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UNION MEMBERS THROW 
SEARCHLIGHT OF REASON 

ON OUR PUBLIC AFFAIRS.

OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION 4
,«e “ NEWFOUNDLAND ” DISASTER.

> <
Monday, April 27th.

William J. Martin (sworn) examined ship, 
by Hutchings, K.C.—

l did not think it would b? neces­
sary to enter the barometer when the 
£iass was working steadily between 
’hose limits. If the glass was below 
29.70 and began to go up I would 
make an entry between these limits.
\ made the entry on the 19th of Mar.,
K>14, 29.70, as that was the lowest I 
had seen from the time we left* St. 
John's.

I made the entry 29.90 on Saturday, 
the £lst, because the glass went up 
-lowly. I made an entry of 30.00 on 
Sunday, the 22nd of March, because 
I was watching the glass going up 
steadily. I don’t know why 1 muds 
no entry on the 20th of March, altho’
1 made an entry on the 19th, 21st, 
and 22nd.

me that they had got" aboard their crowd. Jones was there for a short 
while but left and stayed with one of 
the other watches.

mm m * Didn’t Go Specially.
I happened to be talking to the cap­

tain and I asked him about the New­
foundland’s crew. ,1 spoke to Yetman 
by himself. I did not go specially for 
the purpose of asking him about the 
Newfoundland’s crew, but it wras after 
I had spoken to the captain. I raised 
the question of the Newfoundland’s 
crew to Yetman. I did not tell him I 
had been speaking to the captain, nor 
I did not tell him the captain’s an­
swer.

<tr ■ i$0të I had a fire and had to look out for 
Jones’s, and the man Pear, that the 
second hand said he was looking out 
for. Pear died on the pan that night. 
Of 8 or 10 who died that night only 
one belonged to my watch. If Jones 
had taken his 30 men to another pan 
with their ropes and gaffs and lit a 
fire and looked after them as I did, 
they would have fared better, and 
my men would have fared better too.

My men being ahead in the march

(Mr. Jennings Continued)
The first two 1 have noticed hap­

pen to be Fortune Harbor and Three 
Arms. At those places tlie operators 
receive a salary of $240 each, - while 
the operators at a great number of 
places of equal size or probably, 
larger, only get $120.

1 think that of the 200 (or a little 
more) operators in outports, 118 get 
under the sum of $200.

Now, I don’t see why a place like 
Three Arms should get the same sal­
ary as Twillingate. I don’t know’ 
who fixed the salaries, and did not 
bother myself to find out, but I con­
sider it unfair..

1 think a readjustment of those 
salaries would be beneficial to all 
concerned. It creates dissatisfaction 
and a certain amount of jealousy 
when an operator at one place gets 
$120 and th#3 operator at another 
place of the same size, gets twice as 
much.

of ascertaining what moneys have 
gone to my district.

I have always been refused by the 
clerks of the Departments, who stat­
ed that instructions had been given 
by the heads of the Departments that 
no information was to be given to 
anyone except members of the Gov­
ernment. and I have never been able 
to ascertain as to how affairs in my 
district were being conducted.

Another Mistake.
Mr. Jennings—There is another 

item that I don’t quite understand.
I don’t want to suggest that this j 
money was not spent properly, I take 
it that it was an error on the part of 
the person who entered the matter.

The district of Twillingate is 
charged with an allocation to A. Brett 
in connection with a railway station 
at the riverhead of Moreton’s Har-\ 
bor. Now, that is the first intimation 
I have had that we are going to get 
the railway, but it seems that a sta­
tion is being got ready dowrn there.

As a railway in that section is, of 
course, geographically impossible, I 
presume it is an error on the part of 
one of the clerks in the Department, 
but I thought it was too good to pass.

Another item that is a mistaken
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were in better condition than Jones’s; 
only one of mine was wet, but several 
of Jones’s were wet.

I don’t recollect exactly the words 
I used to him, but they w’ere some­
thing like this “Well Fred, what do 
you think of the Newfoundland’s crewr, 
do you think they got on board?” I 
don’t recollect the wrords he used in 
answer, but he assured me - that the 
men got on board.

The earlier part of the log is the 
record of last winter’s run between St. 
John’s and New York beginning on the 
20th December last. On these trips 
we usually enter the barometer in the 
log four times a da>, each four hours.

