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EDITORIAL NOTH,

The interesting matter which appeared in
the Woman’s edition of the Coroxist will
be found on the 12th, 13th and 14th pages
and is in every way worthy the attention of
readers.

THB NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR
WOMAEN.

True it is, that *¢ Custom is the enemy of
"Progress,” and no more formidable foe have
the women of the nineteenth century to con-
tend against. In this Woman’s age, this
age which is the outgrowth of ocenturies of
what was practically slavery, it is not to be
wondered that this apparently sudden move-
ment, the formation and organization oi the
National Council of Women should be the
oause of surprise to many upon whom it has
come unexpectedly—the cause of anneyance
and opposition on the part of others who
have allowed the circling - years to roll on
without noting the signs of the times, and
the cause of rejoicing to those who have
been and are endeavoring, clearly and hon-
estly to understand what the Emancipation
of Women ought to be in its highest sense,
those who recognize that the ‘New
Woman,” properly so called, cannot be
aught else but the purer, stronger and
more acutely intelligent outoome of the
old, One who is enabled, by her training
and education, more worthily to fulfil the
design for which she was originally created
——tobeahelpmeet to man and Queen of Home,
her power to be shown in theskill with which
she can arrange, rule and order that home,
at the same time never forgetting that,
though she ‘‘ has a personal work and duty
relating to her own home,” she has also ‘‘a
public work and duty which is the expan-
sion of that.”

We are constantly hearing wild and use-
less words spoken about the mission and
rights of woman, as if these could ever be
separate from the mission and rights of
man, or as if one sex could be ** superior ”
to the other, when their natures are dis-
tinct and cannot ba compared in similar
tbings. Each supplies what the other lacks
in character and disposition, each perfects
and is perfected by the other.

The women who met ab the Women’s
Congress at Chicago in May, 1893, were re-
presentatives of almost all creeds and
natienalities, but they were one in purpose.
They recognized their power and with one
aocord they determined to use it in the best
way and to the best advantage, 8o as to ob-
tain the happiest results for their own chil-
dren and for future ‘generations. They felb
that they must  try to keep in touch
with and purify . the world in

4 PLEA FOR THE NEW WOMAN.
Tt has been said that the latter half of

| the nineteenth century wiil be Known as the

woman’s age, and, undoubtedly, during the
last fifty -years women have played s more
active part in every department of life, and
have thus necessarily come more prominently
into public notice. Before everything. they
have devoted themsolves to their own intel-
leotual improvement ; and perhaps an apol-
ogy is necessary for the somewhat unblash-
ing effrontery with which they have from
time to' time ohronicled and emphasized their
various triumphs. If so, it may be found in
the neceesity thab twenty years ago was
Isid upon women to prove .the intellectual
capacity on which they based their claims
to enjoy rights and privileges whioh, until
then, had belonged exclusively to men. Bub
now, ab the close of the oentury, women
have won an ample recoguition; and they
will probably soon be content to wear
their laurels without undue elation—
as men do, who -have grown aoc-
customed to predominance by the
experience of centuries. With women mere
equality is still an intoxicating novelty.

So entirely has the status of women been
changed in the estimation of the public that
the expression ““ New Woman” has been
coined to describe the latest development.
It is possible that this term may prejudice
them in some conservative quarters, and,
partly because the opinion of even a minor.
ity of men ocan never be a matber of indif-
ference to women, and partly as an ach of
justioe to the generations of capable women
that have passed away, it may be well to as-
certain whether the term is reasonably ap-
plied.

