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A'FAINT REPETITION.

Some timid people. appear to be alarmed
at the noise which in some places is being
made about annexation, and others, on the
.other hand, who are restless and dissatisfied
regard the talk about political union with
the United States as the presage of the
< good time coming.” But the faint-hearted
people need not be frightened, neither is
there any real cause for the disgruntled and
the soreheads being jubilant. In this mat-
ter of annexation, history, as it is wont to
do, is only repeating itself, and that, too,
in a very mild and harmless way. There are
persons now living who remember when an
agitation in which men of brains and social

“and political standing took part, raged in
British North America. These men be-
Tieved that the free trade policy of England,
then only just established, was unfavorable
to the colonies, and that they were in other
respects unfairly treated by the Mother
Country. These men saw no way of escap-
ing the ills which they believed that they
were suffering from, and other ills with
which they were threatened, except by
joining the Great Republic. This is what
they said : .

In surveying the actual condition of the
country what but ruin or rapid decay meets
the eye ? Our Provincial Government and
«civic corporations embarrassed ; our bank-
dng and other securities greatly depreciated;
our mercantile and agricultural interests
alike unprosperous ; real estate scarcely
saleable on any terms; our unrivalled
rivers, lakes and canals almost unused.
Whilst commerce abandons our shores, the
circulating capital amassed under a more
fayorable system is disaipated, with none
from any further source to replace it.

Here is blue ruin certainly. The calam-
ity howlers in these days would not have
the face to draw so dismal & picture. The
manifesto of which the above passage is an
extract proposed to the people of Canada as
the only way to better their condition
“‘annexation—the friendly and peaceful se-
paration from British connection and a
anion on equitable terms with the great
North American confederation of sovereign
states.” This manifesto, addressed to
the “people of Canada, had appended
to it the signatures of three hundred and
twenty-five solid men, many of whom after-
wards distinguished themselves in their
several spheres. The first name was that
of a young man already well known for his
energy and talent, J. J. C. Abbott. Names
followed which are now well known all over
the Dominion as being borne by good men
and true, such as Torrance, Redpath, Mol-
son, Workman, Dorion, Holton, Macpher-
:gon, Penny, MacDougall, Rose, Galt. The
sympathisers with these men could then be
counted by the thousands. But the move-
ment in favor of annexation soon dwindled
away, and the men who believed that
Canada was on the verge of ruin continued
to work, and the labofs of very many of
them were richly rewarded.

Forty-three years ago Canada, so far from
‘being ruined, entered upon a career of pros-
perity which greatly increased her wealth
and added immeasurably tc her importance.
Annexation was not the remedy of the evils
the signers of the manifesto saw and de-
plored. It was hard work intelligently
directed. It was.this that made Mr. Abbott
a knight and Premier of the Dominion, and
the Redpaths, the Molsons and the Work-
mnans eminent in the mercantile world.
‘Many of these men are now living. They
-gsee what a mistake they made, and no doubt
:smile at the folly of which' they were then
. guilty.

If Canada passed through the crisis of

-1849 triumphantly, if her progress showed
sthat the predictions of those who were
weady to resort to annexation to escape what
whey believed te be impending ruin were
ridiculously false, have we not warrant to
conclude that the fears of the infinitely
smaller annexationists of these days are
equally groundless, and that the progress of
Canada under the British flag will be even
greater iu the forty years succeeding 1892
than it has been in the forty years that have
elapsed since annexation was recommended
by the discontented and despairing wen
who signed the manifesto of ’49?

A GRATEFUL PEOPLE.

The pension policy of the United States
is without parallel in the history of nations.
The people of that country pay to men who
suffered and bled to preserve the Union,
and to their relatives, the enormous sum
of $139,155,987. The amount appropriated
was $140,847,417. This léaves a small bal-
ance, which, we are told by the Commis-
sioner, was not paid out for want of time.
The sum which the United States pays in
pensions is more than five times as much as
is required to maintain its military estab-
lishment. It is indeed nearly, if not quite
as much, as is needed to pay the immense
standing army of any of the great military
powers of Europe. The number of pension-
ers on the roll is 876,604, and the roll is not
yet filled. New names are being contin-
ually added to it. There were added to the
list in the year closed on the last day of
June, 222,937 new pensiomers, and 2,477
pensioners previously dropped were restored
to the pension list. During the current year
provision is made for a considerable in-
crease to the pension list, for the sum ap-
propriated is $144,956,000 and this it
is estimated to be about ten millions
and a half dollars too little. For the
wear ending June, 1894, the estimate for
pensions is $165,000,000, but Commissioner
Raum says that if as many allowances of
pensions shall be made during the fiscal
year to come as during the last fiscal year,
this amount, great as it is, will not be suf-
ficient.

The American people carry this immense

believed that the money was all defrayed in
paying honest claims no one would murmur:
But it is generally believed that a very con-
siderable proportion of the pemsion fund
goes to reward deception and fraud. But,
even though this is certain, one cannot' help
admiring the magnificent way in which the
people of the United States have made pro-
vision for thcse who have fought for their
country. It cannot be said after this with
truth that republics are ungrateful.

AN AMERICAN ESTIMATE.

