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First. In regard to the President:

Frow this it rred that we
not save his life. He has done more
Heo has saved the life and preserved the
peace of the nation, and the life of the .
pation is of more value than the life of
any individual.

* Secondly, He was pleased to pro-
long the President’s life for nearly three
months after he had received the fatal
wound. Had he died immediately from
the wound, what terrible copsequences
might have ensued | So intense at the
moment was public feeling ; so strong
(though most unjust) was the suspicion
aronsed against the leaders of a certain
political party ; so hitter was the ani-
mosity engendered by those suspieions,
that, if the President had immediately
suecumbed, it would have needed but a

and sueh, in fact, is what all Catholies
believe.

«Ape not fortune - telling, palmistry
and such things expressly forbidden by
the Catholic Church ? Yet at most
Catholic lawn fetes and fairs,such things
play an important part, particularly
with the young.”

The practices referred to by our cor-
respondent are forbidden, because,
where seriously carried out, they are
superstitions and derogatory to God's
honor. Pastors at church festivals
sometimes allow them as jokes and fun,
but they are supposed to see that no
harm comes from them.

My mother is a Baptist and T am a
Catholie, converted two years ago. My
mother is troubled about the promises spark to ignite the flame. The first
in the Bible. My brother was taken i1l | assassination might have been followed
several months ago. My mother pr:\yn}d\ by others, and anarchy and confusion
{or his recovery when he was first taken and sedition might, for a time, have
ill, but as he gradually grew woree, reigned supreme.
relatives and friends joined her in “ But God mercifully prolonged his
prayer. She had faith, or seemed to | life till the excitement subsided, when
have it. My brother died ; our prayers cool Reason could regain her throne and
did no geod. Christ said: ‘If you | men could piainly see that the crime
have faith like in a mustard seed, you | was the work of one man alone, having
can remove mountains.’ He also said: | no collusion with others.
¢ And whatsoever you shall ask the “MThirdly. As another fruit of our
Father in My name, that will T do. If | prayers, God inspired the country with
you ask Me anything in My name that ‘ a more intense abhorrence of assassina-
will T do.’ Can you explain why our 1 tion, and a greater reverence for the
prayers were not answered ?'’ chief magistrate of the nation.

There are four conditions required “ Yourthly. Asanother result of our
in prayer that it should certainly be | prayers, during the trying ordeal
answered : First, that it be for :l. through which we were passing, party
proper object ; secondly, that it be
properly made in proper dispositions of
faith, love, confidence, humility and | country. Men
respect ; thirdly, that it should be per- | being, that they
gevered in, and, finally, that the person

has placed you, and never grumble, | qp see and know our friends in heaven? | If God, in response to our prayers, e \
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correspond with the graces given by
God through the prayer.
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time
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for whom the prayer is made should | crats, Administration or Anti-Admin-
remem-
Ameri-

tion particularly to the first condition. | try, children of the same mother, and

in the moment of dissolution, and con- | which ut music errs some
cealed from you, for your presont hum- | times from the ( hurch's los, it n

ilation, the blissfui fruit of your en | ho easily known, and rejected. Does
treaties, that your joy may be full | it re t words; does it omit words;

on the day of the Lord. He may, also, | or t organ
have concealed the conversion of your | preludes, or intermezzo
friend from all who knew him that they | here and there? Does it repeat for
might fully realize the necessity of an | the choir the priest’'s words ** Ure do in
early conversion to their Creator, and of | unum Deum,”” ** Gloria in HExcelsis
securing a happy death by a holy life. | Deo 2" Does its length keep the
Kven at the last moment there is, in- | priest waiting ?

deed, hope of salvation ; but, then, true ‘ Or has it worldly airs?
conversion of heart after a long life of | like separate pieces ?
neglected duties requires a miracle of Finally, does it err from commoxn
grace. Of the conversion of the good | sense and good taste ; those guides ag
thief, St. Augustine said: ‘One was | to fitness for such and such a purpose ?
converted at the hour of death, that | What is beautiful even, or fits in one
you might not despair; only one was place may not be so in the church.
converted, that youmight not presume.’ Butno good Catholic as suc h will flout
God's unrevealed mercies are over all | those Church rules, but—and this is the
His works. Who would have imagined | reiteration 1 almost ap logize fo
the salvation of the dying thief, | neither Pius X., nor the Congregation
if the Evangelist had not r(‘onrdvd‘ of Rites, nor any other authority has
the expiring words of our Saviour : | condemned all figured music. It cannot
¢This day thou shalt be \\'ifh\lw too often repeated that, though
Me in Paradise!!” (Luke xxiii., 43.) \v\'nry Catholie Church is bound by the

SNOSe

them ? Has it

Llor organ

1{as it solos,

¢ But, lastly, even admitting that | Roman rules to ging, or at least recite
your friend gave manifest evidence of | aloud, the Proper of the Mass, and the
died with a | Proper of Vespers, for the Kyrie,
what then ? | Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, and Agnus Del
God compels no man to accept ll'\*‘ﬂ:urvd music is lwrmillv(l.
proffered mercy, neither can ynur\ No authority has restricted us to
prayers force any one to surrender his | Gregorian music throughont. But
will to the influence of divine grace. | every authority has bound us to use
Nevertheless, your prayer was not | Gregorian musie for many parts of the
offered in vain. If the heavenly waters | services, and to give it the chief place,
find no lodgment in his stony heart, | and to consider it the fittest musie for
they will flow back abundantly into the | all parts of the Mass, Pins X, has ex-
valley of your own soul, and the words | plicitly forbidden us to think a Mass is
of the Psalmist will be fulfilled in you : | more ennobled by figured music than
¢ My prayer shall be turned into my | by Gregorian.
bosom.' "’ (Ps. xxxiv., 13.) Let us be satisfied, however, if we
are as Roman as the Pope. In Canada
5 : we are often as anti-Roman in this matter

In the morning we ought §<) cheer- | 4q if we were Protestants, or more so.
ful and hopeful ; at noon serious and W. F. P. STOCKLEY
earnost; in the evening gentle and e s
tender. A perfectly beautiful life will
be sensitive not only to the general
obligations, but the special duties.—
Oharles F. Goss, D. D,

final impenitence and
blasphemy on his lips

The man that is weakened in well-
doing by the ingratitude of others ia
gserving God on a salary basis.

The propee object for prayer is some- ! they came together to shed a tear of




