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“ A GOLD LADEN BEEHBT"

OR
The Impecunious Adventuress.

CHAPTER X.
A PAIR OF SCOUNDRELS,

“Took here, Ashley, it stands to rea-
son.that you must be in this game,
or ‘you would have kicked hard before
now. Under the circumstances, I must
say that I have a sort of right to
knpw.”

“xy dear Redman,” replied the Hon-
ornb).e Arthur Ashley, “to put matters
qulte plainly, you have no right what-
ever to- interfere in-a purely family
matter such as this is.”

“Qh, haven’'t 1?” replied Mr. Walter
Redman, leaning back in his chair and
looking up at the ceiling of his dining
room in Russell 'Mansions. “Surely
you haven’t forgotten—"

“No, my dear chap, I've not forgot-
ten; one doesn't forget the kind of
thing that yon were going to allude to;
but I've learned something since I
was fool enough to—well, manufac-
ture that .policy of underwriting,
which, of all the idiotic contrivances,
was about the most unspeakably ridi-
culous that a really good business
man like yourself ever became mad
enough to think about.”

“You may be right or wrong,” said
Mr. Redman, bringing his teeth to-
gether with a snap, “but you mustn’t
forget that piece of paper, and certain
others, are still in existence.”

“There isn’t the slightest necess!ty
to remind me of that) my dear fellow,”
roplied Ashley, thrusting his hands
into his trousers pockets and spread-
ing his legs wide apart. “I know that
they exist, and that a fortnight or so
20 they did give you a certain
mount of hold over me.”

=A hold that is still strong enough,
metaphorically speaking, to take you
by the neck, my dear Ashley, and run
you into the nearest police station, on
a charge, or rather two or three
charges, of forgery, which would be
quite enough to get you a sentence of
seven of the best years which you'll
ever see.”

“BoshI”

“Enr”

“Don't you know—you, one of the
most successful private detectives in
London, and, therefore, the most un-
scrupulous—that the offense of com-
pbunding a felony is considered by
Tnglish law to be about as bad as
rommitting the felony itself?”

“I'm afraid I don’t quite take your
meaning.”

“Rubbfsh, my dear Redman. You
can’t bluff me like that; you ought to
know me better. Let me put the thing
into plain terms, and show you ex-

artly where we stand.”

*As you seem to have an idea that
we don’t stand exactiy where we did,” 1
veplied the othep angrily, “perhaps iti
would be -~ well i you explained
niatters » little more clearly. Person- !
ally, 1 don’t like conundrums in busi-:
ness, and for the last two or three |
minutes, you've practically been ‘ask-
fng me, “When is a forgery not a

torgery?” * '

+*] can answer that at once,” laugh-
ed Ashley. “It's when the other fellow
daren’t prosecute you for it. See?”

“Not at present,” said /Mr. Redman;
taking a fresh cigar out of his case,
“and, therefore, it may be as well if
you'll be good enough to shed the
light of your superior intelligence
upon my own mental darkness.”

He spoke with a slowness and de-
liberation which constituted a some-
what bad mistake for such a clever
man as he was, because Ashley knew
at once that he was afraid of some-
thing, that he recognised him mnow,
not as a man who was at his mercy,
but as one who might possibly be an
enemy, and that was fhe last thing
that he ought to have done with such
aa unprincipled scoundrel as he knew
that the Honorable Arthur Ashley to
be. -
“My .dear Redman, I'm surprised
that you, with all your undoubted
ability and proved experience, should
not have seén how completely the
position has changed during the last
fornight. In the first place, this fel-
low Mirkham has bowled us cl=an
out; and you know as well as I do
that there isn’t a member of the firm
who dare produce that policy of uu-
derwriting in open court; if we did,
he would have us by the hair in a mo-
ment.”

“I must confess that I don’t at all
see how that affects me,” said Mr,
Redman, after a few moments’ pon-
templation of the end of his cigar.

“Just you let me get the secondly,
as the parsoms say, before you inter-
rupt, my dear chap,” laughed Ashley,
with a carelessness which was not at
all pleasant to the senior partner of
Redman & Co. “As I was going to say,
the publication of that unsigned will
has knocked the ground from under
our feet, After all, thére are in this
country such things as justice and
equity, as well as law; and what is
perhaps more to the point is the fact
that your rupecu'd‘ colleagues in this
business are not above taking their
price.”

“What the devil do you mean? And,
for goodness sake, drop that mnon-
sense, and come to the point, what-
ever it is.”

