o et cmmsm——

— e

bis word that ycur teeth as filled by him will b"l

over the way needs a temperary loan. You lend
him a small sum which ke promises by every,
thing to return st a given time. He keeps it a
month over the time and is a liar, An auction.
eer tells you that a certain picture is by a master
artist, when he knows it was pain‘ed by a fourth-
rate painter. He lies, and is not worthy of trust
A salesman lies about h's goods. A bo tmaker
lies about your boots. The jeweller lies about
your watch. - The gossipper at the dinner table
tells exaggerated stories to astonish the ladies—

end is nothing Jess than a liar. Tae florist as-

He lies, and will lie about anything. The book
publisher advertises that his book is sellipg by |
the tens of thousands, when be has pot ‘old 8|
thousand. He is a liar, and one door off \from
the murderer.

Everywhere—everywhere we hear lying, lying, |
lying. Men and women who would knock you |
down if you called them liars, lie every hour— |
Deception is the rule rather than the exeeption. |

. . . |
Canvassers lie about ipsurance ¢ -m;nmeo.—-’

politics. Exaggeration and misrepresentation |
rule the hour, and are its curse.

Gentlemen—ladies—why cannot the truth be |
told always and ever? Why all this deception |
and lying ? Why so much falsifying end cheat-
ing P In the nems= of all that is true and good
—we beg of you to

Do as you agree !

Do as you sgree !

Do 88 you agree !

®bituary.
SUSAN MITCHELL, O® JEDDORE.

At Upper Jeddore West,on Nov. 24, Susan
Mitchell, in the thirtieth year of her age,—de-
parted this life in hope of a resurrection unto
life eternal. Sbe was the beloved wife of Wm
Mitchell, whom she left with three small chil-
drer, and a large circlé of friends and relatives
to mourn their irreparable loss. The deceased
was convinced of sin and sought pardon through
the blood of Jesus Christ in a series of religious
tervices at Kent's Island in 1859. But ae she
wad living at a consicerable distance from the
means of grace, her love grew cold and she
followed the Saviour *¢ afar c¢fi.” At the com-
mencement of ber illness, however, which was
very brief{—scarcely a fortnight—she began earn-
estly to seek aud gave indubitable evidence that
she fcund restoring grace. As she remained at
her father's house, William Mayer's, which is
always open to the ministers,—Susan would
rerve withi ¢ careful Martha's bauds_and loving
Mary's lheart.” Her peaceable ard affectionate
diaporﬁion endeared her to tamily and all who
made her acquaintance. But now she hLas gone
Our loss is ber gain.

A. E. LEPAGE.

to Ler reward.

irobincial ¢Cleslepan,

The Old Year and the New.

We bid farewell to the year 1865 with some-
what similar feelings to those we cherish when
separating from a friend who has accompanied
us during the varying vicissitudes of a portion
of our existence. When the conviction is forced
upon the heart that we must relinquish, at once
who has

and forever, the eompanionship of one
been tous a faithful monitor, a wise Counsellor,
an unfailing friend, t'were surely less than human
to regard the change without deeply stirred emo-
tions. If in contemplating such an occurrence
there shou'd arise the remembrance of huml‘.e:s‘
perhaps wayward, inattentions to Lis counsels,

| blessings which the circumstances of our times |

-

1 S o .
Very gratifying reports bave been received of | by a very large msjority, and hes for bis col-
allright, for a dozen years. The flilings come the observance of this Annual Week of Prayer in | league in the representation of Lambeth, the
out in six months, ard the dentist Jies. A man|different distant countries ; still, there is resson newly elected Lord Mayor of London. w

to know that in many Towns and Cities of our

The contest in that division of the county of |

"own and Foreign Lands, Christians bave not in | Lancashire for which Mr. Gladstone was a can-

tois way been brought into sympatby with the | didate, and for which he was returned in the last

Universal Church of Christ. The Evangelical
Alliance therefore, desirous of manifesting the

Parlisament was uncommonly severe. The re-
sult was that the renowned Liberal leader, not-

union of all true Christians, and of extending the | withstanding the prestige of his great name and |

benefits which in various ways have sttended |ivfluential position, was cefeated. It was known

these Anpual assemblies for Unpited Prayer,
affectionately call upon the children of God eve-
rywhere to take counseland to make arrange-

ments for observing it in their respective localites. 1 Liberals if Mr. Gladstone should not be in his

that the opposition he would have to encounter |
would be very determined, and to avoid the diz-i
comfiture and loss which would occur to the

The alliance feel assured that thereby the hearts | place at the opening of Parliament, the electors
sures you that his flowers were picked in the J of Christians will be refreshed, and the hands of | of Greeawich secured bim one of the seats for | & No one expected this step would be taken be-
morning, when they are pearly two days old. | those Brethren strengtbened, who in other pla- | their Borough, which he has accepted. 1

ces at home and abroad, plead before God for
the gifts of His grace and the outstretching of
His srm to bless His Church and convert a per-
ishing world.

Fellow Cbristians ! Let us with one sccord, if | present Government, even with Mr. Disraeli's

spared (o see the commencement of the New
Year, encircle the world with our faithful, fer-
vert and united prayers. Let us then gsther
round the throne of our Heavenly Father forget-

ful o!'our differences of language, .nnion and !wilh electioneering movements.
Brokers lie about stocks. Elitors lie about |ecclesiastical system. Let us plead in the name [ number of instances these have been aggravated,

of our One Lord, Redeeme. and Intercessor for |

show to be most needful, urgent and important. |

“ If two of you agree on earth as touching |
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for |
them of my Father which is in heaven.”

“ O Thou that hearest prayer, unto Thee shall |
all flesh come.”

‘Tha following topics amongst others are sug-
gested as suitable for exhortation and intercess-
ion of the successive days of meetiug :

Sundoy, January 3 —Sermone. Subject:
The intercessiou of the * High Priest over the
House of God” the motive and model of united
prayer. Heb. x. 19 22.

