has a capital
of $25,000, and was formed recently for
the purpose of erecting and operating the
inn. There is no sort of compulsion re-
quiring the employees of the mine to
board at the hotel, but so satisfactory is
the accommodation offered that nearly
every unmarried man on the pay roll
stops regularly there. The rate is $7
per week for board and lodging. -
ready about 180 men are the guests of
the new hotel, and the number is con-
stantly increasing. J. B. Hastings, the
manager of the War Eagle Company,
through whose efforts the new hotel was
built, is the manager of the War Eagie
Hotel Company. C. V. Jenkins is the
accountant, and William Sherman, stew-

ard.

Martin Kerby was recently brought
before Mr. H. Nicholson, J.P., at Camp
McKinney, charged with assaulting Mr.
C. Hogzier at Rock Creek. The circum-
stances surrounding the case were such
that the magistrate imposed a term of
one month’s imprisonment with hard
Iabor, without the option of a fine. An
appeal is to be taken from the magis-
trate’s deeision, and in the meantime
and until the case can be heard, the de-
fendant has been given his liberty, bail
having been granted by Mr. -J. Kerr,
- The Midway Advance says: ‘‘There is
some prospect. of work being commenced
in the near future on the coal beds which
lie just west of Midway about three
miles.  The land upon which the coal
outcrops is now ownéd by some of the
members of the Midway pany, Ltd.,
who purchased it some time ago from
Messrs. Black and Powers. Some years
since Mr.. D. C. Oorbin' and his asso-
ciates held a lease obtained from the
provincial government which entitled the
holders to develop this coal claim, but
very little was done. Mr. J. C. Haas,
E.M.. examined the ground the other
day for the present holders of the land
and it is believed strongly recommended
some action to be taken to determine the
extent of the coal beds, and upon this
recommendation no doubt action will be
taken.”

David B. Bogle, who has returned to
Rossland with a party of directors of
the Golden Gate Development Company,
and W. Clayton Miller, the mining en-
gineer, from a trip of inspection to the
Mountain Chief group, on Dog creek,
two and a half miles north of Brook-
lyn, says: “Our company owns a group
of four claims on Dog creek, which runs
into the lower Arrow lake., In doing
surface work recently a new seam. in
the vein, three feet in width, was un-
covered. The ore is composed of cop-
per pyrites, copper glance, and bornite.
An average sample from this seam, at
another point, assayed 8 per cent. copper
and 42 ounces of silver. | At a meeting of
the board of directors held to-day it was
decided to send up a force of men to

sink a 50-foot shaft on this new ‘discov-

ery. The ore that will be taken out dur-

ing this development work will be ship-;

ped as soon as snow flies. We can mine,
ship and treat our product at a gross
cost of $11 per ton under presént condi-
tions. - Ore of this character commands
a high premium from the smelters and
both the Trail and Nelson smelters are
most anxious to obtain it.”” The com-
pany is capitalized at $1,000,000, the
Rossland local directorate being Mayor
Wallace, J. S. Clute, jr., Magistrate
Jordan and David B. Bogle.

Ressland is preparing for a winter
carnival, which is proposed to be held
about the middle of January. An execu-
tive committee of 37 prominent citizens

‘has been nominated, including renmen

tatives  of ‘the snowshoe, curling, hockey
and gki. athletes. At the head of the
affair will beé J.'8. C. Fraser,  chairman;
. H.'C. Jackson, secretary, and Archie
Mackengie, treasurer.
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GENERAL HUTTON SORRY.

Chiet Consul Howson, of the Toronto
district of the €. W. A., has received a
letter from Major-General Hutton, in
which that officer states that he is quite
willing te pay for the damage done to
the cinder path along the Lake Shore
road on the occasion of the marching
and firin, competition at the Long
Branch rifle range. The General added
that he did mnot notice the signboards
warning horsemen from riding on the
path, or he would not have done so.

SCORIA BLOCKS.

