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Making “Play” a Business

IAVE been wondering if there are
] ny other mothers among Our

Folks who live in isolated places
#nd who*have an only little girl to
&muse and keep from feeling too
much the lack of little playmates My
fouryearold daughter has had an
other litde girl to play with only two
or three times in two years, and with
all the strength of her little heart she
a5 for one. 8o mother just has
Eirl and play with her
* work gets done properly
And 1 thought some other
mothers of lonely little girls might
like to hear of our latest game which

has kept -my baby in the seventh
beaven of happiness for a long time
t is very simple, but the beauty of it

& that it never plays out

We cut out some of the paper dolls
in the Ladies' Home Journal, with
their dre etc, and then we ex-
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tend the game ad inflnitum )y cutting
out different series of pictures in con
nection  with these little “pretend
playmates. We made a house with
partitions for the different rooms, out
of 4 box. Then we searched through
catalogues and magazines to find the
nic furniture, and we have fur-
nished each room complete, even to
the pots and pans for the kitchen
We cut out the biggest barn picture
we could find and then we planned
our “stock” and found pictures for
them all, also all the barn furnishings,
even to brushes and curry combs.
We also have our beautiful big g

den picture a'd all our garden imple-
ments And sometimes we “gather
flowers” and search through maga-
zines for pictures of cut flowers, or of
vegetables, all ready for the table.
Then other days we plan m for
our “family” and find pictures to re
present everything we want to serve
and all the disnes too. We have all
‘Pat’s” and “Polly's” toys and per
sonal belongings. We have taken
them away for trips and hunted for
pictures of trains, boats, the things
they took with them, the sights they
saw. | must not make my story too

long, but you can see that the possl-
bilities are endless, and it has made
my little girl so happy. She never
tires of playing with her “collection,”
and she has never once expressed a
wish for “another little girl to play
With” gince I have made a real busi
ness of playing with her, From one
time to the next she is in a constant
state of happy anticipation and en
Joyment with her make-believe play.
inates. And when our play hour
comes she is just overcome with de-
light And it can be made of quite
an educational value too. Baby has
learned a lot of things, and I must
confess that it Is no hardship for
me. I am afraid [ enjoy playing
With paper dolls about as much as |
ever did.

For a long time it seemed as
though 1 never could get time to play
with my little girl. T have a lot to
do. Dut finally it came to me that jt
was all a question of the relative
value of things, and this is the way
1 have solved it. At night when |
am planning my next day's work, 1
divide it Into two lists, “Necessary”
and “If possible.” 1 have gradually
come to see that a lot of things thst
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I had considered Necessary and set
mysell to erowd into an over-full day,
Whether 1 could o not, and at the ex-
pense of strensth and nerves and
peace of mind, leaving me no time to
rest or gel freah alr, or for compan-
lonship with my Hftle daughter. A
1ot of those "necessary" things 1
have relegated 1o my “If possible”
list,  Bometimes (hey get done and
sometimes (hey don't Dut always
in planning my dny's work, 1 make
room in my "Necessary” column for
this ftem, “Half hour or more to play
with baby."  Mometimes the family
havé a plalner Fupper, or the floor
doesn't gt prubbed of and 1 hope
you will pot he tos shocked —the pil
low slips and towels and even the
handkerohinfe nre Put away unironed,
In order that | may hnve this  brief
halt hour with my baby #in complete
abandon and gond fellowship, forget
tng everything for the time being
except thit she and 1 are little (o
gether and of he fun we nre having

I had thought « i deal about
it and was very i Mtisfiod with the
(mothering” that | had been doing
T never had time, you ses. So it fin-
ally eame to me that |t I couldn't
be both, I might hetter b + 2ood mo-
ther than n good housekeeper
think when my Jittle wirl |s arown
up that she will remeniher these jolly
playtimes wa nre having together,
long after whe has forsotten my sins
of omisslon In (he hoyseker ping line

Now | foe] initinted (1 hope | have
not talked ton long), and quite ae
quainted with all our Women Folk
I will feel more interested trom now
on in all the letters and suggestions
In Farm and Dalry, ns if they were
from persanal friends, | wis you
could all come (o visit me. We have
lots of room—1f ok in our cabin, at
least In the country “A DRITISH
COLUMBIA PION 1191

An Informal Introduetion
IME Club members, it glyer, ns
much pleasure (o introduce to
YOUu & new member of our Club,
Who comes to us under the tdonym

of “A  Dritish Columbia  Ploneer,”
| This 1s the first Deiish Columbia
| member to Juin our elrole and we cer
| tainly give her a royal welcome, In
| & Dpersonal leiter to the household
| editor, “A Writiah Colunhia Ploneer”
| 8aid: T have boen trying my hand
| 8t & letter for the Women Folk of
| Farm and Dairy, bui wm afrald 1t has
Erown altogether too big. 1 do not
want to be a nulsanee; on the con
trary, I only want (o help” We feel
sure that every member of the Home
Club, upon reading our new mem
ber's letter below, will agres that her
letter is not too long und that it has
been an inspiration (o il of us and
will Join heartily in inviting “A Brit-
Ish Columbin Ploneer 1o Come again
and o come often

More About Dish Wk erg

I\\'UNI#I'N If “Merry Marsaret” has

secured her digh washer yet, and

how 1t Is working out, 1 ¢ o
enquiry some weeks Ao and as 1, too,
am interested n wnythinge that will
lighten the neverending (peh of wash
Ing dishes, I wonld 1ike 1o ho of some
asalstanes, 1 fonr thoteh that what
I have to say will not be of particular
value as 1 oannot glve any personal
experienco, but oun only  apenk  of
things 1 have “heurn (oll on® s an
old man whom | waed (o know would
say.

Not long ago 1 heard  that dish
washers oonld be seotived for  $25,
That may seem quite a sum to iy
out, but here In one way of looking at
such an investment, How many (m-
plements eould hubby buy for that
amount? Not very many, and think
of the machinery he hus, whioh costs
anywhere from {wo to six {imes the
price of a4 dish washer, Then too,




