
1 fl

M CI’M,
a i \ i, u < » w i; h s 11 * i ; Vlanli 31, 101 ô

OFFICE*»
Hee rreelieet—1> W Warner
Prealtfeat—James Hpeaan.a/..............
VlM-PrHMut»-

>1 V* Wt>xj......................................
klA« Mheppa/'l
M H I/unharo .......................
W h 7r*go. . . ................

•as. - Treasurer—F P Wood bridge 
V

Mwx.v*
PenAol*

Edmonton
Ixtiii/rlde»

Oklrtttn

WANT IRRIGATION
I, )'< i« r-ofi, <-ff< hiry of Burn v,c||

I mon, No. 4SI*, report-
Aliho the union in in the «ii-irn-t fti.it 

wa* fui mo hard .vit fi drought la-.» year 
we feel encouraged for f fm future Y\e 
fuivn hii-n organize»! two >«ar- and ha v« 
i Ofij*-to look n|/on l tu- I I A :i- ab-oluteh 
ne* i hhary foi um an fariner- 1 li<* peonle 
fun- are looking for the i xU-n.-ion t lu- 
h.uimni r of the < PB irrigation - v -ti-m 
from f oaldnle thru Barnwell ami then 
on to 'I liber 'lin- gnat. #|U< Mon wa- 
firit taken up in our union ami the farmers 
am pleased wit.fi tin- fruit of tln ir labor- 
We bave an ideal dist riel here for irriga­
tion, the noil \>i mg dally adapted lor 
tfiin purpose an h an been thoroughly 
proven We would like to have Taber 
organized an we fiave many thing- in 
common with them, but, uj> to the present 
we have fiad to do our own business 
with tfiem t hru the Board <rf I rade or 
the Agricultural Society. ^
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A GROWING I NION
M. B. Culver, secretary of I inverti tv 

I.mon, No. bM, reports that, the union 
met at. the Mchoolhouse on Saturday, 
March b, at 2 pm. 1 fie attendance wan 
very good and eleven new ineinberM were 
taken in, making the total memberHfnp 
thirty-five, which is doing pretty well for 
tin; third meeting. They wish to let tin- 
other unions know that they have not 
died yet and hope to increase their mem­
bership a great deal more

ALSASK IS A< IIV K
We have just received the following 

report of a meeting oh the AI sank Local, 
No. 000, held at. the home of one ol the 
members on February 23:

I fitters from headquarters and the 
Sibbald Board of brade re bank and 
station agent were read, and it was 
moved and seconded that we give them 
nil the support we can The committee 
on the market question reported having 
met tin- Alsask town council, who had 
promised to help I In- movement as far 
as possible, but tin- farmers must run tin- 
business themarlves. 'bin: secretary was 
asked to write to tin- places where a 
market is known to be successfully run 
and get all information possible. The 
petition for a railway crossing was then 
read and signed during the evening. 
The committee on the cemetery is to meet 
the town council on tin- 1st, of March. 
As a result of an address by t he president, 
tin- ladies are to meet on Thursday to 
complete |heir organization. There ought 
to be agricultural colleges all along this 
line to teach us how to farm in this dry 
belt to get, the best crops. There are 
schools in other districts at considerable 
distances, but none here. These schools 
formerly only gave tin- girls four to five 
weeks in summer, but now they give them 
four to live months, the same as the Lows. 
Agricultural education is as necessary to 
the one as the other. A very cordial 
invitation was then given to non-members 
to join us, as the greater tin- membership 
tint more . -s tin* union become.
The next, meeting is to be held at < ieo. 
TulT’s and the one following at Mrs 
Ilalvorsen’s. This is to be a patriotic 
meeting and tin- proceeds are to go t<> 
that fund. After the meeting a program, 
consisting of songs, readings, etc., was 
given, which reflected the greatest credit 
oil the organizer, J. V <>ung, and was 
heartily enjoyed by all. During the 
evening refreshments were served by tin- 
ladies and highly appreciated. There 
were ninety ladies and gentlemen present.

