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THE CATHOLIC RECORD

ARIA EDGEWORTE AND. LADY 5
GEORGIANA FULLERTON.

AN UNPUBLISHED LETTER,

Mies Edgeworth, who was one of the
conspicuous figures in literary life in
the early part of the present century,
pas been lately brought before the
potice of the present generation by the
interesting ‘* Life and Letters of Maria
Edgeworth,” which we owe to the pro-
lific pen of Mr. Augustus Hare. When
Mr. Hare refrains from writing about
Catholic saints such as St. Teresa—of
whom he understands about as much
as & Zulusavage does Queen Victoria—
he is one of the most charming bio
guphlcnl writers of the day; and
certainly Miss Edgeworth was a very
charming subject.

Those of the generation now grow-
ing old can still remember what joy she

ave to their early days by those
storles for children which have surely
pever been surpassed in the English
language. We sincerely hope that
the children of the present time are
not ctrangers to “Frank,” *‘*Harry
and Lucy,” ¢ Simple Susan,” and the
rest; though no doubt they do not revel
in them as wo did, to whom a new
book to be conned over aud over was
indeed an event in life ; and for whom
such publications as Little Folks, St.
Nicholas, and the like, did not exist.
Miss Edgeworth wrote not only to de
light children, but to instruct them
She hardly ever touc hed on religion,
but few children could ever have en-
joyed her books without being taught
or strengthened in the love of truth,
honor, uprightoess, and upselfishness
Migs Edgeworth did not write ounly tor
children ; but novels such as Castle
Rackrent,” ** Belinda,” *¢ Helen," aud
««Tales of Fashionable Life,” are
naturally obsolete, and could interest
few persons nowadays.

Oae of the most remarkable features
in this charming woman's character
was the utter absence of bigotry, for
which her father was also distinguish-
ed. An Irish Drotestant at the time
when animosity in

Ireland between
Catholics and Protestants was at its
highest, she was accustomed to see
Catholic bishops entertained at her
father's table. She could appreciate
the sterling qualities of the Catholic
priests by whom she was surrounded :
and it is clear that there was never an
attempt to tamper with the religion of
the numerous servants who filled Edge

worthstown House, or the still more
numerous poor to whom the family
were exceedingly generous. Full of
admiration for the literary genius of
others, we find her thus writing ot the
first novel published by Lady Georgi
ana Fallerton in August, 1514 :

“We read ‘Ellen Middleton,’ by
Lady Georgiana Fullerton, grand
daughter of the tamous Duchess Beauty
of Devonshire ; and, whatever other
faults that Duchess had, she certainly
had genius, Do you recollect her lines
on William Tell 7 Oz do you know
Coleridge's lines to her beginning
with—

' O Lady. nursed in pomp and pleasure,
Where learned you that beroic meagure ?
Look for them and get * Ioilen Middle-
ton.' Itis well worth your reading.
Lady Georgiana certainly inherits her
grandmother’s genius, and there is a
high - toned wmorality and religions
principle through the book — where
got she *‘ that heroic measure ?—with-
out any cant or ostentation. It is the
same moral I intended in ‘ Helen,” but
exemplified in much deeper or stronger
colors, T fg—hut vou must read it
yourself.’ ,

“ Fllen Middleton " might be swal-
lowed by Miss Edgeworth’s very I'ro
testant relations ;: for, although the
author was very High Church, she
was still a Protestant. It was a differ-
ent matter with her first Catholic book,
published in 1847. That was speedily
censured. Miss Edgeworth rose to the
occasion, and thus attacked a I’rotest
ant parson brother-in-law. She wrote
from Edgeworthstown on the 50:h of
October, 1847 :

‘1 advise and earnestly recommend
you to read ‘Grantley Manor. It
does not, Mr. Butler, end ill; and
from beginning to end it is good, and
not stupidly good. It is not contro-
versial, either in dialogue or story ;
and in word and deed it does justice to
both Churches, in the distribu-
tion of the qualities of the dra
matis personce and the action of
the story. It is beautifully written ;
pathetic, without the least exaggera-
tion of feeling or affectation. The
characters are well contrasted ; some
nobly high-minded, generous, and
firm to principle, religious and moral,
without any cant ; and there are no
monsters of wickedness, I never read
# more interesting story, uew and weoll
developed. "’

A week later Miss Edgeworth could
no longer restrain herself, but indited
the following letter—which now ap-
pears in print for the first time—to
Lady Georgiana herself :

"% s %
phasy aoracd i pamp A0t Plometeure
was a question naturally oceurring to
the poet who addressed those lines to
the celebrated Duchess of Devonshire.
To her granddaughter, educated as
sh‘e has been, no such question can be
addressed ; no such wonder at the
development of genius and of high
moral and religious feeling and heroic

gentiment can arise.