Monday, January 4 —Confession of sin,
and Thankergiving for epecial and general
mercies during the past year, to Natioas,
Churches and Families.

Tuesday, January b5.—Nations :
temporal and spiritusl prosperity ; ed ifying inter-
course and the maéintenance of Peace ; forin-
creased openirgs for the Gospel ; for the removal
of social evils ; for the better observance of the
Lord’s day ; snd for kings and all in autbority.

for their

Wednesday, Jauuary 6. —Families : for Child-

learning ;— Universities, Colleges and schools ;
for Sunday Schools, and private instruction ; for
our Youth abroad ! and for a blessing on Chris-
tian literature.

Thursday January 7.—The church for more
knowledge of God’s and increase of spiritual life ;
for sound and faithtul preaching adapted to rich
and poor ; growing love to Christ ; a more ear-
nest love to Christisns of varied name and of all
Nations ; and for the sending forth of more La-
borers into the Harvest.

are suffering persecution for the truth.

es throughout the world.
Sunday January 10.—Sermons :

the Religious Wants of the World.

Hcllis St., at 4 ipm.
71-2pm.

and 7 1.2 p.m.

a.m., half-past 7 p.m.

we are ready to form the vain wish that the past
could be recalled. Not content with unavail-
ing regrets, we readily resolve that should such
a Heaven-sent boon again be ¢ranted, albeit
with sn humbling remembrance ol our past fail-
ure, we will listen with earnest attention to his
teachings:

Such are some of the reflections acd purpo-
ses cherished, as we look after the fast receding
form of the year of our Lord 1868 knowing]that
his departure is final, and that itis vain for us to
cry, * Turn backward in thy flight, O Time !"
The recollection of past heedlessness and folly
is self-abasing ; yet we cLerish a grateful re-

membrance of some of the uncounted ble-sings

Taursday 7, Brunswick St. Courch, half-past 9
a.m., half-past 7, p.m.

s.m, half past 7, pm.
am, 3 p.m.

Sabbath 10, Y. M. C. Association, balf past 4.
p.m.

.

rom our English Correspondent.
1he General Election—Cases of
Dejeat and Success— Liberal Majority— Re-
sislance to Public-hous: Influenee— New Arch-

Ritualists, Romish Tactics— Reduction of

Finances— Refusal of the Greek Church to

which the year brought to our lot, and are thus
led hopefully to extend the hand ot greeting to |
his younger kinsman, expecting that le too will |
come to us laden with tokens of  good will” |
from our Father in lleaven,

The past year has been to our country gener-
ally, acd to us, and our readers individually,
one of blessing ; so thatin the rctrospect we
gratetully acknowledge Ilis Hand who crowned

the year with His goodness. But to many, very

Colliery Exrplosion— Resignation of Her Ma-
resty's Ministers.

The last month bas been a time of great poli-
The two great parties in the
State laid all tteir energies under contribution
for the great trial of strength in the hot contest
of the general electivn ; and a very hot contest
Both sides recognized distinctly that
the issue of the struggle wasin the main impor-

tical excitement,

It wae,

many, it has been a year of sadness and disap-
pointment ; or perhaps of deep sdversity and
trial. Into how many homes has the Spoiler
entered! How many hear's have been ren-

dered desolate ! Ilow many, from one cause or

. ir si i f | . .
another—by divine permission it not Providen- | their side the influence of the greater part of the marks of determination.

tial arrangement—have received wounds the ef-
fects of which will be lite-long! What bitterness
to such is brought up by the backward glance !
Yet-we do not forget there is a Healer at hand :
One who is mighty tosave, One who is full of
tenderness toward the suffering ch'ldren of men.
In how many ¥ays does our Lord and Red. em-
er seek to benefit us, and by wise and loving
chastisement to restore us from our wanderings;

and to direct our hearts away from their earth-

Disraeli or Gladstone should be the future pre-

[ the public in connexion with the question of the | demonstrations at
The Conservatives eniisted on |

]‘ Irish Church,

'clergy of the Eoglish Church in opposition to
{ Mr. Gladstone, simply in the ecclesiastical as-
| pect of affairs ; they represented him as the most
| dangerous foe of the ** Church,” snd boded all
sorts of evils should he become the head of Her
Day after day the in-
telligence from the hustings and the poiling

Masjesty’s government.

| booths was awaited with the utmost eagerness
|all over the country. Additional intereat was

[ felt in consequence of the great extension of the
|

home influerce ; for all Seminaries of Cbriatian |

dren of Christian parents ; for a blessing on |

|
|

Friday, January 8.—Missions : for the con_ ©levstion to the See of Canterbury, the Times
version of the beathen and Mohammedans ; for | remarks :—Perbaps the present most decided
the growth of missionary z-al; for the removal : prostration o.{ the hopes of the Ritualists (who
of hindiances to preachirg the Gospel amoog | would have liked to see the Bishop o! Oxford
all Nations ; for recent converts ; and for all who | {ra0siated to Cauterbury) may help, with other

Saturday, January 9.—General: for tha {ments, and send them to their natural place ot
conversion of Isrsel ; for the circulation of the | 3¢tion and "f"’gf_lh” Cbureh of Rome. S“Ch
Holy Seriptures ; for Christian and Philanthro- | ® €O0summation is doubtless much to be desired;

pic Societies ; and for the outpouring of the but after all they seem to be in no naste to leave
Holy 8pirit on Christians and Christian Church. | tbe Church of England.

