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The Farmer’s Advocate Universities and the War. during the fall migration. For 
September this species is present 
countless numbers, and I 
and seen

a few days in 
on the Point in 

, . . have looked overhead
a hundred and fifty at one time. Point 

Pelee is one of the main, and perhaps the main 
migration highway for the birds of Ontario 
the Sharp-shins seen there during the migration 
are scattered far and wide over the Province*?,? 
ing the breeding season. Before the Sharn-nJ" 

many and France, two of the leaders in educa- migration1 wave arrives birds of nil n .
abundant and very much in evidence‘"on th? 
Point, but as soon as the Sharp-shins come «n 
the birds stick so closely to cover that unless ore 
hunts very diligently in the bushes he would 

the Point was almost destitute of all 
bird-life except Hawks. In spite of this precaU 
tion the small birds suffer severely and littlo 
heaps of feathers scattered here and' there over 
the ground mark the spots where a Warbler 
Sparrow or Thrush has furnished a meal for « 
Sharp-shinned Hawk. Olive-black Thrushes seem 
ed to be the most frequent victims, probablv 
because the height of their migration at the Point 
coincides with that of the Sharp-shins

From what we have said of the food of our 
Hawks, we can see that the great majority 0f 
them are the allies of the farmer, and that those 
most frequently seen and shot are really amomr 
his best friends. When we come to discuss the 
Owls we shall see that this is even more true of 
these nocturnal birds of

Few people stop to realize the detrimental 
effect this war is bound to have, for a time at 
least, upon the intellectual forces of the world. 
We have no estimate upon the numbers of men 
and professors and the most highly educated in 
their land which have gone to the war from Ger-
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tion, but from the English Universities the tollil has already been heavy. Many of the best of 
the graduates are at the front, and the numbers 
of students now in attendance do not compare 
very favorably with those of last year. At Cam­
bridge it is said that there are only 1,500 in at­
tendance at the present time against 3,500 last 
year. From Leeds University at least 150 
students are already in action. Edinburgh has 
1,000 below normal in attendance, the medical 
faculty alone being 450 short.
College out of a student body of 270, 200 are 
now at the front, and in our own universities re­
cruiting is going on. It is estimated that at 
Toronto no less than 900 students have been 
formed into a militia body.
tem is being followed out. The country is called 
upon to send nothing but her best, and nothing 
but the best is good enough. The brains of the 
world as well as the brawn are daily furnishing 
the endless chain of human food for the cannon’s 
mouth, and all other modern means of life de- 

on one stroyers.
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THE HORSE.
What of the Farmer’s Gelding?Ill

The horse market does not seem to be on safe 
ground, and buying or selling horses at the pres- 
ent time is rather a risky business. Many geld- 
mgs are fed off the farms of this country each 
year, and sold when finished to city buyers to 
on the streets as draft horses. We have always 
urged that any horse not needed on the farm 
for breeding purposes or for work is a bill of 

hould he disposed of, but that horse 
be sold in low condition, and 

much attention can as profitably be given to put­
ting meat on his carcase as upon that of the 
steer being finished for the butcher’s block. It 
has always been, and always will be, poor policy 
to offer horses thin in flesh, and not ready to 
poke their heads through a collar and do a 
lard day s work. The horse dealer or the city 

teamster wants horses as hard as nails and in 
an j good condition. It does not take long* to 

bring a horse down in flesh at hard work, but it 
requires months and months to build him up if 
he is in harness

1 ag a 
P. O.as well as the new

Nature’s Diary.
A. B. Klugh, M.A.

Among the Hawks which aid the farmer by de­
stroying injurious rodents is the Marsh Hawk.

a great many phases of plumage, 
the commonest being a slaty blue and a rusty 
red, but may always be recognized by its white 
rump. This species occurs from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, and is very
localities. The Marsh Hawk feeds mainly on 
field mice, ground squirrels, etc., but varies this 
diet with frogs, snakes and an occasional ground­
hunting bird.

go|
This bird has

expense aifjd i 
should neverI as

TS ARE 
and will not be

in somecommon

1;
ff he little Sparrow Hawk, which is common 

throughout the Dominion, feeds during the sum­
mer months almost exclusively on insects. It does 
occasionally take a chicken or a wild bird, and for 
this reason is unjustly condemned as a harmful 
species. At different times and in various places 
the makers of the laws have been swayed by 
popular prejudices, not only to the extent of ex­
cluding all Hawks and Owls from protection but 
of offering bounties for them. While such a law 
was in force in Ohio, the township clerk of ne 
village pa]d bounties for eighty-six Hawks of 
which forty-six were Sparrow Hawks He ex­
amined the stomachs of these and found that 
forty-five contained only the remains 
hoppers and Beetles, while the remaining one con­
tained the bones and fur of a field mouse This 
was the injurious species which the 
paving to have destroyed.

The Sparrow Hawk is our smallest Hawk be­
ing only from ten to eleven inches in length 
The male and female differ a good deal in ap­
pearance. The male has an ashy-blue crown a 
cinnamon-brown hack, a whittish breast, tinged 
with tawny and usually with a few black spots 
a chestnut tail, with a broad black bar 
end, and has black patches at the base of the bill
?,acknear,h earS- The fenm]e has » cinnamon 
back with numerous black bars, a huffy white
breast with many streaks, a chestnut tail with 
numerous narrow bars, and she lacks the distinct 
patches on the head.