“Just arriving at it,” replied Ash-
ley, with exasperating slowness, “only
you will keep interrupting a fellow
so. You see, that Kenneth Markham,
with his infernal honesty, or, as I
suppose you'd call it, unbusinesslike
methods, has sacrified the whole of
his father’s private fortune to ligui-
date the debts of these companies
which you and .others knew a good
deal more about than the late lament-
ed Markham, senior, did; wherefore,
the document which you, in the pres-
ence of witnesses, asked me to manu-
facture, is as useless to us collective-
ly as it is to you individually—I mean
as a personal menace against myself.”

“We can very soon see about that,”
replied Redman, with a snarl.

“You shall see about it at once, my
dear fellow,” huéhed Ashley. “You
have asked me to enlighten your

’durkneas, and I wlll You know, of
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course, that my respected, if somewhat
debilitated, cousin, Sir Arthur Evers-
ley, has placed himself in the care of
the fair Lilias and her aunt, and that
he's going through a sort of alcoholic
cure in that house up at Hampstead,
which they took so suddenly under
the advice of Doctor Edward Mat-
hews; but what you don’t know I8
that, last night, he signed a will, leav-
ing everything that he possesses to
the fair Lilias, in case he dies un-
married. If he doesn’t, he will marry
Lilias, which will come to about the |
same thing.”

“Good heavens, man!
mean that?”’

You don’t

\_*“I do; and, what is more, I want {0,
tell you that I shall benefit to such |
an extent under the arrangement—
you know there’s forty thousand a'!
year, and about half a million’s worth !
of real estate, houses, furniture, pic-
tares, family jewels, and so on—that !
I could buy your respected partners
over your head. That's the situation.s
Now, perhaps you will begin to see!
how ridiculous you would look if you
prosecuted me for forgery, and had to
appear in the dock beside me, charged
with compopnding a felony, and con-
victed, as you would be, on the evid-
enge of your own partners and manag-
ing clerk. They would have no scru-
ples about turning king's evidence

{ ward Mathews, and in which, to the
! utter but helpless disgust of his heirs

; the whole of the first floor had been
{ arranged for the use and comfort of

against you, for an adequate consid-
eration; and accuse you of conspiring

Markhsm companies, by means of a'
forged document. FHow does 'that,
strike you, my dear Redman?”

“If you're telling the truth, Ash-
ley, it strikes pretty hard,” replied
Mr, Redman, after a couple of turns
up and down the room; “but the weak
link in your chain of argument, -if
you'll excuse me putting it so, is the
fair Lilias herself. How does she pro-
pose to render herself eligible for
matrimony ™

“You may take it from me that she | COR
won't trouble to do that,” replied Ash-
loy, stretching bis arms up over his
head. “A mle!oub arranged funeral
would be very much less trouble M
¥ wedding which might lead to awk-
Mﬁm later lll. Y.

“Exactly. 1 quite see the situation.

! hundred that he has earned.
to defraud the shareholders in thej

pounds in exchange for those slips of
paper—"

“Oh, yes of course, if you like to
{)ut it that way, my dear fellow—-"

“That 18 the way I propose to put
it. Do you agree?’

“Yes, certainly; granted always
that the fair Lillas gets the willk prov-
ed.”

CHAPTER XI.
HELD BY THE ENEMY,
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' 2736—This pleasing design may be
developed in lawn, linen, drili, percale,
seersucker, or gingham. The skirt is
a four gore model. The waist may
be finished with the wrist Ilength
sleeve, or with one in elbow length.

The Pattern is cut in 7 Sizes: 34, 36,
38, 40, 42, 44 and 46 inches bust meas-
ure. Size 38 requires 7% yards of
27 inch material. Width of skirt is
about 2% yards at the foot, with
plaits drawn out.

A Pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of lée. in
silver or lc. and 2c. stamps.

A POPULAR STYLE.

Pattern 3138 is here depioted. It
#s cut in 4 Sizes: 6, 8, 10 and 12

The house at Hampstead, to which
Sir Arthur Eversley had tmnsferred-
himselt on the advice of Doctor Hd-'

at law, he was being nursed by Mrs.
Lilias Ashley, under the supervision
of her aunt, was guite an ideal sort
of private sanitarium. It was a wide-
fronted house, of three stories, and

the distinguished patient.