“‘Ido not presume thus to speak of
t!'m education of Lady Georgiana
Fullerton without some knowledge of
what I am saying. Your Ladyship
was very young when I had first the
pleasure of seeing you, and when
I',ady Carligle did me the honor of let
ting me not only see her daughters,
but when she explained to me her
views and principles in education, and

mine on ‘ Practical Education’ had
been useful to her.

‘‘ Perhaps my vanity in these re-
collections may have increased the very |
great pleasure and pride I have taken |
in reading your books, my dear Lady,

and in hearing ‘ the acclaim of uni-]
versal praise with which they have
been hailed.’ It can be of no import-
ance to you in the midst of this general
and confirmed success to have the
single tribute of one llving out of the
world of letters and of fashion, and of
one who from her advanced age (past
eighty ) may be supposed to be cold and
dead to the beauties of works of
imagination and romance ; yet for the
sincere, cordial satisfaction it gives
me to pour out my feelings to you, on
reading your last work in particular,
I trust you will permit me for my own
gake to do 80 ; and that you will at
least feel secure from any approaci to
flattery, and from all that ‘fetching
and carrying of bays' which goes on
between authors and authoresses, and
which I naunseate, as I am sure you do
and must, even from the superabund

ance that must have been forced upon
you. In ‘Grautley Manor'the first
thing that struck me ag agreeable, and
uncommon I may say in the novels of
the preseut day, even and especially
in those which pretend to portray hign
life and fashionable manners, was I
was undoubtedly in good company,
and that what [ read must have been
written by one early and constautly
accustomed to the best, This added a
peculiar charm to the ease and accur
acy of the polished and varied and
beautiful style

% The characters, as they developed
themselves by speech and action, not
by description, struck me as new, yet
true to nature, and highly interesting
and well constructed, without the affec
tation or straining for contrast: and as
we went on, the interest of the story
so powerfuily increased that all your
auditors in this our rather difficult to
please in novel reading family that we
sic| could hardly leave off every night,
and wers famishingly eager every
day till the business of the day was
done to get to our treat, our delight in
the evening. Dnt it was not the mere
craving of curiosity, though the story
keenly excited curiosity from its being
quite new,

“Some of the auditors had read
great part of it before ; yet they list
ened with, as they sald, increased

iuterest to the second reading, from
perceiving more distinctly the fitting,
and appropriateness and nice con
struction of the parts and preparation
for the events, ‘making each cause
gubservient io its consequence.’ A

story, however ingenious, which de
pends solely on exciting curiogity for
interest can never bear a second read-
ing : but where the development of
characters and the working out of
truth in action and moral are the charm
and the wvalue, both increase on &
second perusal : and the reader has,
besides, leisure to taste and savor the
delicacies of style.

“‘The story of ‘Grantley Manor’ is
uncommouly ingenious, as far from
commonplace as can be without going
into the region of ahsolute impossibil
ities. As Sir Walter Scott in one of

‘The critics al-

his letters said to me:
ways have us one way or other,—
between their complaints of Common-
place and Improbability.’ Dr. John-
son's great praise of Shakespeare, if 1
rightly recollect, is that his genius
invents even what would be probable
in impossible situations. I do not
think any of your heio's and neroine’s
situations can be called impossible ;
but, inasmuch as they approach toward
it, you are entitled to the praise given
by the great critic to the great poet.
A still higher praise—or I should say
merit, above mere praise, and aiming
at no popularity—your fiction has that
of raising & love of virtue, noble sen-
timente, a noble spirit, and true moral
sentiment ; and, without one word of
exaggeration or cant, there is high
and deep religious feeling.

