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AN EPIDEMIC OF SWEARIM
Awful Picture of American Society Drawn 

By Mr. Talmage.

fEbteraft aeeir<h« to lil H the PsHUmeot el 
CM*de.jRthe fm (Mie Thecueaé Klee Hsn-

A despatch from Chicago says: 
Kev. Frank De Witt Talmage preach
ed from the following textj Exodps 
xx, 7, "Thou shalt not take the 
uctnxe of the Lord thy God in vain.

The blasphemer's condemnation i 
a /aighty theme. Its curse indi
rectly affects the whole human race. 
Every man belongs to one of two 
classes—either he is a blasphemer 
and therefore, on account of his 
profanity, comes directly under the 
condemnation of God, or else he be
longs to that large class whose ears 
are polluted by his profane utter
ances, in which class are some who 
listen with indifference or con
tempt, while otliers shudder with 
horror as they hear the blasphem
ous mention of the name of their 
Master and King.

No street car or factory or shop 
‘-or camp is entirely free from this 
shocking plague. In our streets and 
public resorts there is dally and 
hourly evidence of the prevalence of 
this pernicious habit. Not only 
does the husband and father swear, 
but his example is sometime» fol
lowed by his wife and his son and 
even his little children. Motormen 
swear at their trucks. Engineers 
swear at their fires. Boys swear at 
their baseball bats upon the play
ground. Merchants swear at their 
clerks. Employes, under their 
breath, in the store and out loud 
when they are away from the coun
ters; swear at their employers. Men 
swear when they are buying goods. 
Fishermen swear at their hooks and 
lines and at the fish they do not 
catch. Commercial travelers swear 
because the train or the hotel meal 
is late or because there is no water 
pitcher in the bedroom. Sailors 
swear at the ropes and winds. Far
mers swear at the cattle and the 
grain and the weather. Men swear 
at the gutter into which they tum
ble, and with the wagon wheel which 
spatters them with mud. Blasphem
ers swear when they are happy; they 
swear when they are sad; they swear 
at everybody and everything.

THE BLASPHEMER 
is essentially a coward, because he 
inflicts suffering on persons who are 
powerless to resist or retaliate. It is 
a hard word, but I use the plain, 
unvarnished Anglo-Saxxm. word 
which describes the cowardly act.
I want you swearers to realize the 
extent of the injuries which you are 
doing against some of your fellow 
men when you swear in public. I 
want you to fully realize how you 
arc cutting and lacerating. Christian 
heart» with your blood curdling 
oaths by trying to put yourself, if 
possible, in your Christian brother's 
place, who is compelled to listen ev
ery day to the public utterances of 
profanity. \ou can judge, perhaps, 
how your Christian neighbor feels 
jy supposing that some one is 
speaking slightingly and disrespect
fully and slanderously of some one 
you very dearly love. You have 
a mother or a wife or, perhaps, to 
use & better illustration, a young 
daughter, whom you fondly cher
ish. Suppose in some public place 
you should hear her name vilified. 
What would you do? Why need you 
answer? Even now I can see your 
cheek flush and your t.eeth become 
set and your hands clinch together 
You would immediately demand ai 
apology from the vilificr or perhaps.
If you are an impulsive man, you 
would raise your fist and knock that 
man. down. You would do just 
what a friend of mine did some 
years ago in Waynesburg, W. Va. 
!te was bringing home the dead 
body of his idol. As a great, 
rough, brutal porter took the coffin 
out of the baggage car he. the fa
ther, said to him: "Man, please be 
careful. Don't handle that box 
roughly." But when the porter in 
spite of that plea swore at the cof
fin. and used a contemptuous epi
thet about the beloved form with
in it and roughly let the box tum
ble upon the platform, as an aver
age expressman lets a trunk fall to 
the ground, my friend doubled up 
his fist and knocked that Dorter

CLEAR INTO THE TRACKS.
He hit him so hard that the police
man who ran up at first thought 
mm dead. But, though the police
man was about to arrest the suffer
ing father, he did not, for when he 
heard liow the porter had sworn at 
the body of the dead child he turn
ed and said: "Brother, if that bru
tal porter comes to, hit him again 
a little harder than you hit him be
fore, and 1 will stand by and, if ne
cessary, help you." That spirit 
which my friend showed toward the 
porter who swore at his little giri’s 
body, you, O blasphemer, would 
show toward anyone who would in
sult the fair name of a pure, qoble 
daughter, whom you devotedly lov
ed!

