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OFFICIAL EVIDENCE CHANCE
HARBOR AUTO ACCIDENT

The following is the official evid-
ence taken at the Inquest on Sun-
day the 18th on the Auto accident
at Chance Harbor on Saturday
the 17th. B

The Inquest was before Dr. Ken-
nedy and the following Jury;

S. Gammon (Foreman) Jas. D.
McKenzie John Chord A. C, Fraser
John Rogers “Jas. McGillyray Fred

th

you go to?

What time
1 should judge about 2 o’clock.
Where did you go from there?

PO>O

. To Little Harbor. g
A. What road did you go by? Q.
A. 1 went out along the main

Q. What part of Little Harbor did

A. 1 cannot say where most of| 4
e cottges are there. i
Q. Name one cottage?
A. 1 cannot do it. Q

. | dent?
street I do not know the name of it A

until we got to Little Harbor road.

Q. I gather from what Mr. Doull

) hat did tell
says when you came around the curvi i e W FUE A3 ot
you were going down a hill you can
not tell?

No sir.
Were you injured by the ac

Yes sir.

Q. You said it was not more than

curve that you sounded your horn?
min-
utes before I eame to the turn I sound=
ed my horn.

Yes sir it was two

Not over?
No sir.

You were some distance away

Johnson M. Horton S. Gordon A. :

" P 1 ‘he 1y
Allard L. -McFadgen. go? From the cottage where did you| = o
DR. M. R, MCDONALD. Sworn— A. Came back and started for ”‘::2"'.,
Truro. A.'

Examined by Dr. Knnedy;

Q. You practice in New Glasgow?
A. 1 do.

Q. Did you know the deceased?
No 1 did not.

Tell me what you know about
the case?

A. I was called a little after 4 o’-
clock and I got there as soon as I
possibly ceuld.

Q. What did you find when you
got there?

A. 1 found two ladies. They were

dead on the ground one of them was
five feet towards the road from the
automobile.

Q. Where was the automobile?

A On its side below the road.
Where was the other lady?

A. The other one was behind the

automobile and she was also dead but

1 found her body quite warm and I|gy rent over the bank. s z /

listened to her heart with stethos- skidded and went ove (6 A5 ¢ ¢ ‘:)u were gomg.lﬁ'mﬂes an, pasa to safety? you st(;gedvto put on your wraps?

cope so I could not find her heart and | gxamined by Mr. Doull; hour you®vere going a mile in 4 mine "5 1 {1ink they could. MA. ¥, 0 Smn'

{) ;Htmolmced ?\er\ e s Q. Was everything in wariing e mg' When did you get your license? R Hmmon; :Q I;:)nyr'r:\)x x:emember after you got
e my arrival. . &

T4 der} A. Last May. The road measure 12 feet from |y,01 on the road after being thrown

Q. She must have been living for
sometime after the accident.? o

A. Yes I think she was living for
sometime.

Q. What about the other lady?

A. The other one was perfectly
cold as showed there was some-
rupture of ‘the stomach because what|
she had eaten some time before then
was coming out of her mouth. She

t'iied as the result of internal injur-|gown on the hill and started up the ﬂg:t? ; ¢ i o A. McLaughlin.
g8, hill and started the car again I sound- o SWURE O t to, righE 1 4Q. Same size?
Q. What would cause that? ed it Q. Did you apply the brakes &t} ‘s No sir, it was a smaller model
. 4 9 . ’ .
A. It might be caused by the auto} Q. Did you hear any sound from | ONCe A5 amined by Mr. Doull;
Of course it was A. Yes sir just as soon as Isaw "~ Dou you remember passing a

tumbling over her.
caused by toming in contact with
some foreign body and I concluded
more then likely it was the automobile
on account of being alongside of the

i

Q. Before coming to the concfusion
as to the cause of death did you make
any enquiries of anybody?

all
plained.

