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erml J. Madison Drake, historian of the
i Army and Navy Medal of Honer Legion,
0.8 A. and has been taken by him from the
records under his care.
Captain‘Edward 8. E. Newbury, the hero of
the tale, i8 now living in Elizabeth, N. J., hale
eu'ty, bearing no marks of ‘the terrible
Glpu'im through which lie passed early in the
civil war,. Soou after the imcident here set
forth Newbury captwred a deserter from the
Tnion lifies as ho was about to join the Con-
federates. This man was the first Union soldier
to suffer death for the crime of desertion in the
great war, For his valuable services Newbury
was rewarded with a commission of lieutenant
in the Eleventh New Jersey and served until
June, 1865, when he returned tp New Jersey
with the rank of captain.

T HIS remarkable story is supplied by Gen-

(Copyright, 1011, by the New York Herald Co. All rights roserved.}

EWS of the enemy's plans or futentions. s

shrell of news, jvas eagsrly sought in

of that bitter year. 1861, after the (i

¢ Bull Run, when Washington seenied about t¢

* be engulfed in a triumphant Confederate il
¥ance and the ('«uergluu of the authorities
to defensive preparation about the o

McUlellan was centring and re
Army of the Potomae. Just he ¥ ond
forces of an elated Confederacy wer
tween lay debated ground, wheie »
rected definite measurcs and sieross wi
facded each other.

It was early In November that I
cogmanding the First New Jerscy then sra
4Uoned In Alexandria, Just to the south of Wa<tiin:
M @etermined to employ scouts upon the
WOrk of féelfng out conditions toward the (
&te position. The alze of Johnson's force was 0o
ter of wild conjecture. his swift descent was fe:

g the e

red

and Kearny felt that total ignorande of whnt e g

1%t
expect from that able 'and determined rehied
m no longer continue with =afity:  He o ont
for volunteers willing to veniure the: nselyes into
‘the danger zone in search of information
Scout duty, it was called Byt that
& euphemism for the service of a S{y e men
knew it. They knew that seouts would rafl extreme
risk of capture and’ that swift and terrible punish-
'ment would fall to them if they were takeu, I owas
no rose water service. The comrtésies of war, stern
at the best, wouid bring little comfort to the Uulon
man found hovering about the Confeders ate frout at
such a time. Short shrift and an nnhonored grave
lay ahead of such a one, and in the event of succes:
nothing - better than the . doulxful recognition
qv'uhoned glory accorded any spy.
ong those Who offered themseltes for the dan
bllt necessary undertaking was Edward 8. ¥,
K- ﬂ‘th Third New Jersey. Newbury  was
' Nowth .Caroline; wheré he had lived on
g father's plantation until the outbreak of the
mving made bis way to the homie of an
antls iz Morrls county, N. J.. bie had enlisted in the
Third just a8 it was about 1o start for the front.
The young man was detalled with Corporal Thomas
P. Edwards of-his company to push into the country
toward Richmond. *Thelr orders were to use their
best efforts toward getting word of the plans and dis
position of the Confederate forces. For the rest they
were to be governed by their own wit and by eiregm-

wWas e

m’\l

, stances. With this vague commission and with full

Tdenmndlng of the perils ahead the two left the
Al dria camp on the evening of November 4 and
for the South.

" Wdwards had picked up directions from a fugitive
:zm that would lead-them to the home of Mr iz

h, & wealthy planter. who ivits known 4o he Infin
ential at Richmond. The 1)l'ml‘)|lon Iny some ton
miles from the Union lines, and # Wax the suggestion
of Edwards that they should appraach it in the hope
of overhearing some conference or cony ersation that
ww#ofvnue. Fitzhmgh. he argued. would be
fully informed of the Confedernte plans. and would
be, most unlikely to suspect the prescnce of lurking
Beouts, It was possible, then, that they ‘mieht secrete
themselves on the premises. might oven intercent
Inulengar, or in some other way vlice themkelves on
the track of Information.

Closs upon nine o'clock they gro i into the plarta
ton grounds. It was a moonless night. with s
wind and low hung clouds that gave prom!
Making their way among the' cabins of the neg
quarters they came up to the house only to find it

flark and apparently deserted; A falut light appeared
ot the window of one of the cabins, and, stesling °

cautiously aeross to It, they looked within, :

“An aged negress was sitting by a rude cot on which
lay an emaciated young slave tossing in fever. They
entered and qnletl made inguiries 18 10 the where-
abouts of Fitzhugh\_The negress, who, twith her ill
' son, represented the remunut of her master's bady of
servants, told them that the planter had removed his
fdmily to Richmond a few days before, but that he
would veturn in a few hours with some friends hefore
closing the house. The scouts hastened to take thelr
leave, ‘assuring ‘the woman that they would return
upon their errand néxt-day,