Now. my sinful brother, you who 
arc addicted to the habit of swear
ing in public, did you ever stop to 
think that nearly always there are 
Christian men and women around 
you who love the name of Jesus 
Christ more than they love their fa
ther or mother or wife or daughter, 
or you love your child? Did you 
ever stop to think that by your pro
fanity you are dishonoring the name 
of that Christ for whom those men 
and women, if necessary, would -bo 
willing to die? Have you a right 
to insult their Christ’s name any 
more than they have a right to in- 
§ult your child? Oh, my blasphem
ing brother, I called you a cruel 
coward. I take it all back. I take 
that statement back, because you 
m&y have sinned thoughtlessly. I 
cannot believe that you have delib
erately intended to do this cruel

. thing. In the past you have not 
realized the enormity of the injustice 
which by the public habit of profan
ity you are doing against some of 
your fellow men. You are so kind 
hearted you would not hurt a dog 
or a cat. Surely after this you will 
cease to use blasphemous words in 
public and' not further cut# and iash 
into the bleeding hearts of your 
Christian brothers and sisters with 
the sharp, merciless impiety which 
has heretofore proceeded
FROM YOUR PROFANE LIPS.
Blasphemer, have you ever stopped 

to consider what would be the effort 
of your profane words by which 
you condemn your fellow men if they 
were literally carried out ? Have 
you ever stopped lo consider that 
when you ask God to condemn your 
fellow man to the infernal* regions 
you express a desire that through all 
the coming ages they will suffer 
greater torture than ever a human 
victim suffered upon the operating 
table, under the surgeon's knife, 
when the anaesthetics could not be 
administered ? You express a desire 
that they shall be thrown into “the 
lake of fire and brimstone, where the 
beast and the false prophet are and 
shall be tormented day and night for 
ever and ever." You express a de
sire by your profane oaths to see 
human beings suffer as Mark An
thony and Cleopatra commanded 
them to suffer, when, at the banquet 
table, this guilty, merciless twain 
ordered poison to be administered to 
their slaves and prisoners so that 
they might witness their convulsions 
in the throes of an awful death.

"But," answers some blasphemer.
"you know just as well as I that 
there is not one man out of a thou
sand who ever means what he says 
when he blasphemes. His profane 
oaths are mere exclamations. They 
come from the lip and not from the ! shall
heart." Then, my brother, there is people

grace of God, because my brother, 
you will never be emancipated from 
this sinful habit of profanity unless 
you seek. divine help. After you 
have been a profane man for many 
years your profanity becomes a part 
of yourself. You are bound to this 
evil habit by links stronger than 
steel. So, my profane brother, if 
you wish to be emancipated from 
this sin of profanity you must pray 
to God for help. You must plead 
and pray for divine help to resist 
this evil habit to the day of your 
death. You must pray not only for 
the forgiveness of your past pro
fanities, but you must also pray 
that God will keep your lips pure 
from ever uttering another blasphem
ous word.
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LESSON,

Lord also spake unto

only one other deduction which can 
come from the use or this evil habit. 
Either you ns a profane man wish 
to condemn your brother to eternal 
misery or you are lacking in rever
ence to God, which is precisely the 
attitude condemned in this com
mandment. Either you despise your 
fellow men or else you despise the 
name of your Creator. There is no 
other outcome to these two ex
tremes. Either you are cursing your 
fellow man or else you are mocking 
your divine Maker.

Text of the Lesson, Josh, xx., 1-9.
Golden Text, Ps. xlvi., 1.