To the Judge.—I wras not advised 
by any one to make these entries on 
the 31st of March in my log.

To Dr. Lloyd.—I did it on my own 
initiative. These entries are in a line 
with the fact that the day wras an un­
usually bad day.

We could not 
supply sufficient shelter for all on our 
pan, nor had we room for exercise. 
We had room enough for 30 or 35 men. 
Jones left us about 8 o’clock, and I did 
not see him until next day. Did not 
see Tuff until next day.

:3
x

i&v;

I fcBarometric Entries.
t is a fact that there is 

only one day’s log during the 
time I was at the ice in which three 
barometric entries appear for the day, 
that was on Tuesday the 31st of 
March. These thre entries were not 
entered on my memorandum: I took a 
note of them on a piece of paper: Each 
time it is entered on the 31st, I took 
the entry on a piece of paper, except 
the last entry: the latter I did not take 
on a piece of paper as I had the log 
before me, and I wras writing up the 
log.

i$Xu :■

Moved on Wednesday.
All the men alive with me left the 

Wednesday, late in the day, and 
went to another pan; 
far, as the walking

vCv.
»

'-"r-v'fx- pan on
%■m could not go 

was too bad, 
where I remained until picked up by 
the Bellaventure’s crew on Thursday.

Betw een Wednesday morning and 1 
a.m. Thursday morning, 29 men died; 
myself and John Hewlett alone wTere

‘ Fernirions system.**
1 will pass on now to another mat­

ter that my friend, Mr. Halfyard, 
termed a pernicious system. Now, 
that; was probably a strong term, but 
there is one system that I consider 
pernicious and that is the giving of 
special grants to private indivduals. 
I don’t know- who introduced that 
system, but I suppose it was intro­
duced in the early days and succeed­
ing government have followed it. To 
my mind that system is a demoraliz­
ing one, and gives more trouble to 
a government than any other that I 
know of.

1 believe that no grant should be 
given from the public revenue tc 
anyone except under petition signed 
by a majority of the people of a set­
tlement. If the majority of the in­
habitants of a place will sign a pe­
tition stating that certain moneys 
are needed, why, of course, they take 
the responsibility, but when a grant 
is given to a private individual on 
his own suggestion, you don’t know 
whether the money is needed or not. 
and don’t know whether it is properly 
spent.

WÂ

alive; the other survivors, about 26,1 
had scattered about on other pans. P 

I got on board the Bellaventure at
1
At the Hospital.

The enquiry was continued at the 
General Hospital yesterday (Tuesday), 
some witnesses being unable to leave 
the institution.

Thomas Dawson (sworn) examined 
by‘Hutchings, K.C.--I belong to Bay 
Roberts and was at the seal fishery in 
the Newfoundland as master w'atch.

On Tuesday, March 31st, abou t7 a. 
m. left with our crew and proceeded 
towards the Stephena. I thought w’hen 
we left we were going to the Stephano, 
but heard no orders given to that ef­
fect. It was fine but very dull and 
looked for weather. The wreather com 
menced about 11.30 and wre reached 
the Stephano about 12 o’clock, our 
time.

All walked in a line and I saw’ only 
one flag belonging to the Stephano 
with a few seals. When wre reached 
the ship the captain asked us aboard 
have a mug up: my w’atch had some­
thing to eat on board. Our second 
told me to get something to eat. I re­
plied. “No. I’m darned if I will ; I’m 
no officer on board this ship and can’t 
get anything for myself.”

Wanted a Drink.
I then went below' and got a mug of 

tea, when some fellow’ said he was 
choking for a drink and I gave it to 
him. I then took a drink out of the 
kettle and came on deck; I had no 
bread or biscuit. I w’as filling my pipe 
but had not time to light it before we 
were told by the captain and our sec­
ond hand to get overboard.

I heard no conversation between the 
captain and Tuff w’hile» on board.

We all got over on the starboard 
side, and wrent right ahead of her. I 
did not cross over to the port,side. I 
heard no conversation while on the 
ice between the captain and Tuff. I 
was ahead most of the crow’d. The 
ship turned and went directly. away 
from us. We went about S.W.