Subject : lia jcommunion with Rome, and they sre most

the duty of the Christian Church in relation to | ¢ffectunlly doiog Rome's work. A short time

The following is the arrangement for next |
| week's services in this city : — [ s ; .
Sabbath, Jan. 3.d, Y. M”C. Asscciation Room, | {F the purpose of uniting himself with that

Monday, 4th, Salem Church, at 9 1-2 am., and : University of Oxford, aud that it had been his
Tuesday, 5tb, Graaville St.Church, ¥ 1-2 a m. | 1ntention to enter the ministry of the Cnhurch of

Wednesday 6, Bt. John Church, half-past 9, wily priest’s reply to him was, * Don’t join us

’ | you are ordained.

Friday, 8th, Poplar Grove Church, halt-past 9, |

Saturday 9, St. Mattbew’s Church, balf-past 9, "_in payment of snnual interest, for the purpose

Individual | esteem both for their local and connexional zeal

bishop of Canterbury— Iisappointment of the |
Chapel Debts— Spanish Affairs—1he Papal | chapel property of the Circuit is valued at £20,.

Sanction the Pope’s (Jeneral Council— Terrible !

tant with reference to deciding as to whether | tional Monarchy ; but within the last week, the

mier. The name of the latter was chiefly before accessions of strength

The elections with two or thres exceptions, are
now over, and the total returns give the Liberals
a msjority of from 107 to 110 members. With |

singular tenacity of cffice, will remain long in
power.

In some places there have been as usual some
fierce outbreaks of « xcited passions in connexion
In a great

often indeed occasioned, by intoxicating drinks. |
The drunkenness which prevaile during our Par. ‘
liamentary elections is a sore disgrace to us, snd |
s terrible evil. The Committees meet at pubiic-
houses, and driok is freely indulged in. A very
gratifying exception to this baneful custom oc-
curred, bowever, in the newly-created metropo-
litan borough ot Hackney, a thickly populsted
suburb of Londoa. Oae of the candidates was
Mr. Charles Reed, a man of real atility, of great
personal worth, and esteemed for his labours in
the cause of philanthropy and educatior—in a
word a man altogether o the highest character.
His friends determined that no public-house
should be used in prosecuting the business of bis
election, and that no mesns should be resorted
to contrary to the most straightforward dealing.
Maoy would have thought that to resist public-
house ivfluence wou!d be sure to entail defeat ;
but at the close of the poll it was found that Mr.
Reed had gained 14,785 votes, and was return-
ed by an immense msjority.

The moral influence of this protest against
drinking was most beneficial.

Much to the chagrir of the Rituslists, the
Bishop of London has beea appointedjto the Pri-
macy. This selection is perhaps the best that
could have been made. Dr. Tait is certainly
neither a Ritualist nor a Rationalist. It bas
sometimes seemed, in his administration of tte
diocese of London, as if a little more firmness
in dealing with individual Romenizing clergy-
men wculd have been udvantageous ; but be
occupied a very difficult position, and it was
plain that his sympathies were all thoroughly
Protestant. He plainly declared that his heart
was more with Evangelical Nonconformists than
with Ritualistic Episcopalians. Speaking of his

events, to bring about a crisis in their move-

Why should they?
| They can be almost as Romish as if they were

| 8go 8 young gentleman in Hampshire, who had
been in the habit of attending a Ritualistic
church, went to a priest of the Romish church

church. He said that he was a student of the

England. Upon getting this information, the

| yet, you will do us more benefit if you wait till

The good work of reducing chapel debts, and
| thereby liberating sums of money now expended
| of extending the cause of God, continues to en-
‘v‘gage attention amongst us. Two or three weeks
;.go ao important meeting was held in the town
|of Bedford with reference to this object. Our
‘ Wesleyan friends there have been long held in
{and large heartedness, and during the last ten
| years they have raised about £10.000 for build-
|ing chapelsin the Bedford Circuit. The entire
{000, with a total debt of only about £4,000. At
{the meeting sbove referred to it was resolved to
|take steps to remove the whole of this liability,
{and thus free the entire Circuit from all chapel
| debts.

’ Much interest contioues in this country
{about sffuirs in Spain. What form the Govern-
| ment there will assume remains still a matter of

| . v .
{uncertainty. Uatil very recently it seemed pro-

| bable that the nation would, by a considerable
| majority, express itself in favor of a Constitu-

| Republican Party appears to be gaining large
They have held large
Mudrid, and without being
positively violent, they have given unmistakeable
According to the latest
’ldvioes the Republican movement has so far
| gained ground, that a Madrid newspaper acta-
[llly peblisbes a list of the probable members of
| the government, in the event of a Republic be-
ing formed. The name of Espartero stands at
[the head as President.

| The hope to which the ecclesiastics appear to
[cling is that the revolutionists may yet quarre|
|and that amidst the anarchy that will then re-

{sult the “ Church” may regain her lest posi-

to carry back to Rome the invitation of tbe |

Pontiff.

Lsst week a terrible explosion took place cear
Wigan in Lancashire. 220 men were at work
on tke pit at the time of the disaster, and of
these, sixty-one perished.

It is the old sad sad tale of the escape and the
igniting of pent-up gases. Whether the calami-
ty might have been prevented, or whether it was

|due to causes beyond the control of existing

skill and prudence, bas not yet been ascertain-

ed.
Bince I commenced my letter, intelligence bas

arrived of the resignation of Her Msjesty’s
Minister.

fore the assem bling of Parliament. In his expla-
natory letter, Mr. Disraeli states that Ministers
decline to wait for the ¢ assembling of Parlia-
ment in which they are sensible they must be

[such an opposition it is hardly likely that the |in & minority.” He st the same time, declares

that the Conservative party will strenously op-
pose Mr. Gladstone’s policy.
Dec. 4th 1868.

Dr. Guthrie on the Watch Night.

From a recent work by Dr. Guthrie, “ Out
of Harness,” we copy a sketch given by bim
of a Methodist Watch Night service :—

Half-past twelve, a.m , 1st Jan., 1866.