1. The 
Joshua.

How important and how wonderful 
a statement, but how little heed one 
is apt to give to it! That the only 
living and true God should talk with 
a mortal man should be enough to 
make all mortals give heed and 
earnestly inquire as to what he said. 
Men waste time talking of trivial 
matters, but not so the Lord. He 
never says» anything unimportant. 
"Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O 
earth, for the Lord hath spoken" 
(Isa. 1, 2; Deut. xxxii, 1). "God, 
who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath 
these last days spoken unto us by 
His Son." "See that ye refuse not 
Him that speaketh" (Heb. i, 1, 2; 
xii, 25).

2. Speak to the children of Israel, 
saying, Appoint out for you 'cities 
of refuge, whereof I spake unto you 
by the hand of Moses.

In Ex. xxi, 13; Num. xxxv, 6, 11; 
Deut. xix, 2, 9, we find that which 
God had said to Moses concerning 
these cities, three on each side of 
Jordan. Every purpose of the 

be performed both for 
and against Ilis ene

mies. This matter of these cities 
was in His purpose, as Ho had said 
to Moses, and now the time had 
come to perform His purpose. From 
all eternity everything that has 
come to pass or ever will come to 
pass wag all foreseen or foreordained 
by God (Acts xv, 18; Eph. iii, 11).

3. And they shall be your refuge 
from the avenger of blood.

The avenger or revenger of blood 
takes us back to Gen. ix, 6, "Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood by man shall 
his blood be shed," and this word 
to Noah was repeated to Israel in 
Ex. xxi, 12, 13, with the saving 
clause that if a. man killed another 
unintentionally God would provide 
a refuge for such. Justice required 
that a willful murderer should for
feit his own Life, but the same jus
tice said that one killing another

Off Colour?
Practically the whole English 
speaking population of the 
world keep themselves in 
condition by using

Beecham’s
Pills.

Sold Everywhere. In boxes, 25 cent*

life he soon becomes 
years alone, but in disposition, 

orne people never grow old. They

THE PROFANE HABIT 
is to be dreaded because it is often 
the outgrowth of seemingly very 
harmless beginnings. The bloodcurd
ling oaths beard in the home of tho 
rich man and among the so-called 
respectable members of society are
not, as a rule, born among tho sa- _. , ... , « ,
loons and tho outcasts Thev were *ccidantally was not guilty of mur- man should retire, and make 
not once the inhabit»,,,, 'f ,h. der' “n<l the cltV of relugo was fornot once the inhabitants of the 
slums and the places of wassail and 
crime. In all probability their 
germs were fostered 4b- thé parlors 
of Christian homes and in the week
day schoolrooms and even in the 
Sunday schoolrooms attended by 
Christian children. These germs of 
the most horrible of profane oaths 
were once the exclamations and the 
ejaculations and the slang expres
sions so commonly used by ladies 
and children upon our streets. They 
are the "By Georges.” the "By 
That’s" and the "By Other Things.” 
They are the ejaculations which aie 
used to-day by many people who 
consider themselves educated and 
polite and refined.
. Profanity ca“ ffrow from sceming- 
*y wy _ harmless beginnings. There-

him to flee to. God giveth to all 
life and breath and all things (Acts 
xvii, 25), and He will not have Hrs 
gifts despised or ill treated. Yet 
He is not willing that any should 
perish, and He has no pleasure 
the death even of the wicked (II 
Pet. iii, 9; Ezek. xxxiii, 11). All 
mankind are guilty before God and 
sinners in His sight, and all deserve 
to die for their sins, but God has 
provided at infinite cost a refuge 
for every penitent sinner in His dear 
Son by virtue of’Ilis great sacri
fice.

4. They shall take him into the 
city unto them and give him a place 
that he may dwell among them.

ed for aH She children of Israel and 
for the stranger that sojourneth 
among them that whosoever killeth 
any person at unawares might flee 
thither.