¢« The morality is not appendage or
an elaborate applique embroidered on
the surface ; but so skilfully and fair-
ly worked into the whole texture that
the strength is continually felt more
than seen as the advantage lasts on
our minds, and, without calling for our
admiration, obtains our esteem and
gratitude, In similar manner the re-
ligious feelings raised, and the belief
and faith acting upon the characters
and conduct, or the want of moral and
religious principle, are honest’y and
strikingly dealt with, and most truly
and fairly represented ! and the effect
is produced on both sides, and in all
cases judiciously and justly, without
one word of controversy or the slight-
est taint of sectarian ill-will.

“When first we were introduced to
your charming, high-minded Italian
heroine we began to fear that we
should have Romanism and Protestant-
ism opposed, and that yours would be
a controversial novel. We dreaded
this, both from long fixed principle
and from recent experieuces, which
convinced us that, however able or
gkilful, the intellectual, the religious
gladiator, the dramatic stage, or the
arena of Romance, is unfavorable, un-
fit, absolutely ineffectual for every
good purpose in such contest, and
liable to be turned to the worst in pro-
voking the passions by partial or erro-
neous representations and inadequate
arguments for or against. We were

faith favored by the author, and all
the obloquy of the bad characters on
the contrary ; or producing a radical
reform in ten minutes by sudden
change of sides in the catastrophe.

¢ All these absurdities and all these
serlous evils have been wisely and
happily avoided by your novel and by
your poetic justice ; and, I will say
more, by your moral and pious justice.
You have done fairly by both churches,
and beneficially for the true spirit and
prevalence of religion. You have
represented the strong and pre-emi-
nently good influence of religion upon
your good characters of either faith,
when sincere, and practically applied,
and steadfastly adhered. And you
have shown thisin the most difficult
circumstances and the most touching
and interesting circumstances ; anc
with the finest strokes of pathos. Sim-
ply pathetic, some go to the bottom of
the heart, and others exalt the spirit
by sympathy, by emulation, tothetrue
gublime of virtue
© Roussean gave a good, an unfail
ing rule for judging of the merit— the
moral merit—of a book What effect
does it leave on the mind of the reader
when he or she lays it dowi I can
speak for myself as to the «ffect on my
owr mind, I am sure, when 1 laid down
this book. I felt that I should a'ways
the better for having read it ; that
it had excited the love of good in my
mind by sympathy with the amiable
and suffering, and by admiration of
your heroine’s truly heroic, yet per
fectly feminine character. You have
kept up the interest for her, lin
terest in the development of the char-
acters and in the denowcment of the
story, to the very last,
““We were very glad that you ended
the story happily, and that youallowed
even a redeeming power to the
wretched sinner, and last act of liber
ality to the obstinate fanatic Paddy-
John Bull of an old father Squire
That turn opportune and the dry
sister's plain gocduess are all excel
lently managed : and the changes of
foriune and fate are not hurricd
much nor detailed too much. You
have said ‘no more than just the thing
you ought.’ But I am afraid that 1
have said a great deal more than I
ought. Pardon my overflowing. It
has been from the abundance of the
heart and a real pleasure and relief to
myself. I must confess a furt-er feel
ing of self-complacency. [ was and
am inwardly proud to know that I can,
without any authorship envy or jeal
ousy, warmly and heartily feel admir
ation of superior genius. I will say
no more: but my own family know
that what I say is true to the letter as
well as to the spirit : for in reading
your ‘ Grantley Manor ' [ met with one
character and with gome incidents
which were similar to what I had in
troduced in a story I am writing : but
which I saw were so superior in your
drawing that I effaced mine immedi
ately, and I assure you without regret

‘" Believe me, my dear Lady Geor
glana—for dear you must permit me
to call you,—most sincerely yours,

h¢

I

ton

“ Maria Edgeworth.’
There was a certain likeness between
the two authoresses. Miss dgeworth’s
gtepmother says : ** Maria wrote almost
always in the library, undisturbed by
the noise of the large family about

her.” Mrs. Craven says of Lady Geor
giana: ‘‘Solitude was not necessary

to her in her literary work. She wag
absorbed in it. She wrote sometimes
at the corner of a table in a room full

more deeply engraved than on
those of the good nuns, the Poor
Servants of the Mother of God.