As she started away I asked Tuff 
how our ship lay, and he told me 
about S.E. I asked him where he wras 
going. He said we’re going about tw o 
miles S.W\ where there are about 1400 
seals, which were just beyond the car­
casses. I asked him if the Stephano 
or Capt. A. Kean (I don’t know7 which) 
was going to pick us up. He said no, 
but wre would have to go to our own 
ship. I said howT are we going to find 
our own ship if we have to go two or 
three miles to the S.W. He said wre’ll 
allow a point or twro. I said I’ve been 
21 or 22 springs to the ice, and you’ll 
w’ant to run it pretty near to strike a 
ship a day like this.

Very Stormy Day.
At this time it was snowing and 

drifting as thick as ever I saw it. We 
then went on about a mile and struck 
the seals. Bungay and some of his 
watch stopped to kill. About five 
minutes after this we all stopped and 
consulted, and decided to go to our 
own ship, as It was too dirty. Tuff 
told me to go ahead and lead the 
crowd, to go right in the wind’s eye, 
which I did.

We struck the path we came out in, 
and the flag. We walked on until 
dark, sometimes losing the track. 
About 4.30 I heard the whistle of our 
ship twice; it may have been a little 
later. She was in the direction^we 
were going. At dark we stopped; the 
second hand told us we wxmld have to 
stop for the night. It was too dirty to 
go on any further. *

Could Not Hold tlie Path.
It was very stormy and we could 

not hold the path. I think if the 
stepper had kept blowing some of us 
would have boarded her, maybe all 
hands.' I took about 36 men and went 
to a pan for the night, and Jones’s 
watch of about 30 men joined my

entry, I presume, is an allocation to 
Rev. R. H. Mercer, of Musgrave Har­
bor, of $150. That should be charged 
o the district of Bonavista, not to 

Twillingate.

The 31st is rather a lengthy entry: 
The first barometric entry on the log. 
appears on the 4th line of the log 
sheet. The thermometer was made at 
the same time as the last reading of 
the barometer and wras not on the 
memorandum.

Looking at the Newfoundland from 
the deck of the Stephano there was 
nothing in the w’ay of ice to obstruct 
the view.

To the best of my recollection the 
barometer between 8 and 10 of the 
30th, at night, was 29.90 or 30.00. The 
next morning at 5 o’clock I noticed 
the barometer had dropped to 29.75, at 
noon it dropped to 23.50 and falling.

U Â i'm>f ?
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T noon on Thursday, and arrived at St. 
John’s on Saturday, and was taken to 
the hospital where I have been ever 
since. My feet and hands are 
frozen.

z 'S
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Prolific Arbitrations.
There is just one further item that 

l would like to mention in the latter 
iart of the returns. H. N. Burt, the 
Stipendiary Magistrate at Botwood, 
received $60.00 as arbitration award 
md expenses in connection with some 
matter down there.

Now, I am not acquainted with the I 
particulars of the case, in fact, it is 
he first I heard of it, but I think | 
hat a Magistrate receiving a salary | 

Df $500, should have undertaken this | 
work free. , k

Saw Bellaventure.
To the Judge.—On Wednesday even­

ing I saw the Bellaventure to wind­
ward of us. The wind was N.N.W. At 
that time if the ice had not shifted the 
Stephano’s flag would be about N.W.
The Newfoundland having steamed 1 
about 4 miles on Wednesday 
hear) woul'd be S.W. I think the Ste-1 
phano was about 7 or 8 miles from our 
ship on Thursday, and not 4 or 5 miles 
as I saw in the evidence.

We were only on the Stephano abouti 
a quarter of an hour, and when I earner 
on deck, having been below only 
couple of minutes, I judged the shiptl 
to be steaming about S.W. or S.W. by|
S. Could not say how far she went,II
as I don’t think she was going fulllj
speed. She would not have gone
miles. I judged the direction of the 11 ||B|8E
steamer by the wind and snow, both|fl
of which came from the S.E.