There is & myth that, once upon a time,
—always in the fabulous long ago—women
were content to confine themselves within
their own houses, spinning, knitting, brew-
ing, baking, ministering to the wants of the
family, submissive to the voice of authority
and never glancing at autside affairs. There
are men who would profess to regard that as
the golden age; but where in the centuries
would they place it? Is not the New
Woman as old as Eve, who, in the garden
of Eden was the first to seek the knowledge
of good and evil ? :

It is true, however, that Eoglish-speaking
women, a hundred years ago, were more en-
tirely ocoupled : with ‘domentic  affairs than
they are as therpresent day. But how differ-
ent were the conditions of life then. In
oountry houses, not” only was the beer
brewed and the bread baked and medicines
distilled, but the linen of the household was
frequently spun and woven at home, while
no man wore a machine stitched shirt. . The
administration of a well-to-do household
must have demanded the exercise of very
similar abilities to those which distingunish
the New Woman, and which she, happily or
unhappily, is cften called upon to display in
wider fields. The nineteenth eentury has
been a century of invention, and eountless

which their_ ohildren would hereafter live |

and work, and ‘they immlmﬁnliy decided"
that the best way to accomplish this' end
would be to unite as one and endeavor to or-
ganize a National Council of Women in
every country in the world. For the attain-
ment of this object a Provisional Vice-Presi-
dent and Secretary were appointed for each
country, who were to try and bring the mat-
ter before the women of their respective
countries.

As these National Councils are organizsd
they are to. affiliate. with. an International
Council of Women, of which Her Excéllency-
the Countess of Aberdeen was elected Presi-
dent, and which is to meet every five years.
Then the National Council of Wotnen in
each country is to meet every year, and is
composed of a number of ‘affiliated ‘Local
Councils, duly organized in every city, for
instance : The National Council of Canada
consists of the following Local Councils of
Toronto; Montreal, Ottawa, London, Ham-
ilton, Quebeo, St. John, Halifax, Yarmonth,
Port Arthur, Fort Willlam, Winnipeg. Ed-
‘monton, Vancouver and Victoria. [The Lo-

«cal Counoil in Victoria alone represents o

body of close upon 700 members and consista
-of between twenty and thirty local affilisted

-societies.

The basis of foundation upon which this

-grand sisberhood  rests,  and. which
- musb permeate every member of . it, is con-
. “tained in the following ** Preamble,” which,
'in other words, explains the reasons for the

“formation of these national councils:
¢ We, women of——, sincerely believing
“thab the best good of our homes and nation
will be advansed by our own greater unity
of thought, sympathy and purpose, and that
an organized movement of women wlll best
conserve the highest good of the family. and
the state, do hereby band ourselves together
to further the application: of the Golden
Rule te soclety; customs and law.”

The objects of these National and State
counocils seem to be embraced in three
words—easy to remember—one the natural
oubcome of the other :

Unity, knowledge, sympathy or help.
To promote sympsthy we must acquire a

knowledge of one another’s work, and our:

sympathy will be in proportion to our

knowledge, but we ocannot obtain ‘any’

koowledge without union or contact.
Again, the result of much of the organized
work in our communities is to make some of
the most earnest and devoted workers re-
main within their own particular groove,
ignorant, to a great extent, of the good that
obhers are doing, and frequently the differ-
ent socfeties overlap one another and be-
come & cause of jealousy rather than a canse
of support and help to one another.

To prevent this and to bring all . the as-
aociations into touch with one amother, and
so into sympathy, that the good in one will
help what is good in the other, is one'of the
Kreabest benefits Zwhich  must follow :the
formation of these social councils in our
olties. o
By THE VicE-PRESIDENT OF THE (COUNOCIL

or WoMEN IN VIOTORIA.

¢l
while the growth of manufacturing indostries
and the building of railways have brought
supplies to the'doors of all, betver in quality
and ab » less cosb than they oould be made
ab home. The most exemplary housewife
nowsdays does not sit down to count threads
and neatly backstitch the necessary desens of
shirt fronts. Prebably she takes up instead
the daily newspaper and becomes interested
in the government of her country, even,
perhaps, to the extent of forming an opinion
about it.. But newspapers can be read in
the seclusion of homs, and opisiions do nob
necessarily result in actions. Thers were
other causes at work, besides that of greater
leisure, to foree women into individual and |
independent aetivity and into the public
arena ; and these causes suggest themselves
to those whe think abont the matber.
About the middle of the century there began
a period of greab commercial prosperity, ac-
.companied, however, by so enormons an in-
crease of population that there followed, be-
fore long, in every industry and profession,
& competition keen enowgh to check individ-
ual gaine. At the same time a higher stand.
ard of living was established ; and when
luxuries were becoming necessaries, periods
of depression: began to recur with sufficient
frequency to offen dissipate the resources
soccumulated in prosperous times. Amongst
the poorer classes women hsve generally
had to face the mnaecessity of earn.
ing & livelihood for - themselves; and
in domestic service, in factories, in the
fields, and even in hard labor &t the mouth
of the coal pit they have taken their places
side by stde with men, But, whenever men