Her name is entwined with theirs: they
hold her in veneration. d
seek stones whereon her name is indel
ibly written, I shall find them in this
church, which is her memorial."”

of Miss Edgworth will not be forgotten
by the present generation, so do we
gtill more earnestly desire that the
memory of this holy and distinguished
convert may be ever
us. She lived, suffs

te only
for the salvation of souls ; aund the ar-
dent desire of her humble soul was
ever—*' That I may do some good after |
[ am dead Ave Maria

of people, sometimes in the garden or

the lawn, so mes even in the
carringe.  Nothing that went on
around distracted her. Oae of her
gifts, and a great one, was to be able
to absorb her mind almost ia whatever
she chose. It was a gift which added
great power to her spiritual as well as
to her intellectual life.”

At the time Miss Edgeworth wrote
this letter Lady Georgina was at the
zenith of that earthly happiness of
which God vouchsafed her so large a
portion in the early part of her life.
She had beside her the mother she
adored, the devoted husband, the
bright, winsome child of whom such a
charming descripsion is given by
his grandmother ; and she was just
then tasting the sweelest rewards
of literary genius in the admiration
and approbation of those dearest to her
—her own family and her intimate
friends. Her mother, one of the
cleverest women of her time ; her eld
est brother hereafter to distinguish
himself as a Cabinet Minister ; among
her friends, Lord Brougham, Charles
Greville, and many other men of let
ters.

1847—1896 —what a contrast ! Miss

on U

Edgeworth died in 1549, and in 1850

{s & name which sounded in my ears |
wherever | went when I entered the
Catholic Church.
though now it is writ upon her tomb,
yet 18 engraved upon innumerable
living hearts, which will never cease
to love it. On few

It is & name which, |

hearts is it

And if I would

As we have hoped tha! the memory

herished amongst
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Makes Well

Hood’s Sarsaparilla is prepared by ex-
perienced pharmacists of today, who have
broneht to the production of this great
medicine the best results ot medical re-
pearch., Hood’s Sarsaparilla is a modern
medicine, containing just those vegetable
ingredients which were geemingly in-
tended by Nature herselt for the allevia-
tion of human ills. It purifies and en-
riches the blood, tones the stomach and
digestive organs and creates an appetite;
it absolutely cures all acrofula eruptions
boiis, pimples, sores, salt rheum, and
every form of skin disease; cures liver
nt, kidney troubles, strengthens
s up the nervous sy stem. It en-
rcomes that tired feeling, giving
h and energy in place of weakness

12 It wa yf malaria, ty-
hoid fever,and by purifying the blood it
eeps the whole system healthy.

Hood’s S7anina

Is the best—in fact the One True Blood Purifier.
3. §1;six for §5.

~ cure all Liver Ills and
S Sick Headache. 25e.
398 Richmond St. Telephone 650,
We have on hand . . «
A large quantity of the finest

French Bordeaux Clarets

Which will be sold at the lowest price.
JAMES WILSON, London, Ont
ONTARIO MUTUAL LIFE
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E. P. Glement.

E A m Hendry.
W.H RipprLL, Secretary.

ALLAN LINE
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Fleet consists of Thirty-
aggregating

tons,

Twin Scerew Stean rs—Tunisian. 10,000
tons—builaing. Castillan, 8,500 tons.
Bavarlan, 10,000 tons—building.

Steamers sail weekly from Montreal to Liver-
pool, ealling at Londonderry, during the season
of navigation ; also separate service from New
York to Glasgow.

The St. Lawrence route is 1000 miles less
osean sailing than from New York.

The steamers are fitted with every improve-
ment for the comfort of the passengers, in all
classes, including bilge keels, making the
vessels steady in all weather, electric light,
midship saloons, spacious promenade decks,
music rooms, smoking rooms, etc.

special attention has been paid to the venti
lation and snnitariy arrangements, An ex-
perienced surgeon 18 carried on all passenger
steamers. x

Rates of passage lower than by most firste
class lines. Circular giving rates and sallinge
on application to

¥. BOURLIER, Toronto,
E. DE LA HOOKE,)
T. R. PARKER,
f, R. OLARKE,
Or, H. A. ALLAN, Montreal.