X g

hind part of 11:,&;’ fﬂ'id' a8 it
were and they pulled her out. That
was the one that lived for a while.
Cross examined by Mr. Doull;

Q. We want particularly the case
of Mrs. Warren Ogilvie’s death.

A. Thatis theonel concluded got
the internal injuries. Mrs. Warren
Ogilvie.

Q. Confine your answers to Mrs.
Warren Ogilvie. When you examin-
ed her body and found no fractures
both limbs and arms were apparently
all right.

_A. There were no cuts that I saw
of courge I did not take her clothes
off and evidently there was nothing
only bruises.

'Q. What was your conclusion?

A. My conclusion was possibly she
died almost instantaneously from the
weight of the car.

LOUIS LANCE Sworn;

Examined by Dr. Kennedy

the ladies wanted to put on their coats
and I stopped the car and we just start-
ed ‘again and started around the turn
and as soon as I got around the turn A
1 saw a car about 10 feet ahead of me. Q

going at at this tme?

road that was due him he made no
move to get out of the road. I had
to give more I gave more the car A

could be heard at least a quarter of

sounded it not over two minutes be-
fore coming to the turn when I got

the other car?
i

you can tell how fast the car was go-

the car I looked to see how mmany
miles I had gone and one of the ladies
asked and wanted to know how far
we were from Pictou Landing. I look-

Q. What road did you go?
A. We were making for Pictou Q
Landing. A‘
Q.. What happened op the way? %
A. Nothing happened only some of Q

Q. Was it standing. still?

A. No sir . it was moving.§ Lo

A. Not over 15 miles an hour.

.Q What happened when you saw Q
the other car ahead of you? :

A. 1 tried to give him half the

A. Nothing wrong with any part
g Ak
Q. Brakes all right.

Q. What about your horn?
A My horn was in good order

mile I sounded it at every turn. I A

A.. No Sir.
Q. Was there anything by which

A

ng.
A.. Yes just as soon as I started

car

_speedometer then and it
only 10 miles.
What geatg &

A: Yes.
Q. What gear did you start on?
A. Low changed to intermediate
and from that to high.

Q. Going around this turn were
you going down grade?

A. I should think from the way 1
look at it now I was on the level go-
ing up hill more on the level 1 am
not positive about it more on the
level than it was down hill.

Q. Seeing you do not recollect that
positively what would make the car

skid?

*A. Applying brakes not having—
on the wheels.

Q. There was sand there would
that have anything to do with it?
A. Not to any degree a car with
seven grown people in it can hold its

()

power is taken from the rear wheels
it makes it skid.

Q. Do you recollect there being
sand there?

A. Yes sir. r

ployed as a Chaffeur?
A. Employed for

years previous to the war.

Cross examined by Mr. MacDonald
Q. Have you a license?
A. Yes sir.

T u i p - 4
Q o-you consider yourself thor had gotten bver when he first saw

oughly qualified to run a car?
A. Yes sir.

Q. When did you leave Truro?| . o
Left Truro Frid s ;
Q eWho :lcrcomp:nig ;(:‘t:;rnoon A.' He had as much as I had. It
A. Mrs. Wirfen Ogilvie M;-s Bon certainly looks as if I gave him all the
nell Mrs. Sponagle Mrs. Moxon roon
M'rs. Boyd and Mrs. Cameron.
: 3 Cross examired by Mr. Macdonald;
oD m th ? R R
2 NZ 5:?;1 oD Sue. o Q. What kind of a car was it?
Q' Wh(; (;wns Hhe Conrd A. MecLaughlin 27 horse power 7
1 . £ 52 passenger.
A. Mrs. Warren Ogilvie. : h £
Q. What time did you leave Truro? ca?”. Who did you see in this other
A. Buirwash % fror}t seat I think I saw some chil-
Q. Sad whe.re did you go to trom dren in the back seat but not posi-
j < tive.
9 ¥ F
thf\re. B o, i M el i Q. You did not know who was driv
4k ST - *| ing?
Q. What time did you get\o New A. No_sir.