bhave been in & position to do so, it has been |

their firab aim to spare the women of their
families thisnecessity, and to set them free
vo devote themselves to the home-making
work, which is universally recognized as be-
ing their special prerogative. It is only dur-
ing the last quarter of a century that the
rapidly ohanging oconditions of life have
forced large numbers of ‘the ‘women of the
middle and ‘upper classes into the struggle
for existemoe; a struggle from which the
generous sentiments of men have been pow-
erless to save them ; and  a struggle, it maat

be confessed, for which such women twenty-.
five years ago, were very inadequately fit-’

ted. Charming = accomplishments = were
found to be unmarkstable !and helplessness
ended in many a silent tragedy. Isib.bo be
wondered at that among thoughtful women
& ‘determination to more efficiently equip
themselves ' and ' their = daughters o
meeb possible emergencies has been gaining
strength ? Or that those. who are fortun.
ately placed beyond the probability of vicis
situde should: yet, in ' helpful sympathy,
place themselves side by side with their
working sisters, ascertain the hardships and
difficulties with which they are confronted,
and seek to remove them ? :

Mo ansert rights and  to endeavor o en-
force them musb always ab first sight. have
‘« somewhat ‘sspect ; and ‘ouly. o

very strong feeling could have developed:in

women sufficlent moral coutrsge to brave
unpopularity by seeking to: open for them-
selves those careers which men regarded as
their own ; by demanding equal educational
and civil privileges ; and by refusing any
longer, even in the sphere 'of politios, to be
satisfied with & place in the same category
with lunatios, oriminals, and minors. But
the chivalrons instinots of men, to which
women owe much in the past, are already
ranging many on the sideof theNew Woman;
and as they recognize more fully that the
interests of men and women are insepar-
able, and in no way antegonistic, they may
be trusted to throw open all paths to ‘the
women workers, and to help them by their
experieos of longer training and organiza-
tion to Iabor more efficiently. Of ‘course it
cannot be ignored that this great increase in
the number of workers tends to lessen the
rates of remuneration, but it is safe to say
that no man will so far forget his manhood
a8 to make his proportionate individual loss
an excusé for telling the women who have to
earn the bread they eat to stand sside, that
he may eat mere abundantly, And he will
nob lose all that he seems to lose; for the
responsibility of providing for a great bur-
den of helplessness will be removed from
his shoulders. The conditions under whioh
we live are not ours to choose ;- but it is
1ald upon us to decide how we shall adapt
ourselves to them. And character, manly
and womanly character, which it is the aim
of life to develop, will grow acoording to the
way in which that decision is made.
M. E. Axaus,

A RETROSPECT.

Young as our country is, there are very
few cities which do not contain an ever in-
creasing number of idle, or half-employed
mechanics, doctors without patients, lawyers
without clients, clergymen without congre-
gations, tradesmen whose failures seem only
to have become an incident in their lives,
and men who, under various pretences, make
their living by the credulity or weakness of
their fellow-citizens. !

These people are not, in the ordinary sense
of the word, immoral. They wre, ds a rale,
willing to work if they could get work to do.
But they have brought inferior wares to a
glutted market and no one will buy. They
lose heart and either sink into poverty -or
gain by oraft or decelt what they cannot
win by honest labor, Who can tell the suf-
ferings which these poor people and those
‘depending on them endure? As we cannot
admit that meny evils in this world are in-
curable let us, by & rapid glance over the
past, try to find oub how this state of affairs
has been brought about and consider a
remedy.

