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LECIUBE ON THE APOSTOLICITY
OF THE CHURCH.

His Lordship the Bishop of Londin
Jectured on this subject on last Buuoay
evening.  The following is & full report
of Hw Lordship’s exceedivgly able aud

tructive Jecture :
mﬂu Loidship began by reading ths fol-
fowing verses from St. Paul’s Epwile to
the Ro~ sus—x, 14,15,

“How shall they call on him in whom
they bave not belicved; or how shall they
believe bim of whom they bave not Leard;
And how shall they hear withoutr a

reacher; and how shall they preacn uu-
they be sent.” A 3

The sul ject of this eveuing’s lec vre is
the Apusioacity of the Church of (host
asan &3 Lllal sud exclasive wuik thoreof,
That Church which 18 prosed to be spos
tol'¢ 1 acveiine, in publie, unin errop d
mini-try, éaing tow tne Apos:los; and in
migion, wust be ths Chuich imsitited
by the Lund Jesus Christ.

During the courge of these lictures 1
have again snd egain shown that ¢ hist,
before uis Asceneron, organiz-d His apos
tles 1uto & teaching body or chuicu— nat
be clothed trem s such with bis power
and authority—tbat he commissioned
them to be the teachers of His revelation,
and to adwinister His Sacraments—ubat
be prowised them His epecial assistavnce in
their office of teaching, and conferred on
thetn, as a teachiog aud goveruing society,
an existence and duration that wou \end
only with time, This society orcorporate
body of religious teachers and guides s the
only oneinstituted by Christ, the ouly one
commissioned to teach his doctrines aud

# His commsudments, the only one that is
» suthorized to receive believers into His
communion by baptism, the only one that
inherits the promise of His special protec-
ton during sll the days of its existence
down to 1he consummation of the world.
This is the sheepfold of Christ, and all who
do not go into 1t by the door are thieves
and robbers ; this alone is the mystic body
of Christ, and the organ of the Holy
Ghost, and those alone belonging to it par-
take of the life of Uhriet and are really
taught of God.  This is the only Chuarch
which it is absolutely necessary to hear
under pain of being reputed asaheathen
and a publican, This society must exist to-
day as it did in Apostolic times, for Christ
Himself promised it an undying existence
down to the cousummation of the world.
No matter what tempests of persecution
might rage against it, uo watter what augry
waves of buman passions might threateu 1t
with déstruction, no matter what revo'u-
tions might occur, destroying civil govern-
ments, overturning throunes and covering
the earth with the broken wrecks of states
and empires, this church, founded by
Obrist on the apostles and upheld by His
almighty power, must continue unshaken
and imperishable in the discbarge of ite
mighty functions, down to the eud of

.
It follows, therefore, that any Church
claiming to be the Charch of Christ must

ve that it belongs to the Church
mnded by Christ on his apostles, that it
is identical in doctrine and origin with it,
that it inherits its teachings, its ministry
snd its authority from it, in other wordes,
that it is 1be continuation of that teaching
society or church which Jesus fouuded
and chartered for the salvation and eancti-
fication of His people; it must shew that it
is apostelic in doctrine and in the per-
petuation of the Apostolic ministry and
authority to teach.

All Christians admit that apostolicity of
doctrine and of micistry is an essential
mark of the Church of Christ, and that the
@burch lacking it cannot ba the Courch
of Christ and must necessarily be a false-
hood and an imposture.

Hence Protestants loudly boast that in
casting off the yoke of the Roman Courch
they merely returned to the purity of
faith professed by the primitive church
and to her apostolic ministry, The
Nicene Creed declares apostolicity to be
one of the marks of the true Church of
Christ. It is evident from the teaching
of holy writ that our Blested Lord de
ereed that his church should always con
tinue to profess and teach all the doc-
trines that he had revealed in their in-
tegrity and purity and without any alloy
of error for all the ages. Our Divine
Redeemer eaid to His apostles: “Going
therefore teach all nations. He that
heareth you heareth me, I will ask
the Father and He will give you auother
paraclete that He may abide with you for-
ever.,” John xiv 16, “The paraclete
whom the Father will send in My name,
He will teach you a!l things and bring