I bave just returned frcm holding “ Watch

night” with a congregation ot Wesleyan Me-
thodists. Never baving witnessed its services,
perbaps ignorant of the existence of such a cus-
tom, many of my readers may be ready to ask,
* Watch-night, what is it ?” If churches knew
each other better, it might promote their mutual
improsement, and aleo the interes's of brotherly
kindness and Christian charity. With this view
I shall tell my readers something of the very
impressive and solemn service, called watch-
night, with which, standing cn the line which
parts them, the Wesleyans takes farewell of the
old year and hail the advent of tbhe new. It is
a fact, thought by many sound Protestants and
Christians who observe them never so much as
supposed, that some of our customs had their
origin in Popish, others in olden and Pagan
times.
How lorg, like the Hittites, Perizzites, and
Canaanites in the land of Israel, heathen cus-
toms will survive in a christian country, has no
more remarkable illustration than those supply
which, in strong contrast to the Methodist
‘* watch-night ” usher in the year. Oa the last
night of the year the ancient Druids went forth
in solemn procession ; the high priest at their
head carrying a golden bill-hook or sickle,
Reverently approaching the sacred o:k, he cut
the mistletoe from its gnarled boughs ; and this
being brought into the towns and catried to the
houses of their chiefs, was distributed among
the people. Cut down on the proper night with
golden instrument and with priestly bands, this
curious parasite became sacred to their god,
and acquired the virtues of a potent charm.
As such it was huog up in their rafters to pre-
serve their houses from evil, and worn also as
an amulet to protect their persons when on the
field of battle. And now, in the nineteenth
century, a thousand years and more after hea-
thenism had disappeared, in a country of B.bles
churches, schools, and Sabbaths, here we are in
the use of the mistletoe that at Christmas and
New Year's time garnishes our houses and looks
down on happy meetings of gathered families
and loving friends, observing an old pagan rite,
The term ** Yule” and the cry “ Hogmanay ”
with which our boyhood was familiar at New
Year's time, and which is of universal usage at
least in Scotlacd, are both relics of heathenism
—it being by this cry that the people were sum-
moned to the sacrifices of their god, and to his
festival, which they celebrated with revels and
universal conviviality. We might wonder why
a period of the year specially calculated to ex-
cite so'emn and serious thoughts, should ever
have been set apart for entertainments calculat-
ed rather to dissipate than excite such thoughts,
and for convivial indulgences which often equal
led, perbaps excelled, in their drunken excesses’
those of heathenism.

It was not long ere the church found out her
mistake, in acting on expediency rather than on
principle. The feasting and merriment which,
for the purpose of reconciling them to Christian-
ity, she allowed her converts to continue indulg-
ing in at New Year's time, reached a vast beight
in France. To such an extent was their bac-
chanalianism carried, that the French govern-
ment bad to step forward and repress it by the
strong arm of the law.

This history teaches us, as do many things
else, that there is no reformation so good in its
ultimate results as what our fathers called a
*root and branch” one. Compromises in
worldly affairs wbich involve no question of
truth and principle, cannot be too much com-
mended. In moral and religious matters they
cannot be too strongly condemned. Let the
Churches beware of establishing any such truce
between truth and falsehood. Many of these
may be separated on what might be called
points rather than principles; on matters of
remote and doubtful inference rather than of
plain and direct revelation. But though I
therefore think that union among Protestant
denominations is not only exceedingly desirable,
but much more attainable than many suppose,
yet no scheme toward it, toward the conversion
of the heathen, or toward reconciling world!y
men to religion, to Corist aod his cross, should
be entertained that involves the smallest com-
promise either of the doctrines or the morals of
our holy faith. This were to sew a piece of
new cloth into an old garment, to pour new
wine into old bottles.

Though I have traced the peculiar and con-
vivial customs of the new year to paganism, I
should be sorry that any one supposed that I
regard otherwise than with favour the kindly

around a bowl ot spiced ale, and drinking their ‘[
heaiths, banded it round to the others, every |
one as be lifted the .bowl saying in good old
Saxon, ¢ Waes hael,” or * To your bealth,” an |
expression in which we find tte origin of the |
word wassail,—the wassail bowl.
custom prevailed, and to some extent still pre-
vails, in Scotland. When the clock struck
twelve the members of the family drank to each
otber's hea'th in the Aot pint, as it was called .
tol'owing this up with dances and mirth and
merry-making. Nor was this all ; it was suc-
ceeded by what proved a much greater temp-
tation to sobriety and virtue. Carrying this
bowl! replenished with ale and spices, they s_al-
lied forth to wisit their neighbours, entering
each house wi.b uproarious cheers, and exchang-
ing friendly greetings in drinks given and re-
ceived. A very common result of this first
footing, as it was called, and of the drink be-
side friendly greetings which they exchanged

ere the ew year had well begun, conviviality
bhad run inte riot, and brutal drunkenness lay
in the gutters or went staggering along the
streets. And though the babits of this age are
a great improvement on former times—not in-
deed because the whiskey-bottle bas been sub-
stituted for the hot pint—our towns still present
many disgraceful spectacles at New Year's time
In walking the streets of Edinburgh how have
[ been fil'ed with disgust and sorrow '—thank-
ful, however, that it was not the season when
foreigners visited the city, else we must have
b'ushed for our country and its religion as we
locked them in the face.

Edisburgh, more perbaps than any other
place, used to celebrate the new year with
Saturnalian rites,. The principal streets were
more thronged between twelve and one o'clock
on New Year's day morning than at mid day in
the full tide of business ; and as if to make up
for their usually ‘strict and grave, if not stern,
demeanour, the people like a bow too strongly
beot, and suddenly unbent, sprang into the op-
posite extreme. Lven womesn- relaxed not a
little of their usual modesty ; and grave citizens
became baccharalisns. So soon as the Tron
church steeple rang out the midnight hour, a
tremendous shout rose snd rent the air. At that
signal the crowd rashed into the wildest excess-
es and o-gies were begun, with little distinction
of sex, age, or rank, that, traceable to the days
of paganism, were a disgrace to Christianity.