LOCAL UNION SI ITLII S
By the time these words appear our 

secretaries will probably have received 
a new price list fur the various l T A. 
local union supplies kept at this office 
It is not possible oil the price list it self 
to deal with the various reasons for 
making these new prices, but with tin- 
idea of preventing any misunderstanding 
1 would like to lay a few facts before our 
members in this regard.

We started supplying certain standard 
supplies for local unions-in HMM, tin- idea 
being at that time to sell at cost, and as 
the work at the Central office was light 
the secretary and his assistant presumably 
had a fair amount of spare time, and the

ro-t wan a>-,umed to be the price paid the 
printer or whoever the -upphes were 
-« cured from 1 he tn-t year the supplies 
-eut ou*, evlu.-jve of buttons, amounted 
to \ he next year >17, the next

ir nearly £100, m P.M2 £26.7, in 10Li 
>370 ami in 101 1 £130 in -tationery alone 
and over > 2< 10 in button- I his does not 
im iude parcels of annual reports and 
other matter which it has been customary 
to -end out without charge. In addition, 
we are now face to face with an extra 
tax on every parcel and letter sent, out 
from, this office when the new tarin comes 
into effect.

Now let us -ee jij.-t what this means 
*o far as the Assoeiation is concerned. 
1 «--lunate that out of our total income 
la -1 year of £9,0.7 I hi, the cost of printing 
the annual reports, constitutions and 
other literature, t!he postage on the various 
panel- ent. to our local unions and other 
items for which w<- receive no direct 
return, but for which we pay cash, was 
not Jess than £1 ,.700, in other words about 
17 per cent, of our total income

ALL DA A MEETINGS
\V<- ha\e recently received the an­

nual repot t a ml a remittance of mem 
I • r- hip due- from Bigstone binon, No. 
0*7. Th i - i- the first time w e have 
heard anything from that, quarter for 
-oii.e little time. 'Hie « 1 i -1 r i « * t in which 
the union i - situated is one of the 
a.any which w en 
t .is year, which 
sible for t In- lack of activity on th 
part, of the union. Secretary Good r< 
ports that last winter the 
all «lay meetings, with a 
provided by the lad it 
union attempted

hard hit b\ 
i s probably

drought
respon

held
a good lunch 
This year the 

aft ernoon meet ings,
VN eh wen 
ventually 
erted to*.

exactly
former

a sin- 
plan

ess, and 
was r«*

.................... . or to
put if another wav, assuming that we haei 
.700 active unions, each one on an average 
contributed to the Y'entrai oflice $11 in 
membership fees and got back £3 in the 
form of free distribut ion of literature and 
supplies. And yet 1 am not infrequently 
asked what becomes of the money sent 
to the Central ofliee. Last month we 
sent, out from the ( entrai ofliee by actual 
count more than ‘2.70 parcels on which 
the postage amounted to something like 
£1*0, the whole of which was a dead loss 
to the Association so far as direct returns 
;ir<- concerned. On laying the matter 
before our directors it was felt that this 
burden could not be carried any longer 
by the Central ofliee and if the local 
unions appreciate this service we feel 
that there will be no objection on their 
p.-irt, to Jiftipg at, least a portion of this 
burden from the Central office and thus 
releasing a considerable sum of money 
for development purposes. The most 
serious part of this work is that we a ri­
al read y overcrowded with routine work 
at this ofliee and that putting together 
and sending out, as we did last month, 
more than 250 packages of supplies, each 
of which has to be tied, addressed and 
stamped, to say nothing of mailing same, 
involves considerable labor and time, 
which must be paid for. We have en­
deavored so far as possible to keep the 
cost of these supplies within reason. We 
are able to purchase in considerable 
quantities and you will find that even 
at, the advanced prices you are securing 
good value.