all things to your mind whatsoever
I thall bave eaid to you.” John xvi.,
27, From these solemn declarations
and assurances of our Redeemer it
follows: First, that He instituted a church
and that the apostles were its first author-
ized ministers and ers. Second, that
He committed the whole body of His
revelation to the authority and guardian.
ship of that church; 3rd, that He repeatedly
promised that He and His holy spirit
would ever abide with that church
to guide and protect it, to
preserve it from  error in its
office of teaching; and 4th, that this church,
informed and enlightened by the Holy
Ghost, would live forever in its cffice of a
divine and infallible teacher. The Church
of Christ must, therefore, exist to-day in
the active discharge of it office of teaching
the doctrines committed to the apostles,
unless we are to admit, which God forbid,
that Christ failed to keep His promises,
The question now arlses in what body of
grofessing Christians, in which church,
rotestart or Catholic, ehall we find the
pewetuudon of apostolic doctrine ?
e have just otserved that the Church
of Christ will, in virtue of the divine
dance and assistance, always contixue

% teach and promulgate all the truths

Sommitted to it by Christ, that it will ever

old them and teach them pure and unde

led, unchanged and uncorrupted.
It follows, therefore, that any new doc-
e opposed to the actual teaching of
® Church must be of its nature a.false
octrine and « human invention, thatany
Dovation in the actual creed of the
thurch must be branded with the character
terror, Truth is necessarily prior to error,
00d ia but the corruption orthe denial
& pre-existing truth, the substance
a:lt Decessarily exist before its shadow,
original before the copy, and hence

2y innovation in Christiun doetrine must
false and spurious, must be either the

corruption or the denial of the teaching
to which it is opposed. This truth the
early Fathers strenuously iuculeated on
their di-cip es to guard them against the
wiles and snares of sectaries. St Lrenmus,
one of the earliest Fathers, refutes all
heresies by reference to the belief of the
Roman Church with which sll Christians
should necersarily agree because of ite
primacy, “Inall things,” eays Tertullian,
“the truth  precedes the image,
the resemblavce comes after the reality,
the truth existed from the beginuing,
error came ouly »fterwards, the good secd
is firet sown by Gud, it is but rubsequently
that cuckle is sown over it by the devil bis
enemy, Tois parable mauifestly desig-
uates the aifference of doctrine, for 1n
auother place the good seed is said to be
the word of God, Thuas it1s evident from
the very order of time that what was
taught  first is  the true acd div-
ine doctiine, sand thit what has
been subsequently superadded is profane
and false” (Tertubian de praescrip cap 29
30),  Iu avother place the same Father
observes “what the apostles aught, that is
what Christ revesled to toew, cau best be
learned fiom those Chu ches which the
apostlss fouuded,  All doctrine which
agrees with the faith of those origival
asd Mother Churches 1s to be deemed 1+
all other is fals¢; vot coming from ths
apo:tles, nor from Christ, nor from God.”
Again, *“to the authurs of mnovel doc
trines, the church has a right to say, ‘who
are you, when and wheuce did you come,
what have you to do, foreiguers, withia
my limite, what right have you, Marcion, to
cut down my trees, who gave you leave,
Valeutine, to change the course of my
streams, by what authority, Apelles,do you
remove wy boundaries? The possession
is mine, I held it first, I held it from the
beginving, I descend from the first
owners. 1 am the heir of the Apoetles.”
(Ibidem Caput 37). 8t. Vincent of Lerins
thus enumerates the eame principle when
explaining the passage of St. Paul to
Timothy, “Keep that which is committed
to thy truet. (I Timothy vi 20.) What mean
those words committed to thy trust ? They
signily that which has been delivered to
ycu, not invented by you; what you have
received, not what you bave found out,
Be careful to teach the same things which
you have learned and thought; you
should propound them in a true manuer