During the first: half of this eentary little
bands of emigrants driven at various times
from their homes:in the old cowmtry by the
difficulty of galning:a livelihood, songht the
eastern shores of Canada. The land, covered
with a dense growth.of pine or maple, looked
inhospitable enoughi Some of the immigrants
had been ‘soltiers; many were Seberisen,
others were farmers-or shepherds, but very
few had taken even'the first lesson in the
woodman’s oraft- which:-must be henceferth
their chief oocupation. But their wives and
little ones were with them; return was im-.
possible, and choosiug: the most promising
spot, generally by the water side, they set
%o work to make a home-for themselves.

Soon a small olearing wae made and a log
cabin was built, The many openimgs lefp
by the unskilful workmen- were filled with
mudand moss. It the-family was lnrge a
rude partition perhaps divided the apart-
ment and a loft served the double parpose
of storeroom and bedchamber, Oue side of
the house was almost ocoupied by the great
fireplace, and, as the weather grew cold
roaring fires filled the room with warmth
snd light.  Seated in ite: cheerful precinets

| father, mother, sons and deughters plied

their evening occupations. The whirr
of . the wheel, the

knitting needle and

sound of the ‘‘cards ™

women. -were manufscturing the romgh,
but serviceable, clothing which must pro-
teob the family from- the severity of the
climate. The men busied themselves in
making or mending. shees, repairing their
rude. farming implements, or shaping, with
what ekill they might, the indispensable’axe
handle. For the fovest was at onoce their
worst enemy and: their hest friend. Every
tree occupied & spot where orops might
grow, while on. the other hand, money: for
the few necessities: the clearing oould not
furnish was most readily prooured by che
sale of timber to the shipyards where were
being built the ‘swift salling - vessels de--
manded’ by the growing commerce of the

country. .The books of the family were, as’

may be: supposed, few enough, The Bible,
Pilgrim’s Progrees, perhaps a stray volume
of poems or sermons, and now and again o
newspaper or a welcome letter from the Old
Counntry afforded the reading of the honse-
hold. ‘At long invervals the visit of ‘a
relative from a distant settlemient or a
belated . traveller gave the good people

an om, of

itself was but a larger family in which
trouble and joy were shared alike by all,
and whers the constant interchange of
kindly offices .eweetened - even misfortune.
The widow’s wood pile was’ always replen-
ished. The sick man’s crop was neverun-
sown or his harvest ungathered. The schook
master was nob yet abroad, and the rare
‘visits of the minister were indeed like those
of an angel, strengthening the faith and
hope of the little congregation that met in
the largeat of the houses to bend their knees
in prayer, to blend thelr voioes once again in
the song of thanksgiving and to listen to the
bones of affectionate exhortation. R

+ A guarter of & century passed away. The
old people’s hande have ceased from tofl,
and in the little fisld by the modest church
They fill nsmeless snd in mauy cases for-

otten graves, bus to them we owe mnch of
what i bravest, purest and truest in Cana
dian life. ; :

