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The smallest, simplest and best-protected post- 
office m the world is in the Straits of Magellan, 
and has been there fur many years. It consists of 
a small painted keg or cask, and is chained to the 
rocks of the extreme cape in a manner so that it 
floats free, opposite Terra del Fuego. Each pass­
ing ship sends a boat to take letters out and put 
others in. This curious post-office is unprovided 
with a postmaster, and is therefore under the pro- 
tection of all the navies of the world. Never in the 
history of this unique “office” has its privilege been

Stamp, of New York, has been appointed 

pJnfi Is and Il?dcP=ntl™l ” Can the officii! or-
SothemuT, ind,pe"d'm “S “An old almanac for 1814 gives the followin 

rates of postage prevailing at that time : “ For every 
single letter by land, for 40 miles, 8 cents ; go miles, 
10 rents j 150 miles, 12% cents ; 300 miles, 17 cents; 
500 miles, 20 cents ; and for more than 500 miles, 
25 cents. No allowance to be made for intermediate 
miles. Every double letter is to pay double the said 
rate. ; every triple letter, triple ; every packet weigh­
ing one ounce, at the rate of four single letters eich 
ounce Every ship letter originally received at an 
office for delivery, 6 cents. Magazines and pamph- 
lets, not over 50 miles, one cent per sheet ; over so 
miles and not exceeding 100 miles, 1% cents per 
sheet, over 100 miles, 2 cents per sheet.”

fivf h„Wf T ,nfo, lhal lhcy have now close on hve hundred members.
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when the officers for the ensuing year will be elected!
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For the year endi 
postal revenue of t!

iing June 30, 1891,.the ordinary 
he United States, exclusive of

postage, the majority of which came from the sale of 
the two cent stamps. It is estimated that the whole 
number of this stamp used exceeds 
yearly—Boston Daily GioU. two billions SS &'ih
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?pnLHrfn,Ci5CT? has four Ph»latelic Societies : West- 
11 Philatelic Union (branch) ; Philatelic Society of 

San Francisco ; American Philatelic Association 
(branch) ; and San Francisco Philatelic Club.

Washington, Sept. 29.-About the 15th of next 
month the new return postal card will be placed on 
sale at all post-offices. The two designs, one for the 
domestic and the other for the international postal 
union service, have been approved by Postmaster 
General Wanamaker, and the work of printing and

wil‘be P“A=d with figor. 
The half of the double card containing the message 
to which a reply is desired is 3% inches wide by 51Z 
inches long At the top of the card, and a little to 
the left of the centre, are engraved, in three lines, 
one above the other, the words “ Postal card with
fvne "Thi1 -4 U' ?’ ,Amerira.” and in smaller 
type. This side is for address only.” In Ihe right- 
hand upper corner is a vignette of General Grant, 
encircled by a frame bearing at the top the words, 

message card, and at the bottom, “ one cent. At 
the lower left-hand corner are the words, “ detach 
annexed card for answer." The international card 
is somewhat smaller than that for domestic use. In 
the border at the top of the card appear the words 

postal card with paid reply,” amt their French 
translation, carte postale avec réponse payee.” A

particulars the domestic and the international cards 
are very similar.—Surra» Daily GMt.
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Postmaster-General Wannamaker.— Lowell Carrier.
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nfîïî TThltS a fine idea- rn take $2 worth 
of postage stamps now .—Judge.