# P

; i L■’Mi

HOWARD WHITE .
:a jl

Primo Basso, Boston Opera Co as the King in “Lohengrin.” (so I IS

I TO GIVE QUARTER OF PROCEEDS
TO THE MARINE DISASTER FUND.

la

I mMExpected a Chop.
My impression from the glass was 

that the glass started to go down so 
quickly the wind would chop off from 
the N.W. and moderate. That was my 
expectation at noon. I swear the low­
est I saw on our glass on the 31st was 
29.40. I don’t recollect much about

mBy the way, I notice from some of 
he returns sent in that the worthy 

Magistrate at Twillingate, W. J. I 
Scott, got the sum of $780 for extra 1 
services outside of Twillingate, That | 
is an eye-opener to me.

I understand now why that gentle­
man is so officious going around to | 
different places and hunting up mat- | 
ters—it is because he gets $5 a day 
for it outside of his fine, fat salary.
I think it is right that everybody | 
should know these things.

In Luck.

Xjil
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Permanent Disasters Fund, two years 
ago, these cases might have been 
met.

Edwin Bower Hesser, the Boston 
impressario, to-day sent the follow­
ing written statement to the news- 

I papers, in relation to his contribu- 
I tion to the Marine Disaster Fund, 

by giving a quarter of the proceeds 
of his Musical Festival at the Metho- 

I dist College Hall, on June 1st., 2nd, 
j and 3rd.:

As soon as I heard of the terrible ;
I also notice here an allocation of I sealing "agedy’ before leaving New

$30 to a man for repairing the road Vork City' say8 Mr Hes6er' 1 tele" 
io his stage. No doubt this money graphed to the newspapers and Gov- 
was properly spent, but I am afraid ernor Davidson that I should like to
that when this gets round the Min- arrange some sort of benefit tor the 
ister is going to be flooded with pe- widows' aR<1 orPhan8’ tund- Yester-
titions asking for money to make day 1 met the gentlemen of the 
roads to stages and flakes. Mari,,c Disaster Commlttée, and hap-

Before I sit down I am going to Pened t0 bear„ot the other tragedies- 
make a suggestion with regard to the Grand Falls, 
expenditure of road money. It might I 
not be a popular one, and it is not i

*■ :

vmIVnder Question.
At the present time we are plying 

the Government with questions re­
lating to matters of this sort, be­
cause the people of our districts have 
asked us to get the particulars of 
certain grants which have been sent 
in this way.

One man gets $50. another 
$100. and nobody knows what be- 
comesjof it, and the people want to 
get particulars of the returns, 
course, the fault is not the fault of 
the Government but of the system, 
and I don’t think we could do a bet-

«a■ ii
•4* if“Mr. Hesser’s spontaneous offer has 

been gratefully accepted by the Com- tbe thermometer during the day. The
entry 16 above zero.

I wfas anxious about the New7found- 
land men on Tuesday the 31st, after 
the men left the ship and the storm 
came on; until I asked Captain Kean 
did he think the men got on board

mittee, which, it will be remembered, 
was empowered by resolution at the 
Citizens’ meeting, to initiate the es- II4 I XSnowing Thickly.

To Dr. Lloyd.—When we left the ÜSH 
Stephano it was snowing thick, good I™-™ 
breeze was blowing. Judging by \
experience of 20 years, it was no timeij 
to put men on the ice, without you if 
could see some way of being picked! 
up by your own or some other ship.I 
It was no time to put men on the ice{ 
to make for their own ship at such ai 
distance as ours was. bi

I never spoke to anyone but Tuff} 
about this. I think wre travelled about 
5 miles from the time we struck the 
Stephano’s flag until wre stopped for| 
the night. We struck the flag abouti 
2.30, I judge. We struck the blood off 

seals some of our men had killed in 
the morning about 3.30. and kept on 
until we stopped about 5.

I judge the Stephano’s flag to. be} 
about 5 or 5% miles from our ship, j 
In my judgment wre w’ere not morel 
than three-quarters of a mile from our} 
ship w;hen we stopped. P

Track Drifted Up.
On Wednesday could not see our 

track which was covered with drift,] 
nor anything else until afternoon ; i f 
could not see our ship then; Î don’t® 
think the ice had wheeled worth while.
I saw7 no sun hounds on Tuesday, 
scarcely sa wthe sun; it was too dull.

The first man died about 10 p.m. on 
Tuesday; about 6 men died before the 
weather became intensely cold. Some 
of them had got wet, others were not 
used to the ice.

I got my hands and feet frozen when 
I fell asleep on Wednesday night.