A schoolhouse has been built, and en Mon-
dsy morning along she road that has taken
the pluce of the woodland path livtle groups
of rosy ohesked, bare footed boys and girls
may be seen trudging along to take their
places on the forms where till late in the
eveuning they will'bend their minds to the
unacoustomed, bubt to the fresh, active intel-
lects of most of them ' delightfal tasks, for
idleness and trifling were not to be thought of
in the presence of the old-time scheolmaster.
Father and the big boys have been for hours
in the fields. A comfortable frame house
has taken the place of the old csbin which,
however, still stands near ; and mother and
the girls, having looked after the milk, fed
the yowng animals and cleaned up the honse
are busy spinning, weaving or sewing.- No
one thinks work a hardship. Ag haying or
harvest the girls join their brothers in the
field and belp to gather the fragrant hay or
bind the yellow sheaves. Soon the neigh-
bor’s boys eome to find helpmates among
them, and the sons, taking up new farms,
begin to make homes for themselves. A
cotbage {is built, over which some sonsie
lassie from a meighboring settlement is
asked to preside, No one thinks of going
to-live by Ijmeelf. Misfortunes come of
course. Crope fail, sickness, sorrow and
death visit the home, but g0 far
debt is almost unknown, snd scanty
indeed must be the harvest that
will not leave sufficlent food for the
winter’s support ef a family with good ap-
petites and.simple tastes. The spirit of
mutual love and' helpfulness can do much to
comfort the sorrowful and lighten the bur-
den of care, and!the self-reliant man finds a
way out of his temporary difficulties that
often leaves him stronger and more prosper-
ous than before. Nor must we think that
the farm boundshis view, N ewspapers, the
intercourse of' the schoolmaster and the
clergyman, and religious and political dis-
cussion ; above all‘the long hours spent in
the lonely forest: or the quiet field, have
given him material and time for thoughts,
of which he hae often little means. of ex-
pression. These stremg, quiet men have
finished the work-of*the ploneer. ¢ They
rest from their labors- and their works do
follow them.” Their sons, fairly educated,
take their places. Settlements are no
longer divided by great forests. Here and
there villages have grown up. Railroads
and steamboats have made intercourse eagy.
Improved implements- Bghten the farmer’s
labor and better methods of farming make
his land more productive,

But a spirit of  emmlation and a
love of display have entered into the
community. Fine houses, ‘handsome ocarri-
ages, beautiful horses,-and expensive dresses
eat up the profite of the farm, and Debt,
that enemy of . Peace of Mind, haunts the
farmer’s sleeping- and waking hours. [The
slow. processes of nature will not . supply
Jmoney.as fasb as the artificial peeds of the
family increase. Boys-and girls become dis-
contented. - The ‘father, harrassed by the
difficulties into which his own improvidence
has led him, becomes perhaps needlessly
stern. The children get a distaste for labor
which brings them no direct remuneration,
and leave the farm to léarn a trade or enter
a sbore,

Other farmers, who have by a wise use of
improved opportunities and by prudent fore.
thought acquired a competeney, send their
sons and daughters te-college, not that they
may return to adorn  their homes but that
théy may enter upon seme-of what'are called
*¢ professions.” Munys of these young men,
Ppossessing natural talént, mow fll honorable
positions in the churchies, the parliaments,
$he courts, or the collages of thé oountry ;
bat others, whose ealy guelifications were
their own or their parents’ ambition
and & ocertaln- facility in~ soquiring
information find, when thrown on their own
resources, that they.are mmable to battle
with the world, and thaé so far from having
risen above their old ‘companions their posi-

"tlon 18 not only. less- independent, but also

more, lower in the social seale.

How hard it is-t0- recover a lost path
many & one who has spent long, terrified
bours in the forests. .of ewr provinoce trying
to find a ‘trall whieh be kad left,. as
thought, but a moment ago, ean testify, bus
life iteelf depends-on ° the suoccess of ‘ths
effort. Alas that sometimes the bewildered,
exhausted traveller- is compelled to give vp
‘the attempt and ' perishes in the wildernese,

less luorative, and; what' perhaps they feel

amount of fertile nmocenpied land it containg,
oan help thinking that if ever Canada is.to be-
come a.great-country the vas majority of her
sons must devote their time, their. intelli-
genoe.and: their -energies to obtaining from
her soll- the subsistence it is se. ready to
yield; and- while doing wo fill the land with
& people whiok loves her only as those who
haxe -taken o share in making & eountry
can love hﬂ.‘. y 5

Let the idle or hslf ‘emploged: young men
who have crowded into our aities return to
the farm. Mother Earth is veady to wel.
{come back her prodigal chiMren and has stil}
* bread enough and to spave for their needs.»
The unacoustomed tasks will prove hard ab
firas, bt if they have a.tithe of the adaphi-
bility, the industry or the fortitude of she
ploneers of Eastern Canada, sheir Iabor will
ensure success. . They then may feel as thoy
look round on waviag field or fruitbel or.
chard that, if not ia the higheat, yot in a
very real ‘sense they are workers ‘together

} with Him

* Who bringeth forthi grass for the cattle,
And green herb for the service af man,”
/ e . Mamis Lawsox,

“ All the
one sgn!