1021-26

London.

came that sudden loss of Lady Georg-
ina’s oniy chiid, which chauged tho
aspect of the world to her, and laid the
foundation of that eminent sanctity
which she attaiaed, and in the odor of
which she died January 19, 1685, On
her anniversary in 1805 the Rev.
Philip Fietcher, Master of the Guild of
Our Lady of Ransom in England,
preaching in the Church of St. George
and the English Saints belonging to
the Poor Servants of the Mother of God,
in Rome, said :

“To.day, moreover, is the death
day, or rather the birthday into eter
nity, of a convert. We have had
great converts fhis century in Eng-
land, — great amongst men, great
amongst women. Sach names as

much relieved when we found how you
managed matters, without producing
adverse tenets or going into any doc
trinal points quite unfic for the occa-
sion, and impossible even to be waell
gtated, much less discussed, in the
alloted time and space and unity.
And equally impossible and unfair is
to proiuce rational conviction by
throwing all the weight of the good

flattered me that my father's book and

characters on the side of the bellef or

Newman, Manuning, and. the other
Tractarian converts, have been 80
powerful that they have drawn to them
all thought, all praise, all history.
There have been great women con-
verts, and perhaps the greatest Lady
Georgiana I'allerton, who was received
| into the Church in 1516, the year after
| John Henry Newman, and by the same
' priest—Father Brownbill,—who after-
, ward, in 1851, received Henry Edward
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OF TORONTO (Limited).
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Stout, Pllsener Lager of World - Wide
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£, OKEEFE
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LABYITS AL AND DORTER

They are PURE and WHOLESOME and will do ‘0od }
: you good }
TRY THEM. For sale by all Wine and Liquor Merchants i
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Are
supplied
in various
qualities

for all
purposes

Pure, Antiseptic, Emollient.

Ask your Dealer to obtain full particulars
for you.

C. ¥. CALVERT & CO., Manchester.

SCHOOLS

During the coming School Term of 1895 o we
respectiully solicit the favor of your orders for
the plying of Catholic Educstional and
ther xt books. both in Engli d French
also, school stati nery and school requisites

SADLIER'S DOIM/NION SR1ES.
Sadiier’s Dominion Reading ( hart 1

ng Charts and one Chart of ¢ lors, mount

14 boards, size 23} 10 inches
Sadlier s Dominion Speller, co
Sadlier's minion First Read
Sadlier B

yminion First Rea
Sadlier's Dominion Second F
Sadlier's Dominion Third R
Sadiier's Dominion Fourth Reader

Sadlier's Outlines of Canadian History
sadlier's Grandes Lignes de l'Histotre du

Sadlier's Outlines of English History
Sadlier's School History of England, with b
colored map#
sadlier's Avcient and Modern History, with
illustrations and 23 colored maps.
Sadlier's Eaition of Butler's Catechism
Sadlier's Child’s Catechism of Sacred His-
;. Old Testament, Part I
ilier's Child's Catechism of Sacred His-
New Testament, Part 11,
Sadlier's Catechism of Sacred History, large
edition
Sadlier's
{rated
Sadlier's Elementary Grammar, Blackboard
Exercises
Sadlier's Edition of Grammaire Elementaire
par 1. Robert.
Sadiiers Idition of
fonglisii, Hoglish aud Fre
pronunciation
Sadlier's (P. D, & 5.) Copy Books
with tracing

D. & J. SADLIER & (0.

CATHOLIC PUBLISHERS.
123 Church St., 1669 Notre Dame St
TORONTO, ONT. MONTREAL. QUE.

PLAIN FACTS FOR FAIR MINDS.

'l‘HIN HAS A LARGER SAILE THAN
any book of the kind now in the market,
It isnot & controversial work, but simply a
statement of Catholic Doctrine. The autho
is Rev. George M. Searle, The price i ex-
ceedingly low, only 1bc. Free by mail to any
address. The book contains 360 pages. Ad
dress Tios. COFFEY, Catholice Record office,
London, unt.