Whetber it was for the purpose of checking
the excesses of this season by a better and more
Christian way, that John Wesley esablished a
“ watch night at New Year's times, | know not.
Probably it was. Says Mr. Wesley in his Jour-
nal :—“If I can probably conjecture that,
either by the novelty of this ancient custom, or
by any other indiflerent circumstances, it is in
my power to ‘ save a soul from death and bide
a multitude of sins,” am I c'ear before G:d if 1
do it not P—if I do not snatch that brand
out of the burning ?”

“ Sir,” says Wesley elsewhere, in repelling
the attacks of a Rev. Wm. Bailey, of Cork,
“You charge me with holding * midnight as-
sembles.’ Sir, did you never see the word
‘ Vigil’ in your Common Prayer Book ? Do
you know what it means? If not, permit me
to tell you, that it was customary with the an-
cient Christians to epend whole nights in pray-
er; and that these nights were termed Vigile
or Vigils. Therefore, for spending a part of
some nights in this manner,in pub ic and solemn
prayer, we have not only the authority of our
national Chnreh, but of the universal Church in
the earliest ages.”

So wrote Jobn Wesley. To these who blam-
ed him for setting his hymns to tunes that
though of good merit, were in many cases asso-
ciated with profane songs, he had replied, “ I
see no reason why the devil should have all the
'good music.” No wonder that this same man,
like soldiers who dash boldly on a park of artil-
lery to seize it and turn on the enemy their own
guns, should conceive and carry out the idea of
turning a night of debauchery into one of de-
votion—at least of such services as would by
God's blessing, guard people from excess, and
teach them to join trembling with their mirth,
Wise in his generation as the children of this

world ia theirs, Wesley did not think it enough
simply to denounce the drinking and debauchery
of the times. He knew human nature better.
He was not ignorant of the principle which
Dr. Chalmers illustrates in one of his noblest
sermons, this, namely, * the expu'sive power
of a new affection.” So, without attempting to
altogether abolish an old custom, he said, “ By
ail mears celebrate the advent of the New Year,
not, however with the dissipation of pagans,
but the devotion of Christians.” And in this
exercise we resolved to take part, with a con-
gregation of his followers on the last night of
1865. We repaired to their chapel a little after
ten o'clock. The riot of the streets bad already
begun, and it was a great relief to escape from
them, and find ourselves quietly seated amidst
a congregation whose countenances, as became
their situation, bore a mingled expression of
happiness and solemnity. It was pleasant to
see 30 large an assembly on such a night, and at
such an hour ; aud to recognize members who
though, like ourselves, belonging to another
than the Wesleyan communion, bad gone to
unite with their brethren of that church in the
solemn, striking service which I proceed to des-
cribe.

The minister appeared in the pulpit punctual.
ly st balf past ten, robed in gown and bends—s
costume, by the way not used by the Methodists
in Eogland, though their Conference has to
much good sense to quarrel with its use in Scot-
land, or to insist in auch minor matters on a
regid and unvatural uniformity. He began the
services by reading out a hymn, which the people
sang with Methodist spirit to the music of an
organ. The full burst of their earnest and ring-

with all they encountered on the road, was that |

“ We can, O Jesus, for thy sake,
Devote our every hour to Thee ;
Speak but the word. our souls shall wake,
And sing with cheerful melody:
Thy praise shall our glad tongues employ,
And every heart sbali dance for joy

The minister now descended, and resigned

A 'imﬂ"hhe pulpit for balf an hour to s local prescher;

and | may remark by the way that his address,
directed chiefly in warning words to joung
men and women, proved tbat, though s liberal
' education is of great value to ministers, he may
be an effective speaker who bas never been at
college. A few minutes before twelve this wor-
| thy man brought his remarks to a close. The
{ minister returned to the pulpit ; a.d having ad-
| dreesed the congregation in a few solemn and
| weighty words, he ssid that there were now only
| some two or three mioutes of the old year to
|run, and these he wculd recommend them to
pass in secret communiou with God. Then the
whole congregation, following his example, bow-
ed the bead, and fell on their koees in silend
preyer. During these few minutes an awful so-
ilemui(y filled the biuse,—a ctiilness on which
the hour, as it siruck cne beat ou the clock, aa-
oouncing that one year' was goae and anotber
begun, broke with startling effect. At Manches-
ter, where I first witnessed tis most impressive
service, the effcct was still greater. There, the
clock rang out i's fuil twelve beats; and as they
slowly snd soiemnly rucceeded each other, they
sounded like the laet dyirg throbs of the expir-
ing year. Bo soou as the ringiog out the old
and ringing in the new year had brought us to
the end of one and the beginning of another
stage iu life’'s journey, the whole congregation
rose to their feet; and like men who spring tor-
ward anew on a heavenward race, for a heavenly
crown, they burst out into this song : —

** Come let us anew our jourmey pursue,

Roll ronod with the year,

And never stand still tili the Master appear.”
Ere the echoes of the hymn had died away,
the minister rose  to pronounce the blessing ;
and the service closed. We went out into the
starry night to_ hear the sound of revelry and riot,
but to see nothing incoogruous with our devo-
tions in many of the congregation tarrying at
the door to salute their scquaintances with a
“ Happy New Year” and much hearty shaking
of hands.