beczuse of not proposing new doctrines;
for to hold that which has beeu
everywhere always, and unanimously
believed, this is truly and properly Catho-
lic.” In conformity with these sound
priuciples the Church acted in every age
ia her judgments of doctrines. Whenever
men arose with a pretended mission to
reform the Church and propouunded doc-
trines autagounistic to the belief and teach.
ing of the Church in their day, they were
by the very fact condemued as innovators,
and teachers of destructive error. No
watter with what cloquence and gifts of
genius they might bave embellished
their teacuings no matter what ap-
peals they might have made to words
of Scripture, the fact of their broaching
dcctrines antagnostic to the faith and
teachings of the existing Church branded
them as rebels to the Church and as
authors of soul-destroying heresy., New
and strange doctrines were considered
necessarily fales, In conformity with
these sourd principles the innovators in
every age were condemned as heretics.
It was in this way and for this reason
that Arius, Nestorius, Eutichiug, Telagius
and many others were branded with
the anathema of the Church, They
propounded doctrines new to the
Church, they appealed to the word
of ecripture against her teaching, and
were therefore condemued as heresiarchs.
M., Renaw, who is an infidel, and there-
fore by no means partial to the claims of
the Catholic church, in a course of lec-
tures delivered in London, Eagland, in
the winter of 1880, speaking of the prim-
itive church, made the following remarks,
which are in strict harmony with the view
we are insisting upon: “To confute a
heretic,” he eays, *‘no reasoning was re-
quired; it was enovgh to show that he
was outside the Catholic pale; and the
rule afterwards formulated by Vincentius
of Lering:  “Quod  semper,  quod
ubique, guod ab omnilus tradium,
was already the test of truth.” Now these
pricciples if true and sound must hold
goed in every age, must be as applicable
to the sixteenth century as to the first or
fifth or tenth century. Our whole dispute
therefore with Protestants in regard to the
apostolicity of doctrine reduces itself to a
question of fact : What were the tenets
of the Christian Church when the
Reformers arose! What were its teachings
when they undertook their self imposed
mission of Reformers! Theee tenets and
teachings were those which are held by the
Catholic Roman Church of to.day.
The oppoeing doctrines of the
Reformers were novelties unknown to the
existing church and were therefore false
and heretical—they came too late to be
identical with apostolic doctrine; and the
church of their day might address the
Reformers in the language of Tertullian,
“Who are you! When,and whence do you
come ! What have you to do within my
limits ? What right have youn Luther, to
cut down my forests? Who gave you,
Calvin, authority to change the course of
my streams? By what authority, Henry
VIIL, do you remove my boundaries?
The possession is mine, I held it first,
I held it from the beginning, 1
descend from the primitive owners, I am
the heir of the Apostles,” Now it is by
these very principles laid down by the
early Fathers as religious axioms that the
Catholic Roman Church bages and trium-
bantly establishes its claim to apos‘olic-
ty of doctrine, The Catholic Romsn
Church was in poseession when the Re-
formers arose. It opposed no new doec-
trines antagonistic to existing doctrines,
it rebelled not egainst, nor did it separate
itself from, & more ancient Christian
Church, It did not raise its altars
against those of a pre existing Chris-
tian society, and hence it rigorously
follows that It is the same religions soci-
ety which was founded by Christ and pro-
mulgated by the apostles, that it is there-
fore lpoltolfc in origin and in the doctrines
which it holds and teaches—that it is the
body of Christ and the organ of the Holy
Ghost, and that not one fota of the saving
doctrines which it received from Christ
and His apostles has it changed or corrup-
ted, Baut, admitting for arguments sak
the pomibility of such a change, |
such a change took place, we would surely
find some trace or proof of it in history.