We find that we are not alone in regard-
ing President Harrison’s message as the
deliverance of & small-minded man soured
by disappointment. The Seattle Telegraph
says that his observations on the policy of
the victorious party ‘‘show him to he a man
immeasurably smaller than even his most
determined opponents supposed.” As to
the message generally that paper says :
While the President has undoubtedly the
right, to enter upon this field of discussion
if he sees fit, and his mind would naturally
turn towards 1it, we do not think that there
was any reason for him to pose before the
country asa man whose superior position
entitled him to lecture the voters upon
what he thinks was an erroneous expres-
sion of opinion. When to this review he
adds the advice that the work of dealing
with the tariff reform demanded by the
people by an overwhelming majority be left
vo the incoming Congress, and hence places
himsef upon record as opposed to the
granting of any present relief, he assumes
the attitude of a partisan, which we do not
think is in keeping with his position as the
representative head of a great nation.
With regard to the attitude which, the
President sées fit to assume towards Canada
our Seattle contemporary remarks :

A very extraordinary sentence in the
President’s message is that in regard to our
relations with Canada. “If, as we must
suppose,” says the head of this nation in
his most official declaration, *‘the political
relations of Canada and the disposition of
the Canadian Government are to remain
unchanged, a somewhat radical revision of
our trade relations should be made.” He
further on says that it is no part of the duty
of this nation to interfére with the political
condition of Canada. These are extraordi-
nary statements to be made by the head of
one nation concerning an integral portion of
another nation, and they are utterly
unwarranted by anything that the
President urges upon congress, for the
substance of what he says in this particular
is that this country ought to be made inde-
pendent of Canadian canals. The President
also suggests that it may be desirable to
rescind the right of Canadian railroads to
haul goods in bond through the United
States, which privilege he intimates is all
that enables Canada to bear the weight of
the “‘crushing subsidies” that she has given
her railways and steamshiglines. Remark-
able language for the President to use
towards a neighboring nation, and still
more remarkable policy for him to suggest,
seeing that the carriage of goods in bond is
a greater benefit to this country than to
Canada, and seeing also that the so-calle_d
Canadian roads are largely owned by Ameri-
can citizens.

We think that it.is fortunate for the
people of the United States that President
Harrison’s lease of power is very nearly ex-
pired.. A first magistrate who takessuch an
unfriendly stand towards a neighbor as
President Harrison does towards Canada,
and by consequence, Great Britain, could
not be expected to keep the country whose
affairs he adnrinistered out of irritating dis-
putes and ufipleasant and perhaps danger-
ous disagreements. The American people,
as a whole, are not quarrelsome, but a quar-
relsome President would, before very long,
place them in a situation out of which
they could not disentangle ~ them-
selves without either making humili-
ating retractions, or engaging in a
war without adequate cause. As it is, very
little weight will be attached to the offen-
sive expressions and 1ll-tempered utterances
of a man who, in a very few weeks, will be
completely shorn of power. The Telegraph
very truly says: ““The message isnot by any
means a statesmanlike document. It is the
verbose deliverance of & man who is-anxious
to show that though the people have voted
no confidence in hin he is of opinion the
people are wrong. . . The document is
nothing more than a political harangue, and
is everything else than such a deliverance as
was contemplated by the constitution.”

SLOW SERVICE.

It is difficult to understand why it is that
the citizens of Nelson do not get their mails
more frequently and more regularly than
they do. Twice in three weeks is very slow
communication indeed. We cannot under-
stand why the Post Office authorities do not
avail themselves of the most rapid route as
long as it is open. We have evidence be-
fore us that the way is still clear to Nelson,
for the Miner of the 3rd inst. reached here
on the evening of the 8th, by way of Seattle.
The Post Office authorities instead of
neglecting the men who are developing the
Kootenay country, and thereby benefiting
the whole Dominion, should do all that is

Giving them frequent and regular communi-
cation with the outside world is one of the
most effective ways of doing them this
service. Why then not let them have their
letters and papers as quickly as it is possi-
ble to deliver them?

KHEP AT IT.

We are very sorry to observe that there
is & hitch in the proeceedings of Victoria’s
Mock Parliament. That institution is one
of the means of préventing the best of the
young men of this city falling into the in-
tellectual lethargy that is only too preva-
lent. Any kind of life is better than men-
tal drowsiness and inaction. There may
be too much spouting and foolish disputes
about order in debating societies, but these
evils, annoying as they are, are blessings
compared with intellectual torpidity. They
are evils, too, which good sense and time
will cure. It is a mistake to stick too
rigidly to parliamentary forms. A few
siniple rules of order, easy of observ-

burden with very little complaint. If they

ance and rigidly enforced, are quite

possible to make their position pleasant.’

sufficient.  Anything that stands in
the way of the discussion of questions of
interest should be removed without com-
punction or delay. Rational discussion is
what the society is organized to ‘promote,
and every member should do his best to
secure that object. It will be a reproach to
the young men to allow the society to go
down. They have plenty of brains and
there are hundreds of subjects awaiting dis-
cussion and that ought to be discussed.
The time is not far off when many of the
young men will be obliged to deal practi-
cally with questions that now interest civil-
ized men everywhere, and they will be all
the better able to deal with these for having
thought over them and inquired into them
before they come before the people for
i)-r‘nzctical decision.
—_——

COUNT LESSEPS.