The customs authorities at Montreal
have detained a shipment of scoria blocks
valued at $29,000, consigned by H. H.
Knowlton, of Toronto, to 8. D. Law-
rence, of Montreal, on the ground that
they are liable for duty. The consignor,
who is the general agent for this pro-
duct for the continent, claims that the
stones are exempt from duty by reason
of the fact, as he states, that they are'
not a manufactured substance, but fur-
nace slags. The customs appraisers
think otherwise, and have, accordingly,
placed the goods in detention pending the
decision of the customs department.

PEG-LEG BROWN. .

There seems to be some ‘difficulty- in
identifying this tramp captured on the
Pacific Coast with the assassin of the
London policeman. - At the police court
last week several people told of seeing
a tramp answering very much to the
description of < the ‘prisoner, Marion
Brown, walking up Ontario street on
the night of the shooting, but there were
none who “would say positively that
Brown was the individual they saw.

SIR WILFRID LATEST OFFENCE.

’ The Minerve of Montreal takes excep-
tion to Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s reported
declaration before Queen’s University at
Kingston that the English language is
rapidly taking the place of all the others
the world over, and it says: “It required
an Anglo-maniasmitten F'rench-Canadi-
na to utter such a senseless thing in pub-
lie. The English language is spread the
world ever, it is true, and that is easily
explained, the English people being the
greatest travellers under the sun, and
preferring all climes to that of their
foggy island, a thing for which they can-
not be blamed. But it takes the place
of no other language. Not even that of
the Hindoos. More especially does it
not take the place of the French lan-
guage, which is always the language of
diplomacy, and the one which is most
known among men of letters and culture-
ed minds, the world over.. Neither will
it take the place of German, which is
the language of one-third of the Ameri-
can nation. It does not take the place of
the Spanish language, which is spoken
in the whole of Seuth America. On the
whole, it does not cause, and will not
cause, any dialect to disappear, and Mr.
Laurier knows it well.” -
QUEBEC JUDGES.

A despatch from Quebec recently refer-
red to a charge against the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Canada, in ef-
fect that he had taken occasion during
the argument of one of the qxg)ea.ls,rto
say that one of the Quebec judges was
incompetent and should be dismissed. It
is stated on good authority that mno
such remark was made in that conneetion
by Sir Henry Strong, and that the
whole thing was a mistake, During the
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the judgés in the court below
who had heard the . Counsel re-
plied, giving the names. While this was
taking place.one of the judges sitting
next to the Chief Justice called the at-
tention of the latter to the conduct of one
of the subordinates of the court, where-
upon the chief said that the man was to
all appearance incapable and ought to be
dismissed. That was said aside by Sir
Henry to his brother judge but in a tone
of voice that a person of acute hearing
might catch if in one of the front seats,
and might apply the remark as being di-
rected to the Quebee jadge. A ster
‘who was sitting in the court at the time
makes this explanation as he says it is
not desirable that the leading jurist in
Canada and one of the most eminent in
the British Empi;eﬂs_honld be unjustly at-
tacked. A e

AN IMPORTUNATE WIDOW.

At _the instance of Mrs. 8. A, Patter-
son, a writ has been! served on James
Milner, a retired grain m nt of Chat-
ham, Ont,, ng ‘ hi with breach
of promise of marriage. Mr. Milner,
who is 70 years of age, is a widower,
and is one of 's oldest mer-
chants. He made a snug fortune in the
griin business, and lately has been liv-
ing on his means. This is the second wo-
man since the death of his wife who has
brought home to Mr. Milner the fact
that “true love does mnot run smooth.”
_Mrs., Patterson is the widow of a well
khown liveryman, and the two have
been keeping company for two years.
Mrs, Patterson got tired waiting for Mr.
Milner to fulfil isl promlises. l‘xleghsaég
‘that two years is p! ong eno
gﬁplé of their age :gt{e engaged. The
plaintiff immediately after the writ was
issued left for Cairo, Mich.

" A STARVED MAMMOTH.