All the Hawks which we have so far been dis­
cussing and which make up not only hv far the 
gréa est number of species, hut also hv far the 
greatest number of individuals we have seen to h? 
beneficial. Now we come to the iniurious 
the species whose evil deeds 
the preiudiee against all birds 
these, the Sharp-shinned Hawk 
the other, Cooper’s Hawk, 
species range clear 
how are
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Forts Do Not Make Safety.
After countless millions have been

construct, and the people of Europe taxed to pay 
or them, it has been quickly demonstrated that 
there is no safety in a fortress, 
we read that

spent to every day.
Owing to the unsettled condition 

ket many Who have horses 
come a

of the mar-
to sell may have be­

little panicky, and others again 
very high prices ahead as a result of the deple­
tion in the horse supply caused by the war. We 
would not build too much on either view, but we 
c ° think it would be good business on the 
part of those who have heavy geldings to mar­
ket some time between now and next spring to 
rush these to the sales stables at this time.

rungs are moving very slowly, and low offers 
are being made for even the best class of horses. 
Low-grade animals are hard to dispose of, and 
puces down toward the unprofitable margin are 
leing realized. The farmer who has one or more 
geldings in his stable need have no great anxiety 
a lout the outcome. If he keeps the horse and 
puts him in good condition during the winter 
months when there is plenty of time to feed him 
up and make him appear to the best advantage 
).n°Ie the kriyer. It is impossible to forecast 

at the prices may he before next April, but it 
is hardly likely that they can go any lower, and 
we eel sure that they will be enough higher 

an a Ç the present time to warrant keeping them 
over winter. One thing is certain, the horse will
Ke ° better advantage if he carries flesh than 
in the

111 A few weeks 
take Liege, that

may seeago
no force could

Namur could hold out for an indefinite period, 
and that Antwerp was absolutely impregnable, 
and yet they all fell, and the last 
short time 
Antwerp,

|1

two in such a of Grass-as to cause the world to wonder, 
a second Gibraltar,. went down after a 

bombardment of only forty hours, 
all mean ?

people wereWhat does it
Simply that the monies spent in

piles of earthworks and masonry, behind which
the people of the country felt secure, is money 
thrown to the winds, and the taxed populace 
after paying the high price for it have no safety.

s folly to think that one man can invent and 
build something for the destruction of which it is 
impossible for another

H

h near the
;

man to invent and 
a machine formidable enough 

safety in the fortress, 
it, and this

con- 
There is no

struct 1
IThere is a way to shake 

Even 
are

way has been found in guns.
guns are not indestructible, and they too 
comparatively easily put out of action, 
the significance of all this ? 
that something higher 
tions, which

t
lift t

■91■II What is c
average or thin condition in which most 

° em are found after a hard summer’s work.
There are not too many big, heavy geldings of 

|ua l y in the country at the present time. Th« 
siowness of sale is not due to over supply, but 
is more largely caused by the general depression 
in business which has 
the great conflict 
been

tIt is quite plain 
and nobler that fortifica- 

are unsafe and unstable at the

1
RII snecies, 

are responsible for 
of prev.

best, 
mist 

war into 
There is

fand guns, which are the great destro5ers 
work the world out of militarism 
peace if permanent

One of sf R is fairlv 
is rather

and
peace ever comes.

common; 
Both 
Now, 

species from

s
come over the world since 

There has 
round, and

trare.
across 1 ho Dominion. 

wp to tell those iniurious 
the beneficial ones ? Firstlv thev 
large Hawks, 
inches in length 
in ch es.

I. in Europe began, 
a cutting down all the 

firms and individuals 
♦ he same numbers 
war clouds,

in relying 
fortifications and the 
for safety, 
strength from different 
ent process.

no use aupon so-called impregnable 
most powerful of big 

Man must make his

way
are not buying horses m 

until they see a break in the 
. an(t a chance for the resumption of
ms mess somewhere approximating conditions he- 

! ' 10 War broke out. If the farmer Iras the
right kind of horse he should keep him, unless 
ottered as much as he thinks the animal is really 

1 here is always a better demand in the 
spi mg. and unless the war goes bad indeed it, is 
a "'est sure to be better then than now.

,e geldings are kept high prices for feeding 
Rt , should not induce the feeder to skimp the 
simp \ gi\ en to the horse in preparation for sale.

lore can be nothing gained hv wintering the 
animal unless he is placed in good condition when 
offered next spring, 
feeding on oats.

(li guns 
safety and his

nei t hera re t:Connor's beine
and tho Sharn-shin 

Secondlv. thev have long 
rounded wings, a characteristic which 
when thev are in flight. And thirdly thev

rarely seen in the open, but make d mlvs 
om cover and back amain, not sailing round " 

the manner of most of the beneficial spwies 
That the food of the Rhnrn-shin consists 

most ent inch- of small birds is shown ' '
that out of 107 stomachs 
the romains of 
TTawk is faivlv

about oip-h toon 
about two!vo 

tails nr rt short

a
material and by a differ-

sh guvs Vun
There is 

persons 
Nonsense !
touch with tho beautiful 
rich of tho cities and 
and stone compares in charm with tire 
tinted wood. The seeing eve in tile 
these develops an artistic

a mistaken notion abroad that 
wealth

a reveri-only
of leisure and worth. v

can be artistic. fiThe people of the farm11 nre in closer y
in nature than the idle 

towns.
i al-

hv the fact
examined 10,3 contained 

While the Sham-shinned 
, common in most localities itnnt often seen, and the onlv place where T L 

found it abundant is at Point Peiee ’ '
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