It has leaked out that Count Lesseps has

always been a reckless and a not very high-
principled financier, and that his Panama
system is but a continuation of - the method
he pursued when pushing his Suez Canal
project. It is said if the judges in his case
pursue the course. usually taken in im-
portant criminal cases in France, and in-
quire closely into the antecedents of the
accused, they will find that Lesseps was not
by any means a novice in the ways of finan-
ciers who depend for success upon their
wits as much as upon their cash capital. It
is said that when he started the Suez Canal
hie resources were quite inadequate, and
that he raised successive loans on a system
which was afterwards applied with expan-
sions in financing for the Panama Canal
He had then for a partner Ismail Pasha,
who was a most unprincipled man. He
forced the miserable Egyptian peasants to
work on the canal without pay, and under
the lash of a taskmaster. It is said
by’ the London correspondent of the
New York Times that ‘“‘no American
or English prejeclor could have ven-
tured upon working with the vile allies
with whom de Lesseps co-operated for
years.” The Suez Canal turned out to be a
magnificent success, and no unpleasant in-
quiries were set on foot to find out by what
roeans that success had been achieved. But
the Panama Canal has been an ignominious
failure, and naturally people are desirous to
know what was done with the money which
they are never to see again. This is how
the disgraceful revelations came to be made.
Had the Panama Canal been anything like
as successful as thejoneat Suez, no one would
have heard a whisper about the millions
that had been spent in bribing the Legisla-
ture and the press, and the great engineer
would have been held up to posterity as the
purest as well as the greatest of projectors.
As it is the indications are that the Panama
failure will take from M. de Lesseps the re-
putation which it was believed he had hon-
orably gained in the East.
The evidence taken before the Parliament-
ary commission, so far, has confirmed much
that has been said about the practices of
the Panama projectors, but there seems to
be a clashing of jurisdiction between the
law court and the Chamber of Deputies,
Whether the result will be to make the in-
vestigation more searching or to aid those
interested in hiding the truth to suppress
evidence, does not yet appear.

ABOUT ALASKA.

The report of the United States Secre-
tary of the Interior contains some interest-
ing information respecting the Territory of
Alaska. The Governor reports that the
population of Alaska, white and native, are
loyal to the Government and are getting on
fairly well. There seems to be something
wrong about the courts of Alaska. The
gentlemen who preside over them are called
¢ commissjoners ” and they get only one
thousand dollars a year. The Governor
complains, and no doubt with very good
reason, that capable men are not to be had for
that money. The principal business of the
courts seems to be adjudicating upon ves-
sels which have been seized for one cause
or another.

Up to June, 1892, the report ys,
six vessels were attached for illegal seal-
ing. Three cases are still pending; the
schooner La Nimfa was condemned and
appealed ; the schooner Ethel condemned
and sold ; steam schooner Challenge con-
demned and eale ordered. Since July 1
three other seizures have been made,
being those of the British steamer Coquit-
lam, British schooner Winnifred, - and
whaling bark  Lydia. The two
former cases are pending, the latter was
fined for violation of revenue laws and dis-
charged, the sealskins on board being re-
tained by the collector as seized for forfeit-
ure. The disbursements for the year by
the United States marshals amounted to
$28,524.87, and there is reported an out-
standing deficiency covering the years 1890,
1891 and 1892 of $9,630.58. The receipts of
the district court amounted to $4,369.22, of
which $3,346.22 came from the sale of a
schooner and sealskins seized.

If the officers of the courts have any in-
terest in the seizures, the unfortunates who
get into their clutches may expect to be
pretty well stripped before they get away.
The marshals are as badly paid as the com-
missioners, being allowed a salary of only
$700 a year. A letter from Mrs. L. H.
Daggett, secretary of the Alaskan bureau of
the Methodist Episcopal church, quoted in
the report, gives the reader a pretty fair
idea of the way in which jus-
tice is administered in Unalaska,
which is described as the rendezvous
for all vessels in the Behring Sea trade.
After saying that the United States marshal
‘““made a drunken sailor pay him $5 for
giving him (the sailor) a beating,” the lady
goes on to say :

There is no law there. For a time there
was what was called a United States com-

missioner, but what of no one knows. He
was surely no ‘‘terror to evil doers.”

simply a police officer, but as. there is no
lock-up, all he can do ‘is to drag the pris-
oners aboard ship or beat them and let them
run.

The Report shows, however, that Alaska
is of considerable importance to the United
States. ~The total value of the goods ex-
ported was $7,759,064, and the imports are
valued at $2,164,238. This is, of course,
exclusive of the goods which were smuggled
into the country, the value of which seems
to be quite comsiderable. The com-
modities imported sre, machinery, powder,
clothing, provisions, tools, furniture and
various other things, which are included
under the general head *‘merchandise.”
The exports are fish, furs, whalebone, ivory,
oils, gold and silver bullion, ores, and
curios. The salmon in cases were valued
at $3,175,176, the whalebone at $1,210,625,
and the sealskins at $755,587. The furs
handled by the Alaska Commercial Com-
pany in 1891 amounted to $348,990. We
infer that sealskins are not included in this
quantity. It is the North American Com-
mercial Company that has now a monopoly
of the sealskin trade of Alaska.

It is somewhat remarkable that although

the commerce of Alaska is so considerable
the customs receipts amounted last year
to only $8,010, while the disbursements
were $17,276. The disbursements of the
Customs house of this territory, which im-
ports more than two millions worth of
goods, does not pay half its expenses. This,
to an outsider, appears passing strange.
* Very little is said about the population
of Alaska. The census returns as regards
the Indians are evidently not relied upon by
the Governor. The white population by
the census, which is 4,303, i® said to be
fairly accerate, but no figures are given
with respect to the aboriginal inhabitanta,
and nothing encouraging is =aid as to their
condition and prospects. The information
with respect to mining is also exceedingly
meagre. We are told that the total ship-
ments from the Treadwell mine since 1882
amount to $3,816,182, and that the dividend
paid last year was $450,000. The report
winds up the mining section with the fol-
lowing short but very significant sentence :
¢ More capital, more development work,
and less speculation in worthless properties
are essential to greater progress in the
work.” -

AN AMERICAN IN KOOTENAY.