Note God’s appointed refuge for 
Israel or the stranger, and note also 
the blessed "whosoever" reminding 
us of John iii, 16;„ Rev. xxii, 17. 
According to Canon Fausset, the 
very name of each city is suggestive 
of the Lord Jesus Christ—Kedesh, 
holy, (Heb. vii, 26); Shechem, 
shoulder (Isa. ix, 6); Hebron, fellow
ship (I Cor. i, 9); Bezer, fortress 
(Ps. xviii, 2); Ramoth, high (Acts 
v, 31); Golan, joy (Rom. v, 11 ; 
Ps. xliii, 4). While it is not pos
sible for those who are truly in 
Christ ever to be lost, according to 
John x, 27-29, yet a truly saved , 
person may not live in the fellow
ship which is his privilege and thus 
experience much loss here and here
after (I Cor. iii. 14, 15).

WHEN NOT TO WORK.

Hard to Determine Just the Time 
to Retire.

Just to show what a queer animal 
is man, it is only necessary to point ! peon's 
to his inconsistencies and contradic
tions. A short while ago some lead
ing active men. of the country gave 
their opinions as to the age at 
which a man. should retire from 
work—cease accumulating wealth, 
and take his ease with dignity.

SCOTLAND'S CENSUS.

Increase of Nearly Half a Million 
in Ten Years.

Details of the eleventh decennial 
census of the population of Scotland 
were issued in blue-book form re
cently, together with the report mode 
by tho Registrar-General and Dr, 
Blair Cunynghame to the Secretary 
for Scotland. The statistical infor
mation is conveyed by means of a 
series of tables covering over four 
hundred pages.

In June last a preliminary report 
was issued giving the population of 
Scotland as 4,472,000. After a ré
visai of the lists it has been settled 
that this fell short of the realities by 
103 persons. The males numbered 
2,173,755, the females 2,298,348. At 
the date of the previous taking of 
the census, the population was 4,- 
025.617—the males, 1,942,717 ; the 
females, 2,082,930 ; thus giving a 
total increase of 446,456 persons, 
231,038 being of the male sex and 
215,418 of the female. Tho rate of 
increase is, for the sexes combined, 
11.09 per cent.; that for the males 
alone being 11.89 per cent., and for 
the females 10.34 per cent. This 
rate of increase, as shown in an ap
pendix, is greater by 3.32 per cent, 
than was the rate at last census, 
when it was 7.77 per cent.; the 
male rate of increase at that date 
being 7.96 per cent, and the female 
7.58 per cent. The rate of increase 
at the present census is higher than 
any since 1831, when it was 13.04 
per cent.

As is always the case, the increase 
of a population during any period is 
determined by two factors, the ex
cess of births over deaths and the 
number of emigrants. From the re
ports of tho Registrar-General it is 
shown that in Scotland during the 
intcrcensal period, 1891-1901, there 
were registered 1,270,498 births and 
780,703 deaths, which leaves an ex
cess of births over deaths of 489,795

POPULATION OF CHINA.
The present population of China is 

comparatively very little in excess of 
that recorded by various European 

_ _ It j statisticians half a century ago. At
wim held by some that a man should that period, and even later, it was a

LIVED 10B8JH BIBLE BAYS
SOME FOREFATHERS LIVED 

NEARLY 1,000 YEARS.

not think of giving up work at ! matter of infinite difficulty, if not a 
sixty, because at that time of life i sheer impossibility, to obtain -----any

thing like authentic information con
cerning the population of China. By 
some writers this was given as 350, 
000,000, by others as 400,000,000 
and 450,000,000. The Chinese popu
lation of to-day numbers about 426,- 
000,000 of souls, including 8,500,000

