AMONTREAL, OCTOBER 25, 1012,

Prominent Toplcs.
The Dominion immigration depart

Canadian ment reports  that during  the six
fmmigration  months, April 15t to October 15, of

the current fiscal year, 273,640 immi
grants arrived in Canada, Of this nunber 183000
arrived at ocean ports, and 8,030, from the United
Qates. These figures show an increase of 13 pe. as
compared with the number of arrivals for the corres-
ponding months of the last fiscal year, which wer

138,014 at ocean ports and 83,317 from the United
Qiates, making a total for the six months, April 1st to
October 1st, 1911, of 241,031 persons

At this rate Canada is adding to its population
by immigration annually over half a million people.
This indicates that in proportion to its present popu
lation Canada is progressing more rapidly than the
United States ever progressed in all its history.

Premier Meliride, of Dritish Col

Canada and the yubia, talks common sense about

Navy. Canada and the navy question. At

a banquet in his honour at \ictoria,
he said:

“The ports of the Empire on  the Pacific coast are
cusily accessible by a third power, and we are doing little
or nothing to ensure the necessary protection for thes
shores in case of European complications. 1 an strong
in advocacy of immediate and tangible action on behalt
of Canada to contribute ships or moncy to the Mother
Country in like manner to Australin and New Zealand
This is a matter of a national character, and should b
sottled by Canadians as a unit, so that in addition to pro
viding adequate naval defence, we in the Dominion should
be placed in a position to render aid in case of emergency
to the Mother Country, and thus help to carry the Union
Juck to vietory.”

The navy question for us is a question hoth of Tm
perial defence and of Canadian defence.  Tf Canada
were “independent,” it would be the richest prize in
the world for the land-hungry nations, and the most
wnguarded.  Under such  circumstances, if a Can
Adian statesman were to negotiate a treaty with Great
Iiritain by the terms of which the British Navy would
he placed at the disposal of Canada when needed, in
consideration of Canada placing a few Dreadnoughts
At the service of the Dritish Admiralty, he would
he rightly regarded as a heaven-horn genius,

Great Dritain, the greatest Moham
Modern Turkey. medan power on carth, for many
years  befriended  the Turk, and
even fought for the maintenance of the Turkish

power in Europe-—and incidentally  to save Con- |

cantinople from falling into the hands of  Russia,
until that great master of phrases, M. Gladstone,
Jiccovered that the Turk was unspeakable and pro
nosed that he be driven “bag and baggage out of
Furope.”  The reforms clamorously  demanded by
the powers have heen largely conceded, and some
tmes  apparently to the disappointment of those
powers which had been <itting in the shade of their
gourds anxiously waiting to see Nineveh overthrown.
Since the revolution of 1008 the reforms which had

Been slowly conceded one after another during seventy |

vears, have been more rapidly established.
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Few people of western Europe or America realise
what the Young Turks (and some of the Old Turks)
have accomplished in the way of reform and prac-
tical civilisation, in spite of the zis inertiae of the
most fatalistic people on carth. In Turkey primary
cducation is compulsory and free.  The state provides
an infant school in every village, primary schools in
the larger villages, a grammar school in the capital
of each vilayet and a State University at Constan-
tinople with faculties of Taw, letters, medicine, and
iences in which education is as free as in all the
public  schools,  The state also provides  special
whools, such as the normal school for teachers, a
civil imperial school, a -chool of fine arts and imperial
whools of medicine.  Private schools run by indivi-
duals or religions communities, are in great number
and allowed to teach their own religions. They have
agricultural schools and - maodel farms.  Foreigners
have the same property rights as Ottoman subjects.
Mining concessions are  granted both to Ottomans
and foreigners for ninety-nine years, except in the
cace of a few mineral deposits, which are from forty
to ninety-nine vears.  Tmmaovable property, working
plant, tools and fixtures are exempt® from seizure for
debt. The discoverer of a mine, who is unable to
work it, is entitled to indemnity from any other conces-
donaire who may subsequently get  the  property.
Forcigners are exempt from the jurisdiction of local
courts, Trials between them, if of one nationality
are tried by their own consular courts; if of different
foreign nationalities by the consular court of the
defendant.
are heard by a loeal court with a consular dragoman
to see that the law is faithfully carried out. The
national revenue is derived from tithes, mining royal-

I'rials  between  Turks and  forcigners

ties, fixed contributions from the several provinees,
Jands and forests, customs  duties, sheep-tax, and
taxes on tobacco, salt, spirits, stamps, ete. Noex-
penditures inexcess of - the  parliamentary hudget
provisions are allowed. Railways and other state-

owned public utilities are actually revenue producing,

which is not only unspeakable, but unthinkable in some
very civilised countries. There are 4440 miles of
railway now in Turkey as against 1730 in 1885, One
of them, 833 miles long, was built entirely by Turkish
engineers and Turkish labor at a cost of £3,230 per

| 1nile, and everything about the construction is <aud to

he first class,

[ The outcome of the war is in great doubt.  Defore
there is any general partition of Turkey in Europe
more than one of the great powers mut be drawn
into the conflict.

| ———————————————

Mre AL G. B Claxton, KOG, who has been in the
West with the party of Metropolitan Life otheials
who have been touring Canada, has now returned to
Montreal.  He states that the Metropolitan Life will
loan several millions of dollars on mortage in the
| principal cities of the West.