Glasgow?

A. Approximately 11.45 on Friday

night. .

Q. From New Glasgow where did

you , go?

A. Westayed in New Glasgow un-

till the next day.

period of 11|the other car at all.

Q. Do you know if you touched

A Ithink I did but not really pos-
3| itive.

Q. Was there room to pass?

A. There would have been if he

me.
Q. Of course there was not much

Q. When you came around this
curve did you swing to the right or
to the left? :

A. To the left.

Q. Were you going up hill or down

Q.

1 was probably 50, 60 or 70
yards. ;

Did you sound the horn?

1 sounded the horn when I
started the
I am taking your own state

ment made by yourself that !
about two minutes before you camej
to the curve that you sounded the horng

car.

it w

Yes sir.

You were travelling 15 miles
an hour?
I do not think I was I cbuld}
Q. What rate of speed were YOU! .4 pove heen going 15 miles an hougl
for when I lodked at my speedomet
last it registered 10 miles an hm;ﬂ‘1
You said you stopped the car
and started the car around the turn
you saw a car about 10 feet ahead of
you and you also stated you were not
going over 15 miles an hour.

Yes sir. .

Q. When did you first see the
other car were you seated on the right

A Yes sir. a4 A.left‘

On the left.

Q. Therefore you would not see the| A
other car as soon as if you were seats g
ed on the right? }

I think I would see it quicker
Q. Did you swing from left to

the other car I applied the brakes.
Q. Had it been raining yesterday?

. A little.

Q. Did you find it made the road
very slippery?
« A, No gsir?
1 came up today from Pictou
with a good Chauffeur and we had to
slow down several times because my

skidded on the road.

A. We hadn’t enough rain gven,
> at the| Put AP the top, ’ .

v

A. 1 do not think it was due

that as I did not have speed enough
to throw it over the bank.
Q. Your car skidded on the rear
wheel when you applied the brake?

2. Yes.

ver first.?
A. T do not know.

A. No sir.

A. No Sir.

own in sand and running along it A. No sir.
will cut its own line. It is when the Mr. Gammon;
Q. ‘Mr. Lance how many feet

would you need to stoq still?

A. 30 feet.

Q. Your name is Louis Lanre?l 2 e h it"®

A. Yes sir Q. What position was the other!you hear 179" | ner

9. o iness? i car in when you saw it first. A. 1donot think I could.

(X ‘g}?:\tt‘:eitm i A. On the middle of the road. Q. Do you think 15 miles an hour ‘L“St :s ve g};)tdaround, the cor-
. J e - : from |is a fair rate of speed to go round a| ner§ heard somebady scream, there

Q. Where d;; you live? ix"Q How far; were,you away HORM ) wive? igafpr. 1 did not hear any sound. I

A. Truro . S, : : : : thi our car touched the other one.

Q. How long have you been em-{ A. 10 feet when I first saw it. A. As a general rule itis a|I'¥ myself being thrown over. All

slow rate of speed for a car.
Q. Travelling pretty fast it ought

to be going 50 miles an hour.
A. A car 15 miles an hour

very slow.
Mr. Gammon;
Q. If you met a woman witha

done?

time.

Mr. MacDonald

that point.

Dr. Kennedy;

Mr, Macddnald;

Q. Did you speak to the
that were in the car?

A, Yes sir.

Q! There was a chauffeur and

A, Yes sir.

hill?
A, I think I was going up & hill,

20 miles you were going?
A. No rir,

| going at auy speed?

{you were going at and the rate of

- it neve prinkifd enougn .
‘tover my windshield. :
Q. Then you do not think the skid- | Q.
ding of the car was due to any rain-
what about sand?