The Geological. Survey Department has
received the almost perfect remains of a
mammoth from Muirkirk, near St
Thomas, Ont. Part of one of the fore:
legs is missing, but all the other parts of
the skeleton is in a good state of preser-
vation. Mr. Lawrence Lamb, of the sur-
vey. is engaged at present putting the
bones in their p r order. The survey
building is altogether too small to admit
of the mammoth remains being placed in
an upright position. The department has
a mammoth’s jaw, found by Sir William
Logan, in 1852, at Burlington Heights,
near Hamilton. The tusks of the latest
mammoth are about ten feet long, and
the animal. when erect was fully fifteen
feet high.  Mr. Lamb congiders the mam-
moth found at Muirkirk died ofistarva-
tion. Its teeth were worn own to the
gums, and he considers it was very old,
as no signs of new ones could be noticed
in the jaw of the mammoth. 'The teeth
were almost as big as a man’s head.
This mammoth js the most perfect speci-
men found in Canada.

NO GOLD ON MACKENZIE.

A letter from Fort McPherson, N.W.
T., dated Aug. 2, but which has. o_nly
lately reached civilization, says : William
Thumser, of Chicago, and party, en route
to the Alaska gold diggings, arrived at
Fort McPherson to-day after passing
throukh the great Slave lake to Macken-
zie river, down the latter river to Peel
river and up Peel river to McPherson.
Mr, Thumser said: *“Our party left
Fort Resolution July 10, so I had ample
time to personally investigate all rumors
regarding the finding of gold in the fri-
butaries of the Mackenzie river. I can
say for the benefit of those contemplating
taking the Mackenzie river woute, ex-
pecting to find gold in its tributaries,
that none has been found np to date in
paying quantities, notwithstanding re-
ports to the contrary. A number of par-
ties have turned, back and the majority
of those bound for Peel are now

THE BAHR-EL-GHAZAL,

| Rich Egyptian Province Which May

Yet Involve Europe in War.

| From the Toronto ‘Globe.

Fashoda is the place where the
Freuch and the British have actually
met, but it is not the only place in Cen-
tral Africa which is in dispute between

the two powers. To the southwest of
the trading town where Major Mar-

chand is cooped up lies the great and
fertile province known. as the Bahr-el-
Ghazal, over which the French expedi-
tion trespassed extensively and vigorous-

ly in its progress Nile-wards. Fashoda
is not in this provinee, but in that
krown as Southern Kordofan. From
the Victoria Nyanza the Nile flows fair-
ly straight to the north till the Bahr-el-
Ghazal river is encountered. ‘ Bahr,” it
may be interjected, signifies * river.”
At the meeting place this river flows al-
maost due east; it is made up of a multi-
tude of streams, including the Bahr-el-
Arab, the Bahr Dembo, Bahr Jur, the
Sueh, the Tong, and many others whose
general course is northeastward. The
Nile; on being joined by the Bahr-el-
Ghazal, turns east and makes a wide
sweep ~of 150 miles to Fashoda, from
which point it flows northwards again.
The province of the Bahr-el-Ghazal lies
west of the Nile and south of the river
of that name; it occupies a block’ of
territory roughly about 300 miles square.

This province - was. thoroughly the
property of Hgypt prior to the Mahdist
rising. '~ Until 1878 spasmodic attempts
only had been made by the Egyptian
government to establish trading postsin
this region, and the Arab slave-dealers
were practically masters of this part ef
Africa. In that year, however, Gessi
Pasha, Gordon’s distinguished Italian
lieutenant, sueceeded, with very slender
means, in defeating the forces of Sulei-
man, the son-of the celebrated Zebehr
Pasha, and proceeded to establish the
rudiments of a Bsettled government. On
Gessi’s death in 1881 he was succeeded
as governor of the Bahr-el-Ghazal prov-
ince by Lupton Bay, who was making
headway with the work of administra-
tion when the Mahdist invasion inter-
rupied him. Lupton made a heroic de-
fence, but ultimately was compeHled to-
surrénder. For some time the dervishes
cantrolled it, but the waning of their
power caused the withdrawal of their
forces. There can be no doubt, how-
ever, of the reality of the Egyptian
sovereignty. Lupton Bey established
numerous posts throughout the province,
and as a matter of fact in 1883 was
able to boast that he was “ the only one
of the Soudan governors who can give
this year to the government a clear
profit of something like £60,000.”