We can lay our finger on the map of
time, and point out the periods when
the ancient heresiarches arose, and can tell
the nature aud character of the errors they
propounded.  And surely, in the eame
way aud by the same means we could
discover the doctrinal changes introduced
by the Roman Church and the precise
period of their introduction, had such
changes taken place, There would be
queetion, in the case supposed, of the most
vital interest of immortal eouls, there
woul!d be question of corrupting doctrinal
truths on  which human salvation
depended, thers would be  ques

tion of introducing religious tenets
and forms of worship uutil then
unknown, and in direct antagouism to
the most cherished convictions of millions
of human beings How, we ask, coald
such a womentus event take place with

out raisiog the wutmost commotion
awongsy the Chureh’s chidren, how could
such a thing oceur without caliivg forth

the most euvergetic protests from hosts of
the clergy aud lsuity, Aud yet in the
whole history of the Caurch_we do not
find the slightest trace or proof, the
faintest Opposition or protest sgainust the
alleged chauges and corruptious which are
faleely asserted to bave been introduced
into Chisiian faith aud worship by the

Catholic Roman Church. This is a
proof amcuuting to the charvcter
and forcs of a demonstration that

no guch change o corraption had ever
taken place, and tbs¢ therefore the doc-
trines of the Catholic ;! \man Church have
come down from ths primitive church
and ate really and truly apostolic, It
will not do to say, as some adversaries
aseert, that those changes were gradually
and insensibly introduced; for all history
as well as experience and common sense
demonstrate that such a thing is an utter
impossibility, Wetherefore conclude that
the Catholic Roman Church, and it alone,
is Apostolic in ductrine aud holds in ite
bosom, pure aud entire, the whole revela-
tion of Christ, and that the distinctive
tenets of Protestantism are of buman in-
vention and a congeries of the werest
novelties.
But the Church of Christ must be
apostolic, not only in doctrine, but also in
its minwstry avd jurisdic'ion, that is to
say, there must be 1n the church a publie,
perpetual snd uninterrupted succession
of bithops from the apos:l s down to our
time, We are now come free to face
with the question in which of ths two
societies, Protestant or Caiholic, do we
ficd a perpetvation of the Apostolic
ministrty ! In which do we find lawful
wissicn end juddsdicion? It must be
premised tkat Chrirt  inten’ed  the
spostolic miiistry, which he imetituted,
would be continued in the discharge
of 1ts saving functicns down to the
end of time, “All power,” He said to His
apostles, “is given to Me, in heaven and on
earth,” Theevident meaning of this special
commission is that the apostolic minlstry
should last in the world to the end of
time, that though the apostles would die
a8 do other men they would live in their
lawful successors, and the apo:tolic college,
created and chartered by the Son of God,
uld continue forever in its office of
téaching the doctrines of Christ and in the
administration of His ordinances aslong as
as there existed men to be taught
and eouls to be eaved. This truth
is further evidenced by St. Paul
who (in Ephes iv ¢. 11-13)) writes that
Christ gave some to be apostles and
some prophets, and others evangelists, and
others F“to" aud teachers for the perfec-
tion of the saints, for the work of the
ministry unto the edification of the body
of Christ, till we all meet in the unity of
the faith and the knowledge of the Son
of God.,” But a constant, unbroken suc-
cession, of pastors, although necessary, is
not of iteelf sufficient to constitute a true
Apostolic ministry in the full sense of the
word, otherwise the early heretics such
a8 the Nestorians, Eutichians,
and Donatists could have claimed the
Apostolic ministry, notwithstanding their
errors and schism, so long as they retained
a valid ordination, There is required, be-
sides, & lawful mission, or the facalty and
authority to teach and dispense the mys-
teries of Christ, conferred by competent
authority, The Apostles undertook not
the work of the holy ministry until duly
commissioned to do so. No one should
take the honor to himself, but he that is
truly called of God. ““Even,”says St, Paul,
(Hebrews v . 6.) “Christ did not glorify
Himeelf to be made a High Priest, but He
that eaid to Him, Thou art a priest for
aver aceording to the order of Melchise-
deck.,” The E:ernal Father, then, con-
stituted our blessed Lord a High Priest
and gave Him from all eternity
his commiesion to teach mankind the
mysteries of the kinglom of heaven.
Christ commissioned his apostles, for he
said, “As the Father hath sent me I also
eend you” (Jobn xx, 22) and the
apostles sent their successors, and so on
down through the ages, This is the divine
order eatablisbed by God for the appoint-
ment and continuation of a legitimate
ministry; and outside of thie divinely
appointed order, no one is authorized to
preach the word of God, or to dispense
the holy mysteriee, Oar Blessed Lord,
before his ascenslon, organized the apostles
into a teaching body, clothed them with his
powers, and commissioned them to go and
teach the world, “All power is'given to
me in heaven and on earth, going, there-
fore teach all nations, . .. and behold I am
with you all days even to the consumma.
tion of the world” (Matt xviii, 18, 19, 20),
This teaching bcdy was constituted a
moral person which was to live forever in
the execution of the divine commission.
Peter is the head of the Apostolic College
—the rock on which the Church was
built—the suparior who wes assigned by
Christ the oftica of confirming his breth-
ren. It was to him and the other
apostles our Lord said, “He that heareth
you heareth me, he hath despiseth you
despissth me, and he that despiseth me
despiseth him who sent me” (Luke x, 16.)
To him and the other apostles constitut.
ing the teaching body, Christ said, “I will
ask the Father and he will give you
another paraclete, the spirit of truth
who will teach you all truth, an
abide with you for ever.” (John xiy,
16 ) The divine commistion thercfore
to teach all nations was given to the apost-
les and their lawful successors in the work
of the apostolate. To no one outeide of
that body were the words, “Go and teach”
addressed, and therefore no one outside
of it has commimion to do so. Any perzon