Q. Wheich end of your car went | deill

Q. Did you hear the other horn i}
blow?

Q. Did the other car stop to let
you pass?

Q. You cannot judge how fast he
was going?

Q. Answer me this if those horns| o

were blowing simultaneously could

through sand pulling up that way is

and waggon what would you have

A. 1 would have stopped the car,
she would not be going near as fast| the
as I would and I would have lots of

Cross-examined;
Q. What is the width of the road at | sebit

A. The road is 12 feet wide.

Q. Did you measure that road?
A. Nosir it is about 12 feet wide?
Q. Did anyone else medsure it?

other gentleman and a little boy,

Q. Did you tell the other gent];.
man whose car it was_ it wasn't over| sl

Q. You did not tell him you were

" A, Iam pretty positive I did not.
1 know what I did.

'Q. You were excited naturally
when this accident occurrd over the|,
dies that were in the car and the "
her two being killed. You know

af

"A. I said nothing about the speed.
%aid something about his blowing his
That, was the conversation we

It wasn’t Mr. Notebaert that
& blowing his horn it was the man
t was running his car.

Q. Did you say anything to Mr.
aughton the man who was driv-
the car about blowing the horn?
"A. No I did not.

Mr. Mcdonld—He is the man who
ught to have blowed the horn.)
gamined by Dr. Kennedy—

Q. Considering the rate of speed

speed the other car was going was
here plenty room to pass to safety?

Q. If you were quite slow enough |y
Wh of you you could have passed in

safety.
J7A. 1f he had been on the left side|
of the road, there would have been| |

H;.'Gammon;
Q. Do you think Mr. Lance, that

A 4 a
two cars coming 15 miles an hour could

bank to bank, a bank on the high side|
and gulch on the low side, there i 3
only 12 foot of road.

+Q. Do you know the width of
your car?

6 feet 9.

. Q. That would leave less than 6
feet for the other car.

Q. You do not know what the ot-
er car was?

séhool house?
A. No, I do not.

*;RS. CAMERON, Sworn, Examined
4 by Mr. MacDonald;

You were one of the parties
coming from Truro and landing at
Lifkle Harbor, were you not.
Yes  sir.

,,'*"_...’. 3 po
bor going toward Pictou Land
Yes sir, i
What oc¢ourred then?
.1 remember that we had just
stofjped to get some wraps, just as
to| welBtarted I noticed we were near-
ingkhe curve and the horn was blow-
inglour horn, and someone screamed,
thee is a car. °
8. How far would it be from where
yottstopped that time until the aceci-
occurred.?
i I am not a judge of distances.
1 dbnot tell you.
Have you any idea?
! I do not know, I am not sure
It wbuld be a short distance.
Q1 Would it be 5 minutes time?
41 1 tannot tell you, it was a very
sh" time, we were going at a very
lowfhte of speed, I am sure of that.
I, What kind of road did you
find§it?
il very good road.
@l Were you going at a good rate
of Peed?
& No we were not, we were going
at dlow rate,
You were in the car, what hap-
pend after you got arougd the cor.

I lodw was being thrown clear of the
cprd I thought it went down right
do 1 was thrown right out.
g What seat were you sitting on

I was sitting on the right hand
sidedf the car and the car went over.
I thrown right out and I sus-
tain@l injury to my arm

and

hors

Where was the other car?
/AJ1 think just as we came along
the & was standing in the center of
ad. T am not sure of it. I
" ' omeone asked Mrs. Moxon to
drivéihe car and she got in the car,
and B sister and I were standing
arid W had plenty of room and the car
to be standing in the centre
of oad, right after the accident
eytached the ropes to the other

Why did they attach ropes.
o try to pull the other car out
re you sure the car was stand-
e centre of theroad?
am sure the car was standing
entre of the road. That was
Wression. Conscientiously I

men

an

a4 sdmed there was a car and my
imprefign was it was on the centre
1"‘ ad and our driver seemed to
N and we touched his wheel.