& woman,” ot
: '_—th!m

A FEW THOUGHTS ABOUT DICKENS.

The mle‘s» idols for the most part
Kting the people. It-was so with

ickens. His father was a poor clerk in
the navy pay department, and our novel
ist was early brought into close contact
with the great mass of the working
people, his sympathy for whom neither
subseqwent poverty nor fame was strong
énough to shake

In his own day it was a constant joke
among pewspaper men that Charles
Dickens had dyawn upon his father’s
actual character when he in *‘ David Cop-
perfield " introduced to the world the in-
imitable Micawber. We are assured also
that the depicted character of Mrs.
Nickleby bears striking points of resem-
blance to Dickehs’ mother, and the novel-
ist himself assures us that the story of
David Copperfield is to a great extent an
autobiography.

If we wish then tio get a fairidea of the
home circle of Charles Dickens, let us
imagine a househvld with Wilkins Ma-
cawber for its head making hot lemcl:n
punches,. writing: despaiving letters by the
ream, but withal'‘ever eheerful and san-
guine ‘‘ waiting for something to turn
up.” The other head of the family is
that garrulous, good-hearted, easy-going
English matron, Mts: Nickleby, and David
Copperfield is the son.

Charles Dickens received but the rudi-

after long years of misunderstandings
ended in a separation.

Next appeared from our author’s busy
pen the adventures of Nicholas Nickleby,
What a stir it made among Yorkshire
schools and schoolmasters ! It was soon
trauslated into. Fremch, dramatized in
that form, and plaeed on the French
stage under the title ‘“Paradis des Fip.
fams.” 1 think to an Englishman that play
must have appeared irresistibly funny,
Imagine a French Mrs N ickleby admin-
istering the French equivalent for brim-
stome and treacle to & row of little
Frenehmen, and their polite bows and
acknowledgements of the same ! N icholas
Nickleby, like Oliver Twist, was writte
with an object. It aimed atthe reforma-
tion of the Yorkshire schools: It almost
seems that Dickens, generally so carefy]
of his unities, is in one chapter of the
book caught tripping. On the same day
he makes the school-boys break the ice in
the well beeause the pump is firozen, and
afterwards: sends them as a prastical les-
son in “‘ bottiny ” to weed the- garden.
Will Old Phobs allow these two states of
the atmosphere in one day to be consist-
ent with possibility ?

But space is limited and will not’ allow
us to look upon that most wondrous pic-
ture of pure childhood and patient unsel-
fishmess, Little Nell, as she leads her
grandfather forth to wander through
English meadows, we may not shudder at

| Quilp nor feel with Swiveller the force of
“ 8

jhis sympathies-and helped him to form
hhis pure style was derived from his mis-
eellaneous reading. He pered over, de-
voured again and again: the Arabian
Nights, Gil Blas, Robinson Crusoe and
Don Quixote, reading.them unéi] he read
himself into the very: heart of the charac-
ters, being for the time the hero he
read of.

At the age of' sixteen Dickens was
launched into the money-getting, work-
a-day world as a lawyeris-copyimg clerk.
The knowledge of legal terms and ques-
tiomable practices that he gained here he
reproduced in a telling way in his fiction.
I we judge the attorneys he came into
relations with by the types Sempson
Brass, Dobson & PFogg, and’ Oily Gan-
meon, they must have been an unpleasant
revelation to a .boy:of -sixteen. Little
did the companiens-of young Charles
dream that there was ‘‘a chiel amang
them takin’ notes.”