GOOD YEAR FOR CARLTON
Il L. Parke, secretary of Carlton Local 

I ne>u, No. ‘2.73, reports that in view of 
the shortage of crops last, year this union, 
while not presenting any great outward 
appearance of prosperity, maintains an 
inward solidity that is very encouraging. 
There are thirty-nine members. The 
finances are in good condition, there 
being funds on hand to more than meet 
every emergency that, has arisen during 
the season. The schedule of entertain­
ments for the winter has by its widespread 
patronage proved successful in every way.
I he difficulty in securing attendance has 
been well overcome, good audiences 
having greeted almost every elïort. Two 
debates', one on prohibition, one on 
Rural vs. City Life; several evenings 
filled by socials and dances, the proceeds 
from one being contributed to the Can­
adian Patriotic fund; an instructive 
lecture by A L. Ot tew ell, Department of 
Lxtvnsion, l niversity of Alberta, from 
which source we have also benefit ted 
by their distributing library. These have 
already been held and the members are 
also availing themselves of the knowledge 
and experiments given them by the 
better farming lectures provided by the 
provincial government, aVid have been 
favored w it h an address by the Rev. T 
( ’. Buchanan, superintendent of missions 
fur Alberta. W ith the exception of a few 
hardware orders and some formaldehyde, 
t ht- union has not done much co-operative 
buying, due to tiie fact of the government 
furnishing relief to the settlers so freely 
that little Buying of any «ort has been 
done.

HILLSPRING HEARD FROM
W'e have again heard from .1. B. Mer 

i il, s« «-ret ai v of 11 illspring Union, No. 
40.7. This union was organized in the 
summer of 1912, hut has really done 
nothing since organization till the 
present time. Mcmhership «lues were
remitted in Mr. Merill’s letter for ten 
members, and hope is expressed that, 
additional members will !>«• adde«l to 
the union at an early date.

MINBURN REORGANIZED
M in hum Inion, No. 535, has also 

been out of the running for some time 
owing to local difficulties, the union 
having been suspended last year for 
non-payment 
took place 
expected

last
of dues. Reorganization 

on February 17, and it is 
that the union will soon be

going strong again.

HARD TIMES AT AMUNDSEN
A report from F. R. Morley, seen: 

tury of Amundsen I nion, No. 413, in 
dicat.es that comparatively little inter 
est. is being shown by the members 
locally, the chief trouble being the ah 
si.-nci: of money and the presence of 
debts thru continuous poor crops, and 
in many cases the complete loss of 
same. Nevertheless, a few of the more 
enthusiastic still keep up the work, 
hoping for better times and a renewal 
of interest which they think is bound 
to come when crops are up and there 
are prospects of better times.

AN OLD UNION
During tin- past few months we have 

heard very little, from Black foot Union, 
No. 7b. Some time ago, however, a 
remittance for $2 membership dues 
came to hand, and still more recently 
$7, tin- proceeds of the TJ.F.A. social, 
were sent in to apply to the fund be­
ing handled at this office for the re 
lief of distressed farmers in the dry 
districts. This would seem to indicate 
that the union is not entirely dead, and 
we shall hope to have more frequent 
reports from that auurce in the future.

ACTIVITY AT GARDEN PLAIN
A very interesting report has recent 

I y been received from t,. A. Stanfield, 
secretary of Garden Plain In ion, No. 
310. In his report Mr. Stanfield says 
that the union built a hall last year 
24x40, which, in addition to being‘used 
for F.F.A. meetings, is also available 
for church services, socials, v entertain 
meats and dances. Since December 25, 
1014, the union has collected the sum 
of $120.4.7 thru entertainments and 
• lances, which amount is donated to 
pay for the hall, or whatever the union 
thinks best. The sum of $14 was re­
mitted to the Central office for the 
Patriotic Fund, and $100 has also been 
collected for^the Belgian Relief)Fund. 
At its last meeting on February 27, the 
union ordered forty memorial cards 
and twenty “Course of Study” pamph­
lets, and also made arrangements to 
purchase formaldehyde and a consider­
able number of plow shares. On Feb­
ruary 12. Mr. Buckingham was present 
and gave the members an address, in 
which he reviewed the accomplishments 
and aims of the U.F.A., and told the 
.members considerable, about the Co-op­
erative Elevator Co. and the proposed 
pork packing plant.