Doctor Mathews, the owner of the
house, was one of those members of
the medical profession who have dis-
covered the fact that it pays a great
deal better to take charge of a few
special patients, who pay their fees
promptly and certainly, than to en-
gage in a general practice, in which
a man working hard dsy and night
thinks himself lucky if he gets
seventy-five pounds«tash out of every

Doctor Mathews made a specialty
of diseases resulting from overindul-
gence in alcohol and drugs, and in Sir
Arthur Eversley he had found a pati-
ent who was satisfactory from every
point of vigw. :

Some specialist might have object-
ed to the nursing arrangements which
Mrs. Ashley proposed, but he was
tactful enough to find no fault with | isk
them. Her beauty, her charm of man-
ner, and the arguments which she was
able to make use of, proved entirely

conyincing to him, so much so, indeed,
that he was quite content to accept
the nominal position of medical ad-
viser, who, in the event of anything
serious happening, could sign a desth
certificate, leave the manage-
xnm ot QQ m to Mre. Alhl!! and
her. lgnt. Bt
" (To be- oontiuud.)

ad!

Tafteta l&. i

years. Size 10 will require 1% yard
| of 27 inch materia! for the guimpe

and 3% yards for the dress. Thig
model would look well in blue taffeta,
with guimpe of batiiste or crepe, It
is also nice for linen, chambrey or
voile.

selected for the dress and silk cr

| crepe in a contrasting color for the

guimpe,
A pattern of this illustration mailed

t oany address on receipt of 13¢c. in
silver or stamps.

T

e

NO. oo ot o0 o0 Bw

BiSC co o oo s o5 o0 54 50 20 M4
Address in full;—

NAIS .o oo oe oo oo oo oo bo Sanl w
e 00, 0o oo Mﬂﬂ)‘\nhﬂﬁlﬂ'

o oo o be oo o 0o bel PO BE We So &

N
NOTE:—Owing to the continual ad-

vance in price of paper, Wages, 8i¢.

we are compelled to advance the prloi
of patterus to 16¢. ea.ch.

European Agency

Wholesale indents nronp

m gt lowelt c;mrim for g.ll ‘m

Did You Ever Sée Such
An llppnrtumty?
FREE!

ONE

PAIR

of PANTS with every Man’s Suit. pur-
chased at our Store this week.

‘We Have Suits

FROM

$22.0010 50,00,

This is what you call a real discount.
You can feel this one. Most discounts are
on paper only.

W. R. GOOBIE,

Is Just Opposite Post Office.

FREE !

VAN CAN AN ’ ‘
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J. J. ST JOHN.

JUST IN TIME.

40 VERY CHOICE TURKEYS.
SHIRRIFF’S ASSORTED JELLY POWDERS.
MINCE MEAT in Glass.
KIT COFFEE and. VI-COCOA.
ENGLISH SPICES, 10 brls. CRANBERRIES.
CALIFORNIA ORANGES, GRAPES and LEMOXS,
SHELLED WALNUTS and ALMONDS.
MARYEN’S FAMCY BISCUITS in tins.
GROUND NUTMEG, and the BEST 60c. and 65¢. TEA

in the city.

J. J ST JOHN.

Brown plaid suiting could be

CHEAP DRY GOODS

JUBT A FEW INTERESTING ITEMS FROM OUR LARGE
STOCK.

Ladies’ Hose, Black, White and Tan, 25¢. a pair_up.

Children’s Hose, Black, White and Tan, 20c. a pair up.

Men’s Half Hose, Black and Coloured, 30c. a palr up.

Curtain Serim, 26¢. to 85c. yard; Seersucker, 35c. & 40c. yard.

Shlrtllg), 85c. and 40c. yard; Flannelette, 35¢c. yard up.

Print Cotton, 30¢c. yard up; Lace, 2¢c. yard up.

Handkerchiefs, 4c. each aup; Ladies’ Blouses, $1.49 each up.

Boys’ Shirt Walists, Children’s Dresses, Children’s Sweaters,

Llulks’ Black Satin Hug-me-tight Vests, Latest Style Hand Bags
and a great many more articles that it would be.to your
advantage to price.

SMITH’S Dry Goods Store

RAWLINS’ CROSS.
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- .:-. OF EXCHANGE.

At v

“500 dozen KNIVES and FORKS.
200 dozen KNIVES ONLY.
100 dozen pairs SCISSORS.

100 dozen POCKET KNIVES.
300 dozen ASSORTED SPOONS.
200 dozen ASSTD. SHEATH%KNIVES

200 pairs ASSORTED CARVERS

100 dezen BREAD KNIVES.. . .
9UR PRICES 4 n.cggl‘mcmc.
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