else presuming to exercise the office of a

shepherd of souls would be rightly con
sidered as not entering the sheepfold by
the door, but by climbing up another
Way, snd would, therefore, be a thief and
8 robber, coming to kill, and to steal, and
destroy (Su. John x.,1); be would be like
thoee false prophets of whom the Lord
complained through his prophet Jerewish
(xx i, 21), “I did not rend prophets, yet
they rav; I have not spoken to them, yet
they prophesied.” Hence St. Paul insisted
on this lawful missiou as the very basis of
mean's talvation, “How then,” says he,
“shall they call upon Him in whom they
bave not believed, or how shall they

belicv e Him of whom they have not heard,
and  ow  shall they hear without
a preoher, apd how ehall they preach
unles vy be t” (Romaus x., 14)
Wherc: . ths ape proceeds from luvo
cation farth, 1w faith to hearing,
from | 1 to preachivg, aud frow
preaching to missivsn : so thas fu the list
analysis 2 becomes, as it were, the
bagis of man's salvanon ; sioee, without
wission, imparted by God to His preach-
ers, $he people could not have true fiidh,
or the true worship of God. Mission has

been at all times both in the ancient as
well as iu the new dispensation, by divine
appolutment, a nece sary condition of a
Jawful winistry and 1t has in consequence
been considered a wicked and profaue
usurpailon for any person not commis-
sioned o assume the offices and duties of
the miuistry, Hence God invflicted the
awful punishment of being swallowed up
alive 1uto the earth upon Core, Dathan,
and Abiron for having astempted to usarp
the priesthood of Asron and the author-
ity of Moses, (Numbers 16c,, 24, 31 33v,
It is incambent on those who claim to
be apoetle, or the heirs to their authority,
to prove their mission and exhibit their
credentials as ambassadors of Christ, Even
in civil suciety 11 is necessary for ambas.
sadors to prove by their credentials that
they are duly commisstoned by the gov-
ernment which they claim to represent; it
is required from judges to prove that they
are duly commiseioned to judge causes aud
sit in judgment on their fellow-citi-

zems, We must, in  scriptural lan.
guage, try every spirit whether it
be from God. The most arrant

impostors have claimed the authority of
Heaven for their self-improved missions
aud their destructive deadly errors, From
Mahomet duwn to Joe Swith, founder of
the Mormons, impostors aud fanatics have
given 1t out that they were of God,
Mission, therefore, must be proved and
must be ea:ily, irresistably proved, ns God
could not allow the claims of His Church
to rest on doubts avd uncertainties, The
more strictly he requires submission and
obedieucs to those who epeak in His name
the more He owes it to His goodness and
justice and veracity to furnish to His true
messengers, such testimonials and evi
dences of their mission as that all
honest searchers for tbe truth can
easily and surely discern them
from mere impostors, And such in
fact has been aiways the case. When
God sppointed Moses to be the leader of
His chosen people, He empowered him to
work the most splendid and startling mir-
acles in proof of His appointwent and
misgion. The prophets proved their mis.
sion by miiacles as well as by the fnlfill.
ment of their prophecies. The apostles
proved themselves the envoys of heaven
by the most astonishing prodigies, even
Christ Himself repeatedly appealed to His
works and miracles to show tbat He was
sent by His Father, Hence it is by no
means svflicient for a man to say that he is
an envoy of heaven and holds a commis-
sion from God to preach and govern ; he
must prove it by incontestable miracles if
be claims he is commissioned to establisb a
new form of religion, When a new order
of things hag been established, when reli-
gion is once founded, a lawful mission to
teach and govern the faithful may be ob-
tained in an ordinary and normal manner
that 18 by communication from those who
received the authority from God to grant
it—that is, the body or organization origin-
ally constituted by God. In this as in the
former case there is a true mission from
God, through the channel which He Him-
self appointed. Thus while in the old law,
He established and indicated the priest-
hood of Aeron by stupendous miracles He
decreed that the children and descendants
of Aaron should possess His priesthood
and authority without any new miracles
and could prove their mission to the
people by the exhibition of their gene-
alogy. Thus,in the new law mission may
come direct from God, or it may come
through the medium for communicating
it appointed by him., Of the former kind
wae the mission of the apostles, for to
them he said, “Go teach all nations; he
that, heireth you heareth me; he that
despiseth you despiseth me,” and when
having chosen them he gave them power
over unclean spirits to cast them out and
to heal all manners of diseases and
all manner of slcknesses. (Luke ix.,
12 v,) As to the second we find it
mentioned and in operation in the Acts
when the apostles having founded many
churches, those of Derbe, Lystra, Iconium,
Antioch “ordained for them priests in
every church,” (Aects 14 ¢, 22 v.), and
we also find {t expressly mentioned in the
epistles of St. Paul to Titus and to
Timothy, where he tells the former “to
ordain priests in every city,” and warns
the latter not to impose hands lightly on
any man but to choose faithful men who
should be fit to teach others also (Titus i
¢c. 5 v, lst to Timothy v. c. 22 and 2ad to
Timothy il ¢., 2 v.)