Those who are continually declaring that
minersare better treated in the United States
than they are in British Columbia should
read the letter which Mr, E. E. Coy, who
has made a trial of both countries, has writ-
ten to the Spokane Review. Mr. Coy lived
and worked for some time in Idaho.' Hear-
ing about the prospects of the Kootenay
district, he came to British Columbia and
settled in Kaslo, which he has, we see by
the Nelson Tribune, done much to build up.
Comparing the condition of the miner and
the administration of the laws in the two
countries, Mr. Coy says:—

The laws are t&% to one better there than
here (in the States). During my six months’
residence in the new mining town of Kaslo,
made up of people from all parts of the world,
excopt one ccuasion I haven’t seen or
heard of a need to call a peace officer.
There are bad men there from all parts ot
the world, but they are remarkably docile.
Had Kaslo been in the United States
there would perhaps have been twenty or
more men Kkilled. There are no low-down
grogshops. A license to sell whiskey is
granted only to hotels, which must first
have kitchen, dining room and at least
eight bedrooms in good order, and the gold
commissioner has full power to revoke any
and all licenses, and will do so on complaint
of any respectable citizen.

One man jumped another’s claim because
his stakes were not quite large enough and
the writing not exactly right. After patient-
ly listening to the evidence, Judge Walkem
said to the jumper : ‘It wasn’t neighborly
in you to jump this man’s claim, for,” said
he, “ prospectors and miners are not sup-
posed to be lawyers, or to earry pen, ink
and paper, and you, sir, couldn’t have this
claim if his stakes weren’t one-half as large
as they are.” And the would-be robber was
only too glad to get out of the presence of
the august judge. Had it been on this side,

a hung jury—I know whereof I speak—and
pearly all the claims would now be tied up
in litigation. But a jumper has no show in
British Columbia, hence ne litigation.

Last spring the people of Kaslo raised a
little money and fitted up a school-house,
Reverend Mr. Martin volunteered to teach
school, and before the first month expired
up comes a government agpropriation of
$40 per month for a school the year round.
When did Uncle Sam ever do likewise for a
mining camp only two months old, or for
any other camp? It is true the enterpria-
ing people of Kaslo are building a $30,000
wagon road, but beyond doubt the govern-
ment will repay this money as they have
done in every case heretofore.

I could fill The Review with valid reasons
showing that we are better off in Canada
than we would be under Uncle Sam’s wings,
and I challenge Mr. Carpenter or anyone
else to give one valid reason showing that
we would be benefited by annexation, with
the one exception, i.e., the removal of duty
from lead, and this the D.P. (with a big
D) will doubtless adjust soon after March 4.

The editor of the Times of this city who is
s0 zealous in his efforts to make the people of
Kootenay believe that they are dreadfully

ill-used and horribly neglected, should read

knows more about mining camps and min-
ing towns in the United States than most
men. He does not magnify every slight
incouvenience which can be easily remedied
into a serious grievance, and he is very far
from believing that Kootenay has been
¢‘ checked in every possible way.” Whom
are we to believe, the professional political
grievance-monger or the practical American
miner who lives in Kootenay and who has
had a fair opportunity of comparing the
advantages and the disadvantages of Koote-
nay and Idaho from a miner’s point of view.

The Advertising
Of Hood’s Sarsaparilla is always within the
bounds of reason because it is true; it always
1 the sober, common sense of thinking

They had been expecting ther man
called by the same name. ’

This man should be a man, not a tool in
the hands of such as' desire to keep law
from the place; a lawyer, a judge, and

& righteous one, too. The Marshal is

a P to

people because it is true ; and it is always fully
substantiated by endorsements which. in the
financial world would be accepted without a
moment’s hesitation. 5

For a general tamﬂy-;'thamo we confidently
Pils, 4

(recommend Hood's

the best he could have got would have been |

this letter of an intelligent American, who | Mr.

NEWS OF THE PROVINCE.

s

The Problem of Winter Transportation
to the Mines—A World’s
Fair Offer.

Hard Frost at New Westminster—In-
surance Rates Reduced—Murder
Trial at Nanaimo.

(Special to the COLONIST.)

VANCOUVER.
VANCOUVER, Dec. 8.—Two accident cases
have been admitted to the hospital; a sailor

and an employe of the Bushmills with
broken limbs.

Jno. T. Dunn and Ada A. Ashford were
married yesterday.

Mr. Horn, M.P.P., has received intima-

tion that work on the new court house here
will qe commenced very shortly.

Great interest is being taken in the archi-
tectural photograph of the Ho-oden, the
Japanese building that is to be erected at
the World’s Fair. The carpenters who are
to donstruct the building passed through
Vancouver recently on their way to Chieago,
on which occasion they left the pieture with
Consul Kito. The building will cost
$50,000, and will be a reproduction of the
first Government building erected by the
Emperor of Japan, and known as the
Pheenix Hall, Tokio.

Steamer Walla Walla took away an
average cargo of overland freight last night.
She brought 45 tons of mixed cargo to this
port.