ho was best able to Appreciate all 
that the world had to bestow, could 
do his work effectively, and, con
sequently, should remain in harness.
By this means he would remain 
youthful in spirit, irrespective of tho 
weight of years. Those who have
tried the perpetual vacation say jin Manchuria, 2,580,000 in Mongolia 
that for the first year it is an ideal 16.430.020 in Tibet and 1,200,000 in 
existence, but after that it becomes Chinese Turkestan. Shantung, with 
monotonous, and a longing steals a population of 38.247,900, is the 
over one for the former activities, j most densely inhabited province of 
To remain in idleness is to shrivel up j China. Kiangsu, in which Shanghai 
decay. He either advances or re- ; is situated, has a population of 1 - 
cedes, and shut x>ff from an active j 398,235. In density of population, 

onina old, not in Shansi, with 50 inhabitants to thé 
square kilometer, may be compared

rtli. ...... A --.with Hungary. and Fukien and
out but their hearts are ever Hupeh with England, Chili with 

young. So the work of life ia the Franco, and Yimmm with Bulgaria, 
road to happiness. On the other On an average, China proper—i. e. 
hand, it was held that at sixty a , the eighteen provinces—is not much

room more thickly populated than the 
younger men. To remain at j German empire. The four great Chi- 

_«.«.i , . of "outlands," consisting chiefly
money-getting was something that of steppe and wilderness, a,o

for 
work for

fore it is the duty of all Christian 
parents not only to refrain from the 
use of such unnecessary and absurd 
exclamations ns those just quoted, 
but they should instil into their 
children the right use of the English 
language. The Anglo-Saxon tongue 
is a noble tongue. It is especially 
rich in vehement, emphatic, expres
sive and, if I might use the exprès* 
sion, sledge-hammer words, powerful 
enough to annihilate any foe. In 
its broad sweep of denunciatory 
words the English language is un
excelled by any language. Therefore 
Christian parents, in the education 
of your children you should teach 
them never to use slang. You should 
teach them that slang is only

THE IMMATURE CHILD 
which will grow up into the de
stroying monster called Profanity. 
You should teach them that God 
hurls Ilis condemnations at slang us 
well as at the hideous monster call
ed Profanity when Christ says :

Swear not at all ; neither by 
heaven, for it is God's throne, nor ! 
by earth, for it is his footstool 
neither ’

city of refuge (Deut. xix, 3) and ev
ery facility to enable the uninten
tional murderer to reach the place 
of refuge, and this verse tells how 
the people of the city were to wel
come and care for him; but these 
cities- of refuge were only for those 
who were not really guilty, as de
scribed in Deut. xix, 1-6, Our refuge 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is for the 
guilty, the lost, the unrighteous, 
the ungodly, for God commendeth 
His love toward us in that while wc 
were yet sinners Christ died for us, 
and because of Ilia sacrifice God can 
be just and yet tfio justifier of the 
ungodly who believe in Jesus (Rom.

8; iii, 26; iv, 5), assuring a wel
come to every one who truly comes 
to Him ( John vi, 37).

5. And if the avenger of blood 
pursue after him, then shall they 
not '-deliver the slayer up into his 
hand.

The man to Lc teared was "the 
avenger" (verses 3, 5, V). or as it 

Num. xxxv, 19, 21, 24, 25,
27, "the revenger." The same word 
is translated "redeemer" in Job 
xix, 25; Ts. xix. 14; Isa. xli, 14 ; 

the ! xliij. 14, and a dozen other places ;

should not be countenanced. And so sparsely populated, 
this question, like nearly all other 
questions, has more than one side, 
and individual taste or inclination 
must govern.

very

rouNâTio r b r polio.

A Son in His 76th Year Kills His 
Father Aged 112.