As for the value of this derelict Egyp-
tian province, the remarks of Lupton
just quoted give some hint. It was re-
garded as the richest ‘and most fertile
of all the Soudan provinees; and it
rvust be remembered that the desert
through which the British and Egyp-
tians had to move to get to Khartoum
t» some extent may be said to stop at
that town, the .country being decidedly
fertile around and above it. Before
Lupton Bey had to surrender he had ac-
cumuiated more than 2,500 cwt. of
ivory and 300 ¢éwt. of india-rubber,
awaiting transport. = Elephants were
found in extraordinary numbers. As
many as 5,000 or 6,000 were killed évery:
year, and yet there were no signs of
their extermination.. Ivory was in his
timé« the best - ‘paying commodity the
.country produced, but india-rubber, gum:
and tamarinds ‘were plentiful, “ though
they dcarcely paid the cost of transport
in the then’state of communications.
“ Enough" cotton,” he reported, * could
be grown to supply the whole world.
The country is rich in good timber,
which is sent to Khartoum for building
purposes, more especially for the daha-
beahs of the Nile.” Trading with the
natives was, in the early days of settled
government, very difficult, owing to the
suspicion engendered by long years of
tyranny under -the slavé-traders, but
Lupton Bey saw no reason why, after
a few years of good government, the
‘whole province should not be opened up
to legitimate commercé. * Although the
country, owing to the vast number of
slow-moving streams intersecting ‘it, be-
‘comes one vast swamp in the rainy sea-
son, Lupton was of opinion that Euro-
peans could live im /it.

Gessi Pasha, who preceded Lupton,
and who broke the power of the slave-
traders who devastated the country, de-
scribes the resources of the country as
follows:

“The Soudan might be the richest
country in the world; its climate and
soil are adapted for every kind of culti-
vation. The products are very plenti-
ful. Sesame, the india-rubber tree, and
every kind of corn and vegetables grow
there freely, often yielding two crops a
year. If the indigo plant were subject
to the cultivation introduced by the
Fuglish, it would compete with the In-
dian plant. Ivory, ebony and ‘ostrich
feathers are abundant. ‘And to think
that such a country suffers famine and
misery, and yields the government only
the miserable sum of £60,000 a year!”

Yet another authority, Slatin Pasha,
speaks of the province in very high
terms, and in addition observes that it
is of peculiar strategic value as regards
the rest of the Soudan. He says:

“J¥t iIs a most fertile district, extend-
ing over an enormous area, watered by
a labyrinth of streams, and covered
with mountains and forests in which
elephants abound, while the low valleys
are subject to inundations. The soil is
exceptionally good, producing quantities
of cotton and india-rubber. ‘There are
cattle in abundance; and I' estimate the
population at between five and six mil-
lions. They are capable of making ex-
cellént soldiers. Moreover, the continual
fouds between the various tribes prevent
any ‘combination of the inhabitants as
a whole; hence the ease with which
foreigners can obtain an ascendancy in
the province and create an efficient
tlocel army.

“The geographical and strategical
position of the province with reference
to the rest of the Soudan renders its
pessession of the greatest importance.
The presence of foreigners, unconcerned
in the preservation of Egyptian inter-
ests, having at their command the vast’
resources of this great country, which
are estimated at a much higher value in

any portion of the Nile valley, would
place them in such a predominating posi-
tion as to endanger any occupation by
Eigypt of herlost provinces.”

The French have been planting posts
at various places over this province. It
is evident that behind the Fashoda affair
lies the question of the ownership of the
Bahr-el-Ghazal. There almost certainly
will be a claim by France to absorb, if
not the whole, at all events the western
portion of it; and whatever British
diplomacy may be disposed to do, public
sentiment in Britain seems to have
reached a point where it will rebel
fiercely against any concessions.

. To get relief from indigestion, biliousness,
constipation or - torpid liver without dis-
tul'blng.the stomach or purging the bowels, -

making towards the Yukon river via Rat
Belt and Porcupine ' rivers. e

'

take a few doses ef Carter's Little Liver®
®flls; they will pléase you:
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