The first of these kinds of mission is
called extraordinary, because it is founded
by miracles and is a departure from the
ordinary established order of things, The
second is called ordinary, because it is
proved and communicated according to an
esteblished order of things, How admir
ably these principles find their application
in the Catholic Roman Church! They fiad
themselves as much at home in her system
as does the key in the wards of the lock
for which 1t has Leen made. The apostles
received their commission from Jesus
Christ, They proved it by mlracles to the
people amongst whom they preached. They
ordained bishops and priests and ap-
pointed them over the converts they had
made, These in their turn preached the
word of (tod, exerciscd the holy ministry,
converted multitudes to the Christian
faith and ordained bishops to teach and

govern them, And in this way the
apostolic ministry, beginuing with the
apostles and authenticated gy them by

eplendid miracles, has continued in their

successors in a publie, constant and un-

broken succeselon in the Catholic Church
down to our time, And so certuin and
indisputable is this fact tha* notasolitary
instance can be adduced of an authorized
paster in the Cburch who did not
receive his orders and commission in the
mavner and according to the form pre
scribed by the existing Ministey, Thus
every Catholic has the assurance that he is
a member of that Church which alone
teaches Apostolic doctrine snd which
comes down to bim holding in her baud
the authentic and iudisputable proof, that
#he was founded by Christ ou the Apostles
and is governed by their legitimate suc
cessors, that she is the Churen bult upon
the foundation of the Apostles and pro
phets, “Jesus Christ Himself beiug the chicf
corner-stone,”  (Eph, 1i. 20)

Every Catholic knows that his fmwe |
diate pastor has been sent by his bishop, |

that s bishop bas been appointed and
commissioned by the Pope, that he is 1n
commuuion with the Pope sud with all
Catholie bishops, aud by a glance at the

apostolic tree he can prove that the Pope
is the legitimate successor of Si Peter,
the priuce of the Apcsties, and the supreme
visible shepherd of the flick of Christ;
he can trace the lme of the
Popes in a public asd uubroken
succession back to apostolic times from
Leo XI1II, to St. Peter, he kuows that not
alink is wantiog in that bright chain of
Popes that stretches back through the
ages linking age to age and binding cen.
tury to century and connecting Leo XILI,
now governing the church, witn St, Peter,
prince of the Apostolic College and with
Jesus Christ himself, The Catholic feels
therefore that his faith is plauted on that
solid rock against which the gates of hell
caunot prevail,. What a refuge, what a
harbour of security and repose {s the
Catholic Church to her children, whilst
those outside her pale are buffeted aud
tossed about by every kind of doctrine,
poor children of doubt and dread whose
faith is built on reeds. Cardinal New

man wrote the following, “This is the
great manifest, historical phenomenon
which converted me—to which all partic

ular enquiries converged. Caristianity is
not a matter of opinion, but an external
fact, entering into, carried out in, in-
divisible from, the history of the world

It has a bodily occupation of the world;
it is one continuous fact or thing the same
from first to last, distinct from everything
else: to be a christian is to partake of, to
submit to, this thing; and thesimple qnes

tion was, where, what 1s this thiug iu this
age, which in the first sge was the Catho-
hie church? The answer was undeniable,
the church called Catholic now is that very
same thing in hereditary descent, in organ-
1zation, in principles, in poeiiion, in exter

nal relations, which was calied the Catholic
Church then; name aud thing have ever
gone together, by an uuinterrupted con-
nection and succession, from then till uow.
Whether it had been corrupted in its
teaching was, at best, a matter of opinion.,
It was indefinitely more evident a fact,
that it stood on the ground and in the
place « f the ancient church, s its heir and
representative, than that certain pecaliari-