The most remarksble and impressive feature
of this service was perhaps the depth an solemnoi-
ty of the silence that fi led the hc ute, while the
congregation engaged in secret prayer duriog
tbe last moments of the old dying year. At the
solemn midnight hour, and the eve of an another
year, the voice of man is stilled ; and, amid the
deepest silence, the whole living assembly, each
as 1f he were alone, engages in inward prayer.
Ihe time, the placs, the awful stillness, the vast
multitude around, each holding secret commun-
ion with God, presents a scene that might sober

prayer. And now msy [ not ask, why should

book, whenever circumstacces render it
practicable and convenient? The
Papists 18 not worse than, or indeed so inexcu-
sable ae that which maintains we have nothing
to learn ‘rom others in the ordinances of God's
house and worship. It were ludicrious if it
were not ead, to find good Protestants who deny
infaliibiiity to the Pope, and yet, resistiog sl
change, seem to regaurd their fothers or them-
selves as infaliible, and their own old system as
80 perfect that it 1s incapable of improvement
What else is that than to say. ‘‘The temples of
the Lord, the temples of the Lord are we.”

Very seldom have [ worshipped with Christ-

tians of other 'denominations, either at home or
abroad, with my countrymen or with Foreign-
ere.— French, Swiss, German or Italians,—with-
out seeing something in their churches, which I
would bave,been happy to engraft on our own.
And this is a feeling, I venture to say, common
to all who while enjoying the privilege of wor-
shipping with other denominations, have sought
to see io their services not what they might con-
demn, but might admire and imitate. It is good
to be conservatives, but not of defects. In these
days of bold sttacks, from unexpected quartere,
0u our most sacred and cherished beliefs, let all
on the watch towers of Zion sound forth,”
Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the waye
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein, and ye sball find
rest for your souls.” But though it is our duty
to keep by the old roads, it may not be our duty
to keep by the old ruts. Between old roads and
old ruts, there is a great ard too much forgotten
distinction. What is commendable in Churches
other than our own, why should we be such
bigots as not to copy. Who can sfford to dis-
pense with what other good, intelligent, and
pious Christians have found to be aids to de-
votion. The tide runs strong the other way ; and
we need to crowd all sail on the mast to advance
in grace, and at length arrive in heaven.
To the lateness of these Watch-night Services
Do one can justly object. They occur but once
a yesr; and hours a¢ late are not held a valid
objection to balls, to theatres, or even to the oc-
casionally protracted social meetings of such as
would frequent peither the one nor the other.
Where can we s0 well take leave of the old year
with ail its sins to answer for, or enter on the
new with all its)trials to e€ncounter, as in the
House of God ? The soleminities of the servi-
ces are eminently calculated to restrain the ex-
cesses of the season, They teach us, what we
are prose to forget, amid its festivities to re-
Joice with trembliog. Nor can I doubt were all
our congregations, where convenient, to meet
after the fashion of the Methodists, as is done in
some Episcopalian Churches in London—many
of our people would bless God and say with
Wesley, * Exceeding great are the blessings we
have found therein ; it has generally been an ez-
tremely solemn Season where the word of God
sank deep into the heart.”

a bachanalian, and move the most ind ff. rent to

not all other Churches, in the Methodists’ new-
year,s night service, tahe a leaf out of their
both
bigotry of

discourse from Numbers xxxii The text
and the method of treatment were well (al, ulat.
ed to strengthen the faith of Chris.ians in the
success of Missions, and the ultimare triumph of
Chbristianity.
FRESHWATER.

The first meeting of the series was held at
Freshwater, forming part of the Cartonear cira
cuit. Our chapel here was well i led. T 1
ence manifested an inte ligent interes 1y (he ro.
ceedings of the evening ; and paid marked atten.
tion to the several addresses of (Lo depuration
When leaving this meeti

Titwas felt that (he
‘“key note” bad been struck, and u

od !.vv;w was
cntertained that the subsequent music woyld tall
gratefully upon the ear.

CARBONEAR

It may be well to note here that our church
in Carbonear appeared in anew drese. By the
assistance of carpenters, plasterers and paint-
ers, the old, time-bonored sanc tuary presen's a
comparatively youthtul aspect, and seems to 1n-
dicate its ability yet to perform years of valua-
ble service. On November 2ith, it was well
lighted aud well-filled with the bone and muse le,
the intelligence and beauty of Carbonear Me-
thodism. The chair was taken by the town
magistrate, 1. I. M'Neil, Esq., who opened the
proceedings with s neat speech. The report
being read by the suparintendent, Bro. Comben.
eloquently directed attent on to the monuments
of fame reared by missionaries in the mission
field. Bro. Waterhouse was in perfect sympa-
thy with the remarks of Kro. Comben. Bro.
Pike alluded to the fact that a note of retrenc h-
ment had been sounded, and, while noticing dit-
ferent scenes of missionary operations, asked
where retrenchment could rake place with cred-
it to Methodism as a Church? RBro
hoped the meeting wou'd result in spiritual
good, and urged the congregation to increased
exertion in the cause of God. The collection
being taken up, this truly profi'ah’'e meeting was
brought to a c'ose.  All were pleased with the
good order observed during the evening. The
different speakers carefully abstained from any
The
day for pointless] anecdote has passed away.
The musical performance contributed in a great
I'he
cko'r gathered in good strength, and made the
Wo
* happy
returns” of such MISSIONATY anuiversaries,

Phinney

remark ca'cu'ated to produce excitemert,

degree to the success of the anniversary

old sanctuary ring with “sweet music ™
wish the Carbonear Methodists many

HARBOR GRACF.