Bible History (Schuster) Illus

French and

A, and B,

i O: M.B.A.—Branch No. 4, Loundon,
Meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday 0!
every month, at 8 o'clock, at their hall
Albion Block, Richmond Street. James P
Murray, President; P. F. Boyle. Heoretary,

TEACHERS WANTED.

I WISH TO BECURE A NORMAL

trained, Roman Catholic teacher, to teach
n a village 8chool in the North West Territor
ies at @0 per month. The preference will be
given 1o one who has some musical ability and
can gpeak German. Address, with full particu
lars, W. 0. McTaggart, Bank .of Commerce
Building, Toronto.

Third and Enlarged Edition.

mAMITED

FATHER DAMEN,S.J.
One of the Most Instructive and
Usetul Pamphlets Exiant

Is the Lectures of Father Damen., They

comprise five of the mosl celebrated ones de-

lhivere by that renowned Jesuit Father
name d'rhe Private Interpretation of the
Bible “The Catho'iec Church ll_u-nnl,\' I'rue

Church of God,” * Confession,” “Th teal
Presence,” and “ Popular Object fons Against
the Catholic Church,” The book will be sent
to any address on receipt of 15 ¢ts, in stamps.
Orders may be sent to
THOMAS COFFEY,
COatholie Record Office, - London, Ont.

b (L] H ”

.

Cobbett’s ** Refermation
Just issued, a new edition of the Protestant
teformation, by Wm. Cobbett. HKevised, with
and Preface by Very Rev, Francis Aidan
Gasquet, D. D., 0. 5. P. The book is printed
in large, clear type. Asitis publighed at a net

price of 5 cents per copy in the United States

40 cents will have to be charged in Canada, It

will be sent to any address on rec eipt of that
Thos o

gum, in stamps. T'hos. Coffey
CATHOLIC RECORD Oflice,
London, Ontario.

UNDERTAKING,

JOHN FERGUSON & SONS,

180 King Street,

hmond | The Leading Undertakers and Embalmers;

Open Night and Day. 3
Telephone—1iouse 373 ; Factory 043,

A Perfect...
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HIGHEST TESTIMONIALS FROM ALL DEALERS AND USERS

The McClary Mfg.yC'o.,

1t your local dealer cannot supply, w

tOENTRAL BUSINESS COLLEGE, TORONTO),

I'RATFORD, ONT.
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CHATHAM, ONT. "
MHE EDUCATIONAL COURSE comprises {
every branch suitable for young ladies.
Superior advantages offered for the cultiva~
tion of Music, Painting, Drawing and the
Ceramic Arts
SPECIAL COURSE
for Teachers’ Cert
Commercial
'l',\'lm\\'rmn:.
For particulars address—

THE LADY SUPERIOR.

ST. JEROME'S COLLEGE,

BERLIN, ONT.
Complete Classical, Philosophical and L
Uommercial Courses, Shorthand
and Typewriting.
For further particulars apply to—
REV. Tneo. SPETZ, Presidents

ASSUMPTION + COLLEGE,

SANDWICH, ON1
’l‘lll-‘. SRTUDIES EMBRACE THE CLASS.
ICAL and Commercial Courses, Terms,
including all ordinary expenses, £150 per an-
num. For tull particulars apply to
Rev. D, CusuiNg, C.8.B,

Conducted by the

LO}’O].& Coneg‘e Jesuit Fathers, .’ TR ’
68 Drummond Street, Montreal : 4 f

Opens Sept. 6. A Classical School under
exclusive Knglish directior

for pupils preparing
tes, Matriculation
Diplomas, Stenography an

1033 6 KKV, G, O BIYAN, i1t

s PORTING
GOODS st
HEADQUARTERS

Steel Trout Rods il
Fishing Tackle |
Field and Trap Guns 4
Winchesier Bieyeles i1
HOBGS HARDWARE COMPANY, Loudon, Onk, i

PROFESSIONAL. 3
)N DON, {
8 W

1)]{ WAUGH, 557 TALBOT 8T
Ont. Spe y—Nervous Dis

l).: WOODRUFEF 2 n's Avenue i
Defective M, it d hearing, nasal Lk
h & ! roats. Kyes teste t
12104 | )
In\'i‘. & DIGNAN, \RRISTERS, E1C.,
4 418 Talvot St, London, Private tunds @
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