certain they did not, what profits Angli.
csus to attempt trace their series of
bishops up to 8¢, Augustine, aud even to
the Bishops of the early British Caurch ?
What connection has the new series of the
bishops with the first 1 The latter repudi-
ate and abhor all the former held most
sacred. The latter acknowiedgs a kiug or
queen to be the head of theie Church,
whilst the former revered the Pope as the
Viear of Christ aud believed au 1 ackuow-
ledged him to be the visible suprewe head
of the Cnurch on earth, Tois fact shows
that thers is a break in the chau of apos.
tolic succession that ouce bouud E xland
to the Catholic Caurch, that the wmodern
Auglican Church has nothiug 1 common

with the pre reformation Courch o that
country—that it is not her daugh-
ter or a continuation of i, bat that
i s quite a modern institution, the crea~
ture and the slave of the state, And 1t this
be the case with the Churca of Kugland 1t
I8 for & grealer reasou Lhe case
with  all  the Protestaut denomina-
tious that have admitted no epr-copacy;
these bhave not a shadow of ttie te
Apostolic succession but are as brauches
cat off from the living tree of the church of
Christ. Of all Protesiant denouiuations, it
may be eaid, 10 the words of Bossuet, *It
ever remains manifest to the whole world
that they once withdrew from that
pumerous body and ancient church which

was founded by Jesus Christ and in which
St. Peter and his successors hold the first
place as every new sect was compelled to
admit, The mowment of separation will
always remain 8o well known that the
iunovators themselves will never ba able
todeny it nor attempt 8o much as to refer
their origin to an Apostolic source
through an unbroken succession,  This
is the inevitable defect of all secta of
merely human institution; no one cam
chauge the past or give to himself predeces-
sors or produce the retroactive effect
of placing in their hands a charter which
they never received, The Catholic
Church slone shows this undeniable
series of pastors throughout all preceding
ages. To her has always and exclusively
belonged the uninterrupted succession,the
chair of unity, the universal diffusion
of the name of Catholic and apostolic
church, tue authority of primitive times ;
nor has it ever been possible to show that
she had any other primitive pastors than
the apostles or any other author than
Jesus Corist Humself.,” Nor is the want of
the apostolic succession the ouly inherent
defect of Prowestantism, lis pastors have

uo mis-ion or jurisdiction, they were sent
aud commissioned by no oue who had
authority 1o do g0, 1f they had a mission

it wounld be either extraordinary or ordin-
ary. Taey bad not the former, for they
exbibited no miraculous powers, wrought
uo miracle in proof of their mission, not
even, sald Erssmus, the cure of a lame dog
They had not the latter, for they were
repudiated and condemned by the only
institution that was competent to bestow
it and from which alone they could receive
it. They are not, therefore, true pas.
tors of souls—they have mnot entered
the sheepfold of Chrst by the

ties in its teaching were really innovations
and corruptions. Say there is no church
at all, if you will, and at least I shall
understand you, bat do not med-
dle with a fact attested by mankind.
I am almost ashamed to ineist upon
80 plain a point, which in many respects
is axiomatically true, except that there are
persons who wish to deny it.”

“What a subject of consolation for the
children of God,” exclaimes Bossuet, “ what
conviction of truth in every one of them
when he sees that from Innocent X [, (now
Leo XIII) who at present so worthily
occupies the first see in the Church, we
ascend without interruption to St, Peter,
whom Christ our J.ord appointed prince
of the Apustles; whence tracing up the
line of the Pontiffs who ministered under
the law we reach the time of Aaron and
Moses; theuce we pass to the age of the
patriarchs and to the very begmning of
the world, ‘what a succession,’ ‘what a
tradition,” ‘what a wonderful concatena-
tion.) If our minds, naturally uncertain,
and rendered by that uncertainty the
sport of its own reasoniogs, requires a eure
authority to guide and determine
it in those questions where galvation
is concerned, what greater authority
than that of the Catholic Church,
which embraces within itsclf all the
authority of the past ages ani theanclent
traditions of mosukind up to their first
crigin.” (Dlscourse on universil history,
part ii, ¢. 30). @an Protestantiem skow
anything like this? To whom or to what
does it succeed ! Protestantism succeeds
to nothing. Itis a secession and a revolt;
it has no roots in antiquity aud no con-
nection with the Christian past aud no
continuity. It wasand is a protest against
the only orgamized Chris'ianity that
existed in the world. There isa chasm
of fifteen hundred years between it and
the apostles, and it has no power to bridge
over that chasm, It stands isolated from
the pat, a modern man made religion,
feeble and tottering with three short
centuries of age. In the language of
Tertulllan, “let Protestants produce the
beginnings of their churches; let them
set forth tha order of their bi:hops
so running from the beginning by
succession, that he who was the first
bishop bad fur founder and predecessor
one of the Apostles, or an apostolic mau,
who, however, should have steadily con-
tinued in communion with the apostles,”
(De praiscrip 32 ¢ ) “For it is in this way
the Apostolic churches exhibit and make
good their title.” ([bidem ) Itisneedless
to eay that none of the Protestent sects
will attempt to do anything like this. The
effyrts would simply serve to cover them
with the confusion of defeat and the con-
tempt of intelligent men, It is true the
Anglican Church makes pretence to apos-
tolic succeasion, but when confronted wi'h
the crucial test of Turtullian ita claims we
find to be false, its title deeda mere for-
geries, Let them, Anglicans, show the
origin of their Churches, lot them exhibit
the unbroken series of their pastors, dating
down from an apostle or an apostolic
man., Were Cranmer and Parker, their
first archbishops, appointed to the See of
Canterbury by one of the Apostles or one
of the canonical successnrs of the apostles }
Did they persevere in the communion of
the Episcopal body spread throughout the
world and especially in the communion
of the succersor of St. Peter in the
See of Rome ! Did they continue in the
poseession of the same faith and in the
exercise of the same mode of worehip with