The Homer "street Children’s home,
started by one or two charitably disposed
ladies under adverse circumstances, is meet-
ing with public favor. A number of orphan
and motherless children are now comfort-
ably housed in the warm, well-furnished
apartments. There is a pretty little story
told to the effect that the benevolent
ladies, fretting and fearing that their
scheme would fall through for lack of sup-
port, kneeled down on the bare floor “of the
now comfortable sitting-room and prayed.
Next day carpets and curtains came, and
the donor sent word thet his name was
‘““mud,” or something to that effect. Next
day came a stove; again the donor’s name
was not mentioned. Then another sent fur-
niture and appointments for an entire room.
Everybody wants to do something now.
To-morrow a permanent board will be
elected.

Japanese Consul Kito has received an
official letter, denying that there was a case
of cholera in Tokio, and that no efforts
were being made to prevent the spread of
the disease.

A quantity of coal has arrived for sale
from the Wellington mines, Seattle. Van-
couver people during the double-barrelled
combine are haviog an opportunity to
sample all the coal on the Pacific coast.

The dolls’ congress for the 2lst inst. is
an assured success. It is expected that
from 300 to 400 dolls dressed in the height
of fashion will be present. The donators of
the best dressed dolls will receive suitable
prizes in addition. Lieutenant-Governor
Dewdney will be requested to choese two
numbers and return them in a sealed en-
velope to Mayor Cope. Those holding cou-
pons from admission tickets corresponding
with these numbers will win premier prizes.
A musical programme will be provided.

Judge Harrison presided at a special ses-
sion of the Provincial court of revision yes-
terday, for the purpose of inquiring into the
assessment of the properties of the Canadian
Pacific and the Shuswap & Okanagan rail-
roads. Provincial Assessor Cornelius Booth
appealed the assessment of the C.P.R.
Mr. E. V. Bodwell, of Victoria, and E. P.
Davis, Vancouver, were legal representa-
tives of the C.P.R. compamy. The court
reserved decision.

The officers of the congregation of Christ
church have been served by trustees of the
C.P.R. with notice of action to dispossess
them of their building and site on which the
building stands. The defendants, Rt. Rev.
Bishop Sillitoe, Rev. H. P. Hobson, rector,
H. J. Cambie, W. A. Weeks and R. A.
Muskett, are give a week to show cause
in the courts, why this adtion should not
be taken.

W. A. M. R. Gordon is in the hospital
suffering from a severe attack of bronchitis.

Star lodge, C. 0. O. F,, M. U., paid an
official visit to Westminster Royal Pioneer
lodge to-night.

Steamer Wilmington arrived late last
night with flour for the ress of China.

Steamer J. R. McDonald arrived in port
 last night with 300 tons of coal from Wel-
 lington mines, Seattle.

Mr. H. D. Hume and Miss May Con-
nacher have been joined in matrimony.

The first annual meeting of the Vancouver
' Missionary society took place at Christ
 church Tuesday night. There was a large
'attendance, and much interest was mani-
 fested. Rev. G. F. Clinton was elected
 president, Rev. H. P. Hobson, vice-presi-
i dent and E. P. Flewelling, a Chinese mis-
 sionary will be brought from Honolulu to
work in this province.

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian church has
 been badly off for a soprano ehorister lately.
| Eyes were cast on the talented musician,
'Mi_ss Okell, since her arrival here, but her
relationship with the Methodists prevented
overtures from St. Andrew’s. Then Miss
| Diamond, who for the past fortnight has,
with her sweet soprano, been charming
music lovers at private entertainments,
came upon the seene, and is now sing-
ing in 8t. Andrew’s choir in consideration
of $20 a month. Miss Diamond makes her
debut as a concert singer at the people’s
popular concert in the Market hall on Satur-
day night.

The annual Sunday school convention of
Baptists is in session here to-day. There
are 25 delegates. Mr.
Victoria, presides. Yesterday’s prelimi-
nary ?rogmmme was : Devotion exercises,
by W. R. King, Victoria, and addresss of
welcome by W, C. Weir. Sub-committees
were appointed ; ireports were sent in from
the different schools and commented upon.
. W. Farmer’s paper on ‘' Aimsand
Objects of the Convention,” was well receiv-
ed. ‘“‘The Pastor’s Relation to Sabbath
School Work,” by Rev. P. H. McEwen,
was much appreciated. A * School of
Methods” was conducted by Mr. C. A.
Schooley. ¢ Mission Work in the Sunday
School ” was presented by Mrs. Dr. Boggs.
The ‘¢ Teacher Before Hyis Class, ’ practi-
cally demonstrated, Rev. E. G. Wheeler.
Mr. H. H. Welsh advanced the gquery,
‘“Is it Advisable to Teach Temperance and
Abstention from Tobacco ?” but no unani-
mous opinion was given.

WESTMINSTER.

NEw WESTMINSTER, Dec. 8.—Samuel
Greer is still in the penitentiary, but ~his
pardon is expected any day now.

Nine cars of stock weresbrought in on the

Canadian Pacific railway at midnight.
There are four cars from Calgary and five
from Kamloops, most of them for Victoria.

The following Rugby team play Nanaimo
on Saturday: Lister, Roberts, Homer,
Moresby, Lefevre, E. M. Newoods, Hodge,

‘W. Marchant, of |

McMartin, Rev. P. Woods, Gresme, Ran-
som, Tovey, Dean and Malins,

The election of officers for the emmuing
year was held by Unien Lodge No. 9, A. F.
and A. M, last eveming, resulting as fol-
lows: Thos. Binnie, W.; Alex. Mc%erchur.
S.W.; R. F. Bomson, J.W.; W. McColl,
Sec.; A. O. Campbell, Treas ; J. J. Forres-
ter, Tyler. Iostallation will take place on
St. John’s day, when the mew hall will be
dedicated.