News of a remarkable 
comes from Algiers, in the neighbor 
hood of which an old man. upward of 
112 years of age was recently shot 
by his eldest son,

$100 Reward, $100.
Tho readers of this paper will bo 

pleased to learn that there is at 
least one dreaded disease that sci
ence has been able to cure in all Its 
stages, and that is Catarrh. Hall’s 
Catarrh Cure is the only positive 

parricide ®"re. n,,w known to tho medical fra- 
j tormty. Catarrh Being a constitu
tional disease, requires a constitu
tional treatment. Hall's Catarrh 
Cure is taken internally, acting di
rectly upon the blood and mucous

agod 75.
There was a way prepared to each Ve," °o^n^Hh ' ’̂^em™ tïërrtT™”

three sons, the youngest of whom is ” *r"x'1 ,lor •
65 years old. The three sons felt

stroying the foundation of the dis
ease. and giving the patient strength
lx 1 r is II I ! rl i i< . . .. A I ... . . ^G VIII CU IU1 G I- , .... * -v. VI.

aggrieved because their father had 'y . .Idlaff up the constitution .and 
not gone over to the majority and i^s,stlnS nature in doing its work. 
■ - ■ tV- !The proprietors *'lcft his property to them. He was, 
however, still hale and hearty, so 
they frequently exhorted him to di- j
vide his estate among them,

proprietors have so much faith 
in its curative powers that they of
fer One Hundred Dollars for nnv

by Jerusalem, for it is
city of the great King. Neither j hi Ruth, ii. 20; iii, 9, etc., it is 
shall thou swear by thy head, be-1 near kinsman” or in th
cause thou canst not make one hair 
white or black. But let your com
munication be, Yea, yea ; nay, nay ; 
for whatsoever is more than these 
comcth of evil." Could any denun
ciation be more vehement 
our women against

margin
one that hath right to redeem." 

all of which is at least suggestive of 
the precious truth that the Avenger 
whom the sinner has a right to fear 
has taken upon Himself our nature, 
made Himself one of us, sin excepted

iunl children and also I and, having no sin of His own suf- 
among the men than those words of fered our sins to be laid upon Him,

l»nd by dying in our stead the just 
suicidal habit be- for the unjust has become our Rc- 

-ause it runs directly counter to the deemer, our true City of Refuge. lie 
expressed commands of God. Albert ; also is Himself the prepared way 

There is not in | (John xiv, G; Heb. x, 20), and

Jesus Christ 
Profanity is

Barnes once wrote, 
the universe more cause for amaze
ment than God’s forbearance in his 
dealings with the blasphemer." But 
that God will ultimately punish 
those who take his name in vain 
there is no doubt. The Bible di»- 
tinctly asserts it. And that God 
sometimes instantly punishes the sin 
of blasphemy is also unquestioned.
Incident upon incident can be cited 
to illustrate this fact.

I hate written this sermon upon 
the blasphemer's condemnation for
this purpose : I want to make t|:e ! from all condemnation 
b.asphemcr realize his awful danger resurrection from the 
and, by the grace of God, to rescue , really makes us free, for 
him if possible from the awful de- , not risen we arc yet in

. _______  He
Himself welcomes all who come to 
Him and assures them of their eter
nal safety (John x, 27, 28).

6. He shall dwell in that city un
til the death of the high priest.

If at any time he was found out
side of the city before the death of 
the high priest, the avenger was
free to kill him if he found him
(Num. xxxv, 26-28). and here is 
suggestion of the truth that by the 
death of our High Priest on the 
cross in our stead wc are made free 

It is His 
dead that 
if He he

our sins (1

proposal, which he, naturally en
ough, stoutly declined to entertain.

•Several evenings ago, as the ven
erable patriarch was returning home
ward with a mule Iqden with dates, 
his eldest son went out to meet him, 
and, after confronting him with an 
ultimatum, which he rejected w^th 
contempt, pulled out a pistol and 
shot him through the heart. The 
murderer and bis brothers 
to flight, but they wore 
ter a hot chase. They would inev, 
tably have been lynched had not the ! 
gendarmes strained every nerve 
protect them.

cool i?180 that fai,f* to cure. Send for
list of testimonials 

Address, F. J. CHENEY & CO 
Toledo, O.

Hold liy druggists, 75c.
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CONSIDERATE.

"You say." remarked the debonair 
, nu /chtor’ ''that I am owing more 

rs then took lS°mChn^aB a,',iyl><M!y <V,S0 th,U your 
captured af- "V C.°“.the,r t,ooks? 
would inevi- ..E.’ , replied the collector.