I think it is Nathaniel P. Willis who
tells us of meeting Divkens at this stage
of his life. He says that the young clerk
was dressed very much. as he has since
deacribed Dick Swiveller, His hair was
closely. cropped, he was without a eollar,
and wore Swiveller's very _blue clesely
buttoned office coat;.that was. the ad-
miration, you remember, of ' Brass,

The-grinding monotony of the lawyer’s
office chafed Dickens. Helooked:around
him. for more congenial work, and:saw a
tempting field in-she world of letters.
He tried no airy flights at first, but
bravely grappled with shorthand, and
pluckily ‘stuck to it until he had: eon-
quered it ; which, even nowadays, with
all the advan of improved systems,
is not the simple task-it may appear. -

As a reporter young Dickens wasa sue-
cesss He, took jinfinite ‘pains with his
work, not scriipling'to imgroye the style
or round off the periods of the orators he
quoted. About this:time Dickens con-
tribused articles to the True Sun and
Morning Chrouicle, .the writing fer the
last paper, his first real work, the
*‘Sketches by Boaz? These were the
product of his odd ends of time, written,
a8 he tells us, to meet the * exigencies
of a mewspaper or magazine,” and.depict
London life in every conditiom Fub-
lished anonymously they created a.great
stirc g

*“Who the Dickens Boz could be,

Puzzled many a learned elf ;.
But time unveiled the ”
When Boz appeared as Dickens’ self.

Bacouraged by the success- of- the
sketch, he undertook to write the-letter-
press of the ‘‘ Adventures of the Pigk-
wick Club.” Thesillustrations -were in-
tended to be the.main attraction of this
work, the words being merely put: in to
explain the pictures and give consiste
to-the whole. Diskens had ne. definite
didactic object im view when he -com-
renced Pickwicky and I thinkshe woote
a better book on that acéount—he was
uatrammeled, and felt frée to. let the
séory naturally.grow of itself undax his
hands.

A traveller’s amecdote in regard: to: shis

k is not without interest. A. bowrist

isited 8 monastery in a far-ofi corner of
Europe, and met there'a young monk
whose life from. infancy had.been: spent
within the - cleisters.” "He spoke ‘many
languages fluently—his English Was ¥igor-
ous and idiomatic, but had oné: peeuliar-
ity, its v’s and w’s were umcertaim and
often interchamged, The touriss ven-
tured to question the monk.on this oddi
of his speech, and asked hims in what
part: of England he had learned. the lan-
guage. * Lihave not beem:. outside
walls sincecearly childhood)”:

thumbed volume of Pick-
wick. This sets one wondering. what
bond offsympathy could ibly be estab-
lished hatween Sam Waller and a young
monk. What, I'wonder, did bhe think of
Winkie? Did he smile over the trial. of
Pickwick vereus Bardall, or did it seem
to him,a grave mattexn-2. ;
The publication of @liver Twist proved
the truism that true fun and true pathaes
loaze their roots nearly intertwined.
Pickwick made London. laugh, but Oliver
Twist made the wenld weep. 3
a8 it did the .e i
Neart of things, : : y
nted. Dickens -was told, and, told
ibly, that hig book was low and de-.
malizing, thas. evils should not be s
y painted. But the crities were
jwrong and Dickens was right. ' It is the
false propheta who paint evil in alluring
colors who foater evil, not he who fesr.
lessly shows the looking-glass of truth

its inevitable reward, that as we sow we
reap. . Oliver Twisy has pas
strength—the murder of Nancy, the pur-
suit of Sikes and his fatal end ; it has
scenes of rare pathos in the life of little
Oliver ; it gives' us touches of delicious
humor from the lips of Charley Bates and
the Artful Dodger : ;

union, like that “of so  many literary

poople, " proved #a unhsppy one, sad

and lets the world see that vice brings |

passages of great

After the p\ghlioiﬁc;x} of Oliver 'Bwut.,
L ammw-mm-m

hl%emn." We mqst not stop to tell
little Paul what' the wqi]d waves I;’n-e ‘say-
ing Detween their green banks and the
rushes, but reverently do we echo -the
prayer of Dickens: ‘ Look upon us
angels: of young people with regards not
quite estranged when the swift river
bears us to the ocean |

We would like te linger for a moment
with Little Dorrit, the Child of the Mar-
shalsea, to really find out what it wag
that ‘‘the greedy little Sradgrind’s -
grasped at,” to stand by and see fair play
at Pip’s fight with *¢the strange young
gentleman,” but we cannot. I have
overstepped my *““column” now, and:
must put down my pen with this from .
Swiveller :: ¢ May the wing of friend-
ship never moult a féather, and may you
ne’er want a friend'or a bottle to give
him ! ”

AcnessDrans CaMERON,

MISS HAYWARD'S WAY.