The steamer Gladys arrived down from
Chilliwack this afternoon. She had to
break her way through iee at Chilliwack
slough this morning, and ice was also found
on Langley slongh. '

Captain Peele’s thermometer registered
5 degrees of frest last night. In the upper
portion of the city thermometers registered
'_7 degrees of frost, and ice one-fourth of an
inch thick formed on exposed pools.

The rerating of the city has been com-
pleted by the Board of Fire Underwriters,
and since the beginning of the month new
rates have been in operation. A prominent
insurance man to-day said that, roughly
speaking, there had been a reduction of 10
per cent. all round in the rates.

Among the passengers from Seattle last
eveningwas J. B. Copeland, general manager
of the Great Northern railway. The object of
his trip was the inspection of the line. ‘“We
are nog ﬁing to make any important move
up here present,” said he, ‘‘or at least
until the through line is completed. The
line from here will be extended to WVan-
couver, but just how soon I can’t say.”

Acting Sheriffl Armstrong took possession
of the old Ledger plant to-day on behalf of
Miller & Richard, Toronto; to meet their
claim of $1,470. Some months ago the
Telegram Co. purchased the Ledger plant
from Mr. Ewen, and as the plant of the
company in Vancouver did not realize more
than a fraction of the indebtedness of the
institution, the Sheriff took the Ledger out-
fit under his wing and it will be sold to
meet liabilities.

NANaIMGO.

Nanamo, Dec. 8.—In the Assize court
to-day the case of Regina vs..D. Taraniello
was called.. The prisoner pleaded not
guilty. He said he did not know whether

he had a lawyer to defend him or not. He
had given $100 to J. Morello to procure a
lawyer, but the latter had neglecied to do
so. Mr. Barker was then asked to defend
the prisoner. The case progressed very
slowly, There are over three dozen wit-
nesses, only the fourth witness reaching the
stand up to 6 p.m. It is not expected that
the case will be finished this week.

Last night, about midnight, four boats
containing about twenty men pulled along-
side the bark McNeill, lying at anchor in
Departure bay. The watch on deck ordered
them to keep off, but no notice was taken.
He then fired on the men in the boats,
who returned the fire. A lively exchange
of shots took place. Itis not yet known
whether any men in the boats were injured
or not. The bark McNeill carried a non-
union crew.

The Nanaime infantry corps were inspect-
ed this afternoon by Col. Holmes. The
men seemed to go through their drill, skirm-
ishing, etc., well. Col. Holmes was well
pleased.

Jean Baptist Freer, who was injured at
the BEast Wellingfon mine over five weeks
ago, died in the hospital this morning from
the effects of his injuries.

That Frent street is to be the main street
of Nanaimo is the popular belief at present.
The erection of the Green block thereon,
and the prospect of several other fine busi-
ness structures going up gives substantial
ground for the supposition. :

Sailed, steamship Costa Rica.

NELSON.
(From the Miner.

H. Twigg has returned from the head of
Arrow lake, the C.P.R. survey party hav-
ing been dispersed.
G. W. Richardson and R. J. Bealey have
entered into partnership as financial agents,
at Nelson and Kaslo.
The telegraph line between Nelson and
the boundary was down again on Thursday.
Wouldn’t it pay the telegraph company to
clear away the timber along the line.
J. A. Rirk, of Kirk & Ritchie, has finish-
ed his work in the Slocan.
The C.P. K. has expressed its willingness
to provide a Pullman at Revelstoke, and if
28 men can be found who want to take in
the World’s Fair, to take them:. down to
Chicago, feed them and lodge them in the
car, for a week, and return them to the
starting point for $60 each.
A carload of ore from the O-K mine at
Trail ereek has been shipped to Helena for
treatment. Some fabulously rich samples
have been taken from the O K, and the re-
turns from the carload are awaited with in-
terest.
The Wallace Miner reports that a number
of people of that town are going into the
Kaslo-Slocan country. The good reports
and good luck of several Ceeur INAleners
at present in Wallace tends to excite in-
terest.
A big crowd of Nelson men went down to
Kaslo by way of Ainsworth on Thursday.
N. Frederickson, a Swede, working on.a
placer claim on Hall creek, finding that his
health was giving way, sold out, and started
on a prospecting trip on the west bank of
the Lower Arrow lake. Whilst camped on
Cherry creek trail, Frederickson went out
for a day’s hunting and - never showed up
again. His companion searched for him for
14 days and then came into Nelson to re-
port his loss and to return his pass book to
the Bank of British Columbia, where he had
a balance of some two or three hundred
dollars.

The first of the silver-laden sleighs ar-
rived at Bear Lake city on December 1.

Fifteen head of cattle have been drawn
up to Bear Lake city, by Wilson & Perdue,
to be slaughtered.

The Kaslo Transportation company has
moved its headquarters to Bear Lake city.