TM entered the houisé easily by way of & window
. and atter cautloui!y striking Hghrs Jooked about for a

wﬂ. l‘t Ntwbm ‘disapproved: of the ar-

m m urt the ho;us &ann they. tdok with them
, some odds and ends of food and a

tiny tin cup which Edwards, for some inserutable rea-
son, insisted upon appropristing. Trey had cause to
W‘ﬂ that cup before the adventure was

were tired, the bed wag soft. nnd the bmakcu

‘warm, and hiad not been qmled beyond the
. m'dze ny mjnutes before they both fell
M It was after midnight when they were aroused’
of hoofs along the frozen road. Creep-
; they saw five horsemen pull up
‘the residence and dismount, One ‘was left in

i

¢lstter, entered the house. The ruddy flash of

tnr a comfortable sesslon.:
! secdire enough to ap-
m immediately, nnd. Tes g thelr hidtg place,
crawled to m w of the hﬁu.

- o e ——————

Tk SPY WHQ WAS

OW Captm Newbw Sawd thLlflof a Help-
less, Woundad Comr.;a’e and Won a Union Com-

e e oot

several Yaukees In the
what other force might be

Fhey waited fér no more,
had. bean wounded.

nppanion as comfortable as possible in
» private stole back and re
thought was to seek v

picket, and he determined to I -op them. Again he 2y
took his burden on his back and struggled on.

pound of hoofs on the f

n to risk encountér with a detach-
rely dependent upen

1 not place the other’s slender chance

*

i IO L

e,

a Clump of Bushes
nfederates Marched By

suf.- frow detection

leaves in the hill

g8 held scige dangoi

'! st for o moment ¢

stowd, lstening and waiching.

The sconts siilled their Lr
ralsed his varbine and covered the
a point-blank shot.
poral could almost have touched the ni
But eaclr thne he Jowercd his woeapon,

% . ind Newbury decided thay they
Suddenly ‘here was a sharp exclamation from the

figure in the doorway und the darkness was split by a
The roar of the explosion was followed
by a yell'of pain frow the Covporal, who, wounded as
he wa, charged upon his as
only hope lay In breaking through the ring of theis
The Southerner tled into the uight, shouting
as he ran, und Edwards sprang through the hedge.

Newbury, confused by the shot and the uproar, had
only the vaguest notlon of what lad taken place.
knowing that the Corporal had jumped for the open, be *
called him repeatedly by pame and, veceiving no av-
swer, begun o grape about the foor, thinking that his
compaulon nad been killed..
certain that Edwards was not in the abiy there was a
‘crackle of shots Qutside and the party of the heuse
came in a rush for the front door.of the kitehen,

. Flight of the Party.

Newbury blazed his carbine toward the spurts of
flame and, whipping up bis revolver, emptivd the
chambers as fastis he could whirl the cylinder.
attackers huddled for a moment under this vicious
f them ralsed-a hoivl.

“J‘m down. Fifs ghugh!"
. The loulhom‘l‘cvmw: thousht tlut tbcre lein Ms havem\ck hy the feace.

a meneut did.he consider de

 first propped 0w
where he could hiol
T8t am‘ ing the top,
until he bad ralsed the C ;upnl at
could lower him on the othe

. belleving that the

medical attenduanee was not soep

on the verge of delirivm with
: had no control dver
Newbury fashioned a kind of rude
X assing it abeout the other's
, lifted him vnce more on His shoulders

Edwards wis heavily bt
Newbury by sotie twenty
unable to render any oss
and the private f(-uml it necess
worry the helpless C Ul]llll H onto hu back ¢
stnm.ul along, half trailing, nnif carrying the burden.
this way they wou to a neglected ticld of standing
corn u short distance from the plantation mansion.
Here Bdwards conid no tonger endure his suffering

nd called to Newbury to set him down.
get me water,” he gasped.

I'm Hlirning. with fhiest.”

New hury reached for his canteen and found that he
1114 lost It somewhere in the darkness.
vad ‘.ll‘l‘ his' own aside in-biz fivst siyuggle througn
Edwards ‘remembered wheresbe had

m dra Wi down over
By the time he had wade

rain hhd not abated.

. burdened beyond his strength
apd exhausted by the night and lack of food. N
held doggediy to his task.

He was forced to stop and
let Edwards slip te the ground through shéer inability
to proceed before he had covered
He improved the halt by discurding from his own pers
son and that ¢f Edwards every article that would les-
His vevolver he had thrust in bis
pocket while he used his carblpe a5 @t -clumsy staff
Thy 'curr;iug of the weapous bore upon hiw Beavily

charge of the animals and the others, with la nd ‘
wonpll's fevered an. a bundred paces

W from the windows showed that the party wu

about him wildly and then coll

and he was tempted to ‘abandon them. But he re{
flected that to be without arms in the enemy’s coutd
tryewould lay him open to the attack of even a single

The quarter mile to the creek was made vy slow
i stages, hut Newbury covered it at last, :::
in the copse along the shore felt safer for the e
. HIis problem now was to effect a crossing. The ’
stre.m was too deep and swift to allow of fording.
He knew that the bridge a mile further along wadl
closely watehed by the Confederates, who, In facty
were encamped on both sides of it. In coming to the'
zhugh plantation he and Edwards had made use ofy
h giave a precarions support frony
He knew that it wouid be almost ime
to get the helpléss Corporal across that pros«
wut after se hing in vain for a boét, hel
th the ridge as the only alternas

ror

w

ive A
More fHenlt g along the bank browghW
not ree was rooted on the opponlt.

shor e It d snapped high and lay bHefore him lt‘

daugerons upward slunt. He had good reason to feag £

TR Ceiaic osts were stationed In the wooldsl . %

lie proceeded with the ntmost cautions

e # Edwards over the trunk in front of him, and|

ed dlons inch at a time, pushing the otheg

! At each instant he was forced to hug the

hing the Corporal desperately. At esclf

d to fight for the balance of both, exe

gz with the wounded man into the

He | to the break of the tree at the stumpy

1€ ground, and was preparing
) a sudden movement of the ;

( weight to the side. He made &

a 1 k, but was unable to regafn
two men fell together and heavily §df .
A tert of agony broke from Edwands
His wounded arn H

en crushed beneath hi o The
: conid endure, and again and
as he fell, the shriek was red
est. he, should bring asf
1 to silence htm. But Edwards
iriou He ravelt “ahbled, called
i« Maker and could not be quieted. Newburyp '
1 but one recourse. Ramming the Corporal’'s hande
hief info the shouting mouth he bound his owm
he other's head and, stretching himself at fulf
ipca “he poor .aangled body, put forth all ke
1 to suppress the frightful convulsions tha$§

forture was

terror

By tbis herol¢ method be forced Edwards to le still,

1 » while for the approach of enemies. Aps
;@ had veached the end. Still more than ning
surrounded by hostile troops, weak,
1. with a erazed and helpless coie
wight well have despaired.. But #t was nof
iy to despaie.  Not for the filcker of & W
did he itemplate giving up the grim effort he hil
set hivself.

Thought Hlm Dead.
Alter some time
Cwmnineay énerey
fr.z pain 1 d ¥ he rel:
Newbary, bent over him anxiously, fearing that
had fled with that spasm. But the Corporal’s
was still benting faintly. and Newhury, hastily
ranging his sling, shouldered the unconscious
once more and tottered on into the woods.
All that day he bheld his course. more by
ction, “toward the Union liness
roads afitl from dwellings, lae '
s and coverfs. Once e erotcheds
etail of Confederntes '
thin fifty feet of him. He was unable
more than a few yards at a stage. thmﬂng 3
the mud beside his biirden to gather
h after a dozen faltering steps, z
wnid pressing ahead until he could go nj

than by conscious d
He §

1way from

es while a

vays on. That was the oide idea he clung 6.
first mile or so he was in little better-sha;
Inanimate Edwasds  His mind was {8 &
daze. Objects swam before him dizaily. He Balilost
all sense of time or .lm.nnu It secemed to himn that

of v ywn ledves, rain and
Iy bods. He ceased to
{ irds as a living wan who must be/rescued /
vo longer even carved to know whether the W
st breathed or not. It could have made no 23

capable of but the ane purposes
alwiugs on. and to take the body v-ith hing=
i that single, definite hold upon things he o
ven up and waited for death himself.

in tl

1 torn ¢

rly part of the afternoon he'slipg
g to raise the Corporal and fell.

took what

was tryi

closing his eyes. he passed into a painfel
doze. While he was in this condition some
into his brain that wntil now had found no
there. He had done the best e eould, a ve

to whisper; he had done more than any
the bravest. ¢could be expected to do. W
Edwards hidden in the brush and make b
to the Union lines? * Why not burry on nng
Was that not the safest and the wisest wayf :
He awoke with a start and a savage
lips. He hated himself for the traitor sug)
hud crept upon him id his weakness.
to Edwards he boisted the burden once
back, gained bis feet under the protest
ind went on, always en. .
He afterward retained no consclous
‘er part of that strange and terible
mained in bis wemory as a dark
viague horrors. But through the aft
toiled ahead and through one more wma
seen by the Confederates.
It was seven o'clock in the evenlng,
after’'New burys start from the plant
suldlers ata Unlon pkket post started u

answer (o their hails, and Lsuuoully
weet it, thinking to find some mjurq(,
kuew not what.

As they came up they saWv tnat it W
was creeping on all fours and on
strapped “'the body of another. They
but he did not answer, oaly -crept

pitying hands took hold. of him, and
Lim of his burden bhe serambled to

bury needed as' close attention n'
wards that night,