door, but have climbed up another
way, and therefore are not the shep-
herds of the sheep, they are but like
those false prophets of whom the Lord
complained through Jeremiah, “I did not
send these prophets, yet they ran, I have
not spoken to them yet they prophesied.”
(Jer. xviii,, 21 ¢ iv), Besides, either the
Catholic Roman Church was the Charch
of Christ in the 16th century, or it was
not, If it were the Church of Christ, then
there could have been no justification for
the Rsformers to leave it, and 1 doing so
they were guilty of the awtul sin of
schism and of revolt agsinst Ohrist's
Church. If it were not the Church of
Christ, it could not give the Reformers
mission or jurisdiction. In any case,
therefore, the sects founded by them have
not the slightest proof of apostolicity in
doctrine, ministry and mission, and there-
fore are mere human religions, without
power to instruct or grace to save.

It is admitted on all sides that any
Church claiming to be the Church of
Christ or a branch of it must show that it
is the heir of the apostolic Church, that
it i apostolic in doctrine, in ministry and
in jurisdiction, and, thereiore, that it is
inserted in the true vine, Jesus Christ,
from whom {t receives life, and sap and
enduring vitality, We have shewa that
the Catholic Church is alone the heir
of of the apostolic college and that
Protestantism has neither apostolic doe:
trine, nor ministry, nor mission. The
Catholic Roman Church is in name,
in line, in principles, in manner
of being, In moral characteristics,
in apostolic teaching, in public, unbroken,
uninterrupted succession of pastors, the
descendant and repreeentative of the
apostolic Church. Away back through
the ages we trace this long, unbroken
line of Popes and bishops, who in each
succeeding generation have stood up for
right and virtue, who have lived for
(lod’s glory and man’s ea'vation, who by
their teashings and virtues made a track
of light through the centuries, who, like
watchful sentinels on the watch-towers of
Zion, have challenged and condemned
every form of religious error and faith.
fully guarded the citadal of divine truth,
who preached the gospel of Jesus Christ to

the eavage as well as the civilized
races of man, illuminating  their
intellect with the light of faith,

eoftening and christianizing their hearts

by the graces of prayer and sacraments,

refining their manners by the gentleness

and sweetness of charity, teaching them
justice, mercy, charity and peace, until,
under the magic power, the creative in-
flaences of their teachings and the might-
fness of their bright examples Christen-
dom sprang up from the corruptions, the
moral ruins of the past, and the charities
and sanctities and innumerable blessings
of the religion of Christ [overflowed the
world, like the covering waters of the sea.

Yes, the apostolic ministry of the
Catholic Church has changed the face
of the earth has created Christian civili-
zation, has saved and sanctified millions
of immortal souls, has made innumerable
saints who shone by the light of holiness
in this world like stars in a dark firma-
ment it has wiped the]tears from the eye
of merey, it has been like an angel of
consolation in th8 Gethsemane of the
suffering and the sorrow stricken, it has
raised institutions for the alleviation of
every form of human misery, for the com-
fort and the healing of the sick and suf-
fering. It bhas been the light of

the Oatholic Church? If not, and it ia
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