To the Judge.—In my opinion it wras j 
George Tuff’s place to lead us going ■ 
back, and not remain behind and or- j 
dering me to lead them. He should 
also have looked after the sick men 
in the night time as well as he says 
he looked after them in the day time.
If Tuff had led us back I don't think 
we would have reached our ship un-1 
less w*e had gone direct from the Ste-1 
phano.

On Wednesday Tuff, instead of en- 1 
couraging the men, was crying and . 
saying we were all going to be lost.

In my opinion George Tuff was thé 
responsible man for çur crew to look ; 
out for them. He was given charge of 1 
us. He should have informed Captaih 
Kean that we had been 5 hours travel­
ling and that it would take the same 
to go back, and made arrangements 
with the captain to pick us up, or else 
not have left the ship until the follow­
ing morning.

man S|§Tb r«
their ship, and he assured me that un- 

! doubtedly they got on board their ship 
as he had great faith in their leader. 
I also asked the mate or second hand

mm-Of
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■ Yetman, and several other officers of 
I the ship and they also assured me 
! that they got on board the ship.

I know the captain was blow’ing his 
i whistle until 8 o’clock on Tuesday 
! night, but I don't know7 why he was 
blowing. It is customary in hazy or 

| thick weather to keep the v whistle 
blowing as there were other ships 
around. It is one of the customary 
rules of the road. It had no special 
significance to me, and I did not know 
he waq blowing it for the Newfound­
land’s men as the captain had assured

;■ter thing than get down and knock 
that system out and have done with 
it once and for all.

I have been very much interested 
in looking over the particulars given 
to us by the Department of Public 
Works. I spent part of lust night 
going over them, and almost the first 
thing I saw was a grant to a man by 
the name of Jacob Manuel, of Cot- 
tell’s Island, of $200.

Now, I want to say that there is 
no man by that name at Cottell’s Is­
land, Notre Dame Bay, and there 
never w’as a man by that name there, 
and the Hon. Minister of Public 
Works need not be surprised if one 
of these days he is asked for re­
turns of that $200.

Anxious to Know.
Rt. Hon. Prime Minister—Will you 

let me have the date of that?
Mr. Jennings—Yes, I have not got 

it now, but I will let you have it.
Now, the next thing I take excep­

tion to is the fact that two alloca-

3IE
!
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•%»Many Dependent. Llis

I saw by the list that there were 
likely that it is going to get much I 22 dependent widows and orphans of 
consideration, but I will make it all | those who perished on the “Checkers” 
the same. It is this. I understand and there are doubtless as many left 
’l at the districts near the city a»e | destitute from the death of the crew’ 
fairly well off as iar as roads are J of the “Grand Falls.” I was told by 
concerned, and they also have the the members of the Committee that 
use of the railw’ay. The suggestion no provision' had so far been possi- 
I am going to make is that tlie money ble for the dependents from these 
allocated to them for good purposes tragedies, as the sealing fund could 
should every second year be sent i not be diverted to benefit them.

*§f"**».
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| ceipts were roughly $3000.00. There 
j should bd no question about the 
; amount being as large or larger this 

year, and the clearing of $700.00 to 
: $1000.00 should be easy, for I am 
bringing an aggregation far outshin­
ing those of last fall. Mme. Evelyn 
Scotney is without a doubt the most 

i wonderful colratura soprano of the 
world to-day, and the opinions of 
leading Boston, New York and Mon­
treal critics will be published in the 
regular advertising of the event.

Well Known Singer.
Assisting her is the permanent 

tenor of the Boston Opera House, M. 
Alfredo Ramella, who was the lead­
ing tenor of the Montreal Opera Co., 
two seasons ago, under a loan from 
the Boston Opera Co. for a few weeks. 
Howard White, the American basso 
of the Boston Opera Co., will prove 
a great surprise. He was second only 
to Mmme. Scotney in popularity dur­
ing my spVing season last year in 
Halifax. The contralto is Mmme. 
Cara Sapin, of the Boston and Metro­
politan Opera Houses. The accom­
panist is Maestro John Craig Kelley, 
of the Boston Opera House. There 
w’ill be no orchestra, of course.