Examied by Mr. Doull;

the school house?
A. 1'do not remember, but I heard| ¢ragh into
p everybody up. or g
thg school house and it was not very
r, someone mentioned. width cannot possibly pass at that
L point?

back it was?

horn? s

curve. before we came to it. about 2
minutes,

distance if you think just a minute?
at all he had blowed and was very
careful
to me he was blowing a great many|y

times, because we had remarked be-
fore that how careful he was. stood.

Mr. MacDonald

‘room enough to pass to safety, 3

as I came up and Mrs. Moxon
was on the right side.

position of the Stellarton car after
the accident?
A. She had the centre of the road.|narrow?

car had been on the side of the road
dnd. moved to the centre of the road.

Your chauffeur was Mr, Louig|

car the cther cer until some- years my own car

Q. Do you remember of seeing

terwards that they had ran back to

Q. I was just wondering how far

A. I cannot tell you .
Q. Which seat were you in?

Q. ‘What did “you say about the
A. Our horn, was blowing. 1 heard

Q. When was it blowing?

Q. 'Two minutes. would be a long

A. Two minutes if any distance

about his horn and seemed |,

Q. He blew it more than once?
A.' Several times from the time

Q. Do you remember the school
ouse there?

it after the accident.,
Q. You cannot tell me how far
way from the curve it was when

ut on the bank whether you saw any | r
ne of the left hand side of the road

A. Yes Isaw Mrs, Sponagle just
she

Q. What I want to find out is the

Q. You do not know whether that

A. No it did not move. .

Mr. MacDonald—

Q. How do you know it did not
move?

A. I know it did not move.

Dr. Kennedy;—

Q. How long were you down the
bank before you came up.

A. I was thrown out and came
right up.
Mr. Johnston—
ear your driver say t

Q. Did you h ur
¢ ‘ elloy l,wﬁj\gt mydhn

MRS. E. J. MOXON Sworn Exam-
ined by Dr, Kennedy;

Q. You were one of the, parties in
this car coming from Truro to New
Glasgow?

Yes sir.

. You remember the accident.

Very distinctly.

You knew the deceased?

. Very well.

She was in the car. with you

A. Yes, .

Q. What do you know about the
speed at which the driver was going
at that time?

A. I know it was very low as I
drive a McLaughlin myself. I was
directly behind the driver in thelittle
seat when we stopped to put on our
wraps and Mr. Lance had oaly start
ed the car.

Q. Was the car in intermediate
gear?

A. It wag in intermediate gear.
Q. Did you see this other car?
A, I saw it in a minute it came
very suddenly upon us: there was no
alterative but to smash into the oth-
er or go over the bank. I knew it
was coming and held on to the little
seat as if I were pulling it.

Q. Were you hurt very much?

A. Just my head.

Q. Were you under the car.
A. I was completely under the car
and there was just a hold in the ground
that saved my head from being crushed
My body was right under and I was
still holding on to the ba when Isaw
a ray of daylight and got myself out
Q. You are of the opinion that
your car was_going very slowly.?

A. It was going very slow.

Q. You came down a hill did you?
road was level.

_Q. Did you descend a hill just pre-
vious to that?

A. I do not remember.
Exainined by Mr. Doull;

Q. In relation to the school house.
The place where you stopped before.
was it nearer the seat of the accident
or the the school house.

A. Nearer the seat of the accident
very much only a little distance away
it was only a very shor distance.
Q. Have you driven a car?

A. 1 have driven a car for two
yea I had Mrs. Og-
ilvieg away last week myself. i

Q. When you did go around this

a very short time,

3 1 bk the cur fell straight dows.
2 sure,

A, There wasn't a minute, there

" was no time. I knew we were going

down the bank right off and I mechan-
ically gripped the thing and pressed my
feet to pull the brakes had I seen
there was nothing else to do bat to

A. Back seat on the right side?| gl the others.
not have gotten by.
place.

for me
said you ¢an drive 8 car.
was Mr, Cameron or someone. I got
in the car and asked the little boy

was it a McLaughlin.

way up the
ten by very Inicely.

was'r
between the car and the bank. t

Dr.