‘The evening following, found the deputation
on a missionary platform in Harbor Grace
Church. Missionary sermons hnd been preach-
ed bere the previous Sabbath by Messrs Water-
house and Cranford. The report buving been
read, Rev. A Ross, moved is adoption. The
Rev. gentleman was folowed by Mr. Rulber-
ford and Joseph Peters, E:q. The
claim the interest of the mee'ing were Bro Wa-
terbouse, Mr. Rogers, and Mr. Sheriff Fraser,
all of wtom delivered acceptable addrssses,
Bro. Phinney tend:red bis acknowledgments
to these who bad in times past so kindly con-

next to

tributed to 1he funds of the Society: and was
followed by Bro. Pike and Mr. Jillard who
spoke feelingly of the intluence and eflorts of
tbe ladies 1n the advancement of the good cause,

We heve now, Mr. Editor, finished our repcrt ;
and we pray that-the churches of Methodism
may long be blessed with the ability to throw
into the treasury of the Lord. A writer on mis-
sions says, ** We are not te deal out our gifts as
if we were bestowing an alms, or perform ina
‘distasteful duty orservice. It was not thus that
the Saviour acted toward us. The manifesta-
tions of his pi'y were not forced from him as
wine from the grapes, but flowed forth sponta-
neously, as water from the gushing fountain.”
If Methodists will let their gifts * flow ferth,™
means will not be wanting to send out the mes-
sengers of salvation ; and the great Methodist
Church will not be backward in belping on the
fulfilment of that werd, which predicts the over-
throw of all error, and the universal extension
of the kingdom of our Lord.

G. FoRrsky,

Carbonear, Dec. 3, 1868,

E—
For the Provincial Wesleyan.

Bigotry and Intolerance.
DeaR MR. EDITOR,—] have been thinking
lately that a short account of the teschings and
doings of a certain apostle of Bishop , on
this shore, might he interesting to the readers
of the “ Provincial Wealeyan."

In the immediate vicinity of Cape Ray, does
& son of the Church of E.gland exercise bis
ministry,—and because of bis direct succession
from the spostles, snd_of the authority there-
by vested in him, he thunders forth his ana-
themas,

*“ As if he sat
On all tweive thrones uppiled,
Arranging Israel.”

Against Wesleyans in particular his judgments
are fiercely denounced ; for while he asserts
bimeelf to be a true minister of * the most
scriptural church in the world” and assures the
faithful, of the infallible certainty of their eter-
nal ealvation, seeing their names have been
written in the bock of life, that is, the * Church
Register,” ard that they have been confirmed in
the faith, by a bishop of the succession,” he
declares the certain, and awful,
‘““the Wesleyans.”

Lest any of bis flock should by any means be
contaminated, they are all strictly forbidden to
eat with, or even speak 10 a Wesleyan ; and so
careful is he to prevent any of his sheep from
straying into danger, that he opens the doors of
the church twice a week, when there jg service
in the Wesleyan Church. And in addition to
this check, he is preparing arother, by the for-
mation of & Temperance Club, whose members
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franchise under the new Reform Act, there be- ‘ tion and power

ly tendencies to secure their better portion in a | . i
ing in some of the constituencies, a considerable i

million, is
- W

greetings and gifts, the family gatherings and | 0ice® all but drowned the sound ofits pipee, and may take & little wine when they are so minded.

brighter and a purer world,

[

It will be well it we bave so learnaod wisdom |
by experience, as that we can enter upon an-
other year better qualified for the duties we owe
to ourselves, to the world and tothe Church of
God. Itis well if we have been brought to
set a priceless value upon Time, and are there-
by likely to employ to the very best advantage
the remaining portion of ourearthly existence
To that guidance which would have led us safe

ly we have often been disinclined to listen ; so

iegree of uncertainty as to whether the Conser- |

The ficances of tie Papal States are in a

|
:!he exercise of the newly-acquired electoral pri-
| vileges.

In sowe instances thé results of a particular
election took most people greatly by surprise.

I'his was especially the case when it was an-

vatives or the Liberals would be benefitted b’:n-ry embarrassed coudition, preseating a seri-

nounced that Mr. Mill, the member for West-

minster, had been defeated.
| member can be well spared ; for his philosophic

No doubt the ex-

that we bave now the greater reason for offer- | scepticism, and the fact of his baving sent £10

ing the inspired petition, ** So teach us to num-

ber our days, that wo may apply
unto wisdom.”

e e

The Week of Prayer.

JANUARY 3—10

1869,

We hail the return of the annual season of

united prayer, and have pleasure in giving pub-
licity to the ('xr_l'ular on the subject, put forth by
the representatives of the British and Foreign
Branches of the Evangelical Alliauce :—

Beloved Brethren in Christ of every Land —In

prospect of the coming New Yeer, and mindful |

of the great blessiogs graciously vouchsafed by
God in answer to the united supplications of
His pecple, the Evangel c:l Alliance cordislly
renew their invitation to Christians throughout
the world to observe a week of Prayer in January
next.

| to assist in defraying the expenses of Bradlaugh
too plainly show where he would be found in
I am glad to tell you that Brad-

the country,

House of Commons will be far less notable than
some of its partizans hoped. Our zealous M.P,
Mr. Isaac Holden has been defeated in the con-

of Yorksbire. In his address at the close of the
poll, Mr. Holden attiibuted his defeat to the great
| power of the landed proprietors in connexion
with the keen opposition of the clergy of the
Church of England. While we lose Mr. Holden
we have to congratulate ourselves on the success
of our able, generous and warm-hearted friend
Mr. McArthur for Lambeth, who was returned

our hearts | the notorious infidel candidate for Nortbampton
any legislation affecting the religious interest of
laugh, oue of the boldest blasphemers of the

day, was left far in the rear at Northampton, so
that the representation of icfidelity in the new

test for the Eastern Division of the West Riding | claration that Rome sppeared to find pleasure

| ous excess of expenditure over income. The
cardinals bave been laying their heads together

| to see how the alarming deficiency can be met,
and it is eaid that they have recommended a
large reduction of the Papal army, It is sup-
posed that the Ex-Queen of Spain fwas in the
babit of sendiag large sums of money to Rome,
and that the loss of this source of revenue is the
cause of the financial pressure on the Rome
government.