Subscriptions for seats, $5.00 for 
the three concerts, will be in charge 
of Mr. Power, at the Atlantic Book­
store. In his window I will have 
displayed shortly the original Cana­
dian newspaper notices of Mme. Scot­
ney, and he will shortly have circu­
lars for distribution, giving full de­
tails.

In the advertising I shall tell the 
public as much of the^history of each 
of these artists as space will permit.

—EDWIN BOWER HESSER.

»
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down to the northern districts or to asked leave of the gentlemen of the 
the western districts, where it is so j Committee to change my offer, and

to make it for the benefit of those m* kbadly needed.
If the people from whom it is tak- 1 dependent on the seamen of these 

en grumble, as no doubt they will, I tw’o ships, rather than to go into the 
tell them that they can go down if general fund, which already seems 
they wish and work it up. I am quite j pretty well cared for by popular 
aware that that would be doing some- | subscription, 
thing that has no precedent. How­
ever, I think there is room for im- I cal Festival will equal in amount the 
provement and reform in the ex- ! entier profits of the local perform- 
penditure of our road moneys, and ' aiices, I think, and should these

# *
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MME. EVELYN SCOTNEY
Coloratura Prima Donna Soprano, 

Boston Opera Co.The fund raised through my Musi-

tions for Bonne Bay have been charg­
ed to the Twillingate account.

Mr. Clapp—Mr. Chairman, I may

Fund.tablishment of a Permanent 
To do so at the present moment may

allbe inopportune, but to obtain 
possible help for the widows, orphans 
and dependents of the crews of the 
two vessels is a sacred duty.”

I hope that some of us here in this profits be greater than the 25 per
cent, of the receipts which I am do­
nating, I shall turn over any excess 
to the gentlemen composing the com­
mittee, who are identical with those 
serving on the general Marine Disas­
ters Committee.

Yesterday morning, in The Daily 
News, there wras an editorial by Mr. 
Robinson, the Secretary of the Com­
mittee, which read as follows:

say in connection, with this matter Quse will live to see the change.
mm

(To be continued.) 1;that I have never had an opportunity
m-s*?1

The Benefit.
This article very clearly states the 

case, but I should like to make even 
plainer, to the public, the exact bene­
fit which the fund will derive from 
the Musical Festival.

From the gross receipts will be 
deducted merely the local Newfound­
land expenses, which should not 
amount to more than three hundred 
dollars, as I calculate it at the pres­
ent moment. Of course the amount 
cannot be definitely stated, but a 
complete accounting will be publish­
ed in the newspapers following the 
festival, showing where every cent of 
expense money goes to. I think that 
this is a duty to the public when any 
event is advertised foi^ the benefit 
of a public charity, and I have al­
ways made it a rule to publish such 
a statement when donating any per­
formances to charities any where.

I think that about $700 to $1000 will 
be netted for the Committee. Last 

, year, Tor three performances, the re-
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Atlantic Lodge The Right Place 
No, 1, LO.O.F.
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m _To Buy S;

Provisions, Groceries,An Illustrated Lecture will 
lien given Wednesday night
the 29th, at the GrenfeU Hall j QatS, Feeds, WÎDBS 
by MR. JOÎtEb

Subject “THE GATES OF 
THE EAST.”

Lecture will commence at 
8 p.m.

Admission Free. Collection 
in aid ol the SEALERS DISASTER 
FUND

Checkers and Grand Falls
“Mr. Edwin B. Hesser has kindly

offered to devote a quarter of the net/
proceeds of his three night opera 
season to the suffers from the Check­
ers and Grand Falls Disasters, Ainid 
the deep sorrow for those who are 
mourning because of the awful tra­
gedies of the sealing voyage, the les­
ser, but to the survivors, not the 

f less severe bereavements, are apt to 
be overlooked.

“The toll for the Checkers is a 
heavy one—5 widows, 12 orphans and 
5 dependents—22 for a crew of 6 
men. That of the Grand Falls is, 
as yet, unknown, but enquiries will 
be made. If only we had awakened 
to our obvious duty and established a

and Liquors
—is at—

P. J. Sheas
Corner George and Prince’s Sis. 

or at 314 Water Street. 4
IF TOÜ WANT

Returns for your money, place 
your WANTS in the DAILY

Outport Orders 
promptly attended to.

,(To be continued)
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