SOCIAL TIMES AT NACO
Naco I nion, No. 032, is situated 

about in id w a v between Consort, on tin- 
• .P.R.. and Chinook, on tin- < N.R.
'I In n total paid up membership so far 
this year i* twenty seven, and they ex 
pect towards the end of the year to ex 
i-eed Ja*t year s record, which was over 
fifty. On February 20 an entertain 
nient and dam-e was held in the Naco 
school, the program consisting of dia­
logues, recitations and music, which 
were well received. Lunch was served 
by the ladies, and dancing continued 
until morning. The proceeds ol this 
entertainment amounted to $1.7.$.7.
4 lie regular meetings are being made 
as interesting as possible by holding 
debates on suitable subjects.

PAPER ON CO OPERATION
The fortnightly meeting of the Ed- 

well Local Inion was held in the 
school house on Wednesday evening, 
March lu, under the chairmanship of 
President .1. Comer. There was a 
splendid attendance, including quite a 
number of ladies, who are commencing 
to take a lively interest in the doings 
of the F.F.A. It is hoped in the near 
future to form a Women’s Auxiliary, 
as outlined at the convention. After 
the usual routine business, a very in­
teresting paper was contributed by the 
secretary, entitled the “History and 
Ethics of Cooperation,” which was 
listened to with close attention. in 
the course of his paper he traced co­
operation from its inception, inciden­
tally pointing out that it was no new 
thing, as he found that it had been 
practised by the ancients, and we were 
only copying our forefathers. He 
pointed out that the greatest drawback 
to true co-operation was selfishness, 
and that those who sought their own 
gain to tin* exclusion of others were 
a stumbling block to the great cause, 
and that each local union that had 
been organized had a duty to perform, 
which was to disseminate the prin­
ciples, to teach the members the value 
ot cooperation and the virtue of un­
selfishness, which was co-operation. 
IL- closed his remarks by urging every 
member to co-operate with him in mak­
ing the Ed well Local Union the strong­
est and most progressive in the Red 
Deer District. A hearty vote of thanks 
was passed for his paper, and- the 
meeting adjourned to March 24, when 
the president would contribute a paper, 
this being the fourth of the series.

NEW UNIONS
Several new unions have been organ­

ized recently, among which are : Wild- 
mere, No. 700, Thos. Cairns, secretary; 
Lundberg, No. 701, Oscar Olsen, sec.; 
171 ken ess, No. 702, 1\ fverseu, sec.;
Fawn Lake, No. 703, A. R^ss, sec.; Mt. 
Lookout, No. 704, IL F. Kirk, sec.; 
Sunny side, «No. 705, W. 11. Maxfield, 
sec.; Bonny Crae, No. 706, N. A. Don­
aldson, sec.; Suidervllle, No. 707, R. T. 
Ryder, sec.; Big 1 lay Lake, No. 708, F. 
.1. Hodgson, sec.; Goose Creek, No. 709, 
F. B. Mundy, gee.; Eltham, No. 710, N. 
F. I lardy, sec.; Bingville, No. 711, T. 
E. Sic.klestecd, sec.; 1 vison, No. 712, .1. 
If. B. Smith, sec.

SECRETARIES PLEASE NOTE
Queenstown Local, No. 160, bids fair 

to surpass last year’s record in the 
matter of membership dues, the secre­
tary having already remitted dues to 
this ' office this year for fifty-seven 
meiiUbers. In this connection it might 
be well to remark that no small num­
ber of reports are due from the sec re 
taries of many of our other unions. 
The constitution requires that each 
secretary s-hall make a quarterly report 
to 'thevJentral office, remitting at the 
same time any membership fees due to 
the Central office. Promptness in this 
matter on the part of our secretaries 
will do much towards keeping our 
finances in good condition and also re 
lieving us of some of the w-ork which 
is usually placed upon us during the 
latter end of the year, owing to the 
large number of remittances which 
come in at that time.
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