The steam scow left Revelstoke at the
same time as the Lytton, Thursday week..
For some reason or other it had to tie up at
Hall’s Landing, and there it remained for
three days. On Sunday drift ice began to
run in the river, and progress became im-

ossible. Eventually, however, the scow
grifted down to the mouth of the Upper
Arrow lake, where it was met by the Lyt-
ton and towed to Robson. Meanwhile the
lake country was without connection with
Revelstoke, where mail matter and winter
supplies are massing more rapidly than they
can be handled. On Wednesday Captain
Troup made the attempt once more to reach
Revelstoke. His intention was to ‘tow the
scow as far as possible, and if the ' Lytton
could not make the whole journey finish it
with the scow. The state of affairs in the
Lake ceuntry is very serious. A sudden
frost may at any moment cut off the Bon-
ner’s Ferry route, as the C. & K. 8. N.
company cannot be relied on to keep the
river between Robson and Little Dalles
open for more than a few weeks. This
winter, instead of having tb furnish
supplies for Nelson and Ainsworth and
Balfour alone, not_only those places, but
Pilot Bay, Kaslo, Bear Lake City, Watson,
New Denver and Nakusp have to be pro-
vided for.

While the people of Bonner’s Ferry are

trying to raise money to keepan i
road to the sqntbemyend of ﬁootglx:; illzlkgeh
and the Dominion post office authorities are
expecting to send in our winter mails via
Spokane, Little Dalles and the pack train
route up the river trail to Robson, it seens
strange that the C.P.R. authorities do not
solve the question by the expenditure of g
small sum of money, and keep an open al]
rail and steamer route to the outside world

A short Spur, net much over a mile il.L
length, running from Sproat’s Landing to
the mouth of the Kootenay, would enable
the C. & K. Railway to transfer freight
and passengers to the steamers beloyw the
rapids, and keep the route open all winter

It is probable that there would be sufficient
traffic to make the small expenditure that
would be needed to construct this spur, g
profitable one for the railway company it.
self. The different mining companies of the
Slocan—the Freddie Lee, Blue Bird ang
Idaho—have contracted for the shipment of
a‘hout 1,500 tons to Kaslo City with M

George Hughes, who will be compelled to
ship from the south about 500 tons of fodder

for h'ls borses. Several other mines are in-
tending to ship ore with their own teams,

Thus with 2,000 tons of ore shipped out.
wardly, and probably one-half that amount
of inward bound freight, the steamers op
the lowe_r run and the Columbia and Koot.
enay Railway would be doing a better busi.
ness during the winter months than the

have ever yet done. Y

) DUNCAN'S,

Doxcan’s, Dec. 5.—C. Bayly, W. H.
McKerron and A. C. Fraser came down by
the Cowichan lake stage.

An Indian named Joseph Suserp, of the
Somenos ranch, charged before H. 0. Well-
burn, J. P, at the court house with ob-
structing and occupying a road allowance
between the Quamichan and Clemclemaluts
ranches by erecting a fence thereon was
ordered to remove the same forthwith,

.DUSfJ‘AN’S_, Dec. 7.—Two Indians charged
with intoxication before Indian Agent
Lomas to-day, were remanded until to-
morrow (Thursday) morning, when it is
anticipated that the supplier of the liquor
will have to put in an enforced attendance,

Duncan’s, Dec. 8.—The subject of the
Cowichan Pleasant Evenings society’s de-
bate at the Agricultural hall to-night, is
gruesome but Christmas like : “ Do ghosts
exist ?”

T. H. Wooldridge lefs for Victoria on
to-day’s train.

KASLO.
(From the Miner.)

The changes in the steamboat service are
a subject for congratulation, and further
developments are awaited.

The atmosphere is thick with new build-

ings, real estate deals, mining deals and
new townsites, and a good deal of money is
changing hands.

It is rumored that provisions may be
scarce before the winter is over, and some
of the careful ones are laying in a stock.

Next spring there will be a great rush to
the Lardeaux country, and preparations are
being made. Messrs. Davies and Nagle
have already sent luasber up to construct a
building on their townsite, and intend put-
ting up another building.

“HEW TO THE LINE!”

What the Commissien on the Panama
Canal "Swindle ‘' Are
Developing.

The Government Want a Thorough
Inquiry—Resignation of the
Attorney-General.

Paris, Dec. 9.—The Panama commission
considered to-day the report of the three
members sent to examine Kohn and
Reinach’s books. The report was to the
effect that the sub-committee found records
of the withdrawal from Baron de Reinach’s
private account of more than one million
francs in the first six months of 1888, M.
Arton, who is believed to have done all the

Canal company’s dirty work at that time,
had cashed the checks for most of
that sum. M. Ribot, premier, and M.
Bourgeois, minister of justice, were intro-
duced to the commission. Both said the
Government was anxious to co-operate with
the commission in throwing light as rapidly
and as fully as possible upon the Canal
company’s affairs. The documents concern-
ing these affairs, now in the keeping of the
courts and the minister of justice, would
be communicated unreservediy to the com-
mission. M. Bourgeois added that certain
objections which had been raised to such
proceedings were valid only as far as the
publication of the decuments was con-
cerned.

M. Brisson, chairman, on behalf of the
commission, thanked the Ministers warmly
for their welcome promises of assistance,
and gave assurances that the documents in
question would be treated as the Govern-
ernment desired. The documents number
488, and contain the complete record of the
Panama Canal Company. Humbert,
the liquidator of Baron De Reinach’s estate,
has requested that the commission be re-
presented at the examination of Baron
De Reinach’s papers. The commis-
sion agreed to send a representative
if the Government approved of the proposal.
M. Quesnan De Beaurepaire, attorney-gen-
eral and the prosecutor of Boulanger and
the Russian dynamiters, has resigned his
office. His reason is that he believed the
Reinach autopsy to beillegal. He has been
appointed President of the Chamber of the
Court of Cassation.  His resignation excites
comparatively little surprise, as his conduct
has been from the first variuble and theat-
rical in matters connected with the Canal
company.