RA8S W)

A. 1 have the impression that the

the other car and smash
o over the bank.

Q. As 1 figure it ,two cars of that

A. I came out with Dr. McKay

and we had great difficulty getting
passed Mr. Notebaert’s car 80 did

I am suré I could
1t is a very bad

Q. When yousaw the other car was

that distinetly. it in motion?

A. It had just stopped I do not

A. Just when we were nearing the|jike to say it was in the middle of the
road it was quite far enough away

to get it distintly, Someong
I think it

1 said I can-
ot drive this car I haven't the nerve
got out. I did not tou'ch the gear

the car did not move from where it

Q. Did the horn blow?
A. 1 remember very distinetly.

we started after we got fixed up that|that our horn was blowing 8o much
remember distinctly. that Mrs. Ogilvie said do not blow
Croes examined. |the horn so much it makes us deaf,
Cross: examined by Mr. MeDonald—

Q. Do I understand you to say

A. No sir only someone mention-|thatn your ‘opinion it would not be
possible for two cars of that width to
pass there except with the greatest
diffiulty?

A. If the,other car had been half
ank wé could have gof-

Q. Where was the car?
A. wasn’t in the centre of tus
oad.fdo not think quite as there
m enough for me to get in on
he bank side.
Q. We also understnad you to

say that it was not in the centre of
the

road?
A. I do not think quite in the

center of the roadr

Q. The road is unquestionably ver

A. I think so.

Q. You say that you drove with
McKay?

A. Later on in the evening I ex-

perimented on more than one car.

Q. Do you understand that when
this experiment was made that one
car was put close to the bank as pos-
sible?

A. Yes.

Q. The question is a simple one as
to whether or not it was made clear
by actual éxperiment that by putting
a car, close up to, the bank, as far as
Jou could on one side, and try to 3

gnothe: ien it.and

MRS. J. E, SPONAGLE sworn;
Dr. Kennedy;

Q. You were one of the parties
coming from Truro?

A. Yes sir,

Q.. You no doubt saw the accident
down on the Little Harbor Rd?

A. Yes,

Q. Were you injured?

A. No, T just got a small scratch
on tHe face.

Q. Do .you remember
the other car there?

meeting

A. Yes.
Q. Did you see it?
A.. . 1 saw it. i

Q. How far away from the car
were you when you saw it?

A. I do not know.

Q. Were you thrown from the car?

A. 1 was thrown clear out of the
car.

Q. You afterwards came back up
into the road.

A. Yes.

Q. Did you notice the other car
there

AT dith

Q. Where was it?

A. Mrs. Moxon and I walked up
to the school house for aid, and as'I
was coming back, I have a distinct
recollection’ of noticing the position
of the other.tar and our track that
slewed off and I should say*that the
front of the other car met our track
that slewed off just like that.

Q. How near was that to the mid-
dle of the road? -

A. I did aot notice that the other
car had gotten off its track any, I
think it was on the regular track as
near as I can remember, but I could
distinctly see the position of their car
and our car slewing off as I came back
from the school house. .

Q. Was their car up close to the
bank? 3 g

A" Their car wasn't up close to the
bank, I should judge it was in the reg-
ular track.,

Q. Do you think the car was go-
ing a t a rapid rate of speed there?

A. 1 cannot say anything,

Q. Are you accustomed to running
cars?

A. No sir.

Examined by Mr. Doull—

Q. Were you thrown clear away
from the car? .

A. Yes_ sir.

Q. Were you unconscious at all?

A. I came right up. We all came
up directly, there was no delay at all
and I never dreamed for an inat&n!‘:

turn and meet the other car thate was) that there were any of us that didn’t

‘eome_up,. until someone said the
Were two here yet, Mt

e " ‘Continued on page 8
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