Another source of disgust and disappointment
to the Pope is the indignant refusal of the East.
ern Church to accept the invitation to the Gen-
eral Council, which his Holiness forwarded by
his Legate to the Patriarch of Constantino-
'p.‘e. The Patriarch told the Legate, that the
Greek Church, as it never has admitted, so it
never will admit that there is any one Bishop
supreme ruler ard head over all the rest.
Among other urpalatable utterances of the
| Patriarch to the Pope’s messenger, was the de-

in wandering farther and farther from the path
of primitive orthodoxy, and promulgating ** an
ever varying series of new dogmas and enact-
ments abhorrent to divine tradition.” The Le-
gate was equally outspoken, and said that in no
manner of way did Rome propose to depart
from her professed principles.” The interview
closed by the Patriarch requesting the Legate

innocent convivia'ities, which make the shortest
among the bappiest days ot the year. Happy
the homes where songs as well as psalms drown
the roaring of the storm, and affection and
mirth diffuse such light and warmth within the
house as to make us forget the biting cold and
darkness without.  In foretelling the return of
God’s banished people, Jeremiah says that “ in
all their dwellings shall be heard the voice of

‘[thanksgiving and the voice of them that make

merry,” and so shou!d our bomes be, when say-
ing with the poet,— ’
“ I saw the skirts of the departing year,”

we hail the advent of its successor. But it is
sad to take farewell of the old year without any
grateful remembrance of its mercies, and sor-
rowful thought of its sins; to have the mirth
without the thanksgiving ; and reckless of the
‘emptations, and trials, and sorrows, and diffi-
culties and deaths the new year may bring, to
allow that to run into excess and our conviviality
nto debauchery.” The time is one for enjoy-
ment, but not certainly more for enjoyment than
for suitable reflections on the past, and good
resolutions for the future. And it is shocking to
see these drowned in the drinking bowl—the
voice of conscience lost in riot and uproar !

But without anxious and even prayerful care,
the customs of the season were very apt to lead
toexcess. For instance, in the old time in Eng.

land, the bead of the house assembled his family

demons rated that an organ, whatever objectiors
people may have to instrumental music as an
aid to pealm singing, does not alwaye, and need
pever, sopersede or interfere with local praise—
the song of grateful hearts rising from hallowed
lips: Taey sang the hymn commencing
‘¢ Jesus the Conqueror reigns.”

After this, the minister ¢ffsred up a very im-
pressive prayer, acknowledging the mercies and
also the sins of the past year—seeking grateful
hearts and pardon through the blood of Christ—
in view of the year about to enter, renewing
vows and dedications to God, with earnest
prayer for grace to do its duties, to meet s
triale, to resist its temptations, to bear itg bur-
dens, and to be ready for the deaths it might
bring. Another hymn was then sung, and the
90th Psalm, beginning with these worde : —
* Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all
generations,” read,—and read impressively, —
After the congregation had 8gain sung,the mini-
ster choosing for his subject these words of 1
Samuel 7, 12, * Samuel took a stone, and set it
b:tween Migpah and Shen, and called the name
of it Ebenezer, saying, “ Hitherto hath the Lord
belped us,” delivered an appropriste address,—
At it close the congregation sang :—

** We will not close our wakeful eyes,
We will not let our eyelids sleep,
But humbly lift them to the skies,
And all a solemn virgil keep ;

So many years on sin bestowed,
Can we not watch one night for God :

ceed in forcing his advance.
baving again gone to the front; baving sung
the introductory hymn‘, and offered the openihg
prayer, our estimable Bro. made his appearance,
We immediately gave place, and, having ascend.-
ed th8; pulpit,

Carbenear and Harbor Grace Mis-
sionary Meetings.
Mz, Ep1tor,—According to direction we
send you a report of the anniversary missionary
meetings beld in connection with this and the
neighboring Circuit. By the arrangement of
the Financial District meeting the sermons at
Carbonear were to be preached in the morning
by the Rev. A. Ross, of the Free Church, Har-
bor Grace, and, In the afternoon by the Rev. J,
Waterhouse, of Brigus. The Sabbath selected
proved stormy. A high wind prevailed from
the eastward, with snow, which prevented the
arrival of Mr. Ross, and which had the effect of
making those present at our morning service
“like angels visits, few and far between.” The
writer, under the clreumstances, occupied the
pulpit in the morning, supported in a measure
by the feeble bope that Bro, Waterhouse would
make good his jeurney from Harbor Grace for
the afternoon service, Considerable unbelief
was entertained as to the appearance of the ap-
pointed preacher. The idea was that the storm-
king was too violent, and that he would not suc-
However, after

Bro. W. gave us an admirable

This is in opposition to the Bons of Temperance,
and s supplementary means of keeping the
church in its own house i 88 one of the club
rules is ** Every member of (his club sh
church twice every SBunday,
often as possible.”

ull go to
and on Holydays as

But still, for all thie, there is a dee, well of
charity in his apostolical heart; for he earnestly
endesvours to lead the Jost shieep back to tte
only fold ; and even the Jittle lambs he would
gladly rescue from dostruction. |Ip, proof of his
good will, he consecrated, a few weeks 8go, a
new house, fwhich aq ci-devant churchman was
building. He offers to marry over again, in a
proper manner, any, or all, whom * thesse Wes-
leyans” have joined together. He is wjil ng also
to baptize such infants as have been sprinkled
by * unauthorized persons.”

I daresay not every knows that 'no but
a0 epiecopally ordained minister, can lawfully
read the whole of the Church of England buria]
service, However such is the judgment of the
Church’s representative here. So if one if his
flock should happen to die during his absence
from the place, the body must remain unturied
until his return. Not very very long since more
than one body lay in the church a fortnight ;
and in the mouth of November, Just past, the

body cf a child had been lyiog in a schoolbouse,

ot far from bis residence, upwards of three

weeks. His consistency, as regards the neces-

sity of having a true minister to read the burial

one,
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