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K km* orr Tint Track.—The clause in an accident poil- 
that the company should not i»e responsible in the case i f 
an accident which ha|>pens to the insured "while walkln 
on any railroad bridge or roadbed, except at establish 
crossings of such roads with public highways," was sup 
talned by the Massachusetts Supreme Court In a su 
brought against the Ætna

Cmivkr as a Kkrtilikke.—Cultivators of land should 
secure a copy of a pamphlet Just issued by the Department 
of Agriculture on "Clovr as a fertiliser." from which they 
win learn that one of the most effective means of enriching 
soil Is to plough under a crop of clover The record of ex­
periments mail** on the (’entrai Karin, by l)r. Saunders and 
Mr Frank T. Shutt, is highly Interesting; they prove that 
clover Is a powerful fertiliser.

Co-I.XMt r.x\< k Cl.At sr. ix Mississippi.—Recent lnvestig;i 
lion discloses the fact that many of the compresse*, oil 
mills and sawmill plants In Mississippi have taken advan 
tage of the valued policy law and Insured their plant* for 
nominal amounts where it could be safely done. The co 
Insurance clause has been declared an invalid condition of 
the policy, and its presence on the form will not help com 
panics in event of loss. It Is now proposed to require sp* 
rifle insurance In every case, and this seems the only saf- 
guard against the Iniquities of th* law in question. Some 
companies acting independently haw already saved them 
selves loss, while those credulous enough to believe the 
assured will abide by the contract and not invoke the sta­
tute need only he reminded of thn Vicksburg cotton losses 
last year, and the Hattiesburg lumber loss on which we re­
cently commented.—N. Y. "Bulletin."

Wiiat is tii k Boa hi* Kate?—A humourous Incident oc­
curred recently In a small town in Georgia, in connection 
with a new ag* nt who was making out his first report, *ays 
the “Spectator." Among the questions asked was; "What 
Is the lioard rate1" to which he replied: "From $16 to $20 a 
month." adding a foot note to the effect. "I don't know 
what you want the board rat» for. unless you are coming 
down here to live.”

PiiopiiKNik* a Rate War Vice-President Kvans. of the 
Continental, speaking of the attitude of the Home Insur­
ance Company In Missouri. Iowa and Nebraska, said. "I 
rather expect a rate war over the entire West, Including 
the Pacific Coast, for the reason that bad faith Is ram pan., 
and the only thing that will bring about proper conditions 
again probably Is such a fight as we had here In New York 
a few years sine" The Continental Is not seeking trouble, 
but It Is expected In this office, and we are fully prepared 
In case It comes to be In the thick of the fight."

Fi UK Wanti. Conihtioiih.— Mr. Kdw Atkinson. In his ad 
dress before the Manufacturers' Association, Chicago, said:

"The only persons who can prevent loss by fire are the 
owners and occupants of the property In which the danger 
exists. Vnderwrlters cannot prevent Ions; they can only 
give advice, and can distribute the loss upon the commu­
nity at a heavy cost The fire tax of this country, running 
at the rate of $150.000.000 a year on the average, is not only 
a very great burden upon the country, but it is to the utter 
discredit of those who belong to the most Intelligent cla-s 
in the community—the owners, occupants and managers of 
the larg's; works and establishments in which more than 
three quarters of this annual Ions is incurred. The great 
number of am til fires readily extinguished with small loss 
each constitute n it over 25 per cant. of the total annual 
loss; the other 75 per cent, of loss Incurred in a relatively 
very small number of establishments Is due in about even 
proportions to ignorance in construction, neglect to apply 
safeguards and carelessness or criminal negligence among 
occupants.

While own rs and occupants must be held mainly respon­
sible for the gréa; ashheap. the responsibility is shared by 
architects and builders, who are n it masters of their pr > 
f<ssior-s or who have not sufflciint influence to induce own­
ers to adopt the'r methods. IA fact, the ppjarent < heapn.n s 
with which conducts of Indemnity again*! Ices by Are have 
been supplied at low rates cf premium has. I think, led to 
an incr ase in the hazard ami in the looses. But that sys­
tem of betting under the form of a policy of insurance that 
had risks will not burn has culminated in the last five 
years

Th-* losses of the fire Insurance companies during the last 
five years on their fire businrs have been nearly $3(W.OOO.- 
ooo. leading to the bankruptcy or winding up of a large 
number, and making way for tho-*e which have survived 
to advane® the rate of premiums and to put on new eondl- 
tl ms There have been many complaints of this action of 
the underwriters, of Injustice, of embarrassing the com­
munity. etc ; yet in Justice to them I can bear t alimony to 
the fact that they have not yet put on all th’» conditions 
that they will he obliged to put on. and that they have not 
yet advanced the rate of premium as much as they ought. 
In order to maintain th mselves in a safe condition and lie 
competent to give you any kind of a contract of Indemnity 
at any price whatever."

Uaxk Okkii iai. <*iianuk*.- The Canadian Bank of Com­
merce has announced the managers of Its new western 
branches as follows;- Medicine Hat. F. L Crawford; Cal­
gary. C W Rowley; Kdm mton. T. M. Turnbull; Carman, 
K. C. Complin. Neepawa. G. M Gibbs, Moisomln, K M 
Maunders

The Imperial Bank has placed II II Morgan In charge of 
It* branch at We.asklwln, N.W.T., and J. S Gibb, nt Vic­
toria Il C ; K C. H.iwk°r will manage a new Domini in 
Bank branch at Brandon and F W. Young, at llolsscvaln

Qi aktkhi \ I'avmkxt*.—Writing of a class of agents who 
habitually make premiums payable quarterly, a contempo­
rary characterizes the result a* giving the assured oppor­
tunity to lapse four times a year, remarks, "this Is had 
all-round, expensive, troublesome and unprofitable to com­
pany. agent and policyholder We are inclined to believe 
that agents who are victims of this habit lack courage and 
confldt nee Discourage all premium payments under once 
a year point out the advantages ami disadvantages and he 
Arm and unvlehllng in what you know Is li*st for all In 
thl* matter Agents will find tha> it Isn't as hard a* they 
think to wiltr annual premiums "

Tmn»k who Sim\o the least complain the loudest nbo.it 
the intolerable expense of maintaining the Insurance Jour­
nals To such we have only one argument l«et them 
consider w hat the *ltu itlon of the business would be were 
insurance Journalism wiped out With legislatures and In­
surance department* unchecked by the watchfulnet-s of a 
trained and alert press, with the ignorant comments of the 
daily ncw*pa|icr« unchallenged, without any attempt at an 
Intelligent presentation of the current new» of the great­
est business of the world, and without any systematised 
Interchange of methods and experience. th° insurance 
buslnei* would In a short tlnv* lie in a muddle which could 
only t»e straightened out at a cost of millions l.et those 
companies which grumble at haxitig to spend one or two 
tents out of every hundred dollars' Income towards the 
maintenance of insurance Journalism give a lltt'e honest 
thought tv thl- matter.—"Insurance Record."


