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ELIJAH'S TRANSLATION.

S4p was the hour to every prophet’s son.
When good Elijah’s race was ncarly run,—
And God, by inspiration, had fureshown
Their Master soon should reach Jchevah's 1hronc.
His work of zealous warning now was o'er,

And Baal's worskippers must grieve no more,
Nor Israel’s sins distract his pious mind,—
Is-ael to ido! worship oft isclined.—

No more fatigued, disconsolate, distressed,
Reneath the juniper he secks for rest,—

No longer called to stem a Tyrant's rage,

And with the priests of Jezcbe! engage—

To vindicate before a nation's eye

The God of truth and awful majesty ;

To prove to Israel, faltering in their zeal,

That Jacod’s God can wound, and kill, and hcai.
No more, midst deserts rude, to pine and cry,—
That truth had failed—that Israel loved a lie ;—

‘ The altars of the living God forsook,

Aad not n prophet, but himself, to brook

The mal displeasure of a vicions mind,—

With Jezebel's infuriate zeal combined :

A King and Queen, by jove of ain possessed,
Tntent to have the faith of God suppressed.

No more to sec the Iand beneath the rod
Rcuurged, wither'd, barren, by 1ke hand of God : —
No flowers in Spring ; in Summer’s hours no bloom ,
No froit in” Autumn—Desolation’s gloom

Spread wide and far o'er Canaan's wither’d land
Where smiling plenty dwelt at God's command.
No rains descending clothed the earth with green ;
No nurturing dews Ifke pearly drops were scen—
The Jand was burned beneath a parching sun,
And dread(ul famine ruin’s work begun.

Three years aud more, the zealous prophect’s ese,
And helirt, were pained with Israel's misery :

But well he knew the hand that dealt the blow,
Would mingle mercy in the cup of woe ;—
And Israel chasten’d by the God of love,
Was loudly czlled from Baal to remove :—
These scenes of woe had passed. [is eye was brigh:,
And glory’s visions scemed to cheer his sight.

_As ifto nerve him for the rapid car,

Which soon would bear him (rom the world afar,
He wishz:! to be unnoticed, and alone,
To send bis erdent off rings to God's throne ;
To mourn while yet he can the evils done,
Or pray for lsrael's good befure his crown is won -
This wish {s vain—for 1o ! Eiisha's love,
W ill not allow him from his friend to move :
Nought, less than death, can sever friendship's tic,
Or place the Tishbite from Elisha's eyc.—
His Jast sad bleseing he will not forego,
But share his converse while he stays below,
8ce how a living man ascends the skies,
And catoh his fulling mantle as be tlics !

To Jordan's stream they came—E!jih threw
His mantle on the waves—the waves withdrew !
On cither sides the cbedient waters stand,

And Jet the prophets pass on solid Jand !

¢ Wit now,” cnquires the Tishbite,  sha'l be done
Uefore we parts for thee, my son ! my son >"—

** A double portion of thy spirit 1 require,
. Tho' thy whole soal is tonched with heavenly fire -
So great my love of goad 1 this desire.”

** Thy prayer is great indecd,” Eljah cried,

‘ But if thou see’st me taken from thy side.

Thy large petition shall not be denied.”"

Just gt he spoke,—a whirlwind sweeps arounu,
A flamiog car and steeds now touch the ground
Efjnh mounts aloft on eagle's wings—

The flery chariots of the King of Kings '—

Elisha saw him with a bleeding heart;

Though soon to have hiy gifts, yet griev'd to part,
And cried,—* My Father ' lcave me not alone *
The charfot of Israel and horscuen are goac '™

Elijali's mantle now the prophet Lears,
And in his grief his robes in sunder toars ;
To Jordan's stream with burning thoughta procecds,—
Hie mind revolving the lost prophet's deeds :
‘* Where is Elijah's saving God " he cried,
And smote the waves—the waves again divide :
The Tishbite's wondrous gifts, by bounteous heaven
For lasrael’'s good, again to msn are given :—
The youthfyl prophets own Elisha's seal, -
And at his feet, with frank submission, kaecl ;
Rejoiced to feel, that God's own goodness reigee,
And sdill, in Isrsel's midst, Flijah's fire malatains. .

)’rc‘ucc Edward Island, 15th Oct., 1838. T. M. D
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Communications.

THE MUTUAL OBLIGATTIONS OF THFE
MINISTERS OF CHRIST, AND THE MEM-
BERS OF THEIR RESPECTIVE CONGRE-

GATIONS.

THe history of the Church, no less than that of the
world, affords convincing evidence that mankind are
prone to run into extremes. To instance in one par-
ticular, some periods of ecclesidstical history bave
witnessed the tyranny of ghostly monitors, and the
conseqaently crushed and abject state of the people ;
while others have been equally notorious for the pre-
valency of the opposite mannees. Christianity, how-
ever, commends to its subjeets the spirit of modera-
tion, cnforces a due regard to”all acknowledged da-
ties, and frowns at the principles which scek to exalt
one class of obligations at the cxpense of another. In
offering & few remarks on the subject ynder notice,
we shall proceed to lay down the following proposi-
sitions, viz. :—The God of order has established the
relation that subsists between the Ministers, and the
people of Christ. Some indced have supposed, that
a standing order of Ministers, wvas peculiar to the days
of the Apostles, and that censequently all have an

equal right to cxercise their gifts, in whatsocver way