. person
to b!

WEEPING AT A WEDDING.
A Chinese marriage is all ceremony 

-no talk, no levity and much cry- j

And that I am about the only 
with whom they have trou- 

e in getting their money?"
',rU^At’s what they told me." 
"Young man, I like your looks and 

1 I,kc your manner, and I’m going 
to be a friend to you. I hate to 
have that debt knocking about my

fng. The solemnity of a funeral pre- aCCOUîîts’.bl,t for y°ur sake I’ll put 
vails. After the exchange of pro- !!p w.ith I were to pay up.
sents the bride is dressed with much !. 0 c,umces aro ten to one that yourcare in a rod gown, brocade or^silk! 
ii she can get it ; lier eyelashes are 
painted a. deep black and she wears 
a heavy red veil attached to a scar
let headdress from which imitation 
pearls are pendant over the fore
head. A feast is spread upon »
table, to v* ' ' *..................
led by five of her best female friends. 
Ih.'y arc seated at the table, but 
no one vats. -The utmost silence pre
vails, when finally the mother leads 
off the cry, the maids follow and the 
bride echoes in the chorus. Then nil 
the bridesmaids leave the table, and 
the disconsolate mothci 
beside the chair of state where 
bride sits. The bridegroom 
enters. with four of his best 
The men pick up the throne

firm would find collections so 
that they would discharge you, «.m 
then 1 should never forgive my seif.’

easy
and

COLLECTION OF MENUS, 
lady.. , , . - . - ~ , 17 , . - recently oficroa the New

to which the blushing bride is j \°rk Public Library a remarkable
&iffc. !t consists of 1,000 menus, 
each from a different hotel or res
taurant. Some are from Hungary 
China, .Japan. and Russia, 
donor stipulates that the men 
to be kept scaled until 1950, 
is her desire that the coming 

takes a seat jerutions may see what thea
ters ate.

Argument of Scientist to Show 
Men Lived to a Very Great 

Age.
In scientific or quasi-scicntific in

terpretations of the old testament,, 
attempts have been made to explain 
away the repeated and définit» 
statements as to the longevity of the 
first generations of men—of Adam 
and his descendants. Is it possible 
that men actually lived a thousand 
years in those times—in amazing 
contrast with the present span of 
life, which, indeed, goes back to the 
Psalmist’s era? "The days of our 
years aro three score years and 
ten," said the Psalmist, "and if by 
reason of strength they may be four 
score years, yet is their strength la
bor and sorrow; for it is soon cut 
off, and we fly away." How is this 
to be reconciled with tho chronicles 
of the Bible?

This and similar questions relat
ing to the longevity, physical con
ditions, and environments of hu
manity in biblical times are discuss
ed in a book just published in Rus
sia by a learned physician, A. A. 
Piasetski. The title of the work is 
"Medicine According to the Bible 

and the Talmud," and it is an at
tempt to prove tho complete accur
acy of the statements of fact made 
in the old testament in regard to 
early mankind.

LIVED NEARLY 1,000 YEARS.
A full account and review of this 

book appears in the Nov0ye Vremya, 
which praises the book as sound, 
reverent, scholarly, and ingenious. 
The article is condensed by the Lib
rary Digest in the following free 
translation:

“Eight of the forefathers lived 
nearly a thousand years each. Adam 
lived 930 years, Seth 912, and so 
on until Enoch, who lived only 365 
years, and of whom the Bible intim
ates that he died prematurely. Of 
each of the others it is said, ‘And he 
died,’ implying a perfectly natural 
cause, while of Enoch it is said: 
‘And he was not, for God took him.' 
Lamech’s days were 777 and No&li 
950. YVhen we reach Ter ah, the 
change is striking; for his days were 
only 205 years, and there is no in
timation of any special cause of 
death. Abraham, who ‘died in a 
good old age, an old man, and full 
of years,’ lived altogether 175 
years.