DARKEST AFRICA.

Report of the Massacre of the Jaeques Expedi-
tion the Cause of Much Uneasiness.

BRrusseLs, Dec. 9.—The Congo company
has sent a strong reinforcement from Stan-
ley Pool to Katango. The latest news con-
cerning the Jacques expedition received by
the company was dated August 27. Capt.
Jacques and his company were then safe
and well at Mpala, near Lake Tanganyika.
The report that the expedition had been
massacred causes much uneasiness.

A Remarkable Case.
GENTLEMEN,—About five years ago I noticed
on my hands a great number of soft, spongy
warts, very painful, and” which bled when
touched. I never witnessed anything like it,
and was quite alarmed. We arenever without
Hng{:rd’s Yellow Oil, and one evening my lit-
tle girls applied it to each wart, They did this
several nights and in the morniog the pain and
itching were so bad J had to cool my hands
with snow. but finally the warts dropped out
and I have l}(mvel' been troubled since.

RS

Wx. Craia, Brignton, Ont.
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Welcomed By His
Premier Davie received {
on Wednesday from many
-ents, who met him at the |
Duncan’s on his way to J
A Special siut
The selectors of jurors f
strict have been autnorized
sitting at the Court Hoy
square, on the 23rd inst., 14
making up the books, rd
1893.
—e
Caledonian Con
Arrangements are being
romises to be a very succe|
held in the Victoria on
It will be given by the me
of the Caledonian socie
Burns’ anniversary.

Treated to a Cold

A Chinaman employed
cook at the Shawnigan laK
on Wednesday, ducked in 4
mill hands, almost to drown
is accused of an unnatural ¢
police are searching for hio
shore, where he is supposed

Another Chance
Annie Henderson and ]
ilty in the Police courty
respectively keeper and ing
of ill-fame in Chinatowy

pitifal story of poverty
wardrobe pawned, and th)
cided to give them anothd
were accordingly remanded

Duly lncorpo
The Mount Baker Hotel
buildings at Oak Bay will
tion next summer, has beeq
ted, with a capital of $80,0
the right being reserved to
000. The trustees named
John Turner, J. E. Crane,
D. McGregor and Charles
—_—
W. C.T. U, W¢
At an open meeting of
yesterday, papers of spe
practical value were read
interest was evinced in 4
Union. It was resolved tq
on January 2, in the Y. M.
to make social afternoons a
first of which was held ye
affairs.
—a
Toad Mountain
The incorporation for fi
Toad Mountain Mining
nounced in the last issu
Columbia Gazette. The
$1,500,000, divided into
hundred thousand shares d
$1 each, and the nine truj
A. H. Kelly, Charles V
Fletcher, A. C. Muir and
this province; and R. N.
Ide, F. B. Morse and
Spokane, Wn.

From Golden to the
Messrs. Bodwell & Irvi
the applicants, have giv
that application will be
approaching session of th¢
-an act incorporating a com
operate a railway from Gol
dary, following the valley
and Kootenay rivers, wi
struct branch lines, whar
graph and telephone lines 4
maintain all necessary wo|
eration or transmission of

Verdict for the P
The much adjourned case
«chard et al. came up for tria
ing before His Lordship N
and a special jury. Ho
«Q.C., and Mr. H. D. Hi
for the C. P. R., and Mr
Belyea & Gregory, for t
suit was one in which th
to obtain possession of cer
neighborhood of Field s
division C. P. R., which
squatted upon by the del
the time the Crown grant
Company. The jury, aft
ation, brought in a verdic
—_———
A Bookl
The Red River Voyagd
‘Whittier, is one of the g
tasteful booklets that we
verse of the poem is illus
sketch of the Red Rive
:Scenes are original and o
river. The picture of th
-cathedral, though, perh:
tistic as some of the of
many more interesting.
every particular, and was
Grace Archbishop Tachel
Canadian, and reflects g
‘publishers, Ferguson & (}
Manitoba.
S
Seattle’s Tra
The murder of Mrs. Sto
quent self-destruction of tj
tinue to be the reigning se
and particulars are eagel
torians, many of whom
swith both the victims
Moulton had been paying
tentions to Mrs. Story fd
and on the 25th ultimo wr
this city asking where he
ablr furnished apartments
little boy—evidently from
Mrs. . Story and one of he
address was given Mould
arranged to have the roo
sion of some day this mon

The Powder M

The question of the remd
magazine from its presen
tion in Beacon Hill park
brought up by the letter fi
©of the Department of Mi
read at the Council meetin
evening. In this letter i
the matter had been refer
of the Department here, ¥
the matter. Mr. F. C.
Public Works department]

* It will be some timne HY
the explosives removed

almes returns we will go
but the new magazine ha
before the old one will be &
will probably be done

months.”

d Chinese from
~ A Port Townsend speci
@ays: ‘‘Seven smuggled
from British Columbia, w|
-mear Port Discovery by
Harry Smith, D. 8. Ham
Smith. The Chinese had
Pprevious from a Victoria sg

. of ‘the Celestials wore Eng
apparel. Two of them we|
ed to China by the Unite(
“wioners and the trials of