When the bell rang for recess Roy and
Willie presented: themselves at Misa Hay-,
ward’s desk. With droeping heads and
flushed countenanices from which the smiles
had not wholly departed, they managed %
say in a shame-faced manner :

‘‘ Miss Squeers sent ve to you.”

‘ Sent you to me 7" said Miss Hayward in
& grave, surprised-tone. Lowering her volg,.
she added, *¢ For what ¥*" &

The smiles had all gone now. **For
laughing in class.”

 Had Miss Sqgeers asked you mot to
laugh 2

*“Yes'm.” ”

““ And you refused to grant her request 3’

“Yee'm.” The heads were loworqnow.

*‘ What would you-thinks boys, of a gen-
tleman who refused to grant a lady’s re-
quest, provided the reguest wasa proper
ope?” . %

‘A long pause. Silenoce ‘was a very .
tive weapon in Mins:Hayward’s hands. She
never aurried her pupils for san answer when
conscience was working- within. - Still the
boys knew that she was waiting. At lasy
one ventured to speak ::

¢ Shouldn’t think: he was very gentle-
manly.”

~<*You did mneb think of that I presume
when you refused to grant Miss Squeers’ re-
uest?”
4 Another silenes:

‘ Boys I am ashamed: of you ! ”

The little faces were serious now. The
amusing incident was forgotten. At lasb .
Poy looked up with a trou look on his -

ace.

* What “oan we: do about it; Miss Hay-

"ward ¥

‘. What ought you.to.do about it? What -

lv::;nl((ll u;y" gentleman who had offended a
y do?”

After some- thought Willie answeredg,
¢t He’d say ’scuse me."”

Roy added ** He'd *polergizs.”

_f;;mha woald -nd;':‘oughb to f that is
1) id-not sntend. to.off in. If he did
it would be insult to.lg‘i:ry.“

““May we ‘polergize to Miss Squeers ?”

" you may, if you do not intend
to ‘offend her agasin. is just what a

tleman would do ;:and ¥ know boys, that
gzpdm in yons: heasts you mean to.be
gentlemen.” Y

The quick: glad look of relief from their
shame passed over both faces.

*‘ But, boys,” said Miss Hayward impres-
sively, *‘ rememben this = * Eivher you maust
govern yourselves, or § must do it for you,
If you can take .care-of yourselves I weald
8o much-rather you woald : but if youscan-
nob, then I mnse.”™

The lesson was net soon forgotten, and
Mies Squeers never again had to send those
boys to the pringipal.  If ever they began
to grow restleas, she had only to say guiely,

ty | ¢ Fl';?’ must:Jssend you o Miss Hayward 7

‘sesistants in Miss Hayward’s used to
sy, “I'do not know how she does it, but
the goodness that cames to a boy after he
has Been to Miss Hayward, comes éo.stay.”

Montbs. after the incident, described
above, Roy' gave “uncensocionsly the clue to
Miss Hayward's suceess witn her boys. His
little brother. was fractious and giv-
ing his mether m h:;::; The following
dislogue was.roposted by the mobhex:

““Geozge, I'wish you went to Miss Haye
ward’s_school,” : v

o W(hy W

“ *“’Cause then you'd have to mind 1°

¢ What'd she do.to me if T-didn’s 1"

“ Do ;" She wouldn’t de anything, but
she'd make you feel'as if you muss.”

A EKmepoM GOVERNED AND DEFENDED.
BY: Womax Oad;:lh;. ni:l::d‘h' l;:ﬁch‘ ooloni:.l
of Java, there iz

the kingdom of Bantam, which, although.
to Holland, is atill an independ-

i

om, governed and defended

. Women. "The nominal sovereign is a
bat he is dependent, 80 bo-say, on his
oil of State, which oonsists of three

iea. Al the' anthorities and officials of
State and the soldiers are women.

iy
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