"How is this decline in longevity 
to be explained? The skeptics hold 
that in the antediluvian period our 
month was called a year, and that, 
therefore, the average length of life 
was eighty years. But the Bibio 
distinctly recognizes a monthly and 
an annual period of time, and the 
theory in question is purely arbi
trary and fanciful.

TO BE TAKEN LITERALLY.
"There is no reason tor doubting 

the literal accuracy of the Bible's 
reckoning. The conditions of ante
diluvian humanity were such as to 
permit the length of individual life 
alleged in the Bible. There were, 
we know, giants in those days. The 
animals, too, were of stupendous and 
colossal proportions, as the bone» 
discovered in the earth's strata ful
ly attest. YVe must apply different 
measures and different criteria to 
tho beings of that era.

"If the men were giants, their or
ganisms were naturally stronger and 
their health infinitely better. It 
could not well be otherwise. Tho 
climate of Mesopotamia (the cradle 
of the human race) is even now 
mild, warm, bénéficient, and favor
able to longevity. Then it was 
much more so. And men led differ
ent lives. They lived under the 
smiiing sky, needed no buildings to 
shelter them and undermine their 
vitality; there was food in abund
ance on every hand, to be had prac
tically without exertion. The trees 
were laden with fruit, the rivers 
teemed with fish, and the meat of 
one animal sufficed for weeks.

CAUSES OF LONGEVITY.
"Again, tho use of fermented 

liquids was totally unknown; the 
grape was not among the fruits eat
en by early mankind, and conse
quently alcoholism with all its evils 
was absent. Marital life was the 
natural condition, and apparently 
offspring were equally divided "be
tween males and tenia<cs. so that 
neither sex had a preponderance. 
There was no vice nor violation of 
natural law.

"To all this must be added tho 
entire freedom from the diseases duo 
to congestion and tho sundry other 
evils of dense population. There 
was no rivalry, no anxiety, no 
"struggle for life," and no tax up
on the nervous system. Death could 
come only from violence or old age.

"In short, in 3,000 years the av
erage of human life fell from up
ward of 900 to 260 years, and as a 
result of natural causes."

LOYAL ELOQUENCE.
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bridegroom, form in procession and 
lk around the room or into an 

adjoining parlor. signifying that he 
is et frying lier away to his own 
honu'. The guests then throw rice at 
the happy couple—a custom we have 
borrowed from the heathen.
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Imv people Know what love is,' as between 
well as we?

"O, yes; love ig color blind.’

Cook—"That was 
stor; been to call on mo." 

V.V1,1 st-v,ish hul.v in I-luo 
* 'The1 latindresk." "Then 

y;is the plain woman 
"The missus."

Of every 1 10 shots which strike 
(some soldier, forty-three will lodge 
; in the legs, thirty-three shots will 
lodge in the arms, twenty-two strike 

neck and breast, one in the 
of

As a sample of loyal eloquence, 
this effort by an Australian school
master will be hard to beat: "King 

I Edward is now sovereign over a 
continent, 100 peninsulas, 500 pro
montories. 100 lakes, 2,000 rivers,

I and 10,000 islands. He waves his 
hand, and 900,000 warriors march 

j to battle to conquer or die; he 
I bends his head, and at the signal 
j 1 ,000 ships of war and 100,000 sail- 
! °i’s perform his bidding on the 
ocean. lie walks upon the earth, 

,und 30,000,000 human beings feel 
! the least pressure of his foot The 
! Assyrian Empire was not so popu- I lous. The Persian Empire was not 
so powerful. The Carthaginian Em
pire was not so much dreaded. The 
Spanish Empire was not so widely 

i diffused. The Roman Empire was 
hi | weak in comparison, and Greece was 

a small village." No wonder the 
people cheered.

neck, and eleven shots some part 
the soldier’s head..

A little boy was once asked by an 
artist^ friend to define drawing. 
"Oh," lie replied, "drawing ig 
thinking, and then marking